

. 

iMM »tW»t / r»’>* i» 

Cbuk- l~; ‘i «».. 

E**rci«U»' 


!» (Uhttl »ilh tf%» <|Uulm ■ 
IK* rtftl. «diI t«U imm- 

» iWn*. 

9Ul(l* Adlu«k« «l W 


nm 


Kina nsi. 


*«z*Mau -«r \« 

V».»» Ai»at.«•« U^nvWvl 1 

•H«r t a**«lry •« 

HP»a»-r VraMiVnl VS. .1 

■ W* *r* *U 

-« ..r (h« (MUxiiM kiwi 

%»v* k >m 4 W kMA tvkUi^ \ t « 
mcaoukUnn of Um II V, s< 

»*«. «»*•> kl« .*< iHWtnt.i 

*>\pen-ting lo liuv* llta wun»V 


Sarxters wu m Umr 


FT# sr* hrnnag " utB ’ Bias Mom M r«U()rM 
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irir f*H#/ Ainf wi/«r, «/ j liotoo FYui* 
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^ . . . . IFndar 
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‘ • every dmy end / L*» *n<|_ TyW 81 um have 

in «r»rv t taken n job of rutting for J 
i o/ politic* H Stodfn 

u editor refuse? lo Muses Underwood went to 
atujkrj no Home of poo- Niocth Fork tu do sum- skid- 
i hf* failed to sub dra*r 

to paper gad girt# I *-,1] nn g <,# f or t ^ ia time 
/••opJ. Wbc do not aL ,j tonw ugs ,„. «. 

oa* paper arv dead' _ k 

iod rhrar pasmoK *“* snake* ar«? out of their 
>ae«rgr*jue dea, H Underwood killed _ 
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A poor ikllo* fesvtai situ < 
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Xswcestta toi4 Ait antes a* 
carps lo soUctt Mut tor •uu itui 
m\t4* s • •import aaO as ibay * 
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from Adam. bup«a fcs abo 
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t> dwi V\ A Tumi* wm « buAHt. M i , 1 ull *J 
/ caller here U*t week. 
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aville ' " K 11 11 1’nJerwiKnlu ( m,. r ’; 

M .V last H < , k 1 

“ ,,r v JiphLk 

»>«•»* horn—to Mr.and Mrs. Henry ... 

Weir Slaton a l,m J * 

Arboif 

L Bwn-to Mr. ami Mrs. Hal- have , 
date f< ‘" 1 Ald, rm *" » Iwj. Ualfor 

Ap- The dogs have beeu killing Rev. 
•day sh«*Bp for H. Underwood. • list, wi 
J2*‘j »ouM l*.. very g. .nfring “'K" »' 
“jj‘ if the county couit w ...,,.i ,, r j er \v e 
f°"'« * iaode ft»m Sears & Km>- procee 
*; ^*' k «® work the roads on the bi 

crook 

made a tot“P« 


rv tv HI h 

Heaver creek. 

I Olay bom Kellison 
or- Hying trip to Watoga 

crt v * Mi Xoil preached 
three be m ions 0 u the creek 
last Sunday. 

Abe Thorien, of w_ 

ft on the creek looking after hie su 


Weta 
this to 
public! 
will bli 
about 
creek? 


better half. 

Oiva us Teddy \for president j Th< 
and k S. Cochran for sheriff. Mrs. 

j Si|cceas to tte Niwa Jj®. 
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rfiSVTSMT 55 f!L^ .TVt”.l i 

rt.». t^rtra^r^; b. JSt ** » „ M ° Hull, o/ Ur**,, HUI 0 * £* ^ 

wuuly cWk. 4hk) m * VJSS 2 ? rooolr, Va.. ka. *« .. . 

“• <* * uu^ - T,.S 3 -yy- Uh«m WT.TkW«JrfSrJ?i i III 

•W moui) **"* ‘ ^ rvamtoa^ Mr Town**od cool*u,pUUa **“«*■>• ^ Iha Mr»» **4 |fea 
Ultl 4 wZ ’S’lZ'. * Wt dwoi* u, 


- Wru-rv^*. * U{ i W ^Kto- 
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HI jrORY OF kim^HAHA 3 BUHG3 COiu?Ji:JTY 

(Consisting of Douthard'B Creek, Cochran’s Creek, and about five 
miles of the Knapp's Creek Valley in Pocahontas County, Vest Va.) 

by iirs. Sidney V/ilaon 

Assisted by J. C. Harper, II. Lee White, Lira. itaggie ifi. 
iLockridge, Mr3. Llmer Moore, and Miss iiarnie White. 

The territory referred to in Minnehaha Springs Community con¬ 
sists of Douthard's Creek, Cochran’s Creek, and about five miles of 
the Knapp's Creek Valley. 

Minnehaha Springs is a small village which has largely sprung 
up within the last fifteen years. It consists of several residences, 
a post office, two stores, and two churches. There is also a hotel 
and a bath-house, and the Summer Home of Colonel H. R. Vyllie, of 
Huntington, West Virginia. This home was formerly the Allegheny 
Club, belonging to the Allegheny Sportsmen's Association. 

Minnehaha Springs is located where the waters of Douthard'B 
Creek empty into Knapp's Creek, near the base of the Allegheny 
Mountain. The elevation is about 2300 feet. 

In the past, the mountains have been noted for their timber, 
as well as for game. The valleys are rich and productive and the 
people are prosperous. 

Early Settlers 

3:.ng only three milos from the historic town of Huntersville, 
vo do not boast of having permanent settlers Quite so early as other 
sections rf tho country. We find,however, that a man by the name cf 
-,p ilvod in cur community prior to 1751, when Marlin and Sewell 
;iv»d in Kariintcn. Knapp’s Crook was named for him. 

r.o tf the earliest permanent settlors was Michael Daugherty, 
a native of Ireland, who aoltlnd whore hie great-grandson, W. G. 

•••-<■ now lives. He obtained a patent for all tho land from hia 

non* dem the valley to what wad known ua the Lockndgo lande. 
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It is not certain what other settlers were in the community 
prior to 1000. Price's History of Pocahontas County states that ut 
that time there were only 153 persons in Uiat is known as Pocahon¬ 
tas County, so that probably there were not more than two or three 
families in this community, 

Early in the nineteenth century several persons made settle¬ 
ments, obtaining their patents from the Commonwealth of Virginia, 

Among these early settlers in the Knapp's Creek Valley, should be 
named Lanty Lockridge, Michael Cleek, and Henry Harper, Sr., each of 
these men owned large tracts of land. 

No definite information is available as to the first settlers of 
Cochr.an's Creek, and Douthard'3 Creek, but Joseph Seybcrt and a Mr. 
Alderman settled on Cochran'3 Creek in the log house near the Rirnel 
home, and lived there for many years,' about the year 1081 or 1882. 

The writer recalls him as a very aged man. He was small in stature, 
jovial in disposition, and was well known for his hospitality to the 
many wagoners who sheltered under his roof when hauling supplies 
from Killboro, Virginia, into our county. 

From 1825 to 1860, our community seeinr. to have enjoyed a period 
of prosperity. The rich lands in the valley were cleaned up, the old 
up-and-down saw-mills were built, which sawed some of tho choice 
pines into lumber, from which frame houses were built to take the 
place of the log houses of the earlier days. Also grist mills were 
built to grind the grain. Roads were built, mail routes and post 
offices were established. 

Then cr.mo the devastating results of the Civil War, and it took 
year* of toil and hardship to rebuild. The bridge that had been erect** 
cd across Knapp's Creek noar our village wab not rebuilt until about 
eighteen yearn ago (1910). 
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Among tho leading citizens and real estate ovmors who occupiod 
the community soon after the Civil War, should be mentioned a . 
Alderman, Henry Sharp, and Benjamin Iierold wlio located on Douthard'o 
Crock, hr. Horold owned a large tract of land extending from what is 
now known as the Rimel land and tho J. G. Sharp land to the public 
road at tho Springs. 

Hr. Sharp was a good citizen knov/n far and wide for his hospital¬ 
ity. 

Among tho first settlers on Knapp's Creek, should bo mentioned 
Colonel James T. Lockridgc, Y/illiam Cleek, Sr., Joseph Seybert, and 
Samuel Harper, a son of the pioneer, Henry Harper. 

Colonel Lockridge ovmed the farms that are now ov/ned by lira, 
kaggie E. Lockridge, and D, W, Dever, and a large boundary of mountain 
land. He was a man who served his country in various positions. He 
was Colonel of the "127th Virginia Militia," and was at one time a 
member of the Virginia House of Delegates. 

Next up Knapp's Creek came William Cleek, Sr., who was a Letrge 
real estate owner and dealer in live stock. He was especially fond 
of horses, and kept many fine ones. 

Tnen the venerable Mr. Seybert, occupying the land now owned 
c 7 A. 3hinabcrry and L, R, Hiveley, His work v«as done so thorough¬ 
ly and systematically that it is worthy of imitation. 

Samuel Harper was a farmer and dealer in stock, and also opera¬ 
te * *111, a eaw-mill, and a blacksmith shop. 

Vno Una* ownod at and near tho Springs, ao previously mention- 
•6. by fenjfeMin Horold, wore purchased in 1C76 by Henry White, S r ., 

* r.*t;ve of Highland County, Virginia. Hr. Whito by industry, honesty 
oc c newsy, built a nice homo and ho and hie descendants have con¬ 
tribute largely towards suking this a bettor community. 
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About thirty-five years ago, D. 3. Hciilwee purchased about two 
hundred acres of the White farm. The land on which a part of the vil¬ 
lage now etands, and also Col. V/yllie s s land are a, part of this purch¬ 
ase . Industrial Enterprises 

hr. KcElwee was the real founder of 1 the tovn, as he conceived 
the idea that there should be a trading point and a post office here. 

He built two residences, owned a small otorc, and was inatrumea. tal in 
the establishment of the first post office which was called Driscol, in 
honor of Col. John Driscol, an extensive operator at that time in pine 
timber. The logs we re floated down the streams to Ronceverte where 
they were sawed into lumber. When the lumbering ceased to some extent 
the town failed to grow. About thirteen or fourteen years ago, Mr. H. 

K. Lockridge and the late Dr. J. B. Lockridge, anxious to see the de¬ 
velopments on and near the Loclcridge homestead, started now enterprises 
The large mineral spring on the Loclcridge farm seemed to offer 
especially fine advantages. The water was tested first in 1891, that 


c^&in in 1910, and found to be analogous in character with the water 
-r the Hot Springs of Bath County, Virginia, and of Bethesda Spring, 
.’hceaha, 'iaconsin. It was named Minnehaha Springs, because of the 
ir.dian re lie a found near it, and perhaps the fancy that Pocahontas, 
'■■t Princess for whom our county was named, might have lived at seme 
’*-« in tnla suction; so the name of the other famous Indicai maid 


perpetuated. 

A company was organised kno\m as the Pocahontas Itineral Water 
.eujnt Company, to plc.ao tills mineral water on the market and to 
-*»eUp tho proporty. A hotel was completed in 1914, on the top of tho 
f,; ‘* ftU'ivo th® spring, and a bath-houou with a splendid pool at the 
1 •' Uio hill, Tho uator is tho ouiau temperature tho year round— 
?S c»cr««s. This proporty is now owned by (ju*. J. H. ilobbs^ of 


A 
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Florida, who spends^the summer seasons here. 

Xx, H. li. Lockridge was instrumental in helping to organize the 
Allegheny Sportsmen’s Association. Pour thousand four hundred acres 
of land were obtained here and in the adjoining mountains. A beauti¬ 
ful building known as the Club House was erected at the edge of a pine 
grove on the brow of the hill over-looking the Douthard’s and Knapp’s 
Creek valleys. Our townsman, Winston Ilerold, wa3 the contractor, and 
completed the building in 1913, at a cost of $20,000.00. 

For many years it was filled with guests during the summer months. 
The fish in the creeks and the game in the mountains furnished excel¬ 
lent sport. A herd of elk from Yellowstone National Park was turned 
into the surrounding park, and also several wild deer. At one time 
there were a number of imported Chinese and Austrian pheasants in the 
park, also. There are seven or eight elk in the park now. 

In 1926, this property was purchased by Col. H. R. V/yllie, of 
Huntington, West Virginia, and has been made into a beautiful summer 
r.rme. hany improvements have been made — an imposing entrance to the 
grounds, shrubbery and trees have been planted, and recently two deer 
tare beer* put into the park. 

Pes t Office s • 

At ono time we had three post offices in this section. The first 
cr.s was established on Knapp’s Creek near lit. Carmel and Westminster 
.'.urcr.es, known as Sunset. Someone suggested this name because there 
**• fc:. offico directly oast of hero in Bath County, Virginia, known 
** *r.ris«. This office wao estubliohed in 1853. The first postmaster 
*** Harper. It was discontinued in 1866, and re-ostabliahed 

i * 7 *» v lth Preston liaryor ao postmaster. In 1897 Zofiron Goulet 
*** ur postmaster, and Urn. Eudora Pritchard in 1909. Tho 

,ffu • ***in discontinued in 1916. 
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Tho Riinol poatoffico was eot;.blialiod on September 5, 1903, 

Reubon D. Riool w.'.o tho postmaster. iir. Rimel cauie hero from Augusta 
County, Virginia, and tho office was named in his honor. It was dis¬ 
continued in 1934. A pootoffico was established horo at the Springs 
on July 21 * 109O » Known as Driscol, and derived its name from Col. 

John Driscol, who had much timber in this section, D. B, hcElwee was 
iho postmaster at Driscol for a number of years. It was discontinued 
on October 15, 1006. On Deoomber 12, 1912, it was re-established as 
Minnehaha Springs. 

Roads 

- For many years our people were greatly handicapped in their 
-;'forts to travel by the bad roads. The Huntersville and Warm Springs 
Turnpike wa3 built in 1838, while it is not yet an especially good 
read, it is U3ed and we are atill hoping it may some day be improved. 

The Knapp's Creek road was re-graded and taken over by the State 
:r. 1923. A hard top dressing of gravel was put on in 1927, and work 
still Is being done on it. 

Churches 

kt. Carmel k. £. Church, South, was practically built by Preston 
k. .Arper and Kewton ifoore. This church was dedicated October 1, 1905 
'*• - L. Kout of Roanoke preached the dedioatory sermon. Rev. J. D. 

' 5 Po pastor In charge. 

While digging tho foundation of this church, the workmen found 
* . f*t«r spoons and other articles which were, no doubt, tho prop- 

*?*./ tfiiliao 1’oore and wifs v/ho enmo horo about 1780, and built a 
unors tho church now stunds. Thoy wore not relatives 
r ^ Kooro's of the county. They lived and died at this home, 

*■ ,c * 1 ' -rj«4 on t/.o e*at side of tho Crook Just bolow tho grove of 

***• **a r %<M , ilti0 *opan»Una Krs. K. A. ?ritohard r>nd 0. k. Sharp. 

Tl ** C<k Crwos Church (Baptist) was built in 1907 and tho 

■ * r •• HUor practically built the ohurch him- 
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14 ,y dedicatory surmon was preached by the Rov. Stump, and the 
r u v. Thomas V/oolrldge v/ao the pastor. Hr. Rider moved to Fayette County 
; few years later and since that time the church has been used by dif« 

I forent denominations. 

New Hope L uthera n Church 

The New Hope Lutheran Church at Hinnehaha Springs was built in 
I 1693 tiirough the efforts of Henry White, Sr., and his family who came 
to Douthard’s Creek in 1876. The dedicatory sermon was preached by 
Kcv. J. F. A. Lautenschlaeger. B. Frank White and K. Lee White were 
ordained as elders, and also as trustees of the church property. 

Before building the church, they held occasional services by 
Lutheran pastors in their homes, near-by churches, and in schoolhouses. 
[ ?or some years after the building of the church the congregation was 
supplied by ministers from the South Branch charge of Highland County, 

! Virginia, and Pendleton County, Y/est Virginia, of which this church 
■ras mono a part. Later it was mado a congregation of its own along 
vith Valley Center, Virginia, and Headwaters, Virginia, Rev. P. L, 

Snapp served as pastor during 1895, Then Rev. S. H, Puffenberger 
-■as pastor of the church from 1900 to 1904. Since that time there 
ms been no regular pastor, but the pulpit has been supplied by an 
occasional visiting pastor. 

In 1894, a union Sunday School v/as organized vi th B. F. Pleshman 
Superintendent and H, Lee Y/hito as assistant. There was an enroll- 
I **■»* of sixty-throo members. Since that time, Sunday School has been 
I * r< progress. Sene of the Superintendents have been: Rev. P, L, Snapp, 

I 3. H. J\if fonborgor, P. A. Roxrodo, and H. Leo White. And to the 

ft u»o, the llttlu band of Luthorano have been loyal to the 

■ «*fcrch 6 f in«ir choice. 

• »* tne Toconontao County Singing Association, which woe 

I «»»* organisation for tho betterment of church music, met in 





14 ,y dedicatory surmon was preached by the Rov. Stump, and the 
r u v. Thomas V/oolrldge v/ao the pastor. Hr. Rider moved to Fayette County 
; few years later and since that time the church has been used by dif« 

I forent denominations. 

New Hope L uthera n Church 

The New Hope Lutheran Church at Hinnehaha Springs was built in 
I 1693 tiirough the efforts of Henry White, Sr., and his family who came 
to Douthard’s Creek in 1876. The dedicatory sermon was preached by 
Kcv. J. F. A. Lautenschlaeger. B. Frank White and K. Lee White were 
ordained as elders, and also as trustees of the church property. 

Before building the church, they held occasional services by 
Lutheran pastors in their homes, near-by churches, and in schoolhouses. 
[ ?or some years after the building of the church the congregation was 
supplied by ministers from the South Branch charge of Highland County, 

! Virginia, and Pendleton County, Y/est Virginia, of which this church 
■ras mono a part. Later it was mado a congregation of its own along 
vith Valley Center, Virginia, and Headwaters, Virginia, Rev. P. L, 

Snapp served as pastor during 1895, Then Rev. S. H, Puffenberger 
-■as pastor of the church from 1900 to 1904. Since that time there 
ms been no regular pastor, but the pulpit has been supplied by an 
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In 1907, A Community Christmas tx'oe and Sunday School enter- 
tniraaont vma hold horo. This was the first Community projoct carried 
i n the Hunterovillo District, and vc.b very much enjoyod oy all. 

On July 12, 1912.-the Kuntorsvill© District Sunday School Con¬ 
vention was held in this church. H. Lee White was President of the 
A58 ociation, and J, C. Harper, Secretary. Again in October 6, 1919, 
tke Convention was held here. P. A. Rexrode was President, and G. 

Sharp, Secretary. 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 

The Westminster Presbyterian Church was built in 1903. Rev. G, 
tf. Xickeil was the pastor, A few years after the church was completed, 
probably in 1908, the first Huntersville District Sunday School Con¬ 
vention was held in It, Y;ith W, A. G, ^Sharp. President, and J. C. 

Harper, Secretary. In 1923, the first County Sunday School Convention 
to be held in the District, was held here. 

The iiinnehaha Springs i*. E, Church . South 
The Methodist Episcopal Church South, church was built in 1926, 
crir.g formally opened Sunday, October 31, of the Bame year. Rev. Xack 
rr.cmason was the pastor at the time. The opening day services consist¬ 
'd cf n all-day meeting, with dinner on the ground. Rev. J. W. Leg¬ 
gett of Vinton, Virginia, a former pastor, preached the first sermon 
'..even o'clock, and Rev. P. B. Vyand, of iionterey, Virginia,preach- 
*1 at 2:30 p. m. 

This ar.o mode a separate appointment on the Huntersville charge, 

• ' under the pastorate of Rov. J. \7. Leggett. The place of wor- 

'• *> • transferred fran Brooms llountr.in school house in which build- 

»ore.-.ip u.n hold until the completion of tills church. 
zt.Attu building uno begun oomu time during tho year 1923, 

*-i*e fenr. ;•*. \x.§ pa#tor. Ho v.aa very faithful in all his 
** t~* firel pi'xo, two lot# wore donated by Ur. and Kri. 

***■* •>.« fe wostorlal to their oon, C. C, hclaughlin, who 
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died from wounds roceivod in battle in Franco during the Y/orld War. 

Thoso lots wore later exchanged for two lota nearer the parsonage for 
tlio reason of r. better location. Hr. P. A. Rexrode donated tho timber 
for the frame work for the outside of the building. Quite a lot of 
freo labor was given. June 5, 1924, was set apart for the excavation, 
the inon doing tho work,and the ladies serving a free dinner at the 

parsonage. 

All denominations gave quite liberally in -this community and ad¬ 
joining communities and also in tho town of harlinton. The largest 
noney donations were made by Elmer Moore, Sirs. Effie Campbell, Hrs. 
Sidney Wilson, Dr. H. H. Jonos, Hr. W. H. Grose, and Hrs. A. D. Cash. 

This church is deeply indebted to a very faithful Duilding Com- 
sittoo, which overcame many trying obstacles e This Committee was: 

¥. K. Grose, President, J. C. Harper, Mr. and la’s. Amos McLaughlin, 

G. K. Ervine, Mrs. J. G, Sharp, and Hrs. Elmer Moore, Secretary and 
Treasurer. The two non-resident members, Mr. Grose and Hr. Harper 
never missed a committee meeting and deserve special mention for their 
faithful and most helpful assistance. 

Schools 

There is no high school in this community for the reason that 
I '•:* settlement is a scattered one, but the schools have made rapid 
prioress eince the age of the log school house. 

rfi.-.-r, the Civil r/ar began, school was being taught by Hiss Mattie 
the mother of George Gingar, of Huntersville, in & log school 
»Mch stood on the knoll near L. R. Hiveloy’s residence. The 
***t building usuU for ochool in tho Sunset neighborhood was on the 
« net r*r from J. A. Clock's. Tho lust term taught here was by 

1 H. koore, ir. the year of 1070 and 1077. By the noxt winter a 

*** boon constructed at tho prooent location. This was 

*•*^•4 by ftro u f«w youro ago. Tho building now in use wae located 
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on tlio site of tho old one. “ J0 

Thu very first school at Kinnoliaha Springs, then Driocol, was 
taught * n a dwelling located on tho hank above the wqrm spring* H. ii. 
I,ockridgo and lira. W. L. llorold were the teachers. School vm« hold 
hero between 1000 and 1805. The next school knovm in the Minnehaha 
Spring® neighborhood was located near ilarl Dover’s rosidence. A one- 
r0 oro building was then erected at Minnehaha Springs about 1900. Some 
teachers who taught in thi3 building were; Hiss Anna Fleishman, Miss 
aasa Warwick, Miss Anna Cleek, Kiss Maude Lockridge, Hiss Hargio Iler- 
cld, Hiss Grace Hoore, Mrs. Sidney \Yil 30 n, Kiss ixunie VThitc, Kiss 
Kargnrtt Sharp, Kiss Elisabeth Ilerold. Kiss Helen KoFlvee. 

It became necessary to have a larger building, and in 1915 a 
two-room structure was erected. V/. L. Her old was the contractor. 

Tho school building at Rimcl was built about 1900 or 1905. J. A. 
Heed and J. G. Sharp were the contractors for the construction. 

Octavo Alderman donated tho land on which tho first school house 
on Douthard’s Creek was erected. Ths school was known as "Lonely Dale 
School." . . 

Hiss Lillie Priol, Boud Ilannah, Gilbert Alderman, and iioser Her¬ 
ald were teachers. The present Douthard’s Creek school house was built 
:r. 1910. Thio school boasts of having more young men and women enter 
':.l teaching profession than any other school in the community. Nine 
'•*«. this school were teachers—four being from the family of 3. F. 
f 'lU. Tnt Douthard’s Crook school building is cl so used for preach- 

■ervicoo and Sunday School. 

~“ c first school known on Brown’s fountain was held in the home 
* f * and itro. Amoo HcLr.ughlin about 1895. Hiss Nora Riley was toach- 
er * nu ct /war tho school ms t,.ught in Hr. and l^xa. Hack Rrvino’s 
Lilli* /riul vas tho tor.chur. Then a school building was 
14414 r * *fco present, school contmuoa in this building. 
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«"• Anna *" Ervin0 > lii - <«o» Pahsor (now Hra. 0. 0. »ado). 
Austin Dearmun, Miss Bthol Corrcll (now toa . ». o. Adkinson), 

»« noted toachors who hare taught in this school. 

It is thought that a school house once stood where H. Lee 
White's residence now stands. When the late Henry White end 
family moved hero from Virginia In 1876, the residents of the 
coouainity referred to this particular hollow as "School House 
Hollow". Then whon workmen were excavating for the building of 
the residence, the remains of a chimney were found; aloo tin 
pails, knives, forks, spoons, etc., which evidence leads 
one to believe that several years before, a school had been 
located on this site. 
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»•« iwi rwr>vu wncn inc rurcai ocrvicc imu puicnuitcu inc Minacc lanQ.'" In 
pankular. ihi> dealt with eases where strip mining was not an accepted practice at the time of 
acquisition by the Forest Service. 

Oil and Nature 

Oil and natural gas drilling became an issue beginning in 1950. At first, companies acquired 
lc ' Ises front private owners within the forest, but they soon became interested in national forest land. 
Dunng 1951 and 1952, the Bureau of Land Management, which was responsible for issuing leases on 
government-owned land, granted leases to four different gas and oil companies. By 1960, the number 
of companies represented was almost thirty. 70 

The forest also includes the government-owned 55,000-acre Glady gas field in Randolph and 
Pocahontas counties. The government put out bids for people to drill in the field. Now that the 
natural gas is exhausted, it is used as a gas storage field, with gas pumped in during the summer for 
winter use. 71 

In 1957, the Hope Natural Gas Company received a permit to build an interstate gas 
transmission line for the Atlantic Seaboard Corporation. This "big inch" line was a twenty-four-inch 
line that originated in Texas and crossed the Monongahela in a cleared swath in the southern part of 
the forest. It is visible at the Mouth of Seneca. Between its completion in February 1958 and 
discontinuation in 1960, the government received royalties of over $550,000 from the gas transported 
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from thi * flekl . 73 

The Foresi Service had to develop procedures for dealing with these gas companies, as it 
had mth coal companies. Ephc Olliver remembered that "we had to teach them what they were gonna 
to do.’ One company wanted to go up a stream to reach a test well. Olliver told them, "No. 

You don't go up a stream on this forest here. I don’t allow the timber operators to do it, and I can’t 
allow you to do it. What you do is build a road’." The Forest Service offered to locate the road for 
the company, but the company had to build it Fortunately for Olliver, the well hit, "so I had no more 
trouble with them from then on." 73 
Wildlife : 

Wildlife management became a much more important part of the Forest Service during the 
1950s. In the late 1940s and early 1950s, there was no wildlife management staff on the Monongahela 
National Forest, and management decisions were made by the staff in the regional office. 

Wildlife management policies on the forest are predicated on the fact that, by its 
constitution, the State of West Virginia owns the animals in the state, while the Forest Service owns 
the land that provides the habitat. Thus, the state agencies and the Forest Service must work in 
cooperation. As a result, the Forest Service and the West Virginia Conservation Commission (later 
known as the West Virginia Department of Natural Resources and now the West Virginia Division of 
’ .° r ™wrative aereement in February 1952 to provide for the management 
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Sul ion*: J orrM *m1 management decisions were made by the staff in the regional unwe. 

Wildlife management policies on the forest arc predicated on the fact that, by its 
cuvmtmoa. the State of West Virginia owns the animals in the state, while the Forest Service owns 
the land that provides the habitat. Thus, the state agencies and the Forest Service must work in 
ax'peration As a result, the Forest Service and the West Virginia Conservation Commission (later 
known as the West Virginia Department of Natural Resources and now the West Virginia Division of 
Natural Resources) signed a cooperative agreement in February 1952 to provide for the management 
of fish and game habitat on both the George Washington National Forest and the Monongahela. 74 

In 1947, there was a large harvest of beaver furs on the forest, a result of the long-running 
efforts of the Conservation Commission to reintroduce the beaver to the forest. The reintroduction of 
beaver proved to be very successful, and the population had grown so large in several places that 
colonies had to be redistributed. 75 

In 1951, the West Virginia legislature passed a law to allow for a fee of one dollar to be 
charged to hunt or Fish on the forest. A special stamp, issued upon payment of the fee, was attached 
to the regular fishing or hunting license. The fees, which generated about $70,000 a year, were used to 
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construct the impoundments discussed in the recreation section of this chapter, below, as well as other 
habitat improvement work. The fees also paid for ten full-time wildlife managers on the Monongahela 
National Forest and three or four biologists, all of whom were staff members of the state. In addition, 
they also received funding from sales of fishing equipment and through the Pittman-Robertson fund. 

This fee system is still in effect. 76 

The DNR wildlife managers were responsible for particular areas on the forest and did 
some law enforcement work. They hired other staff, sometimes through programs to hire the poor, to 
tackle such projects as pruning the old apple trees on the forest or planting evergreen cover. 77 

When the Monongahela finally received additional financing to hire more staff, the supervisor 
of the forest asked Arnold Schulz, who was then working in Elkins for the West Virginia Conservation 
Commission and was based in the Forest Service building, to take the civil service exam and apply for 
the job. He then became the first wildlife management specialist on the Monongahela in December 
1957 and held the position most of the time until his retirement in 1988. 78 

Schulz, like other new employees, began his career on a ranger district, in this case, the 
Potomac District at Petersburg, working on fire control, timber sales, pulp sales, and grazing areas 

management. He then transferred to the regional office at Upper Darby, Pennsylvania, until August 

-— that could be coordinated 
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Scbuis. hke cHbct no* employee*. began his career on a ranger district. m this ease, the 
* nto “ c at Petersburg, working on fire control, timber sales, pulp sales, and grazing areas 

maaafTTT>em He then transferred to the regional office at Upper Darby, Pennsylvania, until August 
• There, be worked on creating wildlife habitat demonstration areas that could be coordinated 
::rrber sales so that clearings could be planted to provide appropriate food and shelter for 
w.ldhfe Although never fully funded, these plans were the first in the region and among the first in 
the country They were designed to manage the cuts and plantings to increase the wild turkey, grey 
v^uirref and black bear populations. Deer were not of primary concern because deer would be 
annexed to any clearing. The plans were specific to northeastern forests and were not easily 
replicable elsewhere because of the varying species, climate conditions, etc. 79 

The staff in the regional office was also supposed to be responsible for fish management, 
f'ut there were no personnel to do this work, and game management received the highest attention. 
Also, the State of West Virginia had fisheries biologists assigned to the forest to help with these issues 
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Juanita t>» Dil1 ® 7 
Clover Lick, 11 • 

po cahohtas COUN TY 
i. imo 


HISTORY 0? DUHI'OHS COjSTUNI? ' J * 


ELLA FI IT CHARD -1927 


t4ne teween 1740 and 1750 ths king of JSngland sent a s*W 
0 an Ulrica to survey for him. ae surveyed and bought for Ms 
ora a large houndry of land east of the araanhriar Hirer, mast 
a, the Allegheny liouutaina. This hrava angliohman ... haiut. 


earwlck. nis houndry inoludad all of tha land now owned hy Harry J*. 
u , or , f truest a. isoore, the mtoharda, koLaughlins and many other 


land owners who hare bought off of theta larger farms. 

Leiut. Warwick married iiiss .tslisabcth Dunlap, making hiR 

home at Dunmore. Leiut. Warwick returned to jsngland leaving his 
v.ife 'dna^little son Jacob, he died on this trip, nis widow later 
married xiobert *3itlineton of Bath county and they made their home 
at Dunmore until Jacob Warwick v/as 21 years old. nis mother had 
.scured a deed for him covering all of the land owned by his father 
Leiut. nar^ick. 

sitllngton's Creek was named for nobert sitlington. 

kOT?T 

in the lent years of the seventeenth Century a fort was built 
a*er rhor the poetoffice now BtandB, for the protection of pioneer’ 

oiUoro age 1 net Indian raids. A covered walk was built from the 
fort to the *. reek bo they could . Iraye got WIlto r in Safety. 


*be -arrick property douoended 
•». Mathews, Jacob 


to Jacob aarriok e grandsons 
. . 
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dft6 r the death of his wife, the laud res sold to b. »• 

P ” a ;; M th. property to * A. — end fro* hi. it — into th 
ion of *• “• “oore. Andres- ». Unthews lived on the land nor 
* «. *ud D ... ^ 

’ ud it is thought thot he established a postoffice hy that name. 

Andres bathers sold to William A. Duncan and Isaac uoore. 
aoth families occupied the house «. cornelius Pritchard replaced by 
a new house, now the Pritchard homestead. Duncan and moo re combined 
their names and changed the name of the postoffice from ueithewville 
te Duumcre. later Duncan and Uoore divided their purchase, Isaac 
.core established a home.in which d. u. Uoore now lives. Duncan 
sold his lend to John tt. Warrick in 1905, and in lfef>0 it was bought 
ty John Andrew Warwick, tie sold to a ur. Jackson of v.arm Springs, be. 
in 187o is. u. Pritchard of i'redrick county Virginia, exchanged a farm 
on «i£ckEons Hiver tor the Johnson f.-’.rm at Dunmore. 

oor.e' of the descendants of Leiut. Warwick who have "been reared 


et y-unr.ore bre wrs. 8. i>» Hannah, Mrs ii- l. Lixon, Mrs. xteece 
•friicherd, Mrs. naven Deacon, Mrs. Joseph Lyons, lliss Mnybelle 
*oore enl Merritt Moore. 

Dmuaore la the "birthplace and home of the first wife of Uriah 
a*ve:.<r dr. ihe was the daughter of Andrew Mathews, and only lived 
• •'*’ j«*r i after their morriuge, leaving two very young daughters 
. known today au lira, alia oummorson and Mrs. S. U. Hannah, Sr. 

UlLLa 


**• only flour mill for u 
1>Wn ' ,r# and i* ft r run by a pi end Id 
Mfcinf it dependable. 
**U«4 an overehot rheel. | 


number of mileo ray located at 
w. tor poror, which never froce 
iho older mill va* run >,y »hat 
believed to hrVo been built by 


nor 
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r , i a . u. Pritchard 

^ th .re) Later another mill ™ erected by col. 

- ... .....»......—- • "” 7 ” 

■•"t n .....>.»..«>». - “ - “* 

... .......... ...*•» •••>*"• ■“* **■ ■'*"“* ■“ * 

planing machine rhich made It a very business center. 

The first store building .as built of logs. It still stands 

an the bent of the creak and is ormed by r'red Pritchard, r'rrst 
rerchents uho kept this store fere Duncan a Dot, neftona a oeorge 
.ilson later kept store in the sane building. After this nicherd 
meanings «es in the/snerchautile business in a nee; and up to date 
bonding on the banks of the race, o'hie building fas destroyed by 
fire a few years ago. 

W. H. uackley end B. F. licElwee "built the house vhere J* fl. 
i’rl'.whard xiow resiaes and uEed this store room until business 
r 'Toti. thee to "build greater. In this new "building 0. E. Pritchard 


»*o» !ote buelneee. 

• . a. Bauitly built and lived where Fred Pritchard now lives. 
*••*••”* j eiml Tiff a built the residence which is no v ’ the Dunr.ore notel 
.1 v i by aland x»oitinghmn. ure. uary hull built her hone 
r^’office* u, A. tfool built and oponod the store where Gray 
■ ’i# . rr it in the bualneou. Mnfrod JJcElwoo built the bungalows 

“* ** n « Sheete now live. All of tb« n\ 

► 'lea** ► >nee.eleo fr<m Jake Mghtnore on the Huntersville road 

* ^ UoUu f hlii,« on the oitlington road were sold off the 

lro.«r\>. Beyond the PresbyterIon Churoh nil wae ae the 
** left it. in the eoode. 
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Gillian and Hsq. Hugh McLaughlin bought ehout loOO ac.e 
A;ldrew Mathere, originally the Leiut. Warwick curvey. xhis lend 
tstes in all of the McLaughlin homes including the Brooks* corbett, 
BU d Deputy’s forms. William McLaughlin and his brother asq. Hugh 
come to rooahontns in 182‘J. 

John Carpenter another old pioneer settled on ah ones creek, ne 


deviled his laud among his four sons, William, John Jr., Hugh and 
rater, xhis land is now the homes of Harry x'aylor, James Watson 
and John Will carpenter. 

Bear the mouth of titling ton creek the land was owned by 
ituben Lindsy and Jonathan Potts. i‘he site where the torn of 
Haywood now stands, was originally owned by a colored family by 
the ueme Df Diggs. They sold to Andrew natliff, ’"ho sold to ueorge 


Hay. dame was purchased by the Warren Lumber Co. and ueed foE a 
lumber yard and manufacturing town. 

xhorny Creek was first settled by Martin billey, from Maryland 
of .uaker descent, in 1620. ue located where his son Andrew lived; 
he >eingr the father of aanson and Amos Gilley, v;ho resided on the 
‘ ld 1 re :tCBd * Kev * Jrmea Unless one of the original settlers of 
-ny crook settled sometime during the 20*8. at his death leaving 
' Sc tate to Me nephew John r. Y.'anless. 

uunl*p UcCutuhnnv Junuurv n th ia*>k 

* th ‘ 182 *’ carried aiisebeth 
°‘' <r,4 *° i-.nd ecltled on Thome b creek. While 

r,r , * 6 ‘° UOt the first 

thlB cr<sok » they enme koto after the 
t . t . T the 0i g^nicati on of 

• '• olM f » r n.ar for .. U '° ir ho ~ a 

. 

• *' * I of tend , >.4 . 

of ** "»r» 1 bk earv, h *° h ****** * P 


►art 
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illiwm and naq. Hugh McLaughlin bought about 1C00 acres from 
.A:.irer. Mathews, originally the Leiut. Warwick Eurvey. xhiB lend 
t.ni:os in oil of the McLaughlin homos including the Brooks, corbett, 
aui Deputy* s farms, William McLaughlin ana his brother B9q. Hugh 
come to rocahontos in 18gy. 

John werpeuter another old pioneer settled on xhomas creek, tie 
deviled bis land among his four sons, William, John Jr., Hugh and 
rater, ibis land is now the homes of narry I'aylor, James V/atson 
and John win carpenter. 

aear the mouth of oitlington creek the land, v.’as owned by 
«uben Mndsy and Jonathan Potts. (The site where the town of 
^aywood now stands, was originally owned by a colored family by 
fr.e i-ens of Bi StJ a. They sold to Andrew natliff, -ho sold to ueorpe 

“ T - ’ ras purch8eed *•* the Warren lumber uo. a„d used for a 

lurVjer end manufacturing town. 

' ' 3r " 5 ’ l ' reGk '"“ s flrst aettl84 *y uartin uilley, from tierylana 
=f in 16C0 - - !•**•« where Ms son Andre, lived- 

]*"* fath ° ; ’ ° f “ tnSOn a " d A "° a ««U». who resided on the 
" 0V- '" U " ea ' ,anleaa 0118 ° f «>• o^Einal settlers of 


t#M * , 0 ^ cr •><*» Wanl.es. 

■ 


' ao, ■ 


«amo i-oni aft ' 


*' • Mrta.ny . •• r u ‘« orp,„i a ,,tIon of 

, 

M « ^-d , hlBh 


th Qir homo 


• 4 


V(.*0 
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illinra JJottingham of the Olnde Hill neighborhood, mrrried 


4 _. >r .. Arbogest, duughter of Adam Arbognst, and rettled in the woods, 
ihis i9 now one of our best farms, and is owned by nr. Ligon Brice 
c} n c:’ the death of hi 8 parents Mr. and Mrs. o. calvin Hr ice. 

^e^rge craig, father of the late i*ev. Ilerton craig, was the 
earliest settler at Ulade Mill. A sad tragedy has impressed this 
feet, rhe colored nurse became angry when reproved by urs. craig 
t:id r.s an expression of her wrath she threw the baby girl in a large 


settle of boiling water. That the mother might forget this horrible 
Scene, t-ey sold the nurse to col. Haul Ilcug^l'nf nillsboro, who then 
i the Andrew Mathews farm. Isaac Moore bought the ulade nill 

:*rn from Haul UcUeel, ana a . n. uoore inherited it from his father 
farm has been sold again and divided into three which are 
; Charles Nottingham, ^ameu r/ilfong end Carles wilfong. 
benjamin Arbogadt, one of the pioneers of the Buzzard 
-vlfhborhood built « brick house where Cornelius Bustard now lives 
“ tn thlB home the y hei of their preaching services 

:zz r;; r ahoes in htm4,r,aii:ea to 

■ On tneir return they attended Sunday School and prayer ■ 

, r ! '' 1Ch l;OTdUOtea 111 JOhn 8 »«"» W «..en they dii all 

■ ** h0reo - v o «o »-t vender that the, - 

■ ....her Uv . 4 C ’’" a tk#lr .^ 

• lxa <* on tho f Rrn Strips W 

to,' 

“ Ux ”• viTii ...r. u h *’ u,lt of lo F* dust 

, J., ' i, “ HUmh . - v 

h _ * xn ° 1958- 
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te,a to the services of Almighty ood. on the C7th day of August 
Station services hy nev. Charles c- H. Bee. Text 187 Psslm 
of the first verse. By order of the urcenbrier Presbytery, this 
church -as organized by Jihn U* Barr on the 21st day of August lr;9, 
r «. h Id members from Liberty Church at Creenbanl: es follows: 

S^bert i>. McCutchsn, end Robert Curry, ruling elders; Elisabeth i. 
-cCutuhan, Kancy McLaughlin, Samuel ucCutchen,,Christine Jane 

-,-utchan, Jili^abeth ii, Curry, Caroline it.Nottingham, Lancy C. 
:;cCutchan, *atilda J. Craig, Caroline J5. Warrick, John B. McCutchan, 
.-b-rt L. ilcCutchan, t«illiom A. McCutchan and Jilixabeth L. Mc6utchan. 
rtstore v:ho have served this church: 

Hev. J. C. Barr, Kevs. K. P. Kennedy, u. C. Dunlap, A. K. .Hamilton, 
j. h. McCown, «m T. Price,D. D.ifi. F. Alexander, it. K. Caldwell, 
a. v.'. McLaughlin, K* : P. Fults, Lain, J. S. Mennieon, 

D. M nroe. 

rho .--miner:, students who have endeared themselves by their faithful 

■ rMic; rfevg. J. V. McCall, A.D. Watkins, Lewis Lancaster now a 
t5 China, and narlon «: denatricker now a missionarv in 


.hi. church haa one outpost at ucLaughlin School house Which 

. WQ Mtan to th. church, two donoona. and ontahliahad 


h.. tli.d many r.embore 
*•*1 Christian h>rr.s8. 
fh. aoldiorr during 


- the olvU „«, oanpod In thU Me now 

U.» a. oomfortnhly ft,*,*. al>4 Uft u . ^ 

« 

• • ‘ 1 " poi t rummorl l-Lfc) 

• »ui of whiuh glv 
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f liltle to mar the building, and much to encourage the 

r‘ 'nual life. All this with three new alders and three new Deecone 

uia add r.uoh strength to the cause of Christ. 

METHODIST CHURCH 

unaer the leadership of Hev. Vi. E. Sallen C ee the uethodist 
.Oisoepel Ohtach. bouth m built in 1890 and 1891. it »os dedicated 
in AttfcUst 1891 by or. 9. V. foung. Trustees were v,illiam a. tockley. 
eaeob Taylor, u. 3- Moore and <J. «. Moore. *nk Lev'isburg District 
conference met at the church at that time. 

The building of the church and organizing of the society was 
largely due to the efforts of Rev. ballengee and his eetimsble wife, 
fourteen pastors have served this chuech. xhe present pastor is 
seT, Jj. o< dhires. 

•ihe uethodist congregation at Uunmore have done much to express 
•- e ir loyalty; their church building is in first class condition 
having very recently undergone many repairs, including a good furnace. 

.he present trustees are, n. M. Moore, a. U. Moore, s. Ed ‘raylor 
>•'.nfrei -cRlwcc, cruy Campbell, stewards: H. u. Il-.bre, U. J. Campbell 
a. Uc^uain, and h. M. Taylor. 

ihe ministers who have gone out from this church are Rev. J. A. 

Taylor end *ov. D. ov/ecker. 
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A •« Mo1 ''“ U41n6 . _„ „„bool „hs in eersio 


„ s0 hool b»lUl>* « r0US " " a rttl , in version 

the homes of trance and —el noLnufhlin te ught 
at this point for about twenty years. ^ ^ „ 83ton oosby. 

her. v-xre dohn *• ' i# *« ek ‘ 0l ^’ a “i e8 ’ uoolt , Ind the last school 

a n. toohridga. Albert Nottingham, ohatles 

. ta , ht in this building m * *ood neighbor nrs. 
that tbs taught in building that ie 

"" USe ' oaimunity ve have the following schools; nillside. 

An the j/unmore community ve na 

-u-ard. Thorny wreek, mdbaughlin. wurry and ^unnore. -£he Jtoxmore 

building in 1880. tiles Kmna Warwick 
school res started in a one room building 

.« the first teacher. Our town non has a two room building which 

„ located a short distance from whore the old building stood. 

. t , stole community has access to a first slass high school 

et *reenbank. which is being veil attended. 


umrSTOAT, S?Rll;G~ 


l>unr.ore is noted for its fine mineral springs, The Li this 
. . .* ie gaining favor for its purity and the analyses shows this 
. v> be vor.; oir.ilar to the femous auroke springs in Arkansas. 

.•o eilu« wuljmuo, Unguesla and Qhlybeat are yet quietly 
. , to the uroentrtir niver unappreciated. 

ir.n farmer* »oro firut attracted to this beautiful valley. 

4e •outer If it true not tho beauty of the ooenory which compares with 
-"I . lnnd, »o ooyn nn art let who hno reoontly toured that 

oooisrful country. 


ft* 


rot Vr o*4 


velufttle white pin* lnvltod 
►r »u*ht to ^ooehontee oouuty 


' ny 1 umbo man, The first 
who lountod on Thomas crook. 
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the fat eleok horses bear the honor of the transportation of this 
railroad from Staunton, Virginia. (This was for the transportation of 

logs to the mill and did not connect with outside railroads.) 

A large portion of the timber was floated out of Sitlington oreek 

into :he ^reenbrier hiver and on to rconcevert. Today the white 
zine Is exhausted and the hardwood is being manufactured here and 

shipped in lumber via the Greenbrier Division of the u. & 0. railway, 
-r.c narrow pathways are fast being replaced by good roads and 


state high”ays. 
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KIoTGFY OF HILLSBORO COTm iTilTY 
(Pocahontas County, /. Vc..) 

By 

Mary Tnetta Wallace 

The town of Hillsboro is located in a rich and beautiful 
valley. It is two and one-half miles from the nearest railroad 
station called Scebcrt and named in honor of a family by that 
name which settled there in the wilderness in the early days. 
Hillsboro was named for Richard Hill, the pioneer fra# North 
Carolina, who built his home on a good farm in the neighborhood 
cf Lobelia. His house was an unusua.lly good one for that age. 

Simon Girty, the renegade, told that tho Indians were so im¬ 
pressed -with the fine display of the home of Mr. Hill that they 
called him the white man’s king. 

The house was built of hewed logs, and the space between 
were filled with wood, mortar or mud, and then white washed. It 
had throe porches, two tall chimneys, and eight rooms. Hills 
Creek was namod for Mr. Hill and, because of his sterling worth, 
“will sing his rcc.uicm as long as its waters flow." The creek 
f 1 ^wo through a narrow channel v/hich increases its velocity until 
It plunges over a precipice si;:ty or more feet high forming a 
l*rfoct 3pray and creating the beautiful Palls of Hills Creek. 

Bruffcy'o Creek named after the first settlor, John 
!ru r fcy, son cf Patrick Bruffcy, the pioneer, a revolutionary 
told lor under General ’ayne, unites ip time of flood with Hills 
Cr rtir where thoir vatore oink under Droop Mountain to appear again 
in tno 1 u.r ond of tho Littlo Lcvolo. Hillo Crock forms Locus t 
>ack and e=*>Uvo into tho Orocnbrlor River. Bruffcy# Crock 
:<-rma Hughso Cr»ek nd after oinking and partly oinking for tuc 
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mi Ice, empties into the Blue Hole. Many of the numerous progeny 
of Richard Hill founded their homes in the Hillsboro Community. 

The majority <£ the people of Hillsboro Community are of 
Scotch-Irish descent, tlieir chief pursuits being agri culture and 
stock raising. Many fine herds of cattle and sheep, from time 
immemorial, have been prepared for the eastern markets and at 
the present time under the stimulus of our county agent, Mr. 

H. C. C. \7illey, the farmers arc becoming thoroughly aruuacd to 
the importance of purebred stock. 

As the traveler ascends by an easy climb and gentle un¬ 
dulations the winding road cut on the face of Droop Mountain he 
beholds a panorama of unsurpassed loveliness when the sun pours 
his effulgent warmth and brightness over mountains, plains, 
valleys, and hills as they unite in proclaiming "The Lord reign- 
eth, let the earth rejoice," He also beholds historic ground, 
for it V7as at the foot of Droop Mountain rhere General Avcrill 
with 5000 men pitched their tents before the Battle of Droop 
.fountain which began on November 6, 1863. 

Hillsboro has always been a religious and educational 
center. John Jordan cf pioneer fame gave a building site to the 
Hcthodi Bt church which was destroyed by fire and they have since 
built four other churches in the community and now worship in a 
very conf or table , commodious building in the town of Hilloboro. 

In extrocto from the journal of Rev. Francis Asbury we il nd that 
in the years 1780, 1790 and 1796 he nvado three evangelistic tcurs 
through this section of the country coming U P through Greenbrier 
Cvui.ty ach tine nnd being entertained and preaching at the home 
f UW el in the Little Lcvclo, going from there to the Drinnon 
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home where ho v/ao received so "gladly nd entertained so "kindly" 
in the Edrny neighborhood. His course led from there to ClovcrlicV 
down through lygarto valley in Randolph County enroute to lloxg-n- 
town. At the McNeel hone lively religious discussions were in¬ 
dulged in by the whole community. 

Oak Grove Presbyterian Church was organised in the year 
1793. Tho early records of the Church were lost and no one 
remembers when it was built. A substantial brick structure in 
which this sect worshipped for many years was later built south¬ 
east of Hillsboro, where the cemetery is still kept up. In 1830 
the Church was reorganized and Josiah Beard, Davis Poague. and 
John Jordan were elected elders. The most distinguished ministers 
who served this Church from 1820 to 1872 were Rev. Joseph Brown, 
Rev. In. G. Campbell, Rev. John S. Blain, Rev. Mitchcl B. Dunlap, 
and Rev. D. S. Sydenstricker. 

A new church, a frame building, was built in the town of 
Ullsboro, -.here the present church is loc .ted, in the early 
-iniotry of Dr. D. S. oydenotricker. He was succeeded by the 
pre.^nt pastor, Rev. J. C. Johnson. The frame church was tarn 
- n in the year 1910, as it was deemed advisable to repair the 
old church ~»ith a new one. A new brick building occupies the 
n< bo ,*c tho name cf "Oak Grove Church" in memory of the 
pioneer church Although surrounded by a maple grove. The two pre- 
7 llini: don alnat ions, Methodists and Presbyterians, h'.ve been 
u*;ii lly blessed In securing mini store of great spiritual tlsion 
-n t c*> eor«lion, for whi<h is expressed thoir gratitude and 
jreoi.tloa. 
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In the early part of the eighteenth century a very im¬ 
portant educational werk flourished in ,4i >.t .as then the villi£c 
of Hillsboro. Under the aiporvision of Rev. Joseph Brown the 
brick Academy was built and contained tin large ccntr 1 room ith 

two wings. The name of Hillsboro vis abandoned in deference to 
that of "Academy", so strong was the impress of the school's in¬ 
fluence on the minds and hearts of the people. In rcc.rt years 
the old name of Hillsboro has been restored to the town. 

H. A. Dunlap cf Ponca City, Oklahoma, has contributed some 
recollections of ante bellura days from hie remarkable memory of 
conversations heard In the home of his Uncle Rev. M. D. Dunlap, 

He thinks the first toachcr aver in Hillsboro community was a mon 
by the name cf Keenan who taught more than a hundrod years ago. 

This teacher was considered a ver$ learned man from the fact that 
he could road and write and had figured in the arithmetic as far 
as the rule of throe. The next teacher was Rev. John 3. Blain, 
a Presbyterian preacher, a teacher, and a physician. He is dos- 
scribed as a large, lean, strong, man possessed of a kindly face 
and gentle heart. The description ie ttmewhat contradictory as he 
is said tc have whipped 13 boys the second day of school, 21 the 
the third day, and 5 and 6 each day for about a week. After that 
no further trouble was experienced. But the school had an unsavory 
reputation that had to be disciplined, md he used the means wi thin 
his power. The wife of Dr. Blain was a LHs3 KacRoberts, sister of 
Archibald MacRoberte, who made his home with them and told that 
panthers would a one times enter their spring house*and drink their 
milk. Mr. MacRoberts, whose fathor was a Randolph of Roanoke and 
descendant uf Pocahontas, was the next teacher. He was woll 
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eduoated and a man of great talents that he used only under com- 
pulsion. Ho wau a '7hig, and in a campaign then being conducted 
between a >/hig -nd a Democrat - in which the Whig v/as defeated 
in the argument - Mr. KacRoberts became so disgusted tlu t he 
followed them to the next appointment and so completely routed 
tho Democrat that he made it suit to steer clear if his antagonist. 

The next teacher was Rev. Joseph Brown whose gentle, 
Christian character greatly endeared him to the people; and it 
is to he taken for granted that as he v/as instrumental in the 
building of the brick Academy he must have been the first teacher 
within its walls. Rev. U. B. Dunlap succeeded him and taught 
from 1C35 to 1845, His school had a wide reputation among his 
pupils and enjoyed the patronage of the Lewises and Irwins of 
Kanawha county; Tyrees -nd others of Fayetto County; the Hayneses 
and others of Monroe County; the Johnsons, Bear3, and others of 
Grejnbn cr County; the Bensons, Lightness, and Ruckmans, of 
Highly d County, Virginia, and the Lc\7ises and others of 3ath 
County, Virginia. He taught throughout the entire yoar and 
sought the help of the more advanced pupils, notably, Rev. \7m. 

T. Price and Rev. James Haynes. It w.aB his opinion that about 
eighty pupils v7ere as many as one man could handle. 

Mr. Kelso of Pennsylvania and Miss Prisoi 11a Ramsey of 
-u./uota County, Virginia, taught one session, and after tho cIojo 
of school were married and went to western Pennsylvania to con¬ 
duct a boarding school. Rov. Daniol A. Pcnick filled the posi¬ 
tion of toachsr ono year, boarded at Colonel Paul McNodl's, and 
the fr-Uc- lng autumn married tho latter’s oldest daughter. Rov. 
Mr. Zacrcon t ught two soslions, bo-rdod at Colonel McNeel's, 
w* wulc a e 'jnpaos th.t an a porfoot lino from the McNeel gats 
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tc tho Academy. Mr. Emerson was said to bo a relative of Ralph 
tfoldc anorson and a native of How England. Miss M .ry S. Loveroge 
of Connecticut taught in Hillsboro at the same time, but in a 
difforent building. Mr. Emerson became one cf her moat ardent 
admirers, but her choice fell to Mr. Henry Clark. Mr. Dunlap is 
under the impression that Mr. Emerson never married, which is an 
erroneous enc because he established a school for young h dies at 
Shemariah, Augusta County, Virginia, in viiich he was assisted by 
his wife. Miss May Sprinkel taught in the home of Colonel Mciloel 
tho first year of the Civil Yar and was bet:.rothcd to John Eurgcss 
the first m-ji from this community to be killed by the Non^fcern 
soldiers in their initial raid through the coaantry. 

From the .foregoing interesting data it is easy to under¬ 
stand why so many noble and worthy lives were moulded in this fine 
institution of learning. The lives of Mr. Hanuanius Stulting and 
family deserve special mentioh. They wore natives of Holland, 
and to cecapfc religious persecution, braved the perils of the deep 
:.i. the rude craft of that day and came to dwell am nfi us when the 
country was in its infancy. They were valuable additions to the 
social life of the community ana through their devoted piety 
accomplished much gcod in this the laid of their adoption. Mr. 
Cornelius atulting, eldest son in the family, was a fine teacher 


for many years and died recently, mourned by all -.to know him. 

’Vs. C \nrl3 Stultify Sydcnstricker, a drughter in the family, gave 
her life as * min si on-ary to Chinn, twing aont as ' member d the 
o*A Orove Church. 


Riv, J, a, Kennleon, a minister new in Albemarle 
y. C.. is \rothsr worthy representative in tho itietcr*» 
church. Tho firet permanent eettlor in 
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:.i. the rude craft of that day and came to dwell am nfi us when the 
country was in its infancy. They were valuable additions to the 
social life of the community ana through their devoted piety 
accomplished much gcod in this the laid of their adoption. Mr. 
Cornelius atulting, eldest son in the family, was a fine teacher 


for many years and died recently, mourned by all -.to know him. 

’Vs. C \nrl3 Stultify Sydcnstricker, a drughter in the family, gave 
her life as * min si on-ary to Chinn, twing aont as ' member d the 
o*A Orove Church. 


Riv, J, a, Kennleon, a minister new in Albemarle 
y. C.. is \rothsr worthy representative in tho itietcr*» 
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the Hillsboro Community ~s John HcKtftl of Frederic*. Comity, 

of a pugilistic tenperonent r.A. ir. the fe ur 
that he had slain an antagonist, fled fron his native land >nd be¬ 
came a fugitive who f ollo-ed the trend of the .aies'.Anicu . - ter 

spending sometitie in thair gloomy depths he emerged into this 
section of the country and was so favorably impressed with the 
fertile l.jid, fine timber, -nd the general out-look of a goodly 
place in which to dwell, that he c at his tent on the identic slope 
between where are now the gc.te at the road and the r.tthcw John 
Ifcllefcl residence. He come here in tne ys..r 1765. .if ter he beg n 
to occupy his tent or c mp, paddod, ..ufflod, footsteps were heard 
circling the camp at r.ight. He feigned sleep, keeping his gun 
near at hand, until he heard some thing stealthily creep upon the 
poles forming the roof. lien he looked in the direction of the 
sound he beheld, by the light of the camp fire, the lirey eyes of 
» panther. He lost no time in getting rid of the unreleone visitor, 
One day while out hunting for venison and fibh he met 
Charles and Jacob Kennison, natives of his home land, who proved 
angels in disqulse in bringing to him the glad tidings that the man 
he thought he hadkillea had recovered ?nd was then in good health. 
Imagination fails to convey tne great relief and gratitude that 
filled his heart to know he was not a murderer, of which ais future 
life gave convincing evidence. He invited the Kennisons to share 
his camp and aided them in selecting a home site edjoining his 
tract. About this time John Me Neel must have built himself a 
cabin in tixe rear of the Matthew John McNcel residence, near a 
wonderful spring in that locality. These three men soon returned 
lil# low * r v Ucy Virginia. It was on this visit that 
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marrled Martha Davis who was bom in Wales in 1740. Soon after 
their marriage they came to the Little Levels to make their home. 

They brought with them a Welch Bible now in the possession of 
Joseph S. Me Neel, son of Captain William Lamb McNeel. 

Joseph AfcNeel is the man who offered, free of charge, 
marble or granite to build our new State Capitol. This stone 
exists in great abundance within the beautiful hills that encompass, 
our mountains and that shelter our valley on the 'Jest. It has 
been a source of great disappointment to many to have such a Gener¬ 
ous offer rejected and one that, if it had been accepted would 
have filled the heart of every citizen with a just and civic pride. 

John McNeel was so deeply impressed with a sense of God's 
providential care that, in gratitude to Him, he built the White 
Pole Church on the hill set apart for the McNeel cemetery, the 
first Church in the Community. These three men joined the expedi¬ 
tion to Point Pleasant in October 10, 1774. They were stared to 
return hone, but only for a short time, as they enlfc ted in-a 
co-ipcany formed in Frederic!: County, Virginia, during the Revolution. 
..iter that experience they returned to this country and resumed 
the even tenor of their livss." 

A pathetic tradition informs us that vh ile John McNeel 
r .b at oint Pleasant c. child was born md died before his return, 

-v th*t the r.other, r/ith her own hands, made the coffin, dug the 
r-ve r ' 4 ouried the child. This vfas the first grave in the 
fc. ee, «.«- jslury, natir the /hlte Pole Church, which spot al'fords 
tuen ch r .in* j ndjc po views of the eurrounding country. 

jus nt*r we cvma to the northern asetion of the Hllleboro 
- . unity, ‘hieh le Mill Point, a charm in* little industrial 

▼UU*c lnsiidir* within lie limits proper a store, a blaokeniti* 
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I shop, two floi-r mills nA *1 ~ 9 ” 

AAa * • nd three homes, Jt» lv __ . 

' by bum - -„ th , - ; r , :::r T :r 

rdr" ° V ° r the ”‘' Je ' ti0 '" 3Ci> of the ■-«-> their C r,ce- 

contour „ the y oo„ror 8 e toner, t he TlU -.. oncio.in, a eoene 

„ entrr.no lnE beauty. Surely ne o n endore the Poatoiet .nd eay. 
"?he little hills rejoice on every side!" 

Juet above the village a beautiful nd picturesque 
spring is found tucked away in a sheltered nook amonghthe lovely 
foothills that dip their feet into the laughing waters of Stem,: in s 
Cr^ek. The spring gushes forth so abundantly from its source r.e 
to form a miniture cataract. The water 10 so ^ure .nd cold that 
is called the Blue Spring. There is a tradition that herds of 
buffalo formerly gathered in the valley facing the spring to 

nk from its pure, crystal water and that it was from the stamp¬ 
ing of the buffalo that "Stamping Creek" derived its name. 

T;. o of the tribes of Indians that frequented this region 
the Ottawa* and the Shawness. Pontiac and Cornstalk were 
**,ng their leaders. The death of the Bridger boys is the most 
k ” araatlC at ory of Indian cruelty we know in connection - ith the 
?o.nt -ort. Nathan, a colored boy, belonging to Lawrence 
Lrinnon was sent to the Levels for help when Henry Baker was kni- 
•tf. one ail# above the mouth of Stony Creek. After burying the 
dead ..nd remaining long enough to learn that the Indians had de¬ 
camped, the ; oculng party debated among themselves as to the 
*it<ui ujd .aftit wny to return. All except the Bi idger boys and 
*€*^-4 to cano do»m by the 'odtfell place situated in the 
, u the ro i! • ac more open. The three ooya 

^ *ocnt*in t; i. it h 'The Notch" on the ..uld. i 
b '***♦ Aoth 4 th# brid^.cr ve wore hilled nd buried at tho 
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Hill Point fort on thu knoll non occupied by the Isaac McNcel 
residence. The colored boy was saved by stopping to tie his 
moccaoin. The whoop of the Indians was heard signaling from 
Gillilian Mountain, the Auldridge Mountain, and the head of Stamp¬ 
ing Creei^ informing each other that the whites were aroused and th •: 
they must flee. The people who live in thi3 conuunity are the 
McNeels, Beards, Clarks, Morrisons, Clendenins, Bruffeys, Hills, 
Moores, Clutters, Auldrjdges, Harpers, Kennisons, Wades, Lewises, 
McCartys, McCoys, Smiths, Cackleys, Ruckmans, McLaughlins, and 
others, 


In the ^rvparuti^n of thin article the writer in 
\i Ir. *&. T. J riru'r Uintory '** ?«cnhento.# County, 
9*tarnr ta«f<u«, *• **i; «« to frionde »ntf nJifchtor*. 
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AH ACROSTIC *u nil ,L J or— p~, 

- -- -■ • £ _ - •>■— ■ > . 

ygSr VIECIKT, 


Kirrorea an beauty, 
inviting i n c harin, 

~ Vlllare ^ **11 Point 

Linked annrjp farms. 

Purling around Toot hills 

Invadarv? tne flour malla. 

r A e r- e j he TTiii °^ 

- turn tho old alii wheels. 
£U £\ and llTn P^ d flow the utr -in* 

cagi ’f the hlll » 

- ln a ne8h Of div dreins 
H £"? ]>«■“»/ an around. 

- fl*" 9 d ' ,r "‘ is brooding 
HaFurlt ^ S' 61 * «» fair, 

~ Tou r cha 3 d h ^ r t t he%J b h r rU t Hn « 

4 i wA&fr&sa. 

rflvS-"”'' 

Veonen tried " esteads 

' e ^ q ui n s‘f e e Sprint fens 

i.urnin& to and fro. 

Views from Cliffside 
Invite arrest. a n d i urp 
Romance and nystery abide' 

Ooodne.33 and nercy endure 

Innumerable font -paths ield' 

Near and far they stray 
into valley and mead ‘ 

Across the hills and away. 


i'he first 
beforu the 


part of this 
State Road 


poem was written 
was built 1 l.i l 


1 
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Ladle# «u»rt Oentlsmen:- 

YOU fcuTs Ju.t wi tnosucd . BOen# fr0a 
B^ter Jbdg. of th. circuit Court l„ „ nd ’ °' 

- — - -»««rrirr * . 

Hunters rule. .tn not. lb . „„ t „. „ ~ 

county official, took the muses or the , 

.hoot th. histor lc uettleuent * IZ 'ZS “** ’* “ 

I *011 no. Utt„p, ,0 glT, you , re. ,r th. hl.t.rlo.l root, rolotlug 
to the oDtobllahment. und founding of thle early county #e.t. 

in the beginning it was auggeeted by many that th# tow be called 3«ith- 
▼ llle, but through the insistence of John Brudshaw and o number of nls 
loyal friends, the name Huntersville wuo adopted, aa a apeoial compliment 
to the hunters that swarmed through during ths trading season, aho bartered 
with their pelts and venison hams and to whose preaenoe and patronage the 
town owe0 very much for its prosperous development. After the organization 
of the county Hunleravllle retained precedence aa the principal trading place 
for the [entire county. The largest stores, blackmith shops und lawyers 
ehope were loouted here. The courts served as a gathering place for people 
of all wLlks of life, more especially the local politloiana und the legal 
talent fpom the surrounding towns of the state. The stores and bar rooms 
did o thriving business during the early Court sessions, and once a year the 

town played host to the -Big Muster." This event would bring out all subject 
to nlllthry duty bot...n th. ago. of 18 to 45. Th. moot oot.hl. duy. In 
th. hlotbry Of Hunter,.111. .nd of th. oouuty oltl.cn. took pl.c. dur.ng lb. 
...k of Eh. general nu.ter. Hnny nlllt.r, dtgin.t.rl.. fro. th. l.rg.r 

^r.Jorr^ I “’ 

uffutr u,uull*| ended -1U ^ Lug — ' 

timid the muffle of drums and a prooesei n 

w 4 ii« the fife and bugle corps ployed the military 
beautiful silk flags while the fire an 

strain. Of Bonaparte’s Ketreat.- ColonelB of the 127th Kegl*®t 

the -»tingui.hed oltUens^ ^ ^ 

were John Benjamin Tulin. 

James T.il—. *• T * Gu “° n ~^Z^JZ ^oahonta. a* the town of 

After the establishment of the 
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Kumt«r»*Ule. designated «• **• • **<» Ooemlssloasrs wit appolatsd 

M a«u ivt ycatraot to ibQ lowest bid*** ror me >uUau< of • 

brlok court house. brick olerk'w office mod brio* Jell. While th Is o>o»Uu8- 
%icn »-s l» progress was ««r**d that oourt would b» held et th* rssldmioe 
of bn 5 x^a»bu» until ft temporary Court House oould be provided. a lift 
r« th* bulking for th* seat of Justice we* made peeelbl* by m deed fro* 

John " _i.i.^ . Aad bis « fs Sanoy to ths Justlo* of Pocahontas County and 

tb«lr successor* la off loo* a tract of lend consisting of ltd polos. Thl* 
occurred oo September 3rd 13c2 . . apodal lary m*a* available s buili tug 

funf of for th# erection of « temporary court house sod th* contract 

a ,l ,»ardac to John Mlokels, lstcr this fund aaa increased to $1,11*.83 fa 
tbs trvcti»a of th* permanent structure th»t mi constructed by Veter McLain 
j2 o from tho records tho entire structure Including n»ny slterstlono and 

sociosurf of tho court houso lot **.» completed In 1SH8. 

..moos the high lights la tho history of Huntersville «o night mention 
tbo disastrous fire which occurred In the winter of 13SS, by which salt of 
the Tillage ».# ooneuaeu to aahcs- During thw war between mo States a greater 
part of the town was burned by federal troops sent in froa the Garrison at 
Beverly to prevent it froa being a Confederate depot for military supplies* 
th-a peace was restored between the States Huntersville recuperated 
ropldly. Flourishing stores were carried on by Amos Barlow, J. C. Loury A 
»o«j fioury and Doyle, for many ye«rs a thriving business was carried on 
m the harness and saddle business, firet by John Haines and later by 
Villiaa Fertlg and William Gross and Son. 

ascng the prominent citizens that nade up the ollentel of the early 

= =>/• of Huntersville we will hurrldly mention the circuit Judge# who presided 
at the coart. Judge Taylor, of Lexington; J. J. Allen. Plncastle; also 
Judge Jc-aa.n of the same city; Judge Harrison. Union; Judge Holt and 
McWhorter. Leelsburg; und Judge Campbell,^nlon. The office of Coca-onwet. 1th 
Attorney s.s held by Johnson Reynolds, Lewlaburg; W. H. Terrell, Wan 
Springs. D. A. Stofer, H. 3. Turk and L. M. MoClintic, of Huntersville- 
•nccg the resident attorneys who practiced at the bar ws find the name* of 
7. . Bradford, D. a. Stofer, is. Skeen, H. S. Rucker, R. S. Turk, Joe 

^ycer. soorne. C. ?. Moore, M. C. McHeel. 1. A. Bratton, L. It. MoClintic, 
.ad Aadrte Price. 

The resident physio Ians aere as follows: Dr. So ton. Dr. McClelland, 

'r • . e. r. Hayne. Dr. Moffett, Dr. Patterson, Dr. Hamilton and later 
'* *• X^etxldge, a resident of neurby. Among the proalnent early 

eda*. tsrs »#f# J. C. Humphreys. A. Crawford, Hev. P. l. Magruder, J. Woods 
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= =>/• of Huntersville we will hurrldly mention the circuit Judge# who presided 
at the coart. Judge Taylor, of Lexington; J. J. Allen. Plncastle; also 
Judge Jc-aa.n of the same city; Judge Harrison. Union; Judge Holt and 
McWhorter. Leelsburg; und Judge Campbell,^nlon. The office of Coca-onwet. 1th 
Attorney s.s held by Johnson Reynolds, Lewlaburg; W. H. Terrell, Wan 
Springs. D. A. Stofer, H. 3. Turk and L. M. MoClintic, of Huntersville- 
•nccg the resident attorneys who practiced at the bar ws find the name* of 
7. . Bradford, D. a. Stofer, is. Skeen, H. S. Rucker, R. S. Turk, Joe 

^ycer. soorne. C. ?. Moore, M. C. McHeel. 1. A. Bratton, L. It. MoClintic, 
.ad Aadrte Price. 

The resident physio Ians aere as follows: Dr. So ton. Dr. McClelland, 

'r • . e. r. Hayne. Dr. Moffett, Dr. Patterson, Dr. Hamilton and later 
'* *• X^etxldge, a resident of neurby. Among the proalnent early 

eda*. tsrs »#f# J. C. Humphreys. A. Crawford, Hev. P. l. Magruder, J. Woods 



rrlc#, «d irof. Killer from Fennaylwunia. To Huntersville la due the 
dlatlnotlon of being the first plade In Pocuhontna County where a Sunday 
School wue held throughout the year, thle »aa conducted In 1839, by a fcoun* 
minister, J. U. Harrie of the Fresbyteriun faith. The first preaohlng 
services occurred in ihe winter of 1823-24 by the Rer. S. B. White. Par many 
years religious services were held in the court house, then when the Academy 
w. 8 built in 1842 it was used as a place of worship hy Methodists of all 
branches. The Presbyterian church was constructed in 1835, where all 
denominations worshipped. The first sacramental services held after the war 
was c nducted by the Reverends K. D. Dunlap and «. T. Price. The Methodist 
church was constructed in or about 1876. 

In the year 1878 the Coasnlasion of Pocahontas County ordered that a 
structure of s.nd stone be built for a county Jail, si. lch stands on the 
present site today and is now one of the most enduring land marks designates 
the period vhen Huntersville was a bustling community and the site of the 
county seat. 

Time does not permit me to mention all of the interest ing eront a that 
occurred in this small country hamlet from 1821 to 1891, thus the final act 
in this historic drama occurred cn the 8th of December 1891 when by a qp ecial 
election the good citizens of Pocahcr.tas County rated for the re-locution 
of the county sent to Warlinton, by a vote of 944 for removal and 475 
or rosed. Thus tie dream of Huntersville of ma.!ntaining Its place as the 
lar c est town in rooahontaa passed into oblivion. 
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SOME ADDED THOUGHTS ON DENMAR COLORED SANITOR1UM 
•' I, Winfield K. Davis started work at Denmar Sanatorium in 1929, under 
the administration of Dr B. Crichlow. My position was in building maintenance. [ 
At the end of several months I was transferred to work with the electrical 
company contracted to change the Denmar electrical system from direct 
current to alternating current. When this was accomplished, 1 returned to 
Denmar Hospital maintenance, upgraded to Maintenance Supervisor, responsible 
for the building repairs and alterations, the distribution of the maintenance 
budget, the hiring of maintenance personnel and the overall direction of the 
operations and maintenance of the entire hospital complex. 

The write up of July 28, 1983 was very good, a few errors are evident. 

I would grade the article at least a C+. 

I arrived at Denmar in 1929. ten years after the institution was opened 
and worked through August 1957* The Superintendent was Dr. B. A. Crichlow, 
his assistant was Dr. Hayden, both from Charleston. The theory of treatment 
then was rest, food and fresh air. 

The lumber company's boarding house had been converted into a 2 \ story 
main hospital building. The ground floor housed the kitchen, patient dining 
room and two office rooms. The seriously ill patients occupied the second 
and half story attic floors. Added to this building on the south side were 
sleeping quarters for patients. There was an axcavation made under the 
building to accommodate a large cast iron sectional boiler and brick chimney. 

The row of five room cottages was converted into patient quarters by 
connecting two with sleeping porches between. The cottages were used for 
lounging and dressing purposes. All patients slept on the porches with 
large windows that most of the time remained open. The patients were covered 
with r.eavy woolen blankets for warmth. In this row were two female cottages 
ar.a two, matron supervised cottages for children. 

dp from the cottage row was a small building used by the lumber company 
so u church. Later use was as u school. The main road into and through the 



grounds to the railroad was lined on both sides with company housing. The 
Tirst house at the end facing the railroad was Assistant Superintendent 
residence. On the north side of this home was a cottage used as a nurses 
home. Other cottages were converted into quarters for male patients with 
the accommodating sleeping areas added. The farm supervisor had a cottage. 

I used the first cottage at the entrance gate as my residence. 

The third row of cottages, one was used by Clarence Smith, undertaker, 
who had the contract for embalming the deceased of the institution. Two 
buildings were used for general storage and two as Huttonsville trustee 
inmate quarters. The first dairy facility set back in a field toward Beard 
on the second level. 

Directly across the road from the assistant superintendent's home was a 
mule bam. In those days mules were used for farming. One huge team was 
purchased from the contractors who were grading the road bed for U 3 219 
through our county. 

The configuration of the land of Denmar consists of three levels. The 
first level is the site of the present hospital, second level was the site of 
the original hospital, the third level was the site of a storage building, 
railroad depot, post office and the fertile fields across the railroad tracks. 

IJ.e old ice house mentioned in the previous article remained in use until 1931* 

The first mechanical refrigeration was installed through Harry Cochran, 

-r.-j wan in charge of the Monongalia Power Company. It was a walk-in type, 

35° cooler system. 

The portion left of the old mill building was used to store hay and straw 
for the dairy area and hog pen bedding. Later the mules were replaced by 
far*-A)l tractors with steel wheels and cleats for traction. 

Tr>«» .tat* purchased a pedigree Holstein bull to service the dairy herd. 

* rood t.iood lino of cattle assured the maintenance of Class A stock and 
reliable dairy products. The dniry line began to enlarge necessitating the 
forty foot «> toimi on to tho dairy building. It consisted of extra milking 





stalls, two large bull stanchions and a huge silo. The next addition to the -* 

dairy was a pasteurizing and bottling plant. With an upright higher pressure 
boiler to power the pasteurizing, homogenizing and bottle washing equipment 
I believe it is correct to say this was the first pasteurization plant in 
Pocahontas County. Zed Smith operated a large dairy and delivered milk to 
the City of Narlinton and the surrounding area at the time the equipment was 
installed at Denmar. His milk, 1 believe, was unpasteurized. Along with the 
pasteurizing equipment was installed a large walk-in cooler to maintain the 
milk after processing. Also in the area was installed the first deep freeze 
for storing meat and perishable items. The third major addition to the dairy 
complex, of my design was a large lofting and roughage feeding stall area, 
utilized after milkings. 

In the late 1930's during the PWA and WPA Administration we went to 
battle for a new sanitarium building. The main people a Denmar to help 
accomplish this feat were Dr. S. Bampfield, Superintendent, Mr R. J. Roane, 
Financial Secretary and W. K. Davis O&M Engineer, along with J. Burdette and 
Col. White of the State Board of Control. After going through the legislative 
process, it was finally decided to match the Federal Government grant with 
State funds to construct the first unit. The building designed to be of three 
sections, a 300 bed capacity hospital. The first section housed 100 patients 
with the center portion of the fourth floor used as nurses quarters and extende 
from each side of this center section were patient sundecks. The basement 
level housed the kitchen and personnel dining room, a small room with a 
distillery for processing sterile water and a large hall which was the rear 
entrance to the building. This entrance was the most used as the building 
faced the Greenbrier River and the access road passed to the rear of the 
building. There was a large room intended to be used as a laundry which was 
split into three sections. One section was used as a commissary for sundry 
items sold to the patients. This was operated in partnership between Eva 
Gmlth, House Preceptress and WK Davis. This store gave 50 ‘A of the profits to 
» fund for needy patients enabling them to purchase necessary items not 





^•ovldod by the hospital. We operated the store for many years until fcrs. Smif 
left th facility and 1 continued the operation until 195?. The second room 
ho used the main electrical panels and some storage. The rest of the area 
(largest part) was used by patients and staff for religious services and social 
functions. There were two bedrooms at each end of the floor used by maids. 

The sub-basement housed the central power plant. Equipped with two low 
pressure boilers of 15 lb pressure rating. At a later date a fumance was 
installed in the area with a shaft extending to the third floor with openings 
on each floor utilized to rid the floors of burnable, disposible refuse. The 
sub-basement was equipped with a grated air vent which was not satisfactory, 
it did not eliminate the hasaardest conditions to the furnace firemen. This 
prating was replaced with a thirty inch diameter steel tubular unit running 
the full height of the building for a good draft to get rid of the gases 
created by the coal fired boiler. A unit was also installed to attempt to 
reduce the spread of fly ash over the buildings and grounds. After this unit 
was installed we found it interferred with the efficiency of the boilers he 
baffles in the unit were removed so the flu would continue its natural draft, 
gater boilers were equipped with stoKers including the feeding worm 

extending from the coal bin to the furnace. 

The next major improvement in buildings was the addition of a nurse 
home the west of the main building. The co-desi,er was mary Truss avis. 
Supervisor of nurses, included in the “ — ~ ~ 
apartment for the head nurse. Later a compa ^ q^ ^ ^ ^ buUding . The 

this unit. A large recreation area was ^ ^ ^ a central ba ll 

uurses rooms extended the eng ^ ^ cottages wert built beyond the 

with rooms on each side. financial secretary. These I 

nurses building to house the superintendent and the m»c 

with the nurses building were heated by steam from _ rUl . 

The second phase of buildings were construe j. utilising 

A two story building with rooms for per- 


of will cottag*Be 




coM ,o„ bath on each floor, a three room apartment with bath was c , 
*'***■ This building was heated with a ooal burning oast iron Tur J ^ 
d there was a furnace fired hot water tank. 

A road was built of crushed rock running off the main road between the 
superintendent and finance secretary's quarters. 

A mule bam was also built from salvage materials. There was a hog lot 
built beside the mule bam and a small cutting and curing building for 
processing meat. 


Across from these buildings was built a four room with bath residence 
for the farm supervisor. Heat and hot water were generated from a basement 
furnace. Beyond these facilities was the cemetary on the State land adjacent 
to Beard land. 

The laundry for years was contracted out to laundries in Ronceverte and 
Elkins. The next building phase done, with prison labor, was a fully equipped 
laundry especially for laundering the hospital items. The installed equipment 
included the latest American Laundry Machine products, consisting of two tubs, 
a medium sized extractor, a two person flat work ironer and four steam 
operated presses. All powered by a 20 horsepower upright high pressure steam 
boiler. This building had an attic and an end storage room. Later a twenty 
foot extension was added equipped with Hoffman Laundry and Dry Cleaning 
products, purchased from the U S Surplus store at Dunbar. 

The personnel quarters were moved farther down in order to utilize the 
area for a one story building to house male personnel. This building was U 
shaped with the right wing converted into two apartments for doctors and the 
dietition. The balance of the building was used by personnel. A small 
mechanical room was under the left wing into which, extended from the main 
tuilding, were heat ducts. Beside the male building, also constructed out of 
salvaged lumber, was erected a recreation building. 

Another major accomplishment was the building of a new water system, 

• 1 ii»matlng deep wells, to use modem filtering and treatment plant 




r t* e water su PP 1 y pumped from the Greenbrier River. PH tests were made 
f daily at the main hospital building to assure/purity and safety. \ six inch 
cas t iron pipe with mechanical joints was laih from the treatment plant to a 
t50.000 gallon steel water storage tank that was placed high enough to assure 
adequate gravity pressure to the hospital complex and high pressure fire 
hydrants. Next was constructed West Virginia"s first sewage lagoon to have 
the most modem sewage treatment system. 

A vehicle, garage and mechanical shop was built next to thelaundry facility 

All of the complex roadbeds including the circular driveway in the rear 
of the Inain.'.building, the large parking areas and parking areas for various 
other buildings were constructed of crushed rocks from the Greenbrier River 
utilizing prison trustee labor. 

In the early 1950's the second 100 bed, three story high wing of the 
hospital building was erected, including a half basement. The basement 
housed a record storage room, building mechanical shop, two diesel engine 
powered emergency electrical generators, an autopsy roc*, a two body 
refrigerated vault and some general short time storage, in open spaces. A few 
months after the completion of this wing I supervised the excavating under 
the remainder of the building. This done with hand labor in such a manner 
the structural soundness of the building was not weakened. This portion of 
the basement was used for staple food storage and included a large freezer 
for perishable food storage. 

We also revamped the medical operating facility replacing the old X-ray 
machine with the latest X-ray equipment. The old X-ray machine was 
dismantled and reworked into a fluoroscope. Replaced the low pressure 
autoclave with a modern high pressure five minute sterilizing unit. 

All things did not emerge without some setbacks. This is a case in point 
■lUfi. the planning and denifyiing of the second wing was in progress, I as the 
r.<>•.(,lt*l complex operations and maintenance supervisor requested a high 
pi'*-!! <i<- boiler bo Installed for this wing. The boiler was not installed 
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or during tho erection of the wing w 
du « out of the driveway i n order t * 3113 ^ % ° ** ° Pened ^ 

p-basement of the main wing t+ 311 thlS thlrd boile r in the 

/l -eUverec, The [onttlc „ ~ ~ tallK haa 

wbab U called for on «• was u 

the boiler, resealed the walls ™ Called 

h , . U refl m=''ed the driveway. After a lon K 

elay hassl lng with the State building and contract engines. once acre 

s were opened, the driveway tom up, the low pressure boiler remov.,, 
pressure boiler installed, the walls and driveway returned to the 
'ginal otate. The end result was the State had to pay out an additional 
w-5.000 dollars because some one did not heed the request of the operations 
and maintenance supervisor. The new equipment in the new wing was high 
pressure equipment and it would take a high pressure boiler to operate it. 

It may seem this article rambles and returns, not really, the 
accomplishments listed are chronological, having been completed in the span 
of 2* years. During my tenure at Denmar many things were accomplished. The 
installation of safety and security alarm systems, inner office and floor 


communication systems, ice making machines on the floors and in the kitchen 
areas, moved laboratory to the basement of the second wing. Numerous other 
installations and improvements were made. The third wing of the main 
hospital building has never been added. 

Portions of the new construction, changing a lumber company's logging 
camp and lumber mill into a hospital complex was accomplished under my 
r: ipcrvision by contractors, maintenance personnel, and prison trustee labo: 
The hospital staff personnel were all highly qualified for their positions 
iUid very supportive of suggestions for changes, additions or deletions 
proj-o'-.i'd by me to make the hospital's operation run as smoothly as possibl 


!y tenure ended in August 1957* 
A infield K. Uavln 
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pasteurizing equipment 
was installed a large walk- 
in cooler to maintain the 
milk after processing. Also 
in the area was installed the 
first deep freeze for storing 
meat and perishable items. 
The third major addition to 
the dairy complex, of my 
design was a large lofting 
and roughage feeding stall 
area, utilized after milk¬ 
ings. 

In the late 1930's during, 
the PWA and WPA Admin¬ 
istration we went to battle 
for a new sanitarium build¬ 
ing. The main people at 
Denmar to help accomplish 
this feat were Dr. S. Bamp- 
field, Superintendent, Mr. 
R. J. Roane, Financial Sec¬ 
retary. and W. K. Davis, 
O&M Engineer, along with 
J Burdette and Col. White 
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tiuildlngs, wnro conslnictod 
of crushed rocks from the 
Croenbrlor River, utilizing 
prison trustee labor. 

In the early 19&0'a tho 
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ent residence. On the north 


in partnership between i 
Smith, House Preceptrt 
andW. K. Davis. This st 
gave 50% of the profits \ 
fund for needy pati« 
enabling them to pure! 
necessary items not pro 
ed by the hospital, 
operated the store 
many years until 
Smith left the facility t 
continued the operatio 
til 1957. The second 
housed the main elec 
panels and some stc 
The rest of the area 111 
part) was used by ps 
and staff for religioui 
ices and social fun 
s There were two bee 
' at each end of „thi 
used by maids. 

The sub-basi 
housed the central 
plant, equipped w 
low pressure boilei 
lb. pressure rating 
later date a furni 
installed in the are 
shaft extending to t 
floor with openings 
floor utilized to 
floors of burnable, 
able refuse. The s 
ment was equippe 
grated air vent wl 
not satisfactory. It 
eliminate the h 
conditions to the 
firemen. This grai 
replaced with a th 
diameter steel tub 
running the full h 
the building for 
draft to get nd of ti 
created by the co 
boiler. A unit w 
installed to aitemp 


side of this home was a J 
cottage used as a nurses , 
home. Other cottages were 
converted into quarters for ] 
male patients with the ac¬ 
commodating sleeping 
areas added. The farm 
supervisor had a cottage. I 
used the first cottage at the 
entrance gate as my resi¬ 
dence. 

The third row of cot¬ 
tages, one was used by 
Clarence Smith, undertak¬ 
er, who had the contract for 
embalming the deceased of 
the institution. Two build¬ 
ings were used for general 
storage and two as Hut- 
tonsville trustee inmate 
quarters. The first dairy 
facility set back in a field 
toward Beard on the second 
level. 

Directly across the road 
from the assistant superin¬ 
tendent’s home was a mule 
barn. In those days mule9 
were used for farming. One 
huge team was purchased 
from the contractors who 
were grading the road bed 
for U.S. 219 through our 
county. 

The configuration of the 
land of Denmar consists of 
three levels. The first level 
is the site of the present 
hospital, second level was 
the site of the original 
hospital, the third level was 
the site of a storage build¬ 
ing. railroad depot, post 
office and the fertile fields 
screes the railroad tracks. 
The old ice house men- 
Mooed in the previous arti¬ 
cle' remained in use until 
It*!. 


. Know Your Neighbors 
•This is Winfield Kirk 
Davis, of Route 1, Marlin- 
top. He and his wife, Mary 
Tniss Davis, are now retir- 


;From 1929 to 1965 Mr. 
Davis was employed as an 
erigineer for the State of 
West Virginia at Denmar 
and Lakin State Hospitals. 
Heiold us many interesting 
things about his association 
with Denmar and with 
its growth, so we asked him 
lo -ffTite about it, and we 
print his story herewith. 

Mr Davis was bom in 
CaUettaburg, Kentucky, 
ih * of Victoria and Kirk 
iJevis Ha went out on his 
rywn •* twelve years of age. 
r ing to Cincinnati, where 
hi* own living by 
"'ding the Cincinnati Poet. 
'rMi ung paper. Cincinnati 
the noon paper. and 
<ar«fc*eti Inquirer, the 






}Inlaid u« many Interosting 
(h ititfs «ibout hi« ftuflociation 
with Dmwnr and with 
il M growth. 1*0 wr asked him 
t,, wrilr nbout it. nnd wo 
print hit* story horowith. 

Mr Davis wn.s born in 
CnllotmburK, Kentucky, 
the mm of Victorin nnd Kirk 
Dnvis. Ho wont out on his 
own nt twelve yoors of age, 
going to Cincinnati, where 
ho made his own living by 
selling the Cincinnati Post, 
morning paper, Cincinnati 
Star, the noon paper, and 
Cincinnati Inquirer, the 
evening paper. 

At 14 he went to Cleve¬ 
land and learned his trade 
by . working on the Union 
Terminal Tower Building, 
which had 52 stories and 
observation tower, plus 3 
stories underground. This 
was Cleveland’s sky¬ 
scraper. 

He came to Denmar in 
1929 and has been a resi¬ 
dent of Pocahontas County 
since, working some years 
at Lakin after Denmar. 

Denmar Colored 
Sanitorium 

I. Winfield K. Davis, 
started work at Denmar 
Sanitorium in 1929, under 
the administration of Dr. B. 
Crifhlow My position was 
iri ^building maintenance. 
At the end of several 
ninths 1 was transferred to 
•'»tk with the electrical 
" ifcpanjr contracted to 
thai'.gv the Denmar electri¬ 
cal frt m direct cur* 

to alternating current. 
>% lea (Km waa accomp- 
1 returned to Deo* 
***** h'Mtiiai maintenance. 
* i f b> Maintenance 

^■■#e*v%a*e mpniikh lor 
r^*e repair* and 

*>***4«M (he 
rd U» aeaiiaaai* hiatget. 
the teiM d aantsaaac* 
pee r w a a J and the derail 


huge team was purchased 
from the contractors who 
were grading the road bed 
for U.S. 219 through our 
county. 

The configuration of the 
land of Denmar consists of 
three levels. The first level 
is the site of the present 
hospital, second level was 
the site of the original 
hospital, the third level was 
the site of a storage build¬ 
ing, railroad depot, post 
office and the fertile fields 
across the railroad tracks. 
The old ice house men¬ 
tioned in the previous arti¬ 
cle' remained in use until 
1931. 

The first mechanical re¬ 
frigeration was installed 

through ' Harry Cochran, 
who was in charge of the 
Monongahela Power Com¬ 
pany. It was a walk-in type, 
35° cooler system. 

The portion left of the old 
mill building was used to 
store hay and straw for the 
dairy area and hog pen 
bedding. Later the mules 
were replaced by Farm-All 
tractors with steel wheels 
and cleats for traction. 

The State purchased a 
pedigree Holstein bull to 
service the dairy herd. A 
good blood line of cattle 
assured the maintenance of 
Class A stock and reliable 
dairy products. The dairy 
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building, 
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line began to enlarge T ment 
cessi taring the forty-foot a 0 

extension to the dairy 
building It consisted of 
extra milking stalls, two 
Urge bull stanchions and a 
huge sik> The next addition 
to the dairy waa a pasteur¬ 
ising. humogenutng and 
bottle washing equipment. 

1 believe it vs correct to aay 
this was the first pasteur- 
uatam plant in Poca h on t a s 
County Along with the 
pasteurising equipment 



I, Winfield K. Davis, 
started work at Denmar 
Sanitarium in 1929. under 
the administration of Dr. B. 
r rich low My position was 
in .building maintenance. 
At thn end of several 
months I was transferred to 
«ock with the electrical 
rorfipanr contracted to 
chahge the Denmar electri¬ 
cal system from direct cur¬ 
rent to alternating current. 
When this was accomp¬ 
lished. I returned to Den¬ 
mar Hospital maintenance, 
upgraded to Maintenance 
Supervisor, responsible for 
the building repairs and 
alterations, the distribution 
of the maintenance budget, 
the hiring of maintenance 
personnel and the overall 
direction of the operations 
and maintenance of the 
entire hospital complex. 


I arrived at Denmar in 
1929. ten years after the 
institution was opened and 

• orhvd through August, 
J9$7 The Superintendent 

• ••Dr B A. Crichlow, his 
assistant was Dr. Hayden, 
!w.h from Charleston. The 
thaery of treatment then 

• as rest food and freah air. 
TH# lumber company • 

house had been 

oahtfisd into i m story 

ma* busotf*! building The 
( '"’•Nf ikxc* hou sed the 
patient dining 
Isms affirs iw sai 




Mved and 


and cieais ior iracuon. 

The State purchased a 
pedigree Holstein bull to 
service the dairy herd. A 
good blood line of cattle 
assured the maintenance of 
Class A stock and reliable 
dairy products. The dairy 
line began to enlarge ne- r ; 
cessitating the forty-foot 
extension to the dairy 
building. It consisted of 
extra milking stalls, two 
large bull stanchions and a 
huge silo. The next addition 
to the dairy was a pasteur¬ 
izing, homogenizing and 
bottle washing equipment. 

I believe it is correct to say 
this was the first pasteur¬ 
ization plant in Pocahontas 
County. Along with the 
pasteurizing equipment 
was installed a large walk- 
in cooler to maintain the 
milk after processing. Also 
in the area was installed the 
first deep freeze for storing 
meat and perishable items. 
The third major addition to 
the dairy complex, of my 
design was a large lofting 
and roughage feeding stall 
area, utilized after milk* 

km 

In the late 1930’s during 
the PWA and WPA Admin¬ 
istration are went to battle 
for a new sanitarium build' 
mg The main people at 
Denmar to help accomplish 
(hie feat were br S Bamp- 
field. Superintendent. Mr 
R J Roane, f inancial Sec* 
nun and W K Daws. 
1*4 M I ngtaeet along with 
J Huntriie and Cel White 
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added, equipped with Hoff- 
; va man Laundry and Dry 
ns, Cleaning products, pur- 
,re chased from the U.S. Sur- 
a plus store at Dunbar, 
ts The personnel quarters 
, e were moved farther down 
i- in order to utilize the area 
r e for a one story building to 
)r house male personnel. This 
, building was U-shaped with 
1 the right wing converted 
[- into two apartments for 
n doctors and the dietitian, 
j The balance of the building 
was used by personnel. A 
t small mechanical room was 
5 under the left wing into 
which, extended from the 
main building, were heat 
, ducts. Beside the male 
building, also constructed 
out of salvaged lumber, 

, was erected a recreation 
building. 

Another major accom¬ 
plishment was the building 
of a new water system, 
eliminating deep wells, to 
**•* modem filtering and 
treatment plant for the 
water supply pumped from 
Urwenbfwr Rivet PH 
l*** were made dailv at the 
hospital buiklvag lo 
******* purgy and safety A 
cast tma pipe with 
JngKj was Laid 
hws the irwaimeat plant to 

a III) OWJ gaikm aUm* nxLct 
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high pressure 
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m the span of 
During my tern 
mar many thin; 
complished. 7 
tion of safety \ 
alarm systems 
and floor co 
systems, ice 
chines on the 
the kitchen a 
tory moved to 
of the second 
erous other 
and improve 
made. The 
the main hew 
has new be 
Portions oi 
strucUon. ch 
ber compa 
camp and lui 
hospital cot 
complished 
supervision 
mamtenam 
and prison 
The hoeptuJ 
warn all bug! 
Huh/ poem 
3 mmmm 
hi hw 



Two build- 
far ganrral 
ro •* H««* 
r 0 mm -*«» 

frrM dsiry 
in • 

it# MKtN>d 

tb# m»d 
*up*mv 

i# • 

« rr ^ icr 


K.Kt 


i «i) 

kC&*i 

H V t.1 

luui»> 

;«:mC 

irnid* 

*K*» 


* m l -toff for religious o«»rv- 
k-p» and social function*. 
Thrrr were two bvarOOIM 
«f porh end of the fl<>pc 
u-o<f by mold*. 

Tho fub-bMPinpnl 
fuHimad tbo central power 
»U*ni equipped with twb 
£,« pre«»urt» bolter* of lft 
lb prc-oure rating. At a 
infer dole a furnace woo 
u-.» 4 jiUed to the area with a 
%haf\ eilcnduig U> the third 
Amt with ope rung* on each 
fW utilised to rid the 
fame of burnable, cUspos- 
M* refute The sub-base- 
r«&i *m equipped with a 
grated air vent which waa 
net satisfactory. It did not 
etesmafte the hazardous 
ca&daUqoi to the furnace 
f^wsea Thu grating was 
f*?uacvd ar.th a thirty inch 
^ar <t»f steel tubular unit 
rmeusg the full height of 
tie tearidmg lor a good 
4r**t0frt nd of the g ases 
created by the coal fired 
Wte* A ttful waa also 
to aiiaant to re- 
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main building, were heat 
riuctfl. Beside the male 
building, alno constructed 
out of salvaged lumber, 
was erected a recreation 
building. 

Another major accom¬ 
plishment was the building 
of n new water system, 
eliminating deep wells, to 
use modem filtering and 
treatment plant for the 
water supply pumped from 
the Qreenbrier River. PH 
teata were made daily at the 
main hospital building to 
assure purity and safety. A 
six inch cast iron pipe with 
mechanical joints was laid 
from the treatment plant to 
a 160.000 gallon steel water 
storage tank that was plac¬ 
ed high enough to assure 
adequate gravity pressure 
to the hospital complex and 
high pressure fire 
hydrants. Next was con¬ 
structed West Virginia’s 
first sewage lagoon to have 
the most modem sewage 
treatment system. 

A vehicle garage and 
mechanical shop were built 
mu to the laundry tmulMj. 

beds, including the circular 
ditseway in the rear of the 
mam budding, the Urge 
partuag areas and parking 
areas Inf venous other 
b , id t* a s eefe cun at fleeted 
of ctvihad h«Ii ft sen the 
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draft to gel na ot uip giu»<»s 
created by the coal fired 
boiler A unit was also 
installed to attempt to re¬ 
duce the spread of fly aah 
over the buildings and 
grounds After this unit 
was installed we found it 
with lha otti‘ 
f frO O C J T of tho boilers. ’Hie 
heITtee in the unit were 
removed ao the flue would 
raoUnoe tie natural draft. 

Later boiler* were equip¬ 
ped artih stoker* including 
the feeding worm extend- 
arg from the coal but to the 
furnace 

The next major improve¬ 
ment tft buddings was the 
addamn of a nurses borne 
to the west of the main 
b u^ds r g The co-designer 
m Vi ary Trusts Dans, 
bupsooor of oureee In- 
dkaded aft the budding was a 
«nh bath, apart¬ 
ment tat the heed nurse^ 
letter a compact equipped 
t-tVtaSI was added to this 
sat A Urge recreation 
tews was a.wo ad this end of 
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structed West Virginia’s 
first sewage lagoon to have 
the most modem sewage 
treatment system. 

A vehicle garage and 
mechanical shop were built 
next to the laundry facility. 

ATI of tho complex road-~ 
beds. Including the circular 
driveway in tho roar of tho 
main building, the largo 
parking aroma and parking 
areas (or various other 
buildings, were constructed 
of crushed rocks from the 
Greenbrier River, utilizing 
prison trustee labor. 

In the early 1950’s the 
second 100 bed. three story 
high wing of the hospital 
building was erected, in¬ 
cluding a half basement. 

Tha basement boused a __ 

record storage room, build- If $*«** 
ing mechamcal shop, two*' CASE 
diesel engine powered 
emergency electrical gear t 
r eralor*~an~autop«r'roofBra vVTwJT 
two-body refrigerated vault 
and some general short 
lime storage in open 
spaces. A few months after 
the completion of tha wing 
I supervised (he excavating 
under the remainder of the 
The was done 
with bead labor ta aak a 
aainr-T lhai the structural 
aiinutfi i n af (he budding 
was M weakened This 
gwrisiTa af (be basement 
was wm4 tor staple food 
•Seeogw wH erssttd I. 
ergw Efwto k 
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kitchen was added to this 
unit A large recreation 
area »m aleo at thia end of 
the building The nurses* 
rooms extended the length 
of the reel of the building 
oq a central hall with rooms 
on each aide At the same 
(ton two cottage# were 
built beyond the nurses 
budding to houae the su¬ 
perintendent and the finan¬ 
cial eecreiary. theae. with 
the nurses building, were 
beated by steam from the 
mam hospital building. 

The second phase of 
budding* was constructed 
from salvaged materials of 
soil cottage* A two story 
bwAdfctf wUh rooms for 
personnel ulUiiing a com¬ 
ma® beth on each floor, a 
threw room apartment with 
bash »aj part of the bulld¬ 
og That build in g was heat* 
«•- * Ah a coal burning cast 
*x« furnace and there was 
a feraace fired hot water 
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two-body refrigerated vault 
and some general short 
time storage in open 
spaces. A few months after 
the completion of thia wing 
1 supervised the excavating 
under the remainder of the 
building This was done 
with hand labor in such a 
manner that the structural 
aoundneas of the budding 
was not weakened. Thia 
portion of the basement 
was used for staple food 
storage and included a 
large freezer for perishable 
food storage. 

We also revamped the 
medical operating facility, 
replacing the dd X-ray 
machine with the latest 
X-ray equipment. The old 
X-ray machine was dis¬ 
mantled and reworked into 
• fluoroecope. The low 
pressure autoclave was re¬ 
placed with a modern high 
pressure five minute sun- 
iuing unit. 

Ail things did not emerge 
without tome setbacks 
Thia ia a case in pool 
Whew the planning tad 
deigning of the second 
wing was ia progress, t. as 
the ItoepsftaJ complex oper¬ 
ation* *s<J maintenance 
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was high prowurr equip¬ 
ment Ami it would take a 
high prvaaurr boiler to 
operate it. 

tt nay seem this articl© 
rambles ami return*, but 
not really: the accomplish¬ 
ments baled are chronologi¬ 
cal. having been completed 
in the span of 28 yours. 
During my tenure at Den- 
mar many things were sc¬ 
reenphahed The installa¬ 

tion of safety and security 
alarm systems, inner office 
and floor communication 
system*, ice making ma¬ 
chine* on the floors and in 
Ihe kAc hen areas, labora¬ 
tory moved to the basement 
of the second wing Nuro- 
other installations 
mead improvements were 
Vs® third wing of 
the nut UseptUl building 
le* irtvf b een added 
Maai of the new coo* 
arartjcc. changing • lum- 
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Craft Workahopn 

Th© West Virginia Depi ^ 
of Education's fall era! 
workshops will include ir 
struction in the unique ai 
of designing and construct 
ing religious banners. 

The specialized craft, b 
be presented Sept. 30 - Oct 
2. will be taught by Conn 
Eggers, a former artist fo 
Vogue Patterns, who triec 
her hand at religious ban 
ners when the church sh< 
attended burned down. Us 
ing a patchwork style. Eg 
gers made a dramatic 
boldly-colored banner pro 
claiming, *'0 Sing Unto the 
Lord a New Song,'* whicV 
was hung in the rebuild 
church. 

Other workshops dunn* 
the Sept. 30 • Oct. 2 «»»•• 
will be devoted to bobbu 
lace, chair caning, jewelry 
photography end whet 
weaving. The Oct MM' 
session will offer work 
shops in the busmesa O 
cfmne. including boohkeep 
*sg mufiec*. woowAjoc 
mead market** B*** 1°*® 
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assistant wns Dr. Hayden, 
both from Charleston. The 
theory of treatment then 
was rest, food and fresh air. 

The lumber company’s 
boarding house had been 
converted into a 2'/j story 
main hospital building. The 
ground floor housed the 
kitchen, patient dining 
room and two office rooms. 
The seriously ill patients 
occupied the second and 
half story attic floors. Add¬ 
ed to this building on the 
south side were sleeping 
quarters for patients. There 
was an excavation made 
under the building to ac¬ 
commodate a large cast 
iron sectional boiler and 
brick chimney. 

The row of five room 
cottages was converted into 
patient quarters by con¬ 
necting two with sleeping 
porches between. The cot¬ 
tages were used for loung¬ 
ing and dressing purposes. 
All patients slept on the 
porches with large windows 
that most of the time re¬ 
mained open. The patients 
were covered with heavy 
woolen blankets for 
wBrmth. In this row were 
two female cottages and 
two. matron supervised cot¬ 
tages for children. 

Up from the cottage row 
was a small building used 
by the lumber company as a 
church Later use was as a 
•chool The main road into 
arid through the ground* to 
the railroad wa* lined on 
both a>dc« with company 
hirutmg The fire* house at 
the end faring the railroad 
eat Aaeixant Superintend- 


ui)u rougnuge lueumg autu 
area, utilized after milk¬ 
ings. 

In the late 1930’ 9 during 
the PWA and WPA Admin¬ 
istration we went to battle 
for a new sanitarium build¬ 
ing. The main people at 
Denmar to help accomplish 
this feat were Dr. S. Bamp- 
field, Superintendent, Mr. 
R. J. Roane, Financial Sec¬ 
retary, and W. K. Davis, 
O&M Engineer, along with 
J. Burdette and Col. White 
of the State Board of Con¬ 
trol. After going through 
the legislative process, it 
was finally decided to 
match the Federal Govern¬ 
ment grant with State funds 
to construct the first unit. 
The building designed to be 
of three sections, a 300-bed 
capacity hospital. The first 
section housed 100 patients 
with the center portion of 
the fourth floor used as 
nurses quarters and ex¬ 
tended from each side of 
this center section were 
patient sundecks. The 
basement level housed the 
kitchen and personnel din¬ 
ing room, a small room with 
a distillery for processing 
sterile water and a large 
hall which was the rear 
entrance to the building. 
This entrance was the most 
used as the building faced 
the Greenbrier River and 
the access road passed to 
the rear of the building. 
There was a large room 
intended to be used as a 
laundry which was split into 
three sections One section 
was used as a commisssary 
for sundry items sold to the 
petients This was operated 
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thn»©-room apartment with 
hath was part of the build¬ 
ing. This building was heat¬ 
ed with a coal burning cast 
iron furnace and there wa9 
a furnace fired hot water 
tank. 

A road was built of 
crushed rock running off 
the main road between the 
superintendent’s and fi¬ 
nance secretary’s quarters. 

A mule barn was also 
built from salvage materi¬ 
als. There was a hog lot 
built beside the mule Darn 
and a small cutting and 
curing building for process¬ 
ing meat. 

Across from these build¬ 
ings was built a four-room 
with bath residence for the 
farm supervisor. Heat and 
hot water were generated 
from a basement furnace. 
Beyond these facilities was 
the cemetery on the State 
land adjacent to Beard 
land. 

The laundry for years 
was contracted out to laun¬ 
dries in Ronceverte and 
Elkins. The next building 
phase, done with prison 
labor, was a fully equipped 
laundry especially for laun¬ 
dering the hospital items. 
The installed equipment 
included the latest Ameri¬ 
can Laundry Machine prod¬ 
ucts. consisting of two tubs, 
a medium sued extractor, a 


two person flat work ironor 
and four steam operated 
wessee all powered by a 
W horsepo w er upnght high 
pressure steam boiler This 
budding had an attic and an 
and storage room later a 
iseatj fool e H o uston was 
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a fluoroscope. The low 
pressure autoclave was re¬ 
placed with a modern high 
pressure five minute steri¬ 
lizing unit. 

All things did not emerge 
without some setbacks. 
This is a case in point. • 
When the planning and 
designing of the second 
wing was in progress, I, as 
the hospital complex oper¬ 
ations and maintenance 
supervisor, requested a 
high pressure boiler bo 
installed for this wing. The 
boiler was not installed 
before or during the erec¬ 
tion of the wing. Walls had 
to be opened and a space 
dug out of the driveway in 
order to install this third 
boiler in the sub-basement' 
of the main wing. It was 
noticed a low pressure boil¬ 
er had been delivered. The 
contractor was questioned. 
His reply was ‘ ‘That is what 
is called for on the archi¬ 
tect’s design.” The con¬ 
tractor installed the boiler, 
resealed the walls and re¬ 
finished the driveway. 
After a long delay hassling 
with the State building and 
contract engineers, once 
more the walls were open¬ 
ed, the driveway torn up, 
the low pressure boiler 
removed, the high pressure 
boiler installed, the walls 
and driveway returned to 
the original state The end 
result w»s the State had to 
pay out an additional 
i*J6.000 because some one 
did not heed the request of 
the operations and mainte¬ 
nance supervisor The new 
equipment in the new wing 


and the use ol the rates and 
charges stated therein deferred 
until 12:01 a.m.. January 1, 1984, 
unless otherwise ordered by the 
Commission. By this same order, 
the matters involved herein were 
set for hearing to be held in 
Marlinton, West Virginia, on 
Monday. September 26, 1983. 

The Commission is now of the 
opinion that the hearing on this 
matter should be advanced. 

IT IS. THEREFORE, OR 
DERED that the hearing on thii 
matter originally scheduled fo 
September 26, 1983. be, and th 
same hereby is. cancelled. • 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERE! 
that the matters involved herei 
be set for hearing before Hearin 
Examiner Arnold 0. Weiford to t 
held in the Circuit Court Roor 
Pocahontas County Court Hous 
Marlinton, West Virginia, on F: 
day, September 16, 1983, at 11: 
a.m., EDST., at which time a: 
place the respondent shall appe 
and offer evidence in support 
its aforesaid increased rates a 
charges and anyone interest 
may appear and make such ob} 
tion thereto as may be deem 
proper. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDER 
that the respondent. Teleph< 
Utilities of W’est Virginia, 
corporation, give notice of 
filing of the aforesaid tariff anc 
the time and place of the 
vanced hearing thereon, by p 
ing a copy of this order 
conspicuous places where bills 
telephone service are paid ft 
period of at least seven (7) c 
prior to September 16, 1983. 
public inspection, and by pub! 
ing a copv of this order tinstes 
the August 31. 1983 order* oo 
week for two 12* successive we 
between the date hereof 
September 16. 1983. in a » 
paper, duly qualified by 
Secretary of State, published 
of general circulation in Poca 
las County, making due « 
thereof to the Commission < 
before the day of hearing 
FOR THE COMMISSION: 

HOWARD M CUNNING! 
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nml lho us* of the rains und 
fhnrjjo* stated thoroin deferred 
until 12:01 a m.. January 7, 1984, 
unload otherwise ordered by iho 
Commission. By this name order, 
the matters involved heroin were 
set for hearing to be held in 
Marlinton, West Virginia, on 
Monday. September 26, 1983. 

The Commission is now of the 
opinion that the hearing on this 
matter should be advanced. 

IT IS. THEREFORE, OR¬ 
DERED that the hearing on this 
matter originally scheduled for 
September 26. 1983, be, and the 
same hereby is. cancelled. • 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED 
that the matters involved herein 
be set for hearing before Hearing 
Examiner Arnold 0. Weiford to be 
held in the Circuit Court Room, 
Pocahontas County Court House, 
Marlinton, West Virginia, on Fri¬ 
day. September 16, 1983, at 11:00 
am., ED ST., at which time and 
place the respondent shall appear 
and offer evidence in support of 
:ts aforesaid increased rates and 
charges and anyone interested 
may appear and make such objec¬ 
tion thereto as may be deemed 

^flMS FURTHER ORDERED 
that the respondent. Telephone 
Utilities of West Virginia, a 
corporation. give notice of the 
filing of the aforesaid tariff and of 
the ume and place of the ad¬ 
vanced hearing thereon, by post¬ 
ing a copy of this order in 
coc.«p*c^u» places where bills for 
teirphoa# service are paid for a 
pared of si least seven (7) days 
U> September 16. 1963, for 
p.v Je mepe<tioa. and by publish¬ 
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and participants including rates, 
conditions and extension of serv¬ 
ice, use of any of its facilities, 
attendance at and participation in 
any meetings of beneficiaries and 
participants or the exercise of any 
rights of such beneficiaries and 
participants in the conduct of the 
operations of this organization. 

Any person who believes him¬ 
self, or any specific class of 
individuals, to be subjected by 
this organization to discrimination 
prohibited by Title VI of the Act 
and the Rules and Regulations 
issued thereunder may, by him¬ 
self or a representative, file with 
the Secretary of Agriculture, 
Washington, D. C. 20250, or the 
Rural Electrification Administra¬ 
tion, Washington, D. C. 20250, or 
this organization, or all, a written 
complaint. Such complaint must be 
filed not later than 180 ‘days after 
the alleged discrimination, or by 
such later date to which the 
Secretary of Agriculture or the 
Rural Electrification Administra¬ 
tion extends the time for filing. 
Identity of complainants will be 
kept confidential except to the 
extent necessary to carry out the 
purposes of the Rules and Regula¬ 
tions. 

9-15-1 

Notice of Filing of Estate Accounts 
I have before me the accounts of 
the Fiduciary of the Estate of 
Martha J. Lovelace 
Any person having a claim against 
the estate of such deceased per¬ 
son, or who has any beneficial 
interest therein, may appear be¬ 
fore me or the county commission 
at any time within thirty days after 
first publication of this notice, and 
request reference of said estate to 
a fiduciary commissioner, or ob¬ 
ject to confirmation of stud ac¬ 
counting In the absence of such 
request or objection, the account¬ 
ing may be approved by the 

COUttl j CtWBUIUOA 

Go«a under my hand this 
Um *th day -f September 1*U 
Hildreth T Vle*de«s 
CM* si the County Commiaaioo 
*t hxaSmiM County 
b lhi A Yyguuo 

•y Hu** Duabrach Deputy 
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..hen Tomlin Chupel on ~tony Ureek became too smell for 
the number of people who worshiped there, they felt the need 
for - ne.v church, those living near hdray decided, to build 
a church at ^dray. 

rhe date of the deed v;ss June 17, iec2 - i’he land ves 
given by i.athun and i.urgaret G. Barlow-r lal poles adjoining 
the turnpike road. The deed was made to George P. lioore, 
oamuel 3. iloore, hillism L'. Sharp, henry Barlow, and Thomas 
Auldridge, Trustees for the i.lethodiat episcopal Church. 

This was a Northern I'ethodist church until the ketfeodi st 
Churcnes united. However, all denominations were welcomed 
here. It is located about one-four«,h mile from the village 
of Aaray on Route j 219. 

ter. H. 3. king wao the contractor and boarded at l£r. 
Samuel 3. koore's. Joan Hull wus a carpenter under Kr. 
king. kessrs. James and George ... tecCollum were the stone 
masons and built the foundation and chimney. oone of the 
members hauled lumber and some furnished lumber by way of 
paying their part. The c urch was paid for by subscription 
and a very substantial collection was received et the ded¬ 
ication. This was used to help pay for the church. 

Rev. A. te. Chappell wus the pastor at the time this 
church >.bs b. lit. The IJemlin Chapel and Ikiruy Church hove 
lv.ays been served by the sane pastor. 


Poe:.hontus County 


- 2 - 

• hon the -idroy Church ;vas built, the Hamlin Chapel con- 
rro,7 tion v/orshiped at this church for twenty-three years and 
abandoned the Hamlin Chapel for that length of time. 

l.rs. -mum L. Price, wife of Lr. ..illiaa T. Price wrote 
the words to a hymn that was sung at the dedication of the 
..dray Church. i.rs. Price was c poet and published two 
• volumes of verses. 

This church building is a large frame building with a 
seating capacity of five hundred. The church has always 
been too large for the congregation. However, the object 
in building such u large church was in order to have room 
for large gatherings such cs protracted meetings, conventions, 
funerals, etc. 

shortly after the lidray church was completed, the °oun' 
Teachers’ Institute was held here for a number of years, or 
until after hsrlinton had begun to develop and they wore held 
there. 

..mong those who ware influential in building the -dray 
Church and were the first members, were: 

Bev. George P. ldoore, who wes licensed to preach in 16 

l.r. and krs. our.iuel 3. Loore 

j-t . John 3urlow 

hr. Anderson Barlow 

.._r. Davis Jar low 

:_r. R. Gay 


-.rs. Josephine aann 
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i-ocuhontC8 County 


—eary ->urlotv 

..illiaia 14. cad Julie y. sharp 
TIloiau3 -.uldrid-se 
Josiah aarlow end f&iaily 
Isu c .viierp und feuily 
itonkin iOa t te ' 

— J * ->uith end fucily 

-urea ..core «to lived a mile below -erlinton. 

Ooor,;e ley end -..lie. 

J-nes ..uldridge end fall,, who came from ;.ed Llct 
about four miles from -dray. ihey welted and were present 
st every service of any kind that was held In the c-rch. 

-■:,e pastors ..ho have served this congregetion from 
1776 to the present time, ire: 


1C76 - 167e 

Hev. J. C. ..ickline 

lo78 - 

1679 

s.e .. iiici.nrdson 

1879 - 

lceo 

” Geo. P. L'oorc 

I860 - 

1662 

" C. Hedrick 

1662 - 

1633 

•• J. C. ..ickline 

1363 - 

1685 

" 1-:. Ciuppell 

1635 - 

1666 

” George opencer 

1667 - 

1888 

' it. H. Clnrk 

1S3& - 

1864 

" 3. C. Horei-n 

1694 - 

1096 

” ... .... oherp 

164 9 - 

lvul - 

I'.jI 

1604 

" 14. V». ^.tkinson 

” a . 14. Crt.btrce 







Pocahontas county 


1004 - 1905 Aev 

• 0. K. iveff 

1005 - 1909 -» 

Oeor S e y/. Hurston 

1009 - 1913 •• 

Ira ]?. Pickett 

1013 — 1916 " 

A. Goff nun 

1016 - 1920 •» 

A. K. ( Ramsey 

1920 - 1923 " 

c » A. Powers 

1025 - 1929 " 

K. S. Kill 

1929 - 1933 " 

T. H. Taylor 

1933 - 1956 » 

->• R. Carder 

1930 - IS38 " 

0. J. Conbs 

1938 - present 

Rev. R. K. Sk&oSS 


-ihe trustees at the tine the church was bililt were: 

Rev. Goo. jr. Lioore 

Samuel 3. J.oore 

IVn. I,', ^iitirp 

henry Serlow 

Thomas -ulariage 

This church ..t the present tine has .bout twenty-five 
active members. They have preaching services the first and 
third Sundays of each month. 

?ne trustees for 1940 L 1041 t.re: 

Asa (j. Jar low 
Collet u cy 
Robert Jay 
^•e stewards re: 




itoctife/ggtbs 


bounty 


Robert Ouy 
^'rank Young 
Jdrs. o. R. Jioore 

.■’.icre has always been a Sunday School in this -church. 

..t me first it was closed during the most severe v.inter 
v.e ther. .’he Sunday -chool 'is in session all the year 
round not?. The enrollment is thirty. ..rs. .-^rnett UciTeil 
is the oupt. 

The Juodies of the church have & very active organiza¬ 
tion, the o-odies’ -id Society. .'he officers are: 

^resident — i^rs. 3. R. Loore 

Treasurer — .-rs. ... R. ley 

Secretary — *js. x.lsie Van Reen&n 

This organization helps to poy the pastor 1 s salary. 

They also keep the personage repaired end help to keep the 
church in good condition. The parsonage und about four acres 
of land belong to the church. The parsonage with the land 
is valued at 3500.00. soth the ofcuroh and parsonage are 
free of debt. -he church also supplies the pcstor ith a 
good cow. 

In w.epte. .ber, 1&40 tr.e parsonage caught on fire. -11 
the members of the household ..ere sleeping soundly. Kao it 
not been for the dog awakening the family, the oonsecucnces 
might nave been .ore serious. .»s it was, oo&t ox t,.e . arni 
lure on the first floor of the house was uestroyed and 
building was badly doneged/ The building was covered by 
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Poouhontoe bounty 




insurance and so that was taken care of but there was no in¬ 
surance on the furniture. The fire caught in the radio. 

Tne 3 reutest loss was four or five very expensive stringed 
instruments. The Ladies' ^.id gave a silver tea ^nd with 
the receipts refurnished a part of the parsonage. 

Last year the Ladies' ^id made eighty dollars and all 
of this was spent on the church and parsonage. 

kr. oiiaggs has nine churches on his charge. lor his 
services to all of these churches, he receives one thousand 
dollars per year, use of the parsonage, cow and some land 
which he farms. ISach church pays a definite part of the 
nastor's salary, proportioned according to the active member¬ 
ship of the respective churches. 

The Ladies' ..id oocieties of the other churches on 
this charge contribute to the upkeep of the parsonage. 

Information: Church records 

Mrs. -dam Baxter 
Mr. ..nderson Berlov; 

Rev. R. B. okagga 
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This seemed like home — „ IV> .. 

Neel and he decided to settle h* re I 
He chose a place to build his cabin i 
near the present home owned bv | 
Hon. M. J. Mels eel. Traces of l is 
cabin have been seen by many people 
II yet living, between the gae and the 

_|l public road and his residence If 

—I| this spot could be traced, it would 
be well to mark it with a piece of 
marble gotten close by to show that 
he was the first settler In Little 
Levels District. 

Be re Mr. McNeel prayed over his 
guilt and pra;ed with a broken heart, 

,_ ( ftnd hunted for food, subsist.ng most 

laid iy on venison and trout. 

Pad I One day while hunting he met 
Ka* i Charles and Edward Kennison from 
his old home, who had come here 
prospecting for a situation. From 
these men he learned that the mau 
he had been boxing with was no, 
uled and not even seriously hurt 
or. his was indeed good news to him, 

id-1 be(. au£e lie felt free from all bloodv 
ck stains. J 

I Mi. McNeel shared his cabin with 
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lijis old home, who had come here! 
i ion ' prospecting for a situation. From 
oa( j these men he learned that the man' 
ntv !he had been boxing with was no j 
> ro _'killed and not even seriously hurt 
or This was indeed good news to iiim, 
ac j_ I because he felt free from all bloody 
stains. 

j Mi. McNeel shared his cabin wtyh 
jp. his friends and helped them clear a 
r( j. j tract of land adjoining his tract. 
nc j The three then set out for the lower 
re> ! valley of Virginia. 
g. While visiting home John McNeel 
es married Martha Davis who was born 
of in Wales in 1740. Shortly after 
r- their marriage they came out to 
ie ] Levels, A few acres was soon clear 
n ed otT, and plenty to subsist upon 
was raised. 

y Mr McNeel was deeply impresses 
with a sense of gratitude to God foi 
v Ms care, and after all to fall Into 
such a wealthy place that lie built i 
1< ace for worship, the White Pol* 


deeply 
fctitude t 
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WALTER BAKER & CO, 


^cotms’Aio gtoquiES 

g^ HICHWT AWWt08 

Rk ttrtial 

}‘Hl E X r 08ITI0N8 

! ' III Elllli^atfAlBfliCl 


(Vegeta Ur] 


BLLCIIAM S PILLS 


APOLIO 


What I hey Are For 


You Fortified? 


No Substitutes 


For Royal Baking Powder. n» - Roy.i- 
is shown by all tests, official, scientific, and prac- 
tical wronger, purer, and belter in every way 
than all other Baking Powders. Its superiority 
is privately acknowledged by other manufac¬ 
turer-, and well known by all dealers. 

If some grocer* try to sell another baking 
powder in place of the •' Royal." it i* because of 
the greater profit. This of itself is good evidence 
of the superiority of the •■Royal." To give greater 
profit the other must be a lower cost pow der, and 
to cost less it must be made with cheaper and 
inferior materials, and thus, though selling for the 
same, give less value to the consumer. 

LOOK with suspicion upon every attempt to palm off 
upon you any baking powder in place of the 
•• Royal.'' There is no substitute for the •• Royal." 
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; SALE STABLES, i 


! First-a«M> Tams and Satldfe 
Hcrses fioriled. 


BLACKSMITHING 

Wagoij H*pulr». 

0 . Z HEVNER. 


C B SWECKER. 


M. F GIESEY 


Peabody InauranceCo. 


PlMlcntf ..CmUicIu. 


















































Hllltiwiry Noil 


Commissioner's Sale- 


Harness and Saddlery 


LEADER 176. 


MARLINTON HOUSE. 

L^naUd mar Court Ho «ua 

Terma. 


•Store and Shop, 
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CASTORIA 


JCYCLES. 


LIGHTNING 
S. HOT £ 
I? DROPS i 



























































































Pocahontas Times 


$1.00 IN ADVANCE. 


MARLINTON, WEST VIRGINIA, FRIDAY, APRIL 26.1895. 



Mamtobi «mI IK* Cfeadian nor 


l4ohl«^ Catkufaa am] |>ro4 

vary worthy* 

h ns ltd, and wta* ■u.IrratMin 
not jimrail, a war U itt|j»odlnt; 
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BEECH AM’S FILLS 


'Mt that Warki Easily Warki Succastfully. 

E»| tt Clun Haul* With 


SAPOLIO 














































Weak Mothers 


Scott's Emulsion 

















































What is 


WIITEB GOODS FOB ACTUAL COST. For Cash. 
Dome In and get goods In price lower than you 
have ever seen them. Clothing. Overcoats. 
Boots. 6hoea. Men's Woolen Shirts. Blankets 
Dress Goods, In fact every t hing you need, i 

THESE GOODS 


BEFORE MY SPRING STOCK COMES IN. 


GENERAL GROCERIES. 

SFUL SELECTION. PURE GOODS, 

REASONABLE PRICES 


P. GOLDEN. 
Marlin ton. W. Va. 


MARUNTON HOUSE. 


In , 

Poor 

Health 


BLACKSMITHING 


O. Z HF.VNER. 


Jho Qonfodorato 'l^otoran 
I J5ooa}\cnt<is ffimoa, $1.65 
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Hood’s^Cures 


Beware 535 


Buckwheat 


.-btttcr'N liiltnmli.iiiiul l>UU>iaur> 
The llexi CbrUluiux (ilft 


SAPOLIO 
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LEADER 176. 


POCAHONTAS TIMES 


[ Where to buy? 
11 How to buy? 

rnii'ni'i 


The Bullet. 


•NOTE SOME PRICES 


jGENTS. FURNISHING GOODS. 

Shirte In Endless Variety 87 Cents and up. 
Good Laundried Shirt, in blue, slate or in 
stripes, 49 cents. 


In 

Poor 

Health 


ju&aies uoug uxiorcis, uuc. 

Tan •* $1.60. 

Clothing Cheaper than Ever Before.|®^> 

Fine all-wool black diagonal suits. $6.86 A up 


| Harness and Saddlery 


•^Xadies' Trimmed Hats, 60 cents and up. 


Marlinton, CQ. Va. 


8oth Faciei f and Handmade. 
At Rockbottom Prices. 
ALSO, 

m mimiiic bep&itmiit. 


- ^ LET US REMINDYOU ^ - 

OF THE STOCKOFGENERAL MERCHANDISE, 

j 2 es. w. noiT.v 


|He is supplied as usual with attractions for! 


I FEED. 


i f SALE STABLES. K' 

First-Rate Teams and Saddle- 
Horses Protided. 


Our Elegant Line of Dry Goods. 
Choicest Lot of Family Groceries. 
An Extensive Stock of Notions. 
Finest Line of Shoes in the County. 


E. H. SMITH__ 

j IS NO\N 


SELLING 


i to see us when in town and i 

iPinr YOU ON TEUE TRACK 

To Save Mcney. 


Marketable Country Produce Bought and Sold 


MARLINTON HOUSE. 


MARLINTON, W. VA. 


per day-1.00 

per meal - - - 86 

lodging - - 86 


1 C. MEAGER, Pmarieto r. 

G. C. AM LUNG, 

pashionaiilk 

BOOT AND SHOEMAKER 


BLACKSMITHING 

WagorJ FJepalrs. 

0. Z. HEVNEE. 


| C. B SWECKER. 

General Aaciioitar 

and Real Estate Agent 


Peabody Insurance Co. 

VMIKBUMt, W Va 


M. F QIESEY 


PATTEP.SOn SIMMONS 


Contractor. 


la 






































































































































































































































































































CASTORIA 


What is 


iICYCLES. 


LIGHTNING 

P- HOT BL 

^DROPS a 


5fi 

.!»,. 

jHIL, 

i, J. ii. 

Circuit Court qf I'uoat 

»r. iJ» cvrtiiv tUi U 

t* Aik of the 


jvu.Tr?? 

»i»«i 

JKWJON," 

P“‘*' T /wtLUAll* 

Tu"i 

Sj 

VjUtTlBTUY. Ur. J. II. Wt^ 1 

Ctonr I.K»”n»jib cSij 

wU iv |’t*« limMfli o»y jj»<v tulhj 
tioruMOt U> ltt«4>«M oo tut lam) • 
lu aov 01 b*c v*;, au«l U«t all, 

Ike lull »at ret riftiia lav. 1 

1 ClADA A . tfUlARKUMfeV. I 


•u Miit rjfl 



































































































»' A BRATTOX. 

ATTOkSL V AJ LA W, 





































































































































































































To the Younger Cooks, 

the beginners in the art of bread and 
cake making,* there is no aid so 
great, no assistant so helpful, as the 

Royal Baking Powder. 

It is the perfect leavening agent 
and makes perfect food. Do not 
make a mistake by experimenting 
with any other. 
































































POCAHONTAS TIMES. I °»"»« 

.o*»x, C<vunU«M n*r» 

‘ ;r^ p 


MkHinten. F.whjr, * 


^iTlrreeofaKind!l; 


—RKAIJ TUB ANBWKtt IN 


What to buyt LEADER 176. 
Where to buy? .««.«»«»r.u«...wr 
I How to buyt 

ADVKKTISKMBST Sffl L|Cto£/jf 


Um r rt rffl - t M Uarti* 1 ETfifEt* o*ia# to U»wacan4ty I 


Tan $1.00. 

«“»* tta E,er SaTjtov 

“ ' '"p!“ooEbEii. i 


Marlinton, 01. Va. 



irsavr.^.J^N.,. 




hyi film ifisiT ;^-^ 

_^noYE SOME PRICES 

Aurtkmoor Mwarkrr *rv!!.. 4r . >. M . a „ n ,| 0 t>. Manvlll* Z+nhrr 1Ja Mr til. 

lQmti<!i«ti Mcl*otfhlin hack fnwn j * *.“ --- -- - - — 

! Hfololf* Cburt. They think th» w 

l^rL-VW^iGENTS. FURNISHING GOODS, [a 

““.|.t J«k i. .uu .t'riiinp no I Shirts in Endless Variety 87 Cents and up. '"’litin''" 1t? 0 .» o» ~~ >• 
hr«t Riv«»r th>« aanippr. l imrinK I Qood Laundried Shirt, in blue, slate or in ;«**> ni * t * * *** ' * 

P.fr |hjj stripes, 40 cents. t‘ 

AkuderioclooGsu'! ^^^^'SROCS, SUPPERS, fc*TC., n rtinnn o nr\ 
Ladies’Dong Oxfords. 90c. J. fl. SHARP ft CO. 


MARLINTON’, 


Speaking of Goods, 

.. m LET US REMINDYOU m . 

Of THE STOCK OF GENERAL MERCHANDISE | 

sS . W. U0LT .|^ 

a is supplied as usual with attractions foi 

Sprin g and Sum mer. 

Our Elegant Line of Dry Goods. 
Choicest Lot of Family Groceries. 

An Extensive Stock of Notions. 

Finest Line of 8hoes in the County. 

Come in to see us when in town and we will I 

HJT Y©iU ©l'J TUB TIME 

To Save Money. 

Marketable Country Produce Bought and Sold j 

j R. MATHERS 

BOOT & 8H0EMAKEB. 

5£aL- marlinton, w. va. 


Tbay carry n eomjilwta liar of 

HARNESS, SADDLES, COL- 
LABS. H AlCI*vv aKR, aa«l 
TRIM MINUS 

Both Faito n and Handmade. 
At Rockbottom Prices. 
ALSO, 

Itii iiiuTAHis irriiTim. 


FEED, LIVER! 
f SALE’STABLES, f 


^iyrusBari 


MARLINTON HOUSE 

uJntar Court Hour*. 

| Terms. 

per day-1.00 

por meal - - 80 
lodging • 80 


BLACKSMITHING tel _ ^ 

IvVagoq P^epal ra. i . w 4lKS, 

a Z HEVNER. 


C. > 1E>SEB 


l G. C.JkMLUNG. 

• 1-tOOT AND SHOtMAKER 




KriMnuB 

i—» Peabody Insurance l'o., * 

r‘-| wflauiiu.w.vs • 


B SWECKER. 

tMUOMU 

nt Bui butt l|M 


MTIIMOB SIMMS 
PlasUrer ... Contractor 


M. F GIES6Y. 

ctioct Ml SsjanMate. 






























































































































CREAKING THE ICR. 


























































































































































CASTOi 


iICYCLES. 


17-Ao Qonfodarato '[Jotora: 
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l r made a trip 


^ through 
j^rlinton with 


finish^ 1 mak- 
ta/kintr about 
)re#hiD<J will 


in me sound of rushing waters, 

B. 


of Dunmore, 
M. Fertig’g. 


was at Clover 


have 


»r Co. 
j dge across 
3 d will com- 


)D 


FROST 

John Williams 
Lick Monday. 

W. T. Townsend has returned 
from Virginia, where he has been 
for treatment. 

Mrs. Lida Hiner, who has been 
complaining for the past week, . 
we are glad to say i.^ much better. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Sharp, I 
Mr. and Mrs. Summers Sharp and 


spent 


Walter Grimes at 
Sunday at W. A. I 


Mr. and Mrs. G 

Sunset, are gue 
Hively’s. 


Mr. Shepp and 
Monterey, were 
buying cattle. 

Willie ank 
Cass, spent Sunda 


An 


. Mias Mamie Ci 

preparing to i M r . Smith of Marlinton, din<£ I v er Lick, spent i 
with Mr. and Mrs. B. F. Sharp, her frifind ' Miw 
Monday. j Mr. Hoover, o 


:£ the d-1 

i part. The 
sed on them 
would more 


Brake Co. 

rst consign- 
ctured Pat-1 
be seen at 
avenue. 


ome of the 
Uwn, Rob- 
Miss Alma 
C. Johnson 

»y. 


sector 



There will be a box supper at j t T V \, ,as V * 

Bussard church Saturday night. H* "• Shrader. 
Everybody come and have a good Morgan Griu 
time. at this writing. 

A large crowd attended the! Mrs. Hevene 
burial of John Andrew Moore at dren and Miss 
this place Monday. He leaves a 1 tended the bu 
host of friends to mourn his loss. Moore at Frofct 

Mrs. W. J. Pritchard, formerly J. W. Grii 
of this place, but now of V\ arm Mona Gale, 
Spings, and little daughter. Annie , 

Lona. after spending three weeks , 
visiting friends and relative^ at 
this place, returned to her home 
last Saturday. 

L. N. Gibson of Kansas, is^ 
again with hi* oao^hter, Mrs. 

I Alice Sharp. 

Mr-. BmsarJ is very, 

□aoch coca plaining a: uim time. 


Marknton one 
A. E. Smi 
, Brad Sharp i 
Marlinton. w< 
I day on bosioei 
Renick Hr 
| Creek, a, visi 
Mrs. Walter 0 
Mrs. David 
I of Mrs. A. W. 
Paul DUler i 



W« are having very warm weather with con- l w 
•Idvrable rain which utakua the grass look tins In I »t 
thU part. 

Notwithstanding the steady down pour of rain I a. 
Sunday an immense crowd attended the Qhll I 
dren's lay aervlcea at this place, and every thing 1 Q 
went of quietly and eujoyabte. 

Mctan. Austin and Lttlloton Bird, of Mlaaourt, I v 
and Juo. W. Bird and Mrs. Cliff Matheney, of I 
Highland, were visiting friends and relatlvea In I 
this part this week. I 1 

W. A. (J. sharp Is In Marlmton this week at- I 
teudiug County Court. 

The Cove Hill school took up Monday with 1 
Mia Aline V. McMilllon. of Friar* Hill, (Jreeu- 1 
brier oouuty, as teacher. Miss McMilllon taught 1 
a vary successful school last winter, and the I 
pupils are glad to have her bac^ again. 

While working at Huntley 4 Sou's ramp near 1 
Frost last week Hroust 4harp received a vary I 
painful cut In the fool* at this time' we are glad I 
to state he la getting along nicely. 

• A A. Sharp and returned from Jamestown 1 
Satunlay. 

Pritchard A Townseod are detag a gopd epgi/ j 

chant tie business here now, and we hope to see 
our town build up., 

The Crumett Bras, have finished threshing *tu 
this pert, and did excellent wort. We hope to 
have them beck next veer. 
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I>orss MfaCmrtjr wss up from carttp Inal 
week making arrangemenUi for garden 
making, etc. 


11 


Rarneat Sharp 
forest flro oon 


Deputy game warden 
was called to look after a 

day last week. 

Charles McCarty baa moved Into town. 

Road working has begun In this section 
for which 1 suppose wo will soon have 
good roads. 

Mrs. 8. H. Sharp and little son. from 
Marlioton, were visiting friends and rela¬ 
tives in this section last week. 


Borne of the boys attended the big shoi 
1 1 at Marlioton last Thursday and r**j*»rt a 
floe large time. 


Quite a few of our farmers have coo 
tracted with the Marlioton Meat Co. to 
dispose of their wool for this season. 


Earnest Sharp 
few days ago. 


returned to Dentnar a 


W. P, Starch er, s former school teacher 
here, has returned to his home at Kipley. 
Jackson county, after a short visit here 
with friends. 



Mlaaee Margie Curry and V<m Kelley 

were visiting frleoda at Ctovsrllck Kmi 
time ago. 

Mtaa Grace Moore, of New Hope. *u 
In town one da y 1am week. she recently 
returned from Athena where Abe Attended 

•cbool the j>aat term. 

Early Dilley And Mina LuIa Biuaard At¬ 
tended the lot tale At MArUntoo last Wed 
iRAdA/«aqd report A nice time. 

5««Nrt 

J. D. Payne ± Co. bin 10 teama on 
the road hauling lumbar for thdr mill oo 
Bruffeya creek. a 

We bin aereral nan of typhoid ferer 
In onr town. Dr. Cola Attending pfcyd 
dan. 

Mr. T. O. Bydcnatrtcker waa in our 
village Sunday. 

C. F. Hull, of Huntington, la home on 
a visit 








prtttfM'f'Mjv furnuwt In the o»unty, <ii*d 
al bla bom at Kroat, Ttteaday, July BAth, 
TV year*. Hit Ud not bm la good 
baalili all Burnt***. Sunday be auffmd a 
Moke of paralysi* from wldcb b* did aot 
rrO'trr but it It * I two tLay* tal*f. H# waa 
tnarti*! llm* limit. )I« Oral narriad a 
lady to ibe w r n, Mb* died Jaarlag a ton, 
Oaurga, t*rm II*tog In Ulghland oouaiy. 
lie ivturood to thU uouoty and married j 
Maggi* Hlrd, a Highland coaaiy lady 
•ite diad ■ -n* Ore i*r aii yaara ago. About 
ditnen caontlui ago b# marriad lira. Har- 
riot Trim Me who at ill inrrlrw Ifa was 
burtad at Oraeu UU1 oennArry Wadofladty 
•erfIre* bHag OooducUd at tha M t 
Lhurcb at Float by K»v. Charlaa Hocgmii 
Mr. Rydor «m a lptm) preaebar la tba M; 
t Church Siuth, but ao far aa v§ raa 
luarn newr bad a circuit K?*a at feta 
adfaticcii a<* I* frojuaatly pnaaefead ha 
hia neighborhood. lie vraa a good tnaa 
and b« will bt graatly mlaaad la tbi cum 
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rmm and things 


Peer Editor: 

as 1 r»*ti the many panther ate* 
rlee In The Times. 1 sm reminded to 
1*11 mv txperlence of fifty-two yea:* 
ago. al eo 1 too almost saws par.* 
Iher 

One of my cousins, W. H Collins. 
• ho new lives near Durbin, and my- 
aelf hunted coons together We 
were armid with an old army pistol 
When the d gs would bark, one of us 
would buckle the old weapon around 
us and go up the tree. If we could 
sreat all we would bring the ccccs 
down. 

We lived at Hcs’.erman. There 
res a panther which stay 
d on Liurei Run on th8 east elds of 
ireenbrler River, right opposite Hos- 
erxan We had a cornfield on that 
ide of the river, and oue night my 
ousln and I went over there coon 
untlng We went around the field, 
at did not strike anything until wo 


nm n. s nH 

Henry M. Smith was born In Green 
brier county Sept. i3 I$35 at d de¬ 
parted thU life Oct 27. 1927 at the 
age of 42. Mr. Smith wa* *n to 
ployee c f the C Jfe O B R firmanv 
yea*s and had charge of the station 
at Heard. W Va . during the time 
that the lumber operations were 
going on at Denmar and Spice Run 
which made the office a ve'T Im¬ 
portant one. He was verjtfflclent 
and steady in his work and his close 
application to the duties of his office 
for so many years, no doubt brought 
on the 111 health which finallj result¬ 
ed In hla death at so early an age 

In the year Dec. 24. 1907, Mr 
Smith was united In marriage with 
Mbs Ethllne Llvasy of Krankford, 
W Va and they set up housekeep 
Ing at Heard which was their only 
home until ill health forced him to 
give up work. There they made 
many friends and spent many happy 
years. During all these years It was 


BUSINESS MEN 


lx * lbe P 1 ** wher ® we entered ^ privilege and profit to koo* them 
„ . . , and to rejdce with them in the 

There the dogs struck track, rai happiness and prosperity which was 
it about 400 yards on a hemloc.. 

mk. and began barking up a birch , 0u ^ ov . 20( l921 Mr Smith united 


-ec on steep ground. 

The night was very dark, so I buck- 
id oc the old weapon and up the 
« I wem as far as I could get. 1 
u d not see so I thought I would 
ake It oat. When 1 tried to shake 
• tree would Just swing. 

1 said to my cousin there is some 
ing on this tree larger than a coon. 
1 cat a large sprout oil of the tree, 
i began thrashing in the top of 
i tree The dogs were watching 
U to fail. It jumped out dowo 
i hu among the laurels. It made 
werful racket. Away went the 
r« shunt two hundred yards and 
id again, bat the dogs did not 
f. • that It had Jumped out. We 
HI x oo the track, and It ran a 
*t ItaUnoe and treed again it 
•<d always jump out before we 
trt gee tell* dogs- After It had 
m used several times It let some 
u* awU.Mt yeas yoa aver beard 
Lf 4 * lc,ud *** left there as 
** 1 ae pedbla to I believe mi 

“ 1n>m • panther 

- it was too dost. 


wee agteo 


C P Gelltna. 
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with the Presbyterian church up.vi 
prosesslon of faith and his pastor and 
all the members of the church were 
greatly encouraged to know that one 
who had always stood so well in the 
community and was so capable, had 
thrown his whole Influence and ex¬ 
ample upon the 9ide of the Kingdom 
of Christ. The grief aud sorrow of 
all his friends can only be imagined 
when they learned that an Insidious 
disease had attacked him and that 
he had to give up his position and 
removed to Krankford where for all 
these years he had lingered in grad 
ual decline. The end came as a 
longed for release from a crushing 
burden. Eternity alone can reveal 
to ua why one who was so well fitted 
to serve the Kingdom of Christ 
should be thus taken before he lived 
out half tils days Hut God In his 
Infinite wisdom willed it so and we 
can oolv aay. "It la tin Lord, let 
Him do what acemelh Him good 
There remain to bear the burden 
UiU grief, hla wife and their children 
Ladle, titer Mil Henry. Louise, Kvla, 
and liana, and two sisters Mrs. John 
Meuse of Williamsburg. Mrs S it 
Keel and one brother Harper Smith 
of Mar talon 


The Weet Vliglele Pob ic Health 


On !e*t Friday night inut meet- 
ing of tbi buslnr s men of the com¬ 
munity was held In the dining room 
of the Marlin Sewell Hotel. Tbe , OJ 
purocst of the meeting was to hear ■ , 

u e report of S H Wallace, who h**| M 
j ut returned from N-.v \ ork. where 
lie had met with the director* of the I 
United States Leather Company Ini t| 
reference to the matter of rebuilding 
their large plant at Marllntou. 

While Mr Wallace could not say 
that the Mar'.lnton Tannery would bo 
rebuilt, he d!d say the matter was 
still under consideration and definite 
decision had been posponei until 
Tuesday. 

The men present decided to organ¬ 
ize a Business Mena* Cooperative 
Association of Marllntou. This was 
a wise move If the tannery is re¬ 
built we will have an organization 
to cooperate with the big Industry of 
our community. If the worst comes 
we will have an organization through 
which to work In seeking other In¬ 
dustrie*. 

S B. Wallace was elected preal 
dent, and K. M Sydoor. secretary 
A committee appointed for to draft 
and submit a constitution and bylaws 

The following resolution was pass 
ed and signed by the business men of 
the town aud mailed to the United 
States Leather Company : 


"Be It resolved by the Business 
Men’s Cooperative Association of 
Marllnton, that It will at all times 
endeavor to Indues Industries to lo¬ 
cate in our town, and that this Ass>* 
elation will Insist that all industries 
which shall locate In Marilnton, shall 
be treated fairly, and especially as to 
the matteis of taxation, and necessa 
ry sewerage, and we assure the Union 
T*nolng Company that if It ahall 
rebuild its plant in our towu that It 
will have at all times our mes; loya 
support," 

before adjourning all the members 
of the Association by a standing 
yote expr«s«ed their appreciation of 
Mr Wallace and his well directed 
public spirited endeavors for the up 
bui'dlng of the county and eyamu 
nity. 


CIRCULAR ON SHEEP BUSING 


A 62 page circular giving a com¬ 
prehensive disc us don on everyth!** 
from the status of the sheep Indue-1 
iff lm Rh mMaIi ifciTr— 1 
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What was Glade Hill has troubled 
the thinkers of this county for many 
years. It 19 a ridge on the bottom 
of Galford’s Creek near Dunmore in 
sight of the State Highway. It is 
about a half mile long and about 
* evenly feet high and looked at from 
a distance appears to be a grassy rail¬ 
way embankment of gigantic propor¬ 
tions. But examined more closely it 
assumes the shape of an overturned! 
boat shaped like a log canoe, broad in 
in the center and running to a peak 
at both ends. It is covered with a 
carpet of tine blue grass sod without 
a weed to mar the smoothness ot* its 
coat. It Is surrounded by rich farm 
bottom land, some of the best produ 
cing land In the county. On the east 
tide rises the Allegheny mountain on 
the other side is a limestone hill. 
Glade llill is such a symetrical mound 
lhat many have thought it to be the 
work of man, but the presence on its 
top of round creek pebbles has stood 
In the way of that theory. 

Here is another guess at the origin 
of Glade Hill, on J. N Wllfong’s 
farm in Green Rank district. It is 
of • gaoler In the Ice age. 
btich hills are oJaasItied In the geolo- 
g a* esltets, which comes from the 
Jr 1 * or d» eaaers, meaning a ridge 
Hi the northern staten, especially 
• 1 * * **• ***** “lore common 

f V • outh ***** I**™ 
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at both ends. It Is covered with » 
carpet of fine blue grass sod without 
a weed to mar the smoothness of its 
coat. It is surrounded by rich farm 
bottom land, some of the best produ¬ 
cing land in the county. On the east 
side rises the Allegheny mountain on 
the other side is a limestone hilh 
Glade Hill is such a symetrlcal mound 
that many have thought it to be the 
work of man, but the presence on its 
top of round creek pebbles has stood 
In the way of that theory. 

Here is another guess at the origin 


of Glade ntll, on ,1. N Wilfong’s 
farm in Green Bank district. It isl 
the work of a glacier in the ice age. 
Such hills are classified in the geolo¬ 
gies as eskeis, which comes from the 
Irish word, eascra, meaning a ridge. 

Id the northern states especially 
in Maine they are more commonl 
than this far south and they have | 
a great development in Scandinavia 
where they ruu for many miles. In 
this country it was warm for many 
years and then it got cold. The Ice 
Age set iu. After a period when the 
whole world had been warm and 
rainy, it began to get cold, and all 
the animal land life in the northern 
parts of creation perished or tied to 
the south. Many are supposed to have 
crowded into caves and perished there 
Many of the species disappeared en 
tirely, especially the huge overgrown 
animals which could not withstand 
the cold winds on their great bulks 
and which could not outrun the ap 
proach of the first winter, and which 
had no place to shelter. 

I’p to that time the great rainfalls 
and the floods at well as the winds 
and the suns had been shaping the 
mount all.a and the land Into accept 
• ' 1 A i. uniain hewlv urhiat. 
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there had been laid down the big 
glade that was In time to be rich 
farms. It was In about tlie same 
shape that it is now, only it was 
about seventy feet higher, that Is all 
of it was on the level with the top of 
the esker. It had been formed by 
the wash from the east, nobody 
knows how many miles away. Many 
of the stones had rolled on the bot¬ 
tom of the turbulent streams until, 
they were round as baTTs The 9ttr- j 
face of the bottom or glade was cov¬ 
ered with them. Then the ice shut 
down on the world and some of the 
perpetual ice that the ineffectual 
summers could not melt, extended as 
far south and farther than Pocahon¬ 
tas county. Anyway there Is no ques 
tion but that the big glade on Gal- 
ford creek, a branch of Sitllngtons 
creek, was held firm uy tiie ice for 
many thousand years. 

It endured for a season, a geologi¬ 
cal season, and presently the the sun 
spot or whatever it was that caused 
the long cold spell got better and the 
ice began to melt and the streams 
came to life under the ice and com¬ 
menced to wear away the surface and 
deliver the mud to the sea and this 
went on for a long time under the ice 
before the Ice caps disappeared. 

At Glade Hill, the bottom land 
was so broad that there was room for 
two streams to begin the cutting so 
one started on the west side of the 
level land and the other on the east 
side and It Is the work of these 
streams ever widening and turning 
and changing their courses that ac 
count for the line level fields on either 
h °f the esker. For some reason 
or Ollier there was a long winding 
strip of land on which the toe still 
held and as long as the freeze remain 

*d In LlilL ktrl.t ..... __ 
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spot or whatever it was that caused 
the long cold spell got better and the 
Ice began to melt and the streams 
came to life under the ice and com¬ 
menced to wear away the surface and 
deliver the mud to the sea and this 
went on for a long time under the ice 
before the ice caps disappeared. 

At Glade Hill, the bottom land 
was so broad that there was room for 
two streams to begin the cutting so 
one started on the west side of the 
level land and the other on the east 
side and it is the work of these 
streams ever widening and turning 
and changing their courses that ac 
count for the fine level fields on either 
side of the esker. For some reason 
or other there was a long winding 
strip of land on which the ice still 
held and as long as the freeze remain 
ed in that strip there was no erosion, 
and the streams cut down the levels 
on the sides and left the strip at its 
original height, so that when the ice 
disappeared in the course of the ages 
a fine winding symmetrical ridge ap¬ 
peared, to the wonder and admira¬ 
tion cf the pioneer, who named the 
place Glade Hill from its most nota¬ 
ble feature. Going up the stream at 
its fiist noticeable bend, the storms 
cf time have broken it in two, and 
while the esker is plain to be seen 
extending farther north between the 
waters of the two creeks, yet it is the 
green Lil) at the southern end that 
ha* been given the Dima. 

The county road runs between the 
two. the gap being taken advantage 
of in the neighborhood road. The 
round creek bed stones on top of the 
iidge were not carried there from a 
lower level. They came from some 
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held ann as long is me ireeze remain 
ed In that strip there was no erosion, 
and the streams cut down the levels 
on the sides and left the strip at Its 
original height, so that when the Ice 
disappeared In the course of the ages 
a fine winding symmetrical ridge ap 
peered, to the wonder and admira¬ 
tion cf the pioneer, who named the 
place Glade Hill from its most nota¬ 
ble feature Going up the stream at 
its first noticeable bend, the storms 
of time have broken it in two, and 
while the esker is plain to be seen 
extending farther north between the 
waters of the two creeks, yet it is the 
green hill at the southern end that 
has been given the name. 

The county road runs between the 
two, the gap being taken advantage 
of in the neighborhood road The 
round creek bed stones on top of the 
ridge were not carried there from a 
lower level. They came from some 
much higher point when the top of 
the ridge was the bed of the stream 

Here are some of the names given 
to heaps and deposits made by the ice 
in the ice age; 

Moraines. Irregular ridges, when 
terminal transverse to the ice flow. 

Drum! Ins, ovate hills, elongate. 

parallel to ice flow. 

Ramea, round to ovate hills group- 
• l transv#ne to glacier. 

£a*erm, winding, elongate, parallel 
to Ice flow. 
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ridge were not carried tliere from a 
lower level. They came from some 
much higher point when the top of 
the ridge was the bed of the stream. 

Here are some of the names given 
to heaps and deposits made by the Ice 
In the ice age; 

Moraines. Irregular ridges, when 
terminal, trausverse to the Ice How. 

Drumllns, ovate hills, elongate, 
parallel to ice /low. 

Kames, round to ovate hills group¬ 
ed transverse to glacier. 

Eskers, winding, elongate, parallel 
to Ice flow. 

Frontal aprons, outwash plains 
beyond morainal deposits. 

A most magnificent set of kames 
are to be seen in the same valley to 
the south of Glade Hill and on the 
other side of Sltllngtons Creek In the 
long valley that Joins with an Imper¬ 
ceptible divide the country of the 
valley drained by Sltllngtons Creek 
and Knapps Creek. 

I have given you all a lot of geology 
lately and 1 have no apology to make 
strictly speaking, any further than Is 
< ue for the presentation of thoughts 
In general to an unwilling world 
i he modern scheme of civilization 
demands It however, and it more and 
more tends to the printed word rath* 
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from the camp during the late war, 
and exhibited an honorable discharge 
1 think lie showed it to me first for 1 
I was a member of the legal advisory 
board for thp soldiers, and had a good 
deal to do with them. The paper 
stated that he had not been accepted 
for further service on the grounds of 
limbecillty. I told him to guard that 
[paper and keep it carefully out on no 
account to show it to anybody If 
anybody asked for his papers to refer] 
him to me. ■ 

Men know the difference between] 
land whereon you can hardly grow 
[switch large enough to be used in the 
Tanning of the Shrew, and the land 
where great trees grow and which 
are ready to furnish comfort and pro¬ 
visions for the multitudes. 

Probably the reason that the geolo 
gy of the book is unpopular is because 
[of the strange ami unfamiliar names 
like paleozoic, meaoxoic, and cenozoic. 
Those are names for ancient life, 
middle life, and modern life, and 
after you get the hang of the lan¬ 
guage It becomes easier. 

All men know that limestone en 
riches land, that a sandstone will do 
to build a chimney, and coal will 
burn 1 never took any stock in that 

rn itl 48 1)0 * ouu d In one of 

Mark I wain s books about the pton- 
••r in the Appalachaln mountains 
r !° btillt bis chimney out of coal. 

141 tbink it at all probable that 
*ny u»an ever made a break like that. 
a lid as to that part of geolotrr that 


Jake place, a 
Stony Creek. r 
up the fifteen 
between the to 
the Greenbrier 
There is l 
shale, and cal 
It all makes f 
that they ha\ 
highway Is rl< 
good land whe 
I do not knc 


see a cross i 

county than t< 
Gap by way ol 
llnton and Ed 
Randolph cou 
of about fort 
Silurian, Dev 
ou9 formatio 
diversified ar 
bo be found 
the earth. 

I rememb€ 
with judgini 
through on ti 
Clifton Forg 
while the en 
cjlored mao 
bit of rough 
was a lixard 
and said he 
cents. The < 
was a fossil t 
the symposia 
were 


very well coo 

ftL *9 






til* • ' V I inItlll 16 me, 11 , 

, t^peclaliyj A ft or you get the hang of the lan 
i ,> Mumon l || (noomie easier. 

they h»vej A) | , H#|I know that limestone en 
Soamllnavlal r , oh#8 that a sandstone will do 


«ti:e> I"I to build a chimney, and coal will 


f '\ r m * Ky I burn, 
lhc loel stor y 


1 never took any stock In that 
that Is to be found in one of 


d "i en the Mxrk Twain’s books about the pion 


"* ru ’ * n '?|eer In the Appalachaln mountains 


' . which l am tr 

°'t^«“ as eagerly I 

*’ hS 1 remii 

Mil bu.ksI ___ 


lUsl 


\e ap 
ihld) I 


, i *aa ii«v --- 

' U% Ana ‘ v who oullt his ehimuey out of coal. 

* ' x .; ^ rn 1 do not think it at ail probable that 
V > k lv any man ever made a break like that. 

A,K * * s tliat P ar * °* geology that 
Lsi.t'vitr.trt llAS Ui do wltt) fossils, concerning 
reared en | i Am trying to find out about, 

once followed a deer I 
reminded a friend the other 
day that more men make a living out 
of fossils, than out of any other 
branch of industry, in West Virginia 
, , J *nd this is eminently true, when you 
? * *nd< :ea:e:]Q ^ r ttat coal is a fossil. 

We have a lot of coal in Pocahcntas 
county but owing to the great abun¬ 
dance of this source of light, heat. 
*’ • jX'*ir, in more favored sections 
Virginia it is not likely that 
*e wi see it deve'oped very soon. 1 
“* derstaod that when a geologist of 
frwtt renown announced that 
’ •} • a i untold tens of 
Wtir coal, tha wofl 
•* •*. and no 

- at ii at wi.; 
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There is do doubt that grass will 
grow in every part of the county once 
the trees are conquered and the sun 
allowed to shine upon the ground. 
And we are inclined to think that 
because the Rig Lime is ail on the 
west side of the river that the west 
side is the favored side. But that 
does not account for the splendid 
farms and pastures on the east side 
of the river and my recent observa¬ 
tion has shown me that the land on 
the east side of the river lias its full 
complement of lime 

Years ago Wesley Mollohan, one of 
the wisest men I ever knew, said 
that the reason that the Rig Lime 
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„ nurfect In, anu uiat it ih otl 
b n CO aclences the least in fact 

r'senTtome that If a gW* 

‘ are to accept as facts all that hacl 
been written on the subject, and do 
no more, that he would be about tbe 
most useless of men. It sterns to me 
that while it is right to accept the 
writings as facts, that they represent 
what has been dscovered, and that 
If the new man cannot add to these 
facts by insight, work, observation, 
and Imagination that he will ac¬ 
complish nothing. 

Undoubtedly there has been no 
science which has changed so utterly 
as geology, within so short a time. 
And I am pretty well convinced that 
it is due to change still more in the 
next few years. 

I am pretty well convinced from 
my reading that most of the geolo 
gists need a trip to Pocahontas coun- 


I ty, on the roof of the world, and that 
j» few weeks spent here would ne 
equal to a liberal education and 
would open their eyes to the wonders 
that the Lord hath made. 

My research lias brought one petty 
triumph. Years ago a seeker after 
| truth brought me stone beads which 
1 Pounced to he Indian beads, and 
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were crinid stem'-' or stone lillies. 
And so the nutter rested until I siw 
iii & hr» iir *-u. .. day by such, a 


■ • uuuk. the other U4JF - "t " 

great geologist that ordinary geolo 
gists become stratified at the mere 
t mention of his name, that the Seneca 
' Indians used crinid stems for beads. 

. I was right in the first instance for 
: tuese were crinid stems cut into little 
• sections with a hole through the 


k center.* 




: Notice to Tax-Payers 


Notice is hereby given that the un- 
1 deralgned Sheriff of Pocahontas Coun 
, tjr will attend in person or by deputy 
at the following time and place for 
the purpose of taxes: 


ADI* yVBA A K lllCTU ir*P 


0lJ en Bank District Is the most northern district 
It ls bou nced on the north and north-west 
by” r d ::: county, on tne east by PendTeton and Highland 
counties, south by Huntersville and Edray Districts. The 
surface is broken and mountainous. The fountain streams 
cf the Greenbrier river constitute the dreinage system. 

Acong these are the east and west branches of the Greenbrier 
river. Little River, Deer Creek, north fork of Deer Creek 
and Leatherbark Creek. 

The old mill which has been mentioned witn tne macnine 
in connection with the making of tools and implements of iron 
and steel. This machine was used in drawing out and flanning 
large iron and steel for making wagon tires, horse shoes, 
shovel plows, bolts, nails and shaping out heavy iron work. 
Thermite of the old Mill end Tilt Hammer is on the land of 
Henry Tfooadell, near Greenbank, in Greenbank District. The 
pit and embankments may be see^n on the west side of the road 
between Martin Sutton's Blacksmith shop and Henry Wooddell's 
nouse. The old Mill race is now used for the county road. 

Tnis mill was a great labor saving for the community end had 
its niche in the early development of the community. 

Harman Conrad of Frederick County, Maryland, purchased 
t£ie Taylor Grant from John Erown, on A ugust 3 r( *, 1799» 

arid began to harness the water power of Ilorth Fork, which was 
celled Cartmills Creek at that time. He built a Tub Mill or 
Cjrn w^icn was kept in running condition for ten or fifteen 


yeSTS ' KiS S ° n ’ Soloraon Conrad, wno was a veteran - 
' rar or ms, after golng through the war - ° the 

discharged too* charge of tt . ^ ^ ^ J"* 
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tlrck sffiith s t lop, and supplied the neighborhood with wagons. 

?ne late William Sutton of the hill neighborhood, learned the 
wagon makers trade under Patrick Bruffey and carried on the 
work long after the Civil IVar. Patrick 3ruffey was Magis¬ 
trate in the community for several years and became Sheriff 
of Pocahontas County later. 

The pioneer, Daniel Kerr, who, soon after the Revolu¬ 
tionary tfar, located on Deer Creek, now below the town of Boyer 
established a grist mill, saw mill, blacksmith shop and managed 
a store and hie place became one of industry for that paxt of 
the community. A lathe was installed at this place and was 


operated by Frederick Phillips, who vras a wheelright, and made 
spinning wheels, looms, reels, spools, spool frames, and chairs 
Tr:e site of this old mill may be seen on the north side of the 


creek near tne east end of the hevener farm. 

The pioneer Luday Taylor, who was a veteran of the 


rar of 1812, purchased land from Solomon Townsend and others 
In 1819, end settled on Galford's Creek. He erected a grist 

“ i11 anfl £ 6aw mil1 - mill was kept in running condition 

until about 1580, end had its niche in the early advancement 
and Development of that part of Greenback community. The old 
Taylor r.omeetead is now owned by Arch Galford. 


T.'iug ig noted some of 
Oreenbank Dietrlct, Pocahontas 
leads the County in Industrial 


the early developments of 
County, w ich District now 
development. 
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iHMiafc*-' — 10 JU> ' 7''First settlers In the SW 
«• Drlnn ° nS " 6 of visiter Drlnnon of Ir- 

Comraunl ty. Tho.es hrlnnoh son ^ cabin stood 

land, settled In Edray shout • . sprins under the 

on the bank near the present graveyard. * 

hank has always been known as the Drlnnon Spring. 

from the cabin was a favorite casing place for Indr n . 

ssny stone relics have been found here. Other prooi ol 

site of this cabin was an old apple orchard, and one tree re- 

sains to this day. over a hundred years old and known as the 

Drinnon apple. This field is known as the "iOld Orchard 

Field". A part of it belongs to W. L. Price and the other 


pert to A. R. Gay. 

Early records tell us that Thomas drinnon was a 
soldier with General ^ewis in the Battle of Point Pleasant. 


,/hen he returned home, he found his cabin in ruins. His 
wire had been killed by the Indians, and his son Charles 
carried into captivity. He was so broken up over his wife’s 
death end the fate of his son that he returned to the army 
end nerched beyond the Ohio River. 

At the close of the war he returned to his mountain 
bo-, but there were no ties to hold him, and he resolved to 
;ourncy to the went, end there among savage vtribes searoh lor 
bl. lo.. ao with hi. nn. ho pushed out into th* ,u_ 

1 y.., p....u th.r. w.ro no tiding. 0 f him. 


lile frienda beliovod met he 
orueity. The reot lhut 
Kortbweat •»<* found hie loot 


hud loin,** o victim or ouvege 
he hed Journeyed rer to the 
won in poseaelon of e trader 
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and at last 


- — J ° Urney , ' 83 ^’is now Pooahon- 


near Detroit. 

. onrt lived many years in 
reaohed home and liven 


both 


tas County. 


. ad a large boundary of land, several thousand 

■ jrinnon ovmed a larg u Drin- 

aores that extended from Indian Draft to Stony 


from the old settler. 


The Drinnons 


non’s Ridge took its name 

this section long ago and we Know nothing of the 


left 

of these brave pioneers. 

The settlers to follow the Drinnons were the Moores. 
About l)B0 Robert Moore, Sr. moved to Edray from the Bridger 
place on Greenbrier River and settled on the Drlnnon holdings. 


He and his boys opened up a fine farm and erected a two story 
brick dwelling—the only brick dwelling in tuo community. 

Robert Moore and his wife lived and aied in the "brick mansion”. 

He was born in 176o and died 1858 a^ed niuoo^ ./aois. Ilia 
grave was the first in the Edray Graveyard. 

Robert iooro’s farm was divided among his sons and one daughter. 
Tr.e names of t..e sons were: Isaao, James, YJilliam and Robert, Jr. 
;-.obert received the old homestead and lived there several years. 

In 1867 he aold the old home to J. W. Sharp. 

1...0 i-oore oettlod in the wools Just opposite the present site 
or th. ;.«re, Uhuroh. HI. home wee e hewed log house about alx- 
t.ea by tw.nt, r.et, two etorloe high, eheved.shingle roof, 
obi need end d.ub.d well., on. door end on. wlndowin th. first 

story. !0 1V11 . fin. rrom. hou.o wen eroded on the site or 
Utie old log house by 0. B. Uoore. 

About lb.l drey Connunlty ...rm.d wuh , 01dl , r , 

the aorob or la eaau. ^ 

». 1...0 -core oontreoted comp fever ,„a 





- 3 ‘ Sle s from "bioh he died, 

too ... -.«>•* •" ‘ 


father. 


early settler i n this 

Colonel John Baxter naa an e Y ^ member 

community. He came here «hout 1800 oan fee fou nd. 

...» — - ,0 at »- 

:-;:Lr”rr“r^., Trr = 

^lee from the Drlnnon cahin. He was the first Colonel 
the 137th Regiment. In the organization of the county, he 
.as a leader and he held a prominent place in the early his¬ 
tory of the county. Vihen the county was first formed, he 
administered the oathsof office to the other members of the 
first court in 1822. For many years he was a justice of the 


peace and a member of the Pocahontas County Court. He did 
much in framing business papers and frequently adjusted dis¬ 
putes out of court. His library was the largest and best 
in the county, containing over a hundred volumes. 

About this time there became a popular demand for 


a Constitutional Convention and the .assembly in 1827-28 pass¬ 
ed an act providing that vote be taken upon the question. 

This resulted in a large majority in favor of the convention 
end tftat body assembled in Hiohmond, Ootober 5, 1829. This 
•ea the moat remarkable body of men that had assembled in 

m ‘ UU * ln ° e »»• “adluon a „d - an „ ton _ 

re. .x-pro.ld.nl. of th. United utnt„ n„a m<my oth „, r# _ 

7“* f ° r U, °‘ r ’ nl Th. body wun oonpo3Bd 

r,elon ■“» ln°thn"umuS b o? 
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The ^dray 


. B „ t9r representing Pocahontas 

B ong these was John Barlo ws, Smiths, 

Other early settlers sere the 

uncans, and Duffields. 

r Post “ffioe nas established abou 

. „ a3 the first post office In Pocahontas County, 
and was the n ^ - +he i a te 

Mrs. Eliza Moore, mother of 

r:r”“- t-” 

She said "Call the post office Edrei, leave 
a Bible name. she saia, 

Off the el and add ay malting Sdray the name". (Numbers El-33) 
The name Edrei means a fortress. In JosJ.ua it is stated 
that Edrei is one of the fenced cities, and that may have 
suggested tne name to Mrs. -core, for at a very early date 
little village was a fenced clearing. George P. Moore 
i appointed postmaster in 1856 by President Pierce. He 


this 
was 

was only sixteen years of age when he assumed this responsi¬ 
bility. He served as postmaster until 1885. William Scott 
was appointed postmaster under President Cleveland for some 
tine, and then George P. Moore was appointed again and served 
until nis death in 1922. His service made him tne oldest 
powtcaater in the United States. He served sixty-four yrs. 


In the early days mills were of great importance 

• an .. n„d that the first mill was built by Hobart Moore Sr 

• t th. head of Big -prtag. This hous, a Uowed iog 

** U4t ** ’ l “° " “ t0rl, >" with e twenty foot 

•P' «*. Th» U.U. eauipmont of the «iU oonaiated or 

of runnorw both * . oonaiatod or two 

oth., ,l r ^ ' ° n ° r ° r « r ^din 6 ***** 

trmaxng ou*u tt**a ouup«. 






f tM community built near 

:t. nr»t BQ " “ 1U ° an4 ^ water from the same 

-^" lUM rJu 8 e af ormeny years enl this spot 

These mil 1 ® *.w e oommunity* 

aoutoe. 111 . oa „ center of tne 

«. — important bus - ^ ^ ^ ^ by William 

The first store Isaa0 M oNeel, 

laos sal Henry Berio*, and George 

““ l0C6U0IU , h00l3 in the community were held in the 

The first schools in xne 

59 ttl.rs -homes. The teacher received free hoard in the 
none, or his pupils and would spend a wee* in the home of on 
pupU and then nee on to the next. The first real school 
nous, we, near hrs. George Baxter's home. The house was a 
round log structure with clapboard roof held in place by press 


poles. The fire place took up moat of one end of the room. 

It was nade of rough stone and the chimney was made of slats 
• ad sud. For light greased paper was pasted over the oracks. 
eets sere made of split loga, holes bored and pins put in 
fr,r legs. The term of eohool was three months and the teaoher's 
•alary one dollar a month for ouch pupil. 


The firat ohuroh In tho Edroy Community waa built on 
J Crook »M o.iled hemlln Ch.pel. it la e howod log 
*“ ,w ‘*«* .United end doub.d, ohovod ,hln«l. roof. ,14. 

ten... ond for sent, long bonoho. with .lot book.. a,,,. 
M. «o. Old. tailorU. t.k.n out , h . building 

.... Thl. oburob 

"** t ' lU leap end la atili In uaa. 
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On the Huntersville road as you 
approach Marl inton. the boundary of 
town is crossed just round the sharpl 
turn of the hill, and before there is 
any Intimation that a town is anyl 
where near. The next turn shows a 
larfre, twenty acre, unfenced clearing 
on the prehistoric river terrace, some 
thlnjf like a hundred feet above the 
level of Knapps creek. This is called 
the Hamilton field, and at the time 
the town was projected was a part of 
the A. M. McLaughlin farm.The held 
comes down close to tire court house 
being bounded on that side by a beau 
tlful natural grassy bank. This 
twenty acres win form the next im¬ 
portant annex to the town. It is al 

£*0 !L C,rC '* d 0,1 htlf ,to boundary 
J ^ Urf,0#d 8Ute blgnway, in 

‘it i. i'«?*• Ih ! road 

H to In turn bounded by a higher 

»l*t of aavarai hundred 


torrac* 


or 


acr«a all of «.7i . . . numired 

•ndU *' '• ,n "mlu 

natural ola^l ***** ,l »“ Ihe 

ioae . of »»>* 
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On the Huntersville road as you 
approach Marllnton. the boundary of 
town is crossed just round the sharp 
turn of the hill, and before there is 
any Intimation that a town is any 
where near. The next turn sho ws a 
large, twenty acre, unfenced clearing 
on the prehistoric river terrace, some 
thing like a hundred feet above the 
level of Knapps creek. This is called 
the Hamilton field, and at the time 
the town was projected was a part of 
the A. M. McLaughlin farm.The field 
comes down close to the court hause 
being bounded on that side by a beau 
tlful natural grassy bank. This 
twenty acres will form the next im¬ 
portant annex to the town. It is al 
ready encircled on half its boundary 
b) a hard surfaced state highway, in 
other words, the Huntersville road. 

It »• In turn bounded by a higher 
terrace or flat of aeveral hundred 
acre* a I of which U In the city limits 
**mi It would seem that it was the 
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porcino annex i<> die town, it Is al 
ready encircled on half its boundary 
by a hard surfaced state highway, in 
other words, the Huntersville road. 

It is in turn bounded by a higher 
terrace or Hat of several hundred 
acres all of which is in the city limits 
and it would seem that it was the 
natural place for the center of the 
town, but the fact that the railroad 
follows the river left it to one side 
of the court house while the building 
was done on the other or railroad 
side. There is another reason too 
why it was not built upon. It was 
reserved for the millionaire’s row, 
and in those days when hopes ran 
high, it was consdered to be but a 
matter of time when there would be 
a milllonaiie set in town and so we 
determined to park them on the 
beautiful heights on the eastern bor¬ 
der of the town. But the million 
aire did not materialize. The time 
came when the heighth c f the aver 
age man's ambition was to have a car 
arid a gallon of gasoline and the 
world was hls’n So it looks now as 
If the natural growth of the town 
would react) out and take in tiie Ham 
lltou Held and that It would be occu 
pied by the workers of the wor.d 
hutted jf the workers of tl elr fellow 
MO. 
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age man's ambition was to have a car 
and a gallon of gasoline and tire 
world was his’n. So ic looks now as 
if the natufai growth of tlie town 
would reach out and take in the Flam 
ilton field and that it would be occu¬ 
pied by the workers of the world, 
instead of the workers of their fellow 
men. 

On the terrace next above the llano 
ilton field is the site of the farm once 
called the Powell place, now generally 
referred to as Cemetery Hill. It was 
the part of the plantation on which 
wy father was born, and he rests 
within a few steps of his birth place. 

The names of these fields are from 
the men who cleared them. I do not 
know who Powell was but the Ham 
ilton field was named for William 
Hamilton who married into 
community. 

while Sam Houston was 
still the dictator of Texas he moved 
central Texas and ,was sheriff of 
i Unco county during Its most terri- 
J,e days, when the Comanche Indians 
went on the war path and carried 
otalb and destruction ail 
that part of Tim. 

Houston was born in I7y;< In 
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still the dictator or i exas ne moved 
to central Texas and was sherilTof| cc 
Blanco county during its most terri-1 Jl 
hie days, when the Comanche Indians 
went on the war path and carried 
death and destruction all through 
that part of Texas. 

Sam Houston was born in 1793 in L 
Rockbridge county. Hamilton was s 
born in 1811 and died in Blanco coun 1 ° 
ty, Texas, in 1894. Houston died in y 
1862. But Austin, the capital city, 1' 
is next to Blanco county and Houston 1 
was governor of the state of Texas in 1 
1859, and up to his death, and they I 
must have been together a great deal. I 
Houston was governor when the state 
seceded and he refused to sign the! 
order, and the secession of the state! 
broke him so that he died. Houston 1 
had worked for many years to bring 
Texas into the Union and he could 
not survive the action taken to secede 
When the first company was form 
*d for tiie confederacy at Hunts 
vllle, the home of Sam Houston, he 
was asked to review Die troops. Tills 
he consented to do. He put on his 
big blue army uniform. He called 
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had worked Tor many years to Dring 
Texas into the Union and he could 1 u 
not survive the action taken to secede | 
When the first company was form 
ed for the confederacy at Hunts 
ville, the home of Sam Houston, he 
was asked to review the troops. This 
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big blue army uniform. He called 
an imaginary roll of all those politi 
cians of the vicinity who had favored 
secession. None answered. Then 
he called the names of the sons of 
these men and none answered. Then 
he called the name of his son Sam 
Houston, Jr., who had enlisted as a . 
southern soldier with his f ather’s 1 10 
consent. Young Houston answered 
present. The old war horse said in 
the most impressive way: 

“A striking thing it is that those 
who are most invincible in time of 
peace are most invisible in war. 

The significance of this utterance 
lea in the fact that the seceders did 
not anticipate that they were bring 
ing on a war. They were relying on 
their construction of a point of law. 
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an imaginary roll ol all those politi 
clans of the vicinity who had favored 
secession. None answered. Then 
lie called the names of the sons of 
these men and none answered. Then 
tie called the name of his son Sam 
Houston, Jr., who had enlisted as a 
southern soldier with his father’s 
consent. Young Houston answered 
present. The old war horse said in 
the most impressive way: 

“A striking thing it is that those 
who are most invincible in time of 
peace are most invisible in war. 

The significance of this utterance 
ies in the fact that the seceders did 
not anticipate that they were bring 
ing on a war. They were relying on 
their construction of a point of law 
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consent. Xoung nousiuu *'»vverea 
present. The old war horse said in 

the most impressive way: 

“A striking thing it is that those 
who are most invincible in time of 
peace are most invisible in war. 

The significance of this utterance 
ies in the fact that the seceders did 
not anticipate that they were bring 
ing on a war. They were relying on 
their construction of a point of law. 

When they put one of th national 
conventions in Texas "this 
Clem Shaver went down 
plow the first furrow and 
ground for the great 
that is being constucted there 
in which the throng is to 
yip and yelp its tedious way through 
a kind of a war dance, the minds of 
the old timers went back to other 
days when the saying was that 
nobody went to Texas except for 
a cause, and they told a tale of the 
experience meeting in a tavern where 
the crowd agreed to confess what 
each had gone to Texas for Oue said 
une thing and one said another and 
*11 had suflleient cause to move, until 
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tl)»t is being constucteci mere 
in which tne throat? is to 
yip and yelp its tedious way through 
a kind of a war dance, the minds of 
the old timers went back to other 
days when the saying was that 
nobody went to Texas except for 
a cause, and they told a tale of the 
experience meeting in a tavern where j 
the crowd agreed to confess what 
each had gone Co Texas for One said 
one thing and one said another and 
all had sufficient cause to move, until 
the last man said that the reason he 
had come was because he had refused 
to build a church. This caused ques 
tions to be asked, and it appeared 
that in some eastern community they 
has raised a fund to build a church 
*nd had made the immigrant the 
treasurer. 

J'ut that Is all a figment. A lot of 
our people with the restless foot went 

•r'V*! i ^ Kfandfatlier on my moth 
• e went there with my grand 

arm** r ‘ ? V “other a baby in the 
fcUj ‘ 4 u ®* ro They stayed 
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***f church. This caused <iues 

*f b Vnbe asKed, and 1C appeared 
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But that is all a figment. A lot of 
our people with the restless foot went 
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there. My grandfather on ray moth 
er's side went there with ray grand 
mother, my mother a baby in the 
arms, and a negro man. They stayed 
about a year, and the colored man 
died. My grandfather sat by his 
grave all night and the next day 
started back home. My stepgrand 
mother married as a widow Big Foot 
Wallace and he was a great hero 
Once when captured by the Mexicans 
the order was death to one half of 
li e prisoners and liberty to the other 
i s.f to spread the news of the penalty 
it was to be determined by drawing 
btiOa from a nag a 
death, while bean, liberty. Big 
Ifoot Wallace drew a white bean. 

M t l.la comrades wlio hi-, In a 
•••at of apprelieii»lou begged for It 
and Wallace gave It to him. Then 
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' n ^ T I It was on Powell Hill that my 
“ e l great grandmother, Margaret Beard 
! ^ Price, lived, lam part Beard for 
e d l t here Is. where I Ret my disposition 
ne (She was the widow of Thomas Price, 
^ | who died in ]823. aged about eighty 
years. Margaret Beard was from 
Renicks Valley. She was much 
younger than her husband who had 
raised a large family by his first wife, 
ElizabethTaylor. At the time of the 
death of Thomas Price, they lived in 
Botetourt county. 

Thomas Price was one of the five 
Thomas Prices who fought in the 
Revolution, fie was known as the 
Thomas Price of Botetourt county. 
Jhls late marriage with Margaret 
• eard puts me one generation closer 
(J Evolution than most men of 
m> age, and gives me a grsat grand 
tther an a to <lier in that war 

ie record for the nearest to tlie 
revolution la held by Judge Lively. 
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Heard puts me one generation closer 
to the Revolution than most men of 
my age, and gives me a grsat grand 
father as a sodier in that war 
The record for the nearest to the 
Revolution is held by Judge Lively, 
>f the Su] r ;me court His grand 
'ather was a soldier of the Revolu- 
ian. His ancestor was Godrill Lively 
vho was Dorn in 1762 He entered 
he army from Albermarle county in 
780 , and served three campaigns, 
he last of which was for twenty two 
lonths. 

He was married in 1791, and Judge 
ively’s father was born in 1815, and 
L^dge Lively was born in 1864. The 
.ldge’s father fell dead of heart dis 
ise while reading the disDitch that 
inounced the surrender of Lee at 
^ppomattox. 

Margaret Beard Price was left with 
four children, the oldest beiDg my 
grandfather James A. Price. He 
married on the Marlins Bottom plan 
tation and brought his mother and 
two full sisters to live here. A young 
er brother, Thompson Price died in 
Botetourt county. 





I a, , was married m i on, .iuu*ei 

I Ivvly’a father was born In I81. r >, and 
| Lively was born * n '8 ( 'L The 

/Judge's father fell (lead of heart dls 
lease while reading the dlsDatch that 
| announced the surrender of Lee at 
f Appomettol. 

Margaret heard Price was left with 
I four children, the oldest being my 
grandfather .lames A. Price. He 



married on the Marlins Bottom plan- dei 



ration and brought his mother and 
two full sisters to live here. A young 
er brother, Thompson Price died in 
Botetourt county. 

In 1838, Margaret Beard Price de¬ 
cided to settle In the Levels. Her 
daughter Medora had married Wil¬ 
iam Hamilton and was living at 
Mountain Grove Her other daugh 
ter Virginia Agnes had married 
Nathaniel Kel ey of Monroe county 
i'.,ere was four children and Nathan¬ 
iel Kelley died a young man and his 
widow with the four children came 
W) Pocahontas to live with her 
mother. Ahrahatu Seebert owned a 
couple of hundred acres of land 
}u*l east of Hillsboro and tills 
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to Pocahontas to live with her 
mother. Abraham Seebert owned a 
Cl * I couple of hundred acres of land 
0 just east of Hillsboro and this 
he agreed to sell for eight hun¬ 
dred dollars, with the stipulation 
that he would accept nothing but 
hard cash for it. So they sent to 
Lewisburg and got eight hundred 
silver dollars and it made a package 
of about fifty pounds in weight. This 
was carried on horse back to the 
seller and the deal closed. 

Margaret lived at that place seven 
years and the four Kelley children 
got the advantage of a splendid school 
at Hillsboro under the instruction of 
a Mr. Brown and later Rev. M. D 
Dunlap, both noted teachers. My 
father also attended school at the 
same time from his grandmother’s 
house Mrs Kelley only lived a ye»r 
at the Levels and the four children 
*ere thrown on Margaret’s hands, 
and the rest of her life seems to luve 
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Margaret lived at that place ssven l^ eT ® 
ls „ years and the four Kelley children l des ' re 
they | * ofc the advant »^e of a splendid school nauts 
1 at Hillsboro under the instruction of I 
a Mr. Brown and later Rev. M.. D 1 one 
Dunlap, both noted teachers. Myl s ^ ow 
father also attended school at the I and 1 
5ton I sarrje time from his grandmother’s 1 bers 
'house Mrs Kelley only lived ayesri*' 301 
at the Levels and the four children 1 
were thrown on Margaret’s hands, 
and the rest of her life seems to have 
been spent caring for them. She sold 
the farm in the Levels in 1845 to 
James Lewis for eight hundred dol 
lars and moved back to the house on 
Powell Hill, where she departed this 
life in the spring of 1848, aged about | co 
sixty years. 

She made a will that was witnessed 
1 1 by her brother Josiah Beard and by 
Woods Poage. She was concerned 
about the schooling of the Kelley 
children and mentioned the matter 
in the will. 

Like the Hamlltons, the Kelleys 
scattered out In the wide world. 
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James Lewis for eight hundred dol 
lars and moved back to the house on 
Powell Hill, where she departed this 
life in the spring of 1848, aged about 
sixty years. 

She made a will that was witnessed 
by her brother Josiah Beard and by 
Woods Poage. She was concerned 
about the schooling of the Kelley 
children and mentioned the matter 
in the will. 

Like the Hamiltons, the Kelleys 
scattered out in the wide world 
William Scott Kelley was the oldest. 
He was born in 1827, and was eight¬ 
een years old when Margaret died. 
He got the gold fever and made it to 
California where he stayed a few 
years. He was next heard of as one 
of the famous sporting fraternity on 
the steam boat lines between Cincin 
nati and New Orleans. But he seem 
ed from the first to have charged him 
•^elf with the support and schooling 
of his two young sisters. He gave 
them both a most complete education 
Catherine was a graduate of Miss 
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ue of / yj e o-ot the gold fever and made it to 
California where he stayed a few 
ance/..ears. He was next heard of as one 
dld of the famous sporting fraternity on 
ring the steam boat lines between Cincin 
> on nati and New Orleans. But he seem 
* w - led from the first to have charged him 
naJ /self with the support and schooling 
of his two young sisters. He gave 
them both a most complete education 
Catherine was a graduate of Miss 
Maria Richard’s school at the Warm 
Springs and she married Dr. W. N. 
Snodgrass and settled in Missouri. 
And the other sister went to the 
school taught by the Misses Danger- 
field at Hot Springs, Virginia, and 
married Dr. Charles T. Hart and 
lived in New York City. 

William Scott Kelley turned over 
a new leaf in the fifties, and gradu¬ 
ated in medicine in Cincinnati in 
1828, and located in Buchannon coun 
ty, Missouri. He was a friend of Gen. 
Sterling Brice, and was appointed 
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j (riiein uoui a most complete education \ 

1 [Catherine was a graduate of Miss I 
Maria Richard’s school at the Warm! 
Springs and she married Dr. W. 1S1.1 
Snodgrass and settled in Missouri. 1 
And the other sister went to the 
school taught by the Misses Danger- I 
field At Hot Springs, Virginia, and 
married Dr. Charles T. Hart and 
lived in New York City. 

William Scott Kelley turned over 
a new leaf in the fifties, and gradu¬ 
ated in medicine in Cincinnati in 
1828, and located in Buchannon coun 
ty, Missouri. He was a friend of Gen. 
Sterling Price, and was appointed 
surgeon general of Price’s army and 
died during the war. Dr. Kelley 
stood high in the estimation of the 
people at the date of his death. He 
left one child a daughter who mar- 
i rled Geo. L. Rector of Arkansas and 
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. c *“f, JiVJidren and from that time on 
it!, uiruaret lived for her grandchildren 
W,t , T‘ere were ten of the Hamilton 
Grandchildren, but they were no bur 
den to her. for William Hamilton 
the land clearer, was able to look 
after them The Kelley children 
were smart and so she moved to the 
oest school in the valley, the school 
chat Greenbrier county patronized so 
well. Then in a year after that 
time. "Virginia Kelley overworked 
herself at the washtub one day, took 
brain fever and died, leaving Mar 
garet with her bright grand children. 

Seven years seems to have been the 
period that Margaret lived in the 
Levels. Then she came back and 
lived three years more on Powell 
Hill, on the Huntersville road. But 
in tnat time she had her plantation 
in order. She had a b k'i man by 
the name of Jerry. William Scott 
Kelley pulled out for the setting sun 
about the time she moved back. He 
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The most liiumm^uiui 

the loom- The clock; ai 

and all its equipment Is 
daughter Mrs. Hamilton, 
feather bed. 

Margaret lived twenty- rive 
a widow siod death and tria 
tribulations were her portiou 
she had a loorp, and according 
way it is referred to in.the 
was in running order at the 1 
her departure. It was in the 
that women of that d»y and 
wove and fastened securely a 
troubles and worries. Here i 
Senor Ovid had to say about w 
The piece prepart 
And order every slender threi 
care; 

The web enwraps the bt 
divides, 
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The web enwraps the beam, the reed | 
divides, 

While through the widening space 
the shuttle glides, 

Which their swift hands receive, then 
poised with lead 

The swinging weight strikes close 
the inserted thread. 

Ovid wrote that before the birth 
of Christ, but he describes the loom 
that our mothers used a few short 
years ago. But Margaret also be¬ 
longed to the day when they spun the 
wool and flax into the yarn that was 
used for the loom. 

Three yards of fine woolen or linen 
cloth was considered a fair days work 
for woman, or ten yards of carpet 
For three yards.of fine cloth the 
shuttle was thrown three thousand 
times, the treadle pressed three 
thousand times, the batten swung 
three thousand times. 

It was very soothing to the nerves 
and the magnificent women of Amer¬ 
ica are the fruit of the loom. They 
2>me from ancastry to whom weaving 
was as soothing to the nerves as 
bone) to the bee. We may have to 
get back to some good healthful rec 
reation like that. 
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For three yards of fine cloth the! 
shuttle was thrown three thousand ! ? 
times, the treadle p:essed three! - 
thousand times, the batten swung! 
three thousand times. j 

It was very soothing to the nerves! 
and the magnificent women o' Amer¬ 
ica are the fruit of the loom. They I 
jome from ancestry to whom weaving 
vas as soothing to the nerves as 
lonej to the bee. We may have to 
let back to some good healthful rec 
reation like that. 

This is a section devoted to the I 
memory of a gcoi woman who had 
very little fun but who carried on to 
the end 


Notice of Sale of School 

Property 

Notice is hereby given that the 
Hoard of Education of Ed ray Pis 
trlct, Pocahontas county, West Vir¬ 
ginia, pursuant to an order made and 
entered on the 20th day of January, 



V*>rovE«t> 4 ;. Luit. harper} 


_ ih.b Ccu*:tj , ».tti. Vir 0 ir.:. 


... : i.ouritair.ii imit i ivt mi*-. »u»t 

,; frc-tt frcr r-hicl plicv ft Cor.t.r.' cs to flov. *lo 


ret Tier* it e-rtiir irtc the 


■ v.r.V-i er river, t-+ : t rl 1 c ton, 


. tr f -v files fre»- Frost. L-.st For!' r f *'• -r* ' ••'= : <- • 

, trf; . r . v ic h cr es Fort!, out of the rugged mountain side near Faddy* Znob, .*• I et • v:t ^ 
el ev. r ion -of 4450 feet. 

Coe cf. the principal tributaries cf |tnat.-ps -roe-, of tr e 1 inthr.Ua neighborhood 
carries with it the raters of Cochrans Creel:. At hunterevillt iinftjts Orotic 
- : two other streets, Browr-S Creek frer one side and Our. ir.-c wreu iror the 


A:cj t:- e valley ere numerous limestone springs, the *.ers cf 4r « r - *» 

• ' 

bold spriri^ushing cut froh under a hill near .the fine hor.c -f £. Oibscn. r :rt cr 

.. the vrey we find 'the' icreur. ctilfcc £.411 *un liter i. - cure's re~ 

Y TB- ' ' 

tcives v.t cr- xrca a number of fsp rings v/itliid a hall mile. -ty.t is t..-e --flv A - ; * 1 • 

*. iaver's flowing through his farm-where fine cattlr yrrzc. Fro ere \t , o 


*u V.. Rrchrrn's ;:.\>re t-ere 


onot v cr stream cf about ecu 


It ir also t r-rgr.ificert, never feilir.g street. 

I * ft but nc least is ti e f&rous i.inneJ.L: r crrir.f ... tl t *. ;;.t property. * e 


- : s ir ..o' *. i.. : ■ t «. _ior 1 hoe. It has be 

tc various ptrts of the country. 

ill; . ■ _ 

T ' r r 'c sre very rrodvetive lands end rre sncel" 1 eat for fruit snfi grazing. acre 

' r.e ’.ire heavily timbered but now only s-ill tracts ren#in uncut. 

e creto from r. ich our good community ts.kes its rare wr: srawr. as Ivings 
fc6 i t'a t:~3i ©it lr:*d raters rut was soon clanged wo l.vr-s Iroek ir c.-wr 
’ r " e More :f Knapp who care into the Valle, from Virgo:.-» J^icr to 1 4. . 





:rc , 5 Indie* Tens me to cider people that severe! Xnn.rr.s 


-ere. It '=rr been wH that * fev relics v e re found iu later yer.rs 

errrvetiens vere ratio. 

•lers. Mohr el Dougher tv, a native of Ireland, settles in our vt-lie. 
.... C lives stout the year 1770. He v.-es one of the first to 
__ - wrec > he r :cn» >he sa-e year Moses Moore of Virginia came to 

seV f It is i:.ter £i -.ir. r -to- note that he bought the land extending from J. L. 

0 . tf. Sever's for the"consideration 'of two steel bear traps and two 
£-!:*> sterling. One”of the traps, is in tie possession of I. B. Moore at 
in-. The original csMa of . oses Moore t,ts built on It-"- 1 nov; ov ~ ;ed ^ 

- , ‘ I *. 

> re . us fend ci nuntia* ana v.oulu fre^tly spend several uays in the 
. u.^tr Greenbrier seerc.ing for ^e. vac Sunday wr ; .i.. 0 v.nile siui: x 

, 

ned H- to r* rcV V ’ •> : c v:it> the- hut through Hs ounniaEness he ;l»nef.cd 
•• r' 1 " ”- * r -ft is ncr Pcc» : or.tr f Countv. 

ir believed the t the pioneer, Felix drives and. his *ife selected c site fc- 

te ..rece< • 


... . er role, i > 




. ic.or. TF, 2 E inclusiv 






. . » rf .. f er t«Ni pjpn««*r® to clear the freest *.-* ' ' . «.r -tr-ea 

• ’ ' • ■ 

er. . 

T i ;. L liae< s.vfir maple,'end other trees if Isrge *t*«-«* ' 

cnr.ed near by ti e house to -rrtecc them. 

• r . ?ion« 

, nd other governors of 7 ir E iaie between the yeerr of 1S0C end 1E2B. Sow of ther rat* 
difficult trips to Richmond in order thet the title of the lend rl ere they settled -.ir* 


.-.o grants shov.’’that o.k 


cres m v-e *11 eghasy mount. ins which extedd over to heck; tree*. *: t eum jeio icr it 
only sixty-sVjyen yerrs a -r (1^0) we f . 1*0.00. Since t«-r t tire it has V- r< 
resold line millions of feet of valuable timber Yta been cut cn it. 

Itskingjof e Rifle - At one time a nan by the nene of Rriolt livei.in tslst lo hr-* 

' • 

b famous gun in its day. lie are told that one of these guns ay be-seen at the 
. rcfhor.tas Times office. There maybe some other hollows along the jiountoia that re¬ 
ceived :itrcs from rren who were not permanent settlers. 

Timber and cav.- rills. A fine let cf vv.it t • ::.c tv ter stood along the foot of 
the Allegheny. Koarly el 1 the good trees f. t t „troy«dfc»- 

cf.yce tho settlers n».-t.ded improved '■ • —< ‘ tir tr. A nurber 


vurtaia txsner r.ae 


teen going on the jrarhet s.r.oe 1 


' 

^ret»: avo the -reenuritr h.ver av^e.-.rt* w: ere *+* 


a».iti^r, ’ r : tin j. ■ .it t e - -r 







. I. . 

it ha* beva out rapiuly, perhaps »» s-uch vne hundred ads lU V t- '• ■ • 

:tu Uic n ffcfct have Lecn -token Ir or. fcnapp* ureth ans ^outharas ures_ *..a 

■..•• cts i-rt' Still . 

.• first rrv r&ls to < 1 r,T tH» section -ore t v e up on* darn rille run by r»»tr 
■■ ft -re rip’-tly informed, there-were three c*f thosej one o-rno A and 
sore’s at a r c . .-site : oc-re School house, ouo was cu the 

i ckridge farr, where Dowthards oreek unites -with Knapps Creek, and tho third Bill * ■£ 
v ; ;]t by Eenry Harper and operated by hir nnd his son Samuel, for t number of ycr.rt. 

; • • ill continued sawing until about 11.-C tr.d was tlx la;.t ..dll of its «cir. to 

• . community. Sometimes during the eighties ?. 1 . Harper 
1 “her n tlir -.511 to build his house where : rs. H. A. Pritchard r.ov 1 

T: t first circular saw rill in this neighborhood was brought here : ro$ A . :*» 
county* Virginia, for Vise Herold and I. B, 1 core. Ixny people visitec *.r :.t : .1 

to observe its working. 

urisrtsj 11. The first ..ill to & rina ^rnin wet ti.o one e« na u, —ci.sei 
vu *. rty on tut will nun v.,.ere he stir lea. liter li^.t.xr, v. o ..vs a well n-.ov:. 
c.risen bore i:. lobe, had s r.ill on the run at D. ft. Dever’s. Jett; War; , » ; - -r 

of Frost, had * mill errs true ted olose where A. A. Sharp new resides, auo-hslJ r 1c 
fror t v e villape. 

i r .r • harper also had r grist will which ground wheat, corn and buckwheat. It 
wee located on the farr.. owned by Harmon Shinoberry. in connection witi. the grist rdll 

r. Harper had a sav; mill which has already been mentioned, s tan-yard, and one of the 

tl: fa6hicnfed-tiithwamer blacksmith shops. The tilth: • -r v.r run by v. a ter-power. T:.t 

for grinding grain crushed the kernels between two large revolving stones which 

. • 

••• V : the iatyrs break Community but brave non vho ha-e lived hero were in service. 
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rcshlij 


'.torsville. 

- 

: t 1:. IMS. Wi, Sever tke f-jret rewtef. Ja ooav«- s ;o t - „ith tv* 

' .... - ...... ... ...... 

... ... .... U2<, she SB.-S she sues see roaster ,«* the sssa arl^isstM, hut tie 


frtv : t z:ou is t«as zt.t 


rr.st was t.i.ve.. ^o the. oi'i'ic* 


i account ol t;.c high 


Sarly store eepers v.tre Frances Dever, Stuart >‘>arie, Ssruel Gibson, and J. z. 

**> rnr>. . 

Before "Uncle Ssir" favored the people *ri*h.e rural free delivery route there 
* VRS *■ P ost office on Knapps Creel: near the i.t. Carmel anti T.estmiaater -hurches 
j:—<V 3 is oi.nset. Someone suggested this name because there v.ss an cfs'ice directly 
eest cf here in hatch County, Virginia, by the name of Sunrise. », en 
• ; £ fir st cr.pr ied to the early established offices itv.es only brought on Booneeday 
and Saturdeypv One of t!,e early‘mail routes vms from Huntersville to hill -up in 


• 

DanS ® 3 Be one when he went to Kentucky tncy had t ■- 

• ’ - • • r I iron . .. • r 

-. et. .ul.tj cane across W —Hey: my mountain* ;ust oji-osite tnt old narper ..ill, 
»e i-ou from the old land grafts r-:e by governors.of Virginia', where corners were 
cr'itd frr on “this road rhicV r»« rs Knarfs Spar, or the Spur Aoad* Ij is 

«it. ri>*3 it bent use it v«s t r ror J t-c-c-Ted tv- !>. i>rr.f v - rill *.!*•*** 
be ’ r: ' r, ‘ J the valley the t hr.s be on jiar.ee for rim. 

■ ::r tl; * rt * d ^ 'aw ‘‘Oly « jrathvr; a l•. r little traveled is thi* age of 
•••.Heit that:* evidence of hiding tee . dug or grade* in a few plates where if, 
r--ch e^de of tie mountain. >or years t: c people of Sack Cl 









oc there 


re c-= by rr.x colored 
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’ r-**' ** *• 0»n*y - gourty — Oh. 4 B eetles e» - 5 

^ Mftorj: o£ V arlirtan 

* *" * T »i 0*n«r*l Andrew Lewlo and Captain Jo hr. Stuart came to Karlin* Bottom and found 
Jaoob Karlin and Stephan Salvall living hero without fnmlllea. Karlin and Selvell ware 
or th* nanlal Poona typo who did not bother to taka title to the land upon which they 
lived. So Lowia had the Tirol go at aurvoying the land at thia place and claiming it a* 
hla own grant. Thia aurvey waa roapoctod and the oottlere who came in aettled up Price 
Run or Stony Croak. Put it ia on the Lewie aurvoy that moat of the town of Uarlinton ie 
built, on thooldeat and boat title in Wost Virginia. The etuop of the old corner oak 
marked by Lewi* la atill etanding. Thia ie the oldest lard mark east of the Uiaaiaaippi 
River. 

Be it known that under the Albany treaty of 1722, white people bed no right to sur¬ 
vey on the western wntere—that ia Wiaeiasippi drainage—in 1751. 

However, Lewie and othore had ti plan to colonire the Graonbriee Valley Under the 
nna* of the Creonbrier Company, and thie company fooled the King and Council into believ¬ 
ing the Creonbrier flowed into the Games River. Under thie pretenee, a charter was giv¬ 
en to take up for settlement a hundred thoueand. acroe of lend in the Greenbrier country. 

Now the queetion naturally ariaee why did not Androw Lewie go further and include in 
hie survey the fine bottom lands of the Fair Ground and adjoining fame. It ie believed 
that Jacob Marlin laid claim to that part of the bottom for hie own. The only baeie for 
thie belief ie that twenty-five years later Lawrence Drinnon had hie fort on the present 
Fair Ground. and hie wife wae Sallie, a daughter of Jacob Marlin. 

Ae soon as Lewie and othera began to aurvey out land on the Greenbrier River, the 
Indian, through th. Long House ofthe Six Nations began to send word to London about th. 
violation of th. treaty of 1722. Order, of the King and Council did not keep th. Scotch¬ 
ing back, they merely left their surveying tool, at home. W, know that Jacob Farwick*. 

. Eliiabeth Dunlap Sitlington, wae living at farlinton in 1765. They wrote a letter 
•oik in Ireland. The letter was from Greenbrier. The king got suspicion of 
the deecription of th. land that lay north and west of Couture River. According to 

Id hav» been limited te the Alleghwn#y y^untaine for ite western boundary 
mMXlm * •• U1#r * wh0 »*<* co “ in here had etirr.d up trouble with the Indians 
- —i.d the French and Indian Far. After they had. killed Braddock. th. Indian. 





V 




• GtiiiS- 




-is- ^ 


. / 

/ Pago 2 

Vsrlins Bottom *nd killed ud captured 18 persona. *, w Auguat „ ^ 

J M ™ 10 * klnd ° f r ° rt “»*- — Greenbrier lust Wo„ Md j Ur 

g BrtJdock'o defeet, but he had taken some Indian priaonere attM« , 

i at t his place and marched them 

J to Tort Dinwiddle on the eastern side of the Allegheney. 

f “ r ""■ VirS ‘" i " “ b '”“ - *■*»—* -fi. - o.n.d w- 

..ir th. «—1« - w u. d..„. n_ Soww „ 

; ltiosth,t "' is had " ds c “" o,iti “ ■ ith “• — 1 « *, t h . p„ yi „ e of t „ ; hlll . 

inss, he was given a grant or deed for 480 acrea of land „♦ ♦ „ 

8 0f land at the mouth of ffelngs(knob) 
Creek by virtu, of a survey made Oct. 11, 1751 d d 

• T “ la deed wa8 gi^en June 2, 1780. The 
Revolution had been about won by that t-im« -m. 

y at tiffl0 - 1716 £8neral8 d *W 1- proving up his land 

ZZ C “ “ ™ d f ° r * “• W « th t„. efm „ of tlM 

*' “ “ “ b «" «*«-« »• ■ i—r * ln c „ ed „. . 

** * *^ 1B “ Bb “» *° *• « «. w. Jota M . ilu tho 8 ‘" 

r* th * iE ” d to *- ° f ~ -»■ —* —. zz z: 

turn sold it to Jacob Warwick and t 

“ d WarWlck 81 S»* d the title bond to William Po „ r 
8 marriage portion. Poage was a Maior i + v, g “ 

& a Kajor in the war of 181? u* 

“■ b,rs bf “• cou „ ty , Md „ 9 : f tb< cb ~“ r 
“* 4 1827 the land t. t.o „i. chll , H * 

Ja.~es i. mcj) . °™“’ W00d * P “ e * “ d dargarot P<«E. 

- JT'-• - -—........... 

J M . S ^ iee >old tto Wo 8,211 "' r '* S ” “1 lirliM Brttc. 

bsif rf u *" ^ ^ZZZZZZ'ZZZ L ' orr, “' rt ° iD tura " ld 

»f th. , irginie Boon toraa *“ >” 1891 - th. l„t 

»‘llt«. H. Bccllotie, j y * “ U ' f0U ” i "8 P.r..„„ 

*• -».«- a - u - s - bi - --— 
Thoee were all farms. Thera • 

t " B - Buck *y «nd Edray w cre J” D0 C0mi:i6rClal activi *iea whatever. Hunt.raville wa. 
y were the nearest store. 

Pr “"’ 1,,e B1 “* *«» by Andr,. Pric . 

Promt —Poeahont., Ttm,. p>c . M> 193( 







In Dsccirber of 1890 anepoxh milking snow fell, making it the winter of the big 


rrhilo it lay on tho ground to the depth of three feet i 


Colonel John T. VcGra* of 


Grafton made a visit to this county and purchased the farms known 
a town site. The name of the postoffice had been changed in 1B87 from Marline Bott 
to Marlinton. Mrs. Janie B. Skyles, a Maryland lady, was instrumental in bringing about 
the change. She objected to the'word Bottom as not being a nice word. The old timess 
were horrified when they found thename had been changed, .-ut the harm had been done and 
all appeal to congress failed to undo the harm. Mr. Skyles soon afterwards moved away 
but siie left us christened with a new name. 

The purchase of the town site by Colonel McGraw was the first intimation that the 
people had of the proposedrrailway developments. The plan waa that the Camden System of 
railroads was to extend up Williams River,ucross the divide at the head of Stony Creek 
and to Marlinton. It was a part of the plan that the Chesapeake and Ohio would build 
an extension from Hot Springs to l? B rlinton to connect with the Camden. The railroad wae 
not built at that time because of a money panic which came to the county. Colonel Uc- 
Graw, who had invested largely in lands elsewhere in the county, neger ceased to try to 
interest capitalists in this county and develop it w th a railroad. His attention was 
called to the natural route for a railroad up Greenbrier River. Ho had a survey made from 
Marlinton to Roncevert at a cost of $10,OCX), and it was on this location that the rail¬ 
road was afterwards begun in 1899 and finished in 1901. 


The town of Uarlint 


i laid off in town lots in 1891, and widely advertised as a 


placB where a town could be built. The Pocahontas Development Company was chartered and 
took a deed for 640 acres on which the town was to be built. They put valuable improve¬ 
ment on it. An offer of $5,000 to be applied on a new courthouse was made, if the peo¬ 
ple of the county would change the county seat from Huntersville to Uarlinton. The elect¬ 
ion held in the fall of 1891 gave the county seat to Marlinton. At that time Uarlinton 
had a population of about 100 people. 

Marlinton began to improve as soon as the railroad wes completed. It was incorporated, 
ett he April Term of Ccurt, 1900, and held its first election on Way 5, 1900. 


History of Pocahontas--Price-- 








A HISTORY OF 


marvin chapel 


AMD COMMUNITY 


MILL POINT, WEST VIRGINIA 


1953-54 


r 3tarto<1 * >*«> ««> 

- i -’* 1 Church. Dae to requests for copies of 


. Ihis 

fifth anniversary < 

history it was decide d“t 0 ~<[dd 'more Si DU ! t ° 1 f fcqu ' 3 f' s ior cc r^s of 
persons desiring them. matenal and make copies available for 


30venty- 

this 

those 


HarvinGnapel Church t"* 17 ’ th * actual cost of this work is to be given to the 

The sketches of the church were made by Wallace Gun. 

The committee vdshes to thank each person who helped in this work in any way 


The history committee: 

F. Wilmer Ruckman, chairman 
Mrs, Boyd Dilley 
C. P. Pritchard 
Joe Kroner 




ARVin CHAPEL and coueunity 


T.ie first vihitc jnan that s« » 

taown to have lived in what is now the Uarvin 
Chapel neighborhood was Stephen s««.n 

1. He lived in a cave near the site of the 
church about the winter of 1750-si . ., L 

» while hunting and trapping in the area. Howe\ 

no permanent settlers were 

in the Little Levels until near or slightly be¬ 
fore 1770. One of the best know* _ 

n incidents of the early days after settlers came 
was the killing of the two younr nen i„u* , , 

e men, John and James Bridger, by Indians in the last 
Indian raid in what is now r-oc a h™+,„ o . 

.ontas County. This occurred not far distant from 
the site of the church, and is * , 

hought to have ueen about 1784, although 1778 is 

somctir.es given as the date. 

Uarvin Chapel Church was built in 187 P hut . 

111 i87E > but church movement and organization 

evidently began over a hundred 

y-aro ago. The earliest record found of such an 
organization is when the John H Ku-k^-m n 

’ Ku ' kE2n Class •■as reported ir. the cuarterly confer¬ 
ence in October of 1846. Ths* 

ea v/a3 then in the Huntersville Circuit, until the 

Little Levels Circuit was on?ani* P d 1ftc - 

gamzed in 18.*, according to the minutes of these 

quarterly conference.. 0 „e of the earlieat place of norehip probably th . 
lo 8 echoolhcuse, uhich nee buUt tefore the Civil War? and ie eeld to heve been 
befit by John H. Huctaan. This echodhouee »ae near th, Huctoan Cemetery, and 
the old road that once „ent dom through the »Flata« . The Hunter.*!!, Circuit 

“ 0h ™ ° remizei in mz ’ bonforenco in thia .id eehoolhoure 

December 20, 1851. This building was burned by the "Yankees" during tha Civil Vial 
"* people of this neighborhood also likely attended church cervices at Hillsboro 
during that period of time. 

Later, church services were also held in the first schoolhouse which was built 
the present school grounds. The one there now is uhe third building on these 
grounds. As the first schoolhouse on these grounds was built about 1869 it was 
Uk817 U * 8d ab0ut 0106 3*“* for services. Rev. C. A. Joyce was apparently 

# f irst minister to preach in the schoolhouse. He was foUo.*d by Rev. kr. Bald- 
* The War Between the States - if you prefer. 





is remembered as the one who prayed for rain one clear Sunday morning dur- 
^ a drouth, and before the service was over the rain -.as pouring down. Rev. J. R. 
v#n Hom ^ thQ °P rin P of 1875 and was here when the church was built in 1878. 

Before the Civil War, the site of the church was selected by John H. Ruckman, 

owned the land before he moved away during the war. The idea of building a 
^urch was dispensed with during the war, but later the same acre of land was deeded 
t0 the M. Church South by Jacob F. Cackley and Mary his wife, February 17, 1877- 
(D eed Book No. 12, page 257). 

It appears that the building of the church did not begin before 1878, other than 
sawing down some trees, or getting lumber. The foundation of the church a .'as laid by 
jir. George Overholt, apparently during June of 1S7S. The actual building of the 
church was done by, or under the direction of, Mr. Clark Wooddell. The ouilding was 
Bade thirty by forty feet. The seats are made of black walnut and pine. The Bible 
stand and altar are made of black walnut. 

Some of the people of the neighborhood v/ere members of the Presbyterian Church. 
As these people v/ere interested, and helped in the building of the church, it was 
agreed that they should have the privilege of having one service in it each month. 

The people of the community helped build the church in many ways, such as by 
giving money, helping v/ith the actual building, or giving things that night be sold 
or used gs direct payment to the workmen or for materials. Mr. Joseph Smith was the 
secretary-treasurer for the building of the church, and his record oook is now owned 
by his grandson, Joe Kramer. This record book is most interesting, and shows what 
each person gave and its value in 1878. A few things taken from this record are as 
follows: an average man's v/ork was valued at from $0.75 to $1.00 a day, although 
the stone mason, Mr. Overholt, was pad $2.00; plank lumber cost $10.00 a thousand 
f *t; 10,000 shingles were made for $ 30 . 00 ; some of the things most frequently 
Ef y en nere: com @ 60$ a bushel, wheat @ $1.00 a bushel; bacon @ 10$ a pound, also 
#e *ral sheep skins, and many other things v/ere given. 

A strange incident occurred about this time, and is thought by most people to 
h4va taken place during the building of the church. Two workmen, Ur. Bara Gladwell 

- 2 - 




^ d lir. William Griffin wore sharing a oed at the home of Mr. Smith. One night dir- 
M an el« ctric atorm » e ^lt of lightning killed Ur. Griffin and left Ur. Gladwell 

^arn^d- 

The church v;as completed late in 1878, and was dedicated November 24 of the 
jjm e year. "Marvin Chapel" was the name selected for it, and it is thought to have 
^en named for a Bishop Marvin. The dedicatory sermon was preached by Rev. J. R. Van 
Horn, a circuit rider who served this section at that time. His text was taken from 
pjalmfl-IV (UU ), verses 1, 2, and 3- Rev. A. P. Boude, who may have been a presiding 
elder, was to have preached the sermon, but a flood prevented his getting here for 
tba occasion. It is said that he came the following spring and preached in the 
church — probably the sermon that had been intended for the dedication. 

CHAHG23 AND ADDITIONS 10 THE CHURCH: 

The bell tower was added to the church in 1910, and a dedication service for it 
was held in November of that year. A Rev. Ur. Cackley of Uarlinton preached on this 
occasion. 

Originally, there were two doors at the end of the church near each corner, and 
the aisles were along each side at the windows. It vjas the custom for the men to 
git on the side toward Stephen Hole Run, and the women on the side toward the school- 
house. The two sides were separated by a low partition in the center, which a^o 
served as one end for the seats. These things, of course, were changed when the 
bell tower was built. 

The present chimneys were built at the time the tower was added. Formerly, 
there w aS only one chimney. It was built on the inside and stood where the inside 
doors are now located. The two stoves were placed about as they are now, and the 
Pipes extended along under the ceiling to the chimney. 

The first organ, a reed organ, was purchased for the church in 1896, and it is 
a *id that it was used the first time for a service on the first Sunday of November 
ot that year. The Estey reed organ, which is still in the church, was gotten a few 
***** later, although it does not seem to be known just when it was bought, there is 
* ‘‘•te stamped inside this organ :/hich is November 1908. Before the church was 




, e organ was placed between the altar rail and the end of the 
petition between tho seats, and the or^niet faced the pulpit. The choir was near- 
V * ** fX, ° nt F0W ° f 3CatS * 1910 the choir has usually, if not always, 

*•" l0Cated *“ ab ° Ut th<5 Same ^ rt ^e church v«hich is still used for that 
purpose* T P > mac * e hy the Price and Teepla Co., was bought for the church by 
the Ladies Aid Society about 1940. 

The platform which is now in the church was put there in 1931* The old platform, 
or pulpit, did not extend across the entire width of the church, and the choir and 
organ were on the same floor level with the congregation. The original style was 
that of a large somewhat rounded platform with the altar rail near the outer edge. 
Another but smaller platform stood on, and at the back of the larger one, and the 
Bible stand was on this smaller platform. The minister entered at either back 
corner. 

A new floor was laid in the church in November of 1953. 

■THE FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY: 

The Fiftieth Anniversary of Marvin Chapel was celebrated November 11, 1928. 

The speaker for the morning service v/as Mr. John Sydenstricker, of Marlinton, who is 
a son of Dr. David Sydenstricker, the first Presbyterian minister to serve in the 
church. Mr. Sydenstricker 1 s topic v/as "The Salt of the Earth". At noon a picnic 
lunch wgs eaten in the grove. In the afternoon there v/as a song service, followed 
hy a sermon by Rev. S» R» Neel, a former pastor of the church who was then serving 
the Methodist Church in Marlinton. His text was "What hath God wrought!", taken 
from Numbers 23 and the 23rd verse. The guest singers for the afternoon were the 
members of the-ladies' quartet from the Presbyterian Church at Marlinton. There 
»ere about sixteen (16) people present who had been at the dedication in 1878, 


ORGANIZATIONS OF THE CHURCH: 

1 ‘ There has, apparently, always been an active Sunday School at Marvin Chapel, 
though it did not always meet during the winter months during the earlier years. 




b * V8 *** fifteen persons i.ho have nerved as superintendents of the 

j&Mf S cb ° 0 ^' 80 ar can be found in available recorus or remembered. One of 
i#or® recent ones who served for numy y ew .j^ y/as L.ra. \l. A. Arbogast. She was 
j!J ccee< ied by Mr * E * S * Nev ®um, v/ho is the superintendent at the present time. 

There is some record of a Missionary Society here. These records show that 
GriJse 8 was elected president of this society in 1887, and J. S. Smith was 
jlected president in 1889. 

y t There was a very active Epworth League in the church about the turn of the cen¬ 
tury. I" 1898 Lt had iift y~five (55) members, and fifteen (15) Junior League members, 
jhis was again organized about the 1930's when there were many young people in the 
neighborhood, and continued for a few years. In 1918 the young people organized in 
the Methodist Youth Fellowship, but are not having meetings at the present time. 

The Ladies Aid Society was organized April 10, 1926, apparently with seventeen 
aenbers, and has been active ever since that time. This organization has been in¬ 
strumental in getting, or leading the way to, many needed improvements or additions 
to the church. Mrs. Fred il. Ruckman was the first president of this organization, 
and served continuously for about twenty-seven years. She v/as succeeded by Mrs. Joe 
Kramer, who is the president at this time. 

5. Marvin Chapel was well known a few years ago for its song services, which were 
held each third Sunday afternoon, for about 12 years, after being organized in 1928. 
During most of this time, Ur, Fred YJ. Ruckman was chairman of the organization, and 

Mr. A. U. Smith was song leader. 

1. The Woman's Society of Christian Service vise organized here August 6, 1952. Al¬ 
ready, this organization's influence can be noted. Mrs. E. S. Herron. is president. 

PffiST TRUSTEES j MINISTERS; SONS OF IHE CHURCH; ETC: 

The trustees for the church at the time the deed for the church lot «es mad. In 
“17 sere: Joseph S. Smith. Mm. H. Overholt, Grenville UeNeel, Henry N. McClure, 

X. Courtney, Isaac B. Smith, George Hill, Michael Scales, and Mm. Clendenen, Sr. 


- 5 - 




tK .rdln, to th. m«b„ w . nmo „ ^ ^ toun4 ^ ure reci>raa> ^4' 

- tpp .„ ntly ..out I% „„ u „ „ M;o c „ uch ^ ^ ^ of ^ ^ 

lS79> Thls lnt - ludcd fcU those who oca.* beiu.ura botwuen 1850 and about 1879. a 
^ of 1906 sho»s . larnheMm, of .lahtjr-w.., In Juns of 1953 them „.r. on. 


Hundred nineteen (119) members of Uarvin Chapel. 

Some of the ministers who served here before the church was built are as 
follows: Enoch G. Jamison, 18 5 0; J. s . 0ardner> u*. J# p . Etchi3on> 

A.A. P. N« el . ^ (the grandfather of Rev. S. R. Neel); P . S . E. Sixeas, 186 5 ; 

C . A. Joy«, 1869-1873 (spelled "Joice" in some records); » far. Baldwin; and J. R. 
i/an Horn came in 1875* The dates given merely indicate that a record was found of 
their being here at that time, but does not necessarily mean that is the only year 
they were on this circuit. 


Since the church was built there have been at least thirty-three (33) Methodist 
ministers, and four, or more, assistants, who have served here. During the same 
period of time there have been eight (8) Presbyterian ministers who preached regular¬ 
ly here. 

Pearls. Buck, the famous author, is a niece of Davids. Sydenstricker, D. D., 
the Presbyterian minister, and his brother Christopher sydenstricker, the Methodist 
[sinister. Both of these men served as pastors at Uarvin Chapel. 


The Uethodist Ministers who served in the church since it was built in 1878 
are as follows: (The dates are only approximate in some cases) 


J- R. Van Horn 

1875-1878 

V. W. YJheeler 

1878-1881 

S. Townsend 

1881-1884 

A. 0. Armstrong 

1884 

L * «. Graybill 

1885 

W. E. Uiller 

1886-1889 

C. Sydenstricker 

1890-1894 

A. C. Hamill 

1894-1896 

John H. Dills 

1896-1900 

"• J* Whitesell 

1900-1902 


Charles lynch 1902-1905 

C. F, UcClintic, 

assistant about here, 
kr. Roberts, 


assistant 

1904 

J. U. York 

1905-1908 

L. B. Atkins 

1908-1911 

S» R. Neel 

1911-1913 

C. C. Lambert, 

assistant 

1911-1914 

A. L. Goods11, 

assistant 

1912 
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Ministers, con> 1 .M* d ) 

f . Lowance 1913-1915 

>• D* Ey® ,, 19 & 5191 C 

J, irving Hanna, *lar. l;iC-Sep.. j} : 

u . ucNeil Sept. 1916-Aor. l 91v 
jl >/. Bosenberger 1917-1919 

1919-1922 


J. W 

K. D 


Swecker 


A. F. Wagner 1922-1923 

0. Kipes 1923-1927 

A> Wilson Oct. 1927-Jan. 1928 


-• D. Kiruoofe j ; 

a. c. rugt 

HeLJntoller 

John H. Light 
A. D. Kesler 
L» S. Shires 

R. D. Marshall 
A. J. Schrader 
T. E. Painter 

Frank A. Johnson 


. 1923-Oct. 1928 
1928-1931 

1931- 1932 

1932- 1936 

1936- 1937 

1937- 1942 

1942-1947 

1947-1949 

1949-1951 

1951- 


WrVln Cha “ 1 hM besn ° n «th wsslsy Chapel, the Uethodist 

“ , “ rek at HiUsb ° ro - •*'■1* W16 and 1931. During that time the parsonage 

1 ' Velt0 " ChareS at Seebert ~ The first minister to live in the parsonage et 
Seebert apparently was Rev. if. 1. Hanna, and the last one was Her. John H. tight, who 
u«d there before moving to Hillsboro then the two oharcee were reunited in 1931. 


The ministers of the Oak Grove Presbyterian Church of Hillsboro who preached at 
Uarvin Chapel are as follows: 


Davids. Sydenstricker, D. D. 
Jacob C. Johnson 

1878-1905 

1905-1928 


Meade R. Atkinson 

Marlin B. Curry 

1929-1932 

1932-1936 


Joseph E. Knight 

John K. Fleming 

1936-1940 

1940-1948 

(How in Louisville, hy.) 
(Nov; in Greenville, W. Va.) 

Drury L. Jones 

Roger B. Gardien 

1949-1952 

1952- 

(Now in Fhilippi, W- Va.) 


Those who went out from tiarvin Chapel as ministers were: 

!• Charles Ruckraan (1821-1872) should probably be considered a son of the 

early church organization here." He is known to have been preaching in 
Ohio about the time of the Civil l/ar. . 

2 ‘ T. Wellington Hogsett was a member 01 this church at the time he received 
a license as a local preacher about the yecr of 1900. 
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3. Lee V. liuckraan received his loo 1 m 8 * 

tho Baltimore c i0Cul - license in 1904, und \;as admitted into 

Virginia Conference^ 0 * 1911, He i3 now servine ^ the 

4.. Quade R. Arborest 

the Host Virpteu, r tted lnto the Irenes In 1937. He is in 
Chni. iw „ T orucrence, and is novf stationed on the PJ.chlar.ds 

Charge near Levdsburg. 

Ther Cen reviv als held in the church since it v/as built seventy 

five year ag Among the apparently more outstanding ones are these: in 1913, 
iciien Kev. U. F. Lowance was here, most oi' the men of the neighborhood were convert-, 
and in 1919 Rev. Wm* VJaters conducted a great revival here. Others, of course, 
could be mentioned. 


It might be of interest to note that the church caught afire in January of 
1889. oome damage v/as done and no services were held for at least one Sunday, at 
that time. In 1901 the church was closed for five weeks before Christmas on ac¬ 
count of smallpox. 


It has generally been the c.ustom for the Methodist minister to preach twice 
each month, and the Presbyterian minister to preach once each month. At the preser 
time the Methodist minister, Rev. Frank A. Johnson, preaches each second Sunday 
morning and each fourth Sunday afternoon. The Presbyterian minister, Rev. Roger B. 
Gcrdien, preaches each first Sunday afternoon. Sunday School is held each Sunday, 
a-io. prayer meeting is each Thursday evening. 

Marvin Chapel is situated in a large o a k grove, on U. S. Route 219 near iJ.ll 
Point, West Virginia. It has been the religious center for the surrounding area 
for seventy-five years. Through the years the church has been the scene of many 
Joyful and sad occasions. No written record can fathom the individual experiences 
the minds and hearts of those who have lived under its influence. On the other 
band, many of the experiences and memories are shared by each of us. Therefore, a 
bistory of the church is not just something written on paper, but is something that 






MARVIN CHAPEL CHURCH 
as it looked 

when built in 1878 until about 1910 






















“ ARVIN CHAPE! U ’ 

" " AND COUUUNITY 

HART IX 

XNDIA-'S, EARLY SETTLERS, ETC: 

»«re is plenty of oviOenc. thst 

arrowheads have been found and 08 ° nCC freouentcd this area - Many 

IM Plt-Ute derisions J tk “ “ CtiCn *“ 5 3curce ot tUnt for th '”' 

h k o' lira tie, ShOSH ” he ” **• «■» - <«—d. a, 

ba ck cu las. T. L. Board's Hone , 

Stamping Creek road near John & ° *° ^ ^ *** UP ** ° ld 

rwt d abuut tile U„ 3 t„ ne e 5 bm ‘ S °” * ^ — — - 

be that ti aVeS and CU£tS ^ ^ hGad ° f St£phon llole It 

nay he that the Hound Rn-nHw,~ 

S ° nCe 1±Ved here * An Indian mound is on the hill and 
in the field on the C F r>„_ <. 

farm, but can barely be found nov, since it has been 

Pl0 “ d "" ^ USt feW *—• ** —3, Ot W, SUppOS^ bad „0 

pemanent bo^s in this area , but Med it „ huntin£ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

duropf ono period of ti., lived north of ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

n possessing and using this part of what i s now West Virginia as hunting grounds, 
nirefore, these were the Indians who made swst of the trouble for the early 
tiite settlers here. 


The first roads through here are thought to have followed, or partly followed, 
the Indian trails. These, in turn, likely followed the buffalo trails — yes, it 
is said that buffaloes were once in this area. Some people think that an Indian 
tra_l, or branch of a trail, crre through the Bridger Gap and around the mountain 
Past the old A. E. Boblett home, continuing around ths natural "benches" of the 
Gillilan fountain, on around the mountains and through the Cranberry region. 

seems to be a little controversy as to whether a trail went along the tops 
°f these mountains end through the High Rocks. 


Knapp Gregory explored and spent some time about Knapp3 Creek, and his report 
8one people in the lower Valley of Virginia caused Jacob Carlin and Stephen 
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to explore this 

s end i oc * i -j 

these two men could oot pet , Ucrlinton r ‘°-' ia oituated. 

Tn Ret n lonj, due to 

-Me to the cave near the 8 ° 1VS relipious di^greement, ao Sevrell 

c 8 °urce of ste^h 

( 7*52j 105-106)# Only tv/o ne n i n t " * ^ ^ M ^ **" ***" called * 

jujybe we do pretty well after alU ^ COUnty and they COUld not GCt tlon « — 

S m»U «« «>• first whita „ to ‘ “ hSS ° 1 ” ad5r *■* Stephen 

a. u knotn. Ihi, wa3 about ^ ° haPel “i^rhood, ao far 

we v/inter of 17sn o* , 

fn . _ U 4 + _ . .. , 00-51. Stephens Cave apparently 

joes for quite a distance under th« . *.u 

of stenhen Hi ar , and must have once been the subterranean 

•curce of Stephen Hole Run . 

». Soma p ar t s of it a „ quita snaU> 

tits large and rocra-like. stenh.r, c ,, 

Phen Sawn „e„t on into .Hut ia now Orienori., Co,my 
Hi was supposedly killed by Indian* thn M . 

* (Since Marlinton was named for Jacob 

Jttrlin, it seems rather strange that th. - 

tmge that the name is so often incorrectly pronounced 

with a "g" included). 


The first permanent mite settler in whet is now Pocahontas County was John 
UcNeel. who lived ebout mere Dick UcNeel nov, lives. He came there alone about 
1765 (7:136), but mould hardly he called a permanent settler until he married 
and broucht his wife there sometime near 1770. The Uclleel Cemetery wrs rtarted, 
according to tradition, vvhen John Let: eel's wife buried her first child there. Her 
husband was aw n y v/ith General Lewis in 1774, wiien the Battle of Point Pleasant 
was fought, so she alone had to dig the grave and buiy the child. 

No one seems to know who was the first permanent settler in the immediate 
Earvin Chapel neighborhood. John Svdnler and John Poage had Lnd surveys about 
Stephen Hole Run in 1774 (3:23), so it may be they were the first settlers here. 


* (7:52* 105-106) This indicates the source of information as it is list d at 
e ena of tljis history. Number 7 , the first number in the parentheses nr. ;rs 
Historic,' ] jl-ctchos of i ocohont as County, U. Va. by .jilliun T. Price, it •-* 
"‘formation from this 000 k immediately precedes the not..Lion, and is on ' .•**■= 

(Luck of this history is a summary or many source materials, end no 
- c ©pt in ocing made to show tlici.i in many cases.). 
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,,,. p «pl.h.r. B ». tlonotM(iKt<>iisw «- 

(jen. Pocahontas County vm s not r mCh ’ if an > rthi «e, about these two 

state was, until ljfj ^ ^ 1821 * v,hea che3e surveys were made 

til. «»t a.ttlcrs f„ t J 7 ^ ,ir61nia - Th °"“ have bean 

„ the «,j" 1 " Chapci n * ieW ~ -—■ 

, Buc^i ~u*,b pan * ^ ^7 ^ ~ - — — 

U - - « ^ ^ *" - - — - “*• - 

Seen near c * E. Gum 1 s hoire. The Gillilan* 
family lived, at an early date, on what s u 

> on what is known as the GilUlan Mountain, and 

likeLv in the old house that 

s ood near the end of the "top meadow" on the 
Fred Ruckman farm. This hou« 5 * ** , 

f USe St00d *•" »» rocks my be seen near a snail 

sprW . A Kinnison family „„ ce Uve(i ^ Boyd ^ ^ ^ ^ 

:MT LLVed *" * house th »«- stood on the Hogsett fa™. 


Fort Day was located at Min Pnw / T + u , . ( seo P«18) 

at Mill Point. (It has also been called Fort Beckiey and 

Fort Price (3-26)). The exact spot is not knovm, but vras quite near nhere j. Lanty 

Weel's hoiae now stands. The "Bridgcr Boys" were going to this fort when killed, 

and supposedly scalped, by Indians in the vicinity of Bridger Gap on the Auldridge 


Mountain. Some Indians were hidden about where the gate is now located that enters 
the old field nearby. Two shots rang out and John fell, but Jim was not touched, 
and ran on through the gap. He was shot in the back by a pursuing Indian near the 
bottom of the mountain where there was a straight section in the path. They had 
kft a party of people who \ie re also going to the fort, in order to take the short 
cut across the mountain. Nathan, a colored nan, was with them, but escaped unhurt 
M he had stopped to fasten his moccasins. The others were at the Waddell place 
toen they heard the shooting. Shortly after the shooting they heard the tfioops of 
the Indians in the vicinity of the gap. These were answered about the GilUlan 
'kuntain, and later were heard about the head of Stamping Creek. This could 
todicate that a trail went through about the head of Stamping Creek. Nothing more 
*• »een or heard of them as they probably saw that the settlers were banding to- 
*GilUian - usually pionounced Gil-U-an 









Ar^“ ntS W#PG B 3 °n to b 
,, John Cochran had brought an old> 

,, s»* waS tak6n t0 Uhere •>** Bridger Uy] 
*d d0 vn from the gap. %e mark Qf ^ ^ 

lt9 d to deliver the fatal shot that kill* 

fled in one grave n... on ^ ^ 
jW3 just "*iere this grave is 1 0 < 
pay be in the field back of Me* 
ser graves are located on an o PI 
This Indian raid, which took 
ge one, and not more than tv/ent 
Bridger home was on Dry Creek 


place somewhere near 1784 
tf-three Indians were 
in the Buckeye neighborhood 
The people on the way to the fort stopped and 
*h ere Jf S * C0 ° k n0W Uves > to hu rry and go with them, 
hidden his hogs in a pen in the woods, 
y to not have any "hawg" meat. 

Bill Ewing, who lived about the McClintic farm, 
about a prized "bull-tongue" plow that he 


as apparently not a 
actually seen at that time. 

about John McNeill' e . 
urged Ur. Waddell, who lived abc,^*. 
He refused to go until he had 
He said that he would about as soon be dead 
Another incident of this same Indian raid was that r. 

left the fort to go back heme to see 
was afraid something would harm. He was 
looking at the plow when he heard the click of a rifle. He discovered tivo or three 
Indians in the nearby woods, and had been saved by the rifle's failing to fire. He 
pretended rot to see the Indians and gradually got out of their 3ight before startin; 
to run. He eluded their pursuit by leaving the trail as it crossed Rush Run. He 
iraded up the stream some distance and hid behind a tree, later returning to the fort 
by keeping away from the usual trails. (These two incidents were related by Dr. G. D 
McNeill*, who also supplied other information concerning the early history of the 
connunity). 

Along about this time Hugh McKeever was killed by Indians on Stamping Creek. 

It is said that he was scalped and left in a sitting position against a big log 
i* diat is known as the "Huey field" on the Sharp farm. This log was not far from 
the cemetery, and was on the rise back of and to the right of the bem. (This in- 


*Dr. G. D. McNeill is one of the two residents of Pocahor 
’ :iVe " the honorary degree of Doctor of La ws (LL-D.J- He rece. 
*■* Elkins College in 1951. The other is Dr. Calvin W. Price 
Vee from West Virginia University in 1942. 




, nits mentioned by q. n u j 

^ „ndis>. (U.. ^ ^ <Ut * iU ° f 11 b, E. H. 15 ' 

I BoJt® ASBUHY: 

Bishop Francis Asbury f± r ^ t b , 

**«•—^ «. L * “■ - 

. o He folWci the trail through konroe 

md roda - - »»u *. Creck It „ 

■* "* * " ‘ "* ~ - ** — ^ ls w _ d * L . 
„rfleel. Ke uien cune on to John licNeel • „ v, 

0 1 3 home » arriving there Tuesday, July 8, 

^ jn his journal of daily event,, w 

^ vents he wrote, "Reached li'Neal's, on the Little 

^ * W ““ ’*° le “**— — ***». with ^ x found £ „ cdon 
poUatt. XI, 28 30. Our brother Phoebus had to answer questions propounded to him 

**1 CVerUng ' n <4:33) U Mght be supposed that he preached in the White Pole 
«hi ch John McNeel built, at ui apparently unknown date, about the v\ ity 
i the UcNeel Cemetery. The next day Bishop Asbury continued his jourr-. * • i 
;l-j-ksburg, spending that night at Clover Lick. He must have passed thxov.j., on tha 
da road near the site of Marvin Chapel. 


IHb STORY OF THE BEAR: 

The story of the bear carrying off a small child is supposedly based on truth, 
ilthough it is seldom heard the same way twice. Some say it all happened about 
Little Mountain; or that the body of the child, with its head crushed, was recover- 
ed by clubbing the bear as it crossed the fence; and sometimes the name of the £aa- 
^is given as "Little" or some other name. Of all these various versions, one of 
^ core commonly heard ones Will bo given here. A family by the name of Kay lor 
"* ^-ving about the top of the Gillilan Mountain, and their house stood on the 
■taping creek side of the field where the Early Ruckraan bam now stands. The 
"*« being sick) the father took the child out in th. Held there he tee plortr^, 
‘“‘ft it on a stump or about the furrow. He later was horrified to see a bear 
the child. Th. alarm was screamed over the mountain side to th. 
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Iionr. ycwnc /non gave 

° r 1,80 to tho h „ w 

. i* ount ' l, i r > where only tv, ° r * ^°Howin/» it 

^ tho i oet ° C it OCroaa stampin 

a tiW has boon given by Mra child ware f OUnd , 

^ rs * A. E. Boblett o K iSOae of this old 

motion concerning the church ^ ~ con^ble 

^ j^HliAN C3iETERY: 

ft* Ruckman Cewtexy ia ^ ^ ^ 

» «•-*• #f chu ^» •*» ttc JTJT 8tart ' d john h - »'*•— 

K. ^ and it U said that J' d “ thlS vicln ity. He than omed 

, „ the opposite hill ta ^ ^ ^ j ' * r * w cou “ then b. seen fro* hi5 

it 1815 (7=162), it may be that the * 8 * ie * d> Aa h * came here 


—« now Jo L 1 m — 

,tout 1845 (7:162), it may be that th P S field * As he caa »c here 

lot certainly before the Civil War u '** St "' rted 3000 ^ter that date 

33 he ®° v ®d away about the + - 

Ruckman is not an ancestor of a „ „ ° f the War ‘ 

° f "W of the Ruckmans now Uih • 

,:though he was related somewhat to tv, hwnE 111 this area, 

e ones who remained here Tt 

K.ieel Cemetery was the burial ni n „o y * At appeers Ulct the 

pxace of most families k * 

m „as started, ^ >Xton «“ *«*« Cem- 

JIESE. A. GIBBS: 

u r ° r "" “• C °- inTOnt0r ° f * «“ 

T lule living about the mouth of Stamping Ceh. it see. thst at thst psr- 

. , ** h ' °" , ' ed n ° ** tnere “ d — *■«««• »t a home while working on his 

He apparently was successful with this machine and accumulated some 
“Ifcom it. It is said that he sold each sewing machine for sixty-five dollars. 

> e diet .his machine was invented sometime before the Civil War. (see p. 28) 

Q ®0 FOUGHT HI THE CIVIL WAR; (SEN. LEE; FIGHTING IN THIS AREA. 

II 3 , of those who fought in tho Civil liar was made some years ago by Uiss 
uclonan and j a Ruclanan. It apparently was written, for the most part 

Wtn. 

• wie more immediate neighborhood in mind. The rank held is not shorn for 

^ of {kg 

8e men, so this can not be given for the most part. Most, if not all, 

36 . 




.✓-•"‘ I *■*—*-«. Th0 

‘ C«pt. David B1 „, , iMtaan _ «” »• «. to «* « r ^ 

,***■ tu ”“ ,ttml ' ,o ' , ' ««*.. °itr ttui uich “ i a '* u,i ° u - 

S** M J “” ”• nu ‘ itas '-'. «Cut«t . a . ****** "-Ml. C«a>rau " 

5* —«. r,r * ^ - - x—«. 

„,, trim i Ulurla., Jt ,, C3 *.. *"’* or - , “ ta »• *■>«>»»> uh... 

U* **». 0. E. 0.,* SZT" ^ ““ “* 

^ f oj- tJds history). 6 V " n ConEider able other inform*- 

‘ ^r.,1 Robert E. Lee «» Urn** ^ ' 

^ a bout September of 1861. i(rs UiUi ’ overnight near kill 

*■ «* l ° M«. Ho docli„. d t7ort ^ ^ n0t ISr 

t M hi» eneoios Li this sectioo Ih ,„ “ ' “““ "° t ” *° 

^ * o* b-o. T hia was on ,J “ «-» 

*“*• “ "°" the J*" Wi«r r™ ct th. rirtt 

"' *■ r:: r “ nt up ° reek> “ - *• — ^ ^ 

fiar **** is a the left 3ide of this old road. 

was «. ii^tihE 00,000 the vau.y .bout Eill PoiBt . th. ^ * 
**r 5, 1863, th. d.E boron th. Battle or Droop .curtain. Th . 

„ retre: tlhE toward Droop bounty, ** th. ..Junto... ^ ^ 

* Ber CtMini ,i ™ <=«-* road and also th. regular road. It 1, 

"" U»t th. Confederates had also atoaged to delay th,» saswhat at sup, „.l. 
k. The people here at that time vere, of course, subjected to some looting by 
i»lokiers. This would be by, or mostly by, the Union soldier* as most of the 

wpl* here wrre on the opposite side. 

I 

Cenerrl Echols v:as in command of the Confederate forces, and General Averill 
>Jln command of the Union forces during the battle of Droop Mountain, it might 
^ that Bince the Confederates had the advantage of being on top of Droop Uoun- 
S *nd many of their men were familiar with this section, that Urey could have 
* totter stand that day. It is said that one of the captains did try to warn 
^rior officers. Anyway, General Averill pretended to atteck from another 




„d surprised tbe. hy _ 

" iS f0rCM » “«>0P Mounts mor / ” y " W “ C “*« »««***. ‘ 

> *- ^;r i ” - -^ 

„* solars, of this area, who Wre , t , ' Abcut aU that the Con- 

jX they ran that day. One ^ ^ ’ UU * C0Uld b ‘ ter br; * «*«xt was 

—u», „ .... .. ~~ “ - 

r- -—- ~ m——- 


- IDSCELUlffiDUS ITEMS NOT MENTIONED ELSE,MERE: 

Inc elevation of Mill Point is given as 2217 fw v 

given as 2217 feet above sea level (6:i»72) 

•**“ **' ““ mU ^ h “ ^ «— * PUc, vber, people „uld ^ „„, ea 

““ “ 1S ^ that «» «Ply Pettier, could get coo. ol «... 

<» ” W £0rt there - 1,0 0ne s ' ems to too" this fort he, been taoen by thr.. 

aw ( eee P * but UJrely due to some reason such as the name of the man In 

oirge at a certain time, or as to ’.vho had it built or made improvements on it. The 

.crtBeckley name, v/hich is sometimes given,should most likely be Fort Kcckly, ac- 

uMing to Dr. G« D. Me. ’e ill. The name Keckly was the original German name for the 

iiley family, and came to be spelled as it is now by the way it was pronounced. 

K a ckley family settled at hill Point about 1773 (7:197). Members o: tnis family 

:«oimed a great deal of land in the Mill Point area. They built the first grain 

dlla at liill Point, and these tv/o mills were located about where the present ones 

r '«i. They also had a tanner;-, a store, and possibly the post office, since Val- 

^ Cackley, the pioneer, probaoly lived within the limits of the fort (7* 200) > 1^ 

treasonable that it may have once been called Fort Keckly, although it is now 

"Wr referred to as Fort Day. At any rate. Mill Point »as once called C a ckley 


people can remember Nicholas J. Brovin, **° ““ iTom 
'* ** in the store at Mill Point. The building, *>ich -as on the McNe* Un-: 





destroyed by . fIood ^ ^ 19. 

The building standing across r~ # 00 *** * 8t0r * f ° r y ' ars * 


road from the mill was used for a store after the 
‘ P^Poae- The present building x» s erected ay 


I other Out idil 'e was abandoned f or 

I j^UiaaH. Auldridge. He had the 

. P° st office there for many years, ana 

I these were later carried on by r h 

• Auldridge, a son. This store and post office 
| arc now under the management of Winters Hefner. 

Joseph Cackley owned the fir,* 

st upper mill, and sold to Sampson Uathews (7:199). 
The land there was later bought h,, t 

^ y Isaac UcNeel, who built the present upper 
somewhere near I068. The fw+ i 

t lovrer 111111 was erected by Valentine Cackley (7:199). 

It would seem from the reading of this account that this was Valentine Cackley, Jr., 
a son of ' ulre-dy named. The more recent lower mill, which has not been 

used for many years, was apparently built somewhat later than the present upper 
gill. Ther was also a. wool carding machine at tne lower mill, and once years ago 
there was a still in that area. There were, in somewhat more recent tines, as many 
a s two blacksmith shops in operation at the same time at Min point. 

J. L. McNeel remembers of having heard, although he had not checked it further, 
that Mil l Point is the second oldest post office in the county and that Edray is the 
oldest. (Hr. UcMeel has given considerable information for this history). 

Tn« famed Cranberry Glades are only a few miles from Mill Point, as well as the 
High Rocks - those high cliffs on the mountain top, from which the persistent hik'- r 
can be rewarded for his climb, on a clear day, by the grandeur of the view before 
him. Also, two well-known landmarks on the mountains surrounding the immediate 
Marvin Chapel neighborhood are the Pinnacle Rocks and the cap Rocks. 


kill Point, and the surrounding area, has certainly had its part in the forma¬ 
tion and history of not only West Virginia, but America itself. It was here that 
the early settlers came for protection from the Indians, Later, people came many 
oilcs to get their grain ground - the mills often running day and night. There 
*** considerable activity at Mill Point during the great lvcberinr and 18 

that the people have long come to gat their mail and to buy their supplier 


■B.Vi 




„ 0J0S1 uomns, taITO<Di SA|mui; ETCs 

The old road that can* h 

**» «■ »* -a. on th ,T 3 Tt r ” F1 * t0 " *“ * UU * ^ PUC "’ “ 

. the . * * oK fam > along the edge of the Dolan farm, and 

through the woodland and continue„ u 

., * beyond Stephen Hole Run on the Burrell Arbogaat 

r “ f “ m 11 — t. th. right *,0 dot, not go ,uit. to u» 

Ructoan C-rt«r. It continues over th. hen* end follow. a cre.h a short diet™, 
^fore crossing Stephen Hole Run -h + h-~ 

, and then can be seen a 3 hort distance as it goes 
sharply to the right and up the u u i.u 

eep bank there. At a certain place along this old 

road on the Dolan farm, thero „ 

a 3and bank that was a source of sand for concrete 

oixing . Ohifl old road has apparently determined the back boundary of the small 

farms, which are now on the right of the present road, between the church and the 

top of the hill toward Buckeye. These were apparently sold off after being severed 

from the original farms by the newer road. 


The road vas probably put in it3 present location about 1854, when the Lewicbur.j 
and :larlinton Turnpike v/as built (7:74)i This also appears to be indicated when 
j. R. Ruckman wrote, since the pike v/as built in the fifties. " (8) 


Some changes were made in the road when it was graded by the Echols Construct!/.! 
Company a short time before it was hard surfaced, as on each side of the hill betv*. ^ 
Stephen Hole Run and Mill Point. The road between liarlinton and Mill Point was har 
surfaced about 1924-25. The section between Mill Point and Buckeye v/as contracted 
by the R. G. Hill Construction Company, who got the limestone rock from the quarry 
at about the head of Stephen Hole Run. They had their camp on top of the nearby 
hill on the F. Vf. Ruckman farm. 

It is 8 aid that the first hard surfaced road in Pocahontas County was that be¬ 


tween Hillsboro and Min Point - and also, that probably no other road needed a hard 
surface worse than this onel During the period of about 1906-08 a aixteen-foot 
"traffic bound" rock surface v/as put there. It was rebuilt about 1913 with a water 
bound macadamized surface. (The information about the building of this road between 
Hillsboro and Mill Point has been written here as remembered by Richard McCarty). 

Ito road between Richwood and Hill Point (W. Va. Highway 39) was fir.t graded 
then hard eurfac.d during th. period of about 1935-43. Tbl. road wa. partly 
N. along the old log train grad., and at Big Fill it »nt dir.ctly over th. 
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cr i*Uicl fill there, ~ 

Pectoral prt aatt r 21 . 

period, «nd P ri aon U bor V , Q8 ' ^ C “* to th. Cranberry area during that 

The Greenbrier Division of ^ ^ ° ? ^ r °* d con-truction. 

june, 1899, and the first 3 a P' “Ice rnd Ohio Railway was commenced in 

. 0perat ion of trains , 

M in December, 1900 ( 6;? ^ ^ 


over this branch in Pocahontas County 

Before tli. railroad was built ^ ^ 

„d Huntersville. Hl!nterevl ”“ l ”* CaITied **— 

(7,536) (in 18,1 it ras «* * »“ "»*■ 

time « a population of about J^ ^ "* t0 *“ at 

ne hundred people.(7:619). By starting early in 

the morning, the mail could ho * 

n from Huntersville to Lewisburg in one day and 
the return trip made the next Th™. u 

• Thomas Hogsett, who lived in this neighborhood, once 
had the contract for carrying m , 

this mail, but apparently did not carry it himself un¬ 
less it was when he was vounr^r t+ • 

y unger. It is said that Clint Kellison, also of this neigh- 

bortood, -no once , carrier on thin route. The merchants oT this area would send 

to Konceverte to get their suppiies. John A. Sydenstrccker remembe* that a 

stagecoach came through on the same route about 1883-86. It had a regular schedule 

and Hillsboro was a station for getting fresh horses. A man by the name of Flack 

was the driver, and he blew a horn before arriving so the horses would be ready. 

During the period of about twenty-five years before the railroad came, in about 

1900, a great amount of timber was floated to Ronceverte on the Greenbrier River. 

The walnut and cherry were taken out by rafting (7-621), whenever there was a "raft¬ 


ing flood 11 . Also during this period there were the great "log drives" on the river 
during the spring floods. It is said that there were probably two to three million 
board feet of lumber in e$ch of these drives. Host of these logs that were floated 
in the river were white pine, although there was an occasional drive of spruce or 
hemlock. The last log drive, which was white pine from the Knapps Creek area, wen 
through liar linton Uarch 17, 1907* (This date was given by Dr. Calvin W. Price, who 
has also given other information and suggestions for this history), 

This area has had, at various times, many samills busy at the job of sawing 








abundant euprly of tinker. Durin „ ... 22. 

„ »«• l—r =0^.. lMated * ' ' P “ U « « — * MU there were 

^ to the material of ^ Cr " k > “ d —*“*« • >~t 

oamunity*. The coming of the railroad had made 
*i>, « -' 11 « other things aoasible « 

. . to. Work was plentiful, and the &verag>. 

. hoitr jot :.bout $ 1.50 for = a. _ 

0 ° r eleven hour day's work - which was considers 
-, 0 d wages then. The Warn Lumber CnmK, 

Company cane near 1905 , and built \J amt own and 

itS ^ S ng Sta:npin & Creek some distance below Mill Point. This company 

* itS timber fr ° m ^ Cra * be «* -a, bringing the logs to Mamto W on 


*** 105 tralllS ' ^ SaW6d '”*** was then taken out on their railroad to where it 
the Chesapeake and Ohio near Seebert. John Raine and Company came shortly 
^ter the other company c a me, and got timber mostly in the Stamping Creek area. 

This company built Rai.netov.-n quite some distance aoove Mill Point or. stamp,ng Greek, 
and sawed their lumber there. They took their lumber out over Ware's railroad. It 


is said that the Warn Lumber Co. completed their job slightly sooner and -old their 

railroad to John, Raine and Co. 

A sawmill that is now in opeiation on Stamping Creek, along W.Va. Highway 39, 
is that, of the W. W. Harper Lumber Company, which located there in October of 
1939. Since that time it has been destroyed by fire and rebuilt. 


THE FIRST HE VC PAPER, TELEPHONES, ETC: 

"The first newspaper to be published in this county vras the Pocahontas Times, 
fouacfc- in 1882 at Huntersville, and moved to Marlinton in 1392' (7:620). 


, *B- word "community'* is used throughout this toto^wlth 
k&ng a larger territory than when the word dsfinite boundary lines for 
5 remembered that it would be difficult to " r i‘^bcrhood can net always be 'used 
lese * The natural geographical boundary 0 , > the ne ighoorhood because they 

2 this may not include people '..ho ar * 9 on . . changed through the years since 
attended church or school here. Th s ^ ex^ple, some who were one- tr. ugbt 
, r schools ar.d churches have been ui • Q in the seebert neig 001*001, as 
as belonging in this neighoornood naL many people fro: C 

grew up after the condn g of there. 

Pee ^ came to unrvin Chapel before a church was 
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llTh e fi-st telephone to be built in tw 23 ‘ 

0 Coun ty us the Karlinton anu Beverly 

That ~ .a, telephone 

W- V U tk * roads of the county." (7=650! 

Th* Bank of Marlinton -rant into K„ < 

mto business m 1899, and was the first bank in the 

s <* cial “■*"“«»" ««** i„ SUM or ^ over ^ road . rrom ^ 

...rest express stations, for tl lcn a yaar . (7jt20)- 

The firs*, automobile in the neighborhood t:as a Ford gotten about 1913 by Dr. 

». =• SBith ’ V,h0 th ' n ° ,,ned Uved at tihat is now the E. S. Berman fare,. Soon 

^envards another Ford was gotten by Fred W. Ruckman. 

were beginning to be ov/ned by a few people in the neighborhood about 
ifSeV* ^* se a set or tv;o of earphones which had to be passed around rather oft*> 

; o all the family - and neighbors - could hear some of the things that came in on 
the then strange invention. The earphones were soon replaced by a big hom which 
sat on or near the radio. Television began to be in the area somewhere near 1952, 
and this too, they do say, has a certain drawing power on the neighbors. 

LOCAL INDUSTRIES: 

At various times there have been some small tanneries, or tanyards, in the 
neighborhood. There v/es one of these operated by o Dorman family on that Is now 
the Fred Ruckran farm. Thia v.as about the spring at the comers of the C. E. Gum 
andU. A. Arbogast farms. Another of these was near tha mouth of Stephen Bole Run 
end was owned by Isaac B. Smith, tho also had a gristmill there. There was a tan- 
Jard owned by Edgar Smith, at his hose on a bill overlooking the Greenbrier River 
was rebuilt about 19*. and used for some years. Another of these was - by 

„ „ that was started in more recent years la the on. built 

Joseph S. Smith. A tannery that was s ^ 

<7 Bar.ton Smith in 1935-36. Hoga.tt had a .mall bed 

At on, U-. probably near ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

‘blihia .actory in a building nca use in the nei.+.boihood. 

Olives. Some of those bed springs arc s ^ ^ Ho~v«. man, 

This neighborhood in prtan^ a 




....HWWB^ 

- "** "" h ‘ V ” ° ther ** - - - *»» ^ «. heat,. a ‘ 

The ' 3tation8 *« the neighborhood. Lloyd D. Wilson built his 

f** a ° d ESS ° SCrViCe StBtion * 1930-31, end Benton , 


s t*tion 


in 1935-36. 


i Smith built his Gulf Service 


^ tE5 ON A FEW INDIVIDUALS: 

ReV . Ja es E. by.e (lfll-1390) became a member of Marvin Char* I. p* ifi- 
ca te > ' Camc ^ ere ^ r °m Edray, end lived his remain year3 on the 

farm now owned by Wilbur E. Moore, a grandson. He probably had no regular charge 
after moving here. He was a local preacher of the highest type. He was converted 
at a camp meeting near Hillsboro in 1831, licensed to preach by the quarterly con¬ 
ference of the Huntersville Circuit in 1837, ordained local deacon in Baltimore by 
Bishop Waugh, and ordained local elder in 1869 by Bishop nightman. Rev. Yin. E. 

Hiller, in writing his obituary in 1890, wrote, "He married and buried more people. 
baptiZ'-"- more children, and was instrumental in the conversion of more souls, thor. 
gny other preacher that ever lived in his county." 

In the past this community has been fortunate in having medical doctors avail¬ 
able. One of these was Dr. Matthew Wallace (1822-1897), 1*0 lived at Mill Point. 
Another was Dr. H. W. HriJeel (1872-1948), who was born and reared at Mill Point, and 
lived at Hillsboro many years while practicing medicine. Both of these men were 
outstanding country doctors. Both rode horseback many, nan;' miles, often t:.i”ugh. 
bitter cold v/eather - day or night, to be at the bedside of the sack. 

Pearl Sydenstrickev Buck war bom at HiUaboro, ta. 26. 1892. at *«-» 
old home - the Stulting home. This is now the home of Oeorne P. Eogar. .,er mie- 
oionary parents. Rev. and lira. Abaal» Sydenatrickar, tor. then on leave and took 
hoe Wok to China with them *- she was four »nthe old. She waa elated an the 
United States, but China continued to be her hone until 1933. She taught there 

. O knowledge of China which she incorporated in 

®*veral universities. She acquired a pledge . 

Tn 1938 she \ras awarded the Nobel Pnz 

b °oks that were to make her famous. In - 

^■terature. 
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^ICRICAL PAGEANT: 

On , Saturday night, October 1 1 . 0 ™ tK 

* ^ community relived ite oast history in 

h . page^ "Time Turns 3ack". T m« 

tn9 V nia vras Prescntea in the amphitheater-like lie Id 

* ** Fred ***** fam * “ d ** 3 ">™Pi«te with "Indians", horses, covered wfcgou, Log 
cabin, 80 d ay-ng of various historical or ?'? nous persons. ’Ithere possible 

tb® descenaa: re_atives took the part of these persons. J. L. Jfc¥««4 act®d the 

oF John iiic ^ eej ‘» “ he Pioneer. John A.. Syder. 3 tr. ,:kur, a cousin tc Pearl L ack, 
acted the part of Hermsnus Shutting, her grandfather. G. D. iiciieill \tg s the announ¬ 
cer- Slaves at play around the camp fire were portrayed oje the colored folks of 
flatoga. The veterans of World War I had a part in the finale. The band from Union, 
y, Va. furnished the music. Barbecued beef was an added attraction, and was expertly 
carved by J. L. liurrell, the jovial Negro postmaster of the village of Watoga. 


SCH60LS. jr-jG/iilZaTIONS, AND KAIL ROUTE: 

The history of the earliest schools in the neighborhood is rather vague. So 
short terms of school may have been held in any available building or home. It is 
said there was once a schoolhouse on the hill in the vicinity of J. L. UcNeetts 
bam. This was back to the left of this barn and in the little valley vtoere a small 
stream of water comes down from the mountain. 


The log schoolhouse about the Ruckman Cemetery was 


used for some years until it 


w burned during the Civil War. It Is known that someth* niter th« owilding was 
school was held In a buildlrg rented rrontriUiaa T. Bear A 'ibis was - 


burned that 

top of the hill beyond Kill Point, and across the 
Ere present school lot was given by Col 


rord frer Lrs. T. u. Sard's home, 
oltn W. P.v.cicran ai.d vdfe ir. June, 1869 • 


(lu J Ph ilip Hetsell contracted ch. Job of putting up the 

(Deed Book No. 9, page 123)- FruJ - ip (3 ) „ . rT . AA 

+ , e first teacher. ; 'i3:is was the first free 

building, and ComeUus Stultxng w ~ s 

T lR Patriot, and was always taM as Number 1 - 

schoolhouse built in the tttt • w ^ ^ gecond build ing burned before 

^ (8) This building « «P . ^ ^ fcy _ o£ *. loc ,l cities 

ftMetmas of 1914, but * not COnS mt erlals. The present building 

«• “ had teen built from, or partly ro '-’ 2i _ 





^ built durin, thw utw Ptrt Of X915. 26 . 

full with un «n*»U»4it of u ca°ot term probably opened l* c that 

teacher in the new building Tha i *. J *.uk (urs. c. U. Hill) vac the first 

b ,. Annas Cole In 1942 - 43 . The “ "* of in this building was tau*t 

. SC 001 opened for the next tern, but it was decided 

to take the students to Hillsboro and thi* h v 

’ his has been done every year since that tio* 

n» sch ° o1 buildin S an d grounds have since bppn . 

mce been used a3 a community center. 

The Farm Women's Club of ^ 

ighborhood was organized December 4, 1945. 

presidents of this Organization, in the order of their service, have been as folio, 
llrs. E. S. Newman, Mrs. W. 0. Ruckman, Virginia Hayes, Urs. Merritt Turner, and Urs. 
30 yd Dil . l^is organization has made various improvements at the Community Cen¬ 
ter, and at this time is planning for outdoor fireplaces and picnic tables. 

The 4-H Club in this neighborhood was organized in 1947. The first president 
was Ray Kramer, and he was succeeded by John Dilley, the president at this time* 

Those who have served as adult leaders are Mrs. Merritt Turner and Mrs. Joe Kramer. 

The mail route, R.F.D. Mo. 1 from Buckeye, began in May, 1946, and has continued 
since that time. The first mail carrier on this route was Jim itcNe*H, and he was 
followed by C. P. Pritchard, the carrier at this time. Hill Point had alv/ays been 
the post office for this neighborhood before this route was established. 


SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN WHO WENT FROM THE liARVIN CHAPEL NEIGHBORHOOD: 

Those serving in \iORLD UAR I were: Elbert Messer (Gold Star), Ben F. Kellison, 
Fred K. McClure, Sherman H. Moore, W. 0. Ruckman, and Fred J. Waugh. 

Those in service during WORLD WAR II were} John J. Dunn (Gold Star), Argila C. 
Arbogast, Richard Auldridge, Jack Bostic, Price Boblett, Harper Dever, Warren Dev^ 
Wallace Gum, Alfred Gum, John Hayes, Charles Kramer, Joseph Kramer, Herbert McClur*-, 
llsyd McClure, Morgan McClure, Herman McClure, Minnie Pritt - VIC., Oliver Pritt, 
ta. Ray, Jack Ray, Arthur Ransey, Ben Raasey, Johnny Ransey, F. Wilder Ruetaan, 
Forrest Scott, Dentil Totten, Elvem Totten, Dale Turner, Rayaond Turner, Dwight 
».ugh, Beecher Witfong, Earl V/ilfong, Fred Wilfong, and Ue Wiliong. 

Those in service since World War IX are, Richard P. Arbogast, Clarence Bostic, 
26# 




; ^ cop-, Cpon. Robert Dol„, utoh „ «• 

^ *•• 01yd “ ■*«■«*. Cipu, / ' r " ,t “ c - 

’ yae Wi «°ng, and Ted Wilfong. 

: 

Tt» "deep anew is said to h 

.... „ " D ' C,!,,,ber “*>.(8) * f.„ 

M «*> «u.te an argument about what ve a r 

. tt ._ ^ thl * 0ccumd . *~» this was carried on 

r 1 ' ^ waters In the Pocahontas Tinea t* 

: —* apparently was not noticed that the d*i« 

I f yececber, 1890 was recorded in th» m * 

“ hC hiStOIy of the c °unty.(7:618) The snow seems 
t e have been around three feet deep, it ia ma * A * 

is said that it stayed on the ground for a 

•rest while that winter, and after it ..tti.,* 

cer it settled and crusted over the people could 

;ra vel on top of it. 

j The sv.. - 1838 UC3 80 ^ that swamp deposits could burn; and there was a 

^ fros J June 5, 1359.(7:46) About 1924 there was a late killing frost, and 
** pe ° Ple rlanti>d th6lr C ° ra «hUe others let it grow u P again from tne top 

of the ground - getting fair results. It is said that 1880 was a dry year. It ie 
taoun, of course, that trco very dry sumuers were those of 1930 and 1953. Some of 
the winters with subzero weather were: 1917-13; 1926-27; January 1936; and Janu¬ 

ary 1940. Several inches of snow fell in late April of 1928. 

In the late afternoon of the first Sunday of July in 1935 there was a severe 
flash flood in this area, and seemed to be mainly near the mountains between the 
StariGirg Creek and Buckeye sections. The next day the men began to repair fences 
' -r da-age caused by the water. As they worked one neighbor said to another, 

• -lood like that never happens but once in a lifetimel 11 But, of all things, be¬ 
fore the day was over another flood came, destroying all results of the cay's work. 
3iis second flood was similar to, and at about the sane time as the one on the 

ffrsvious day. These occurred July 7 and 6, 1935. 

«* 

4D ®XICKAL NOTES, AND A SUMMARY OF THE COMMUNITY HISTORY: 

It may b. of interest to some to mention that a brief account of the kilim* of 

% HcKeever (see page 14) i. given in a history (10:292). Thin book gives the 
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Cn ° S “ ry ** «“ Indi “» captured UcKoevcr 1 a wife, ehuTl- 

*** that a„., no, **, TOrncd ot the ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

f0rt U ’“ ^ f ° r 8UP?Ue5 < “ d «»» when the Indians kili,d ucr lolab<md . 

James -. A. Gibba (see p. 16) bought about on* hundred and twenty acres of 
^nd (Deed Book !.o. 8, p. 93), on the Greenbrier Elver below the mouth ol Stamping 
c „. k in Say, U360. In December, 1863 he and hie wile, Katharine, sold this land 
tac k to the man Iron, whom it had been bought - John H. Ruckman. (Deed Book Do. 11, 


p. 181) 

..... -c .ion of Pocahontas County v/as once a part of Bath County, and that can 
be v+r.frmd, in one way, by some old deeds. Some people think that this area may 
ye c.::c been a part of Greenbrier County, but nothing definite has been found at 
this time to verify this. 


Ihis area was once called Union Township, according to the deed for the Ruckman 
School lot, vdiich was made in 1869. (Deed Book No. 9, p. 123). 

A few notes are written here that are taken from the booklet West Vir ginia , 
the Wonderland That's Real . (1:12, 18, 26-27) These notes, used by permission, arer 
Greenbrier County v/as formed soon after the Revolution and extended to the Ohio 
River and nearly to Parkersburg; "Jim Bridger, noted scout and Indian fighter in 
the northwest and from whom Fort Bridger in Colorado took its name, w&r. '*om in 
Pocahontas Count;'-."; the Cranberry Glades have created much interest due to the 
plants which grow there that are found usually in only northern areas near the Arctic 
Circle. They have been referred to as the "naturalist's paradise". 

It is most likely that many of the earlier people of this neighborhood attended 
school at Hillsboro, and educational opportunities were increased when the Little 
Levels Acadeny v/as established there. "This institution was established in 1842 
under a charter granted by the State of Virginia." (2:55) 

It is said that the Gyeen^rier River is the longest river wholly within the 


state. 

The days of the re* building through the aeighbertood near the early 1920s 
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ho d •■«! s attractions for the children u 

n * However, even the < 

o‘^ •<“«#* °“t could hardly dim the wonder o* ♦ § SUa ® ShoveL 

1 the huge south 

w ‘‘° CCuld c «rry a big bucket of water o n hi3 head , &t Hm ' e 


It as amazing when we stop a moment and think of the many 

have talcen place in such . * .. , * many ctlan &® 8 that 

h a comparatively short space of time. Pcrh 

occasionally look bade into th„ ,. PS U ia to 

° th8 earUer da ^ ° f ««r community, for » 
little more appreciation and ^ ca n a 

del-standing of things as we new know them - myht 

ev 7 ::r "* ° r - - - -— --~_ 

< "‘ ^ ^ After ,U. » ^ ,o • 

precedent to follow since all Mie«o 

^««.«, tta£B!wtakMiJKeso 

niodem world. 

Ihe Indian no longer Jealously guards his h,mM 

* hls hunting ground. Stephen bewell 

** ™°** Ze th ° ^ “ W ° f his «■» « Ko could ai ce set, out up« 

it on an Oc.rly -wtafc but a a tbe fo c „uld lift bo oould no longer on. the groat 

troos that once grow over th, countryside. He norld auroiy >K „der obat had talon 

placo could ho see and hoar th. early morning traffic of cars, truck,, trailers, 

buses, and the tractor, with th.lr various typos of fait, equips attached. 

Go*, are the days when each family mode their cloth for clothes; made five to 

six hundred pound© of maple sugar each spring for their year's sugar supply; and 

seldom do we now see apple butter being made out in the big copper kettle; or 

strings of dried apple© and other dried foods hanging over the kitchen stove. The 

gristmills are now silent (Oh well, not everything is silent - the good ladies can 

still do a good job of talkingl The men can too, but we won't admit that, so look 

out for the rolling pin - or is that a museum piece also?) 

The ox teams have long been gone, and now it would seem that the horses are 

about to follow them. ;,o more do we see the buggy or the surrey in use - and even 

the day is gone when the good folks wondered if it was alright to u.e family car 

on Sunday. Anyway, it was soon dacia^d that it would be slr*f,h“ to go to 


U » and well — wince it was out it would be a good time 
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to visit a frieud or twot 





“ ”• • J * “• th « any time now — we hop., *>• 

don. tl.. m«d „ rrao Ule aU 

„. pt when th. pow.- „„ C ‘''' dl '•' , *" d *•*»•« lump. - 

I 1 used- JT " ^ ^ »"* - «-> - IT 

: th. Z T ^ ot ™ of the old diseMes - — - 

* 0 , from th. use 0 y ^ ^ * ■*—*. 

pro*- pone - that fs ^ ~,T ~ ^ ^ *“ *“ ~ 

not having a job that can adequate, e ^ SSttmS oUi the tomb 

I M. ~ **t or take . go., ^ ’* “ g ^ to “* a d ° ct « - »*ta, 

pood book along, th. high price of coffee; end the worrv 
about m:o will van the ball game an rt k u 

game and by how many points. 

“ " *“““ ^ *- 40 - ** it may look tike a lot of thing, from . 

.oast are .one. It is going to be up tp „ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ _ 

I *t - -t to keep, such - - *.11-1-1, maybe some of the old customs such as 
I sitting up all night with a sick neighbor, or helping dig a grave. 


Uany of th. things wa say are. gone are not gone - not really, but hove become a 
part of the new. The early pioneers who blazed the trails had an important oart in 
bringing about our present way of life. And can't you hear the sounds fro,., th. old 
blacksmith shops? They were not just forging a bolt or a plowshare, but , ' -ginning 
for a whole new way of life. So when we talk about things being "gone" we nay not 
be using the term as we would for some extinct ancient city. From the pioneer we 
have inherited a love of the mountains, a love of freedom, and, we trust, a sense of 
direction that will guide us in blazing the new "trails" that lie before us today. 

There will be times when we will, at least in our own minds, evaluate our com- 
““nity, and sometimes it mey not be placed very high. But there will be ether times, 
’•hen using a long range view, that we may come up with an answer Just a little like 
that cf a former local farmer-citizen who was pitting some of his own variety of ve- 
f ine but nameless potatoes on the market. Suddenly facing the need of a name for 
them, he said with inspiration, "Call them Beat Ever*'. 


////////////z////// 
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I jyjaJ MINISTERS I PRESIDING ELDERS: : 

It laay be th a t John Smith was the in 

tne or one of the first, of the circuit 

I ' ■*" trough this area. He V:M sProlnted to the Greenbrier Circuit 

I 17 "', J r r flrSt "" ^ - ‘ *—«. Circuit. The -crk that v,c 
** “1 “* ^ - •»«*, done by circuit riders 

I ^ " CUit ' and by L3Cal P re “hers among the settlers. "When his year 

I en^eu - ‘ —» 3 i the Greenbrier Circuit extend 

circuit extended over portions of Pocahontas, Green- 

wi er, end lonroe counties in West Virginia-as -ell as portions of Cites Craig 

Botettourt, and Albany counties , Virginia, Th ere ,mre no cenfe - 

ce s held west of the mountains until the spring of 1786, -hen John Smith -as electa. 

| to deacon. He was the fiat Hethodist minister ordained west of the mountains, and 

W3S ordained by 3ishop Asbury on July 6, 17G8. (9i5;l6) 

Since Fort X hes been Witten (see p, 6) some additional names or date, here 
been found concerning the ministers, or circuit riders uho served here before the 
church was built. Hiese are: J. H. Clarke, 1817-49; John ». start, lb.9-50; E. J. 
Jamison, 1-50-52; T. F. licClure, 1852, P. S. E. Sixeas, 1865-1 6<\: s. ?. Hyde, 

868, a brief time - year was completed by J. K. Meredith, and Jamer E. koore. 

Some of the presiding elders of the Lewisburg District, according to a clipping 
from an old Poc ahontas Times , are as follows: J. H. Waugh; J. K. Gilberts; 1873-74; 
W. D. Coe, D*. D., 1874-77; Adam P. Boude, 1877-79; John C. Dice, 1879-83; David 
Bush, D. D., 1383-87; Hamilton W. Kinger, 1887-90; S. G. Ferguson, 1390-92; YU G. 
Hammond, 1892-96; J. D-. Martin, 1896-99; J. S. Hutchinson, 1899-03; and Geo. T. 
Tyler, 1903. (This list was made available at this time by Mrs, Eudors Pritchard). 

EARL! uELiHERS OF MARVIN CHAPEL: 

The original church membership records do not seem to be in existence now, tr- 
copies gf these are available, although this could be a souiee of error in seme ces 
The first record apparently begins in 1850, although many dates are not shoun, end 
this list is an attempt to include ell membra up to about 1879 - thet is those -ho 
<«. members before, or near the time the church was dsdicated November ». 1878. 

The early members of Hsrvin Chapel, residing bo available records, —. 
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I Joseph S. Smith, 1850- „ 

Iff 1558; AW**!***,', AUlaridg8; KichMl Scales, 

ill John S. Loore i 8 o? b ’ '' U ‘ 1Cate; Uarth S E. Auldridge; Cora Lee Hoover; 

, | , .lb,- 7 - by certificate: n L 

■ Irene Scalar 10 7s . t . Auldridge, is??; £. L. Solti,, 1877; 

* «osiah Cline 187 R. w _ 

■ Eliza Rucknan 1378 b 7 * CUne » 1878 J Joseph Pennell, 1878; 

» 1878 - b y certificate: u p „„ . ’ 

■ 1878; Henry McClure- Martha C ’ 18?8; !Iancy Hanna Abrick, 

j Martha McClure 187 Q- ? , 

■ Cornelia Adkison- 1 h- * * Auldridge; Mary Adkison; 

■ -lendenin; J. Barnett Grimes- / ^ rgeSSj ^ Clendenin; William 

■ Uoj H. Nottingham- Rebe . 1 ^ Martha Ho ^t; Lydia McComb; 

| Smith Clar, ctd " Fran0i3Fenn0lli — =~, L_ 

I -e USilva; Cl : R ° bertD - SilVai > —,va; 

I ^Coy; RuhamaCleek- Lim ^ Se!Uvens i Joseph. .A. .Thorpe; Felir.ia Se.Honridge 
I Bartlett; CUra ^ ^ ~ — 

■ «*.. (Ri ’ “ aryBartleUi «“—*•*«-», -ta-AAO. 

■ (It is possible that an occ-sinn^i 

I later date than 1879 ). “ ^ ^ at * 

I SUHDA1 SCHOOL SUFERINTENDSKTS; TRUSTEES, rp ruv 

Sunday s . ho ,, ' ™*» »»«**«« MW, 

1 Superintendents that are remembered’ or . 

I John S. Uoore, 1386-90 ^ J k ’ ^ 8 ’«*• “» 

U F Ruc o ^ F '" kl “».W,m-02; John Cleek, 19 00; 

F - R “ Ctaan > W3; Lee Uoore, 1912 - . ' 

Kramer, 1917-1B; P„d Wa ugh, i 9 i 9; ^ ^ 

1937 50- B* n °sast, lire W. a. Arbogast, 1926-32 

1937-50, Richard Auldridge, 1934 ; Urn. Wilbur E. Uoore l 935 * ' 

16 *" ‘™-d.nt at the preaent tl»^ Apm ’ , j ' ' *’ 

j. p » 954. (The dates show may in- 

““ Wly “ *“* ** - t—. served by so « or them). 

or Uarvin Chapel Church at the preaent time, April 195t, are: 

• A. Arbogast; C. W. Auldridge; Boyd DiUey; Jo, Iramer; C. P. Pritchard; 
tod W. 0 . Ruckraan. 


_ 
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,j^5C£LLANB0US ITQIS: 

^ COlUn '° Ua e hurch a bride ^ 

~ ~ ^ Chapelta W8 _ ur md ^ 

" ^ „ M that „ Uau _ RUC| _ md ; 

Hogsett, January 20. lsfti » * vnoJ-Usj 

“V ^ fi , ‘ ^ aW S “ - —« -*—• have teen * the 

church, the first funeral um- + u * ^ 

thie it did net ^ 13 ’ 1898 “ P revi ‘>“ to 

this, it did not seem to hp + u„ 

„ th USt0 " t0 have a fu " a «l. or ""mortal service, until 

sometime after the person Ko^ k , 

een uned. This custom probably arose from the fact 

that the circuit-ridine orf^hov , 

P cher only came around at certain times of the year. 

According to the record of r„hn c ,, 

of John S. Moore as secretary of the Sunday School 

I tte problems o f the Sunday School in 188 , „„ not too Mferent from ^ ^ 

ay advice to young men was not to let a little rain scare them into staying 

at home, and he deplored the fart +h->+ __ . , 

cne lact that so many teachers were often absent vdthout 

leave. He also asked people to remember that Sunday School started at 9:30. 

Other miscellaneous items are: lee V. Ruckman was president of the Epworth 

league in 1899; the woodhouse was built in 1915; some of the dates that the church 

was painted were 1878, 1898, about 1926, about 1938, 1953, and perhaps others; the 

interior was papered in 1915, 1930, and about 1946; money was raised in 1930 to 

tence the church lot; electric lights were put in the church about 1931, by Paul 

I Simmons. 


During the days of the song services it was not unusual for the Marvin Chapel 
choir, male Quartet, and tt string band" - all made up mostly of the young people - 
to visit other churches having similar services; the young people of lUrvin Chapel 
had a musical at Hillsboro in the spring of 193^ - proceeds for a sink in the par¬ 
sonage at Seebert, and to buy hymn books for the church; it was recently noticed 
that the plastering lathes of the church were split rather than sawed, and it has 
h«en recalled that oxen were used when hauling the pine lumber from Cummings Creek 
*ien the church was built. Preaching service was held in the Ruckman Schoolhouse 
Iwember 8 2 . 953 , a8 the new floor in the church was being finished. (Many of the 
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••inp concerning the chuma n 

eve been done during the month of November) ** 

■ -- 

service and no one would speak to -o U 6ry> ° r yoU attended a church 

old favorite hy*n, ^ u ““ *" “* >“» «■. 

The Scve:.t-.--f-i ^th Anni 

brated November *9 1050 n b ' J iiding_ 0 f Marvin Chapel Church wee cel- 

- - - ^ : Jl;, irr cou ’ the —-—- - 

MS cIear . b ct uter it becane cloud ” ^ Th ' part of the 

[ ^ - church .3 not Zd "— =———- 

of some of the firet decorp ‘« t «*» floeere shich were brought in ceaory 

into, i b f ° f ^ ChUreh> tf their descend- 

ap ionurl cowl was later given in r,e„,ory of one of the trueteea rtros. de- 

• - were not taovar by the decorating c^dttee before the celebration. 

The occasion ms coneidered to be quite a eucceas. Thie ms due in Part at 

E“* ‘° thS «- '°™o„ and planning of the varioue coaritee. 

and of the people in general under the leadership of the paetor, Rev. Frank g. 

Johnson. 


Ihe speaker for the corning service wss Rev. T. E. Painter, a forcer paetor of 
We church. His subject was "Seventy-five Years and Beyond”. 

At noon a .cost bountiful dinner. Including hot tea and coffee, w ..rved in 
the achoolhouse. The anniversary cake, brought by Mrs. Uoyd D. Hilson, ms cut by 
“re. Carrie Patterson of Marlintou, and Dr. Marvin C. Scith of Hillsboro, ih.se 
t«o mre the only ones attending the anniversary celebration tho had Wen here then 
church was dedicated in 1878. 

In the afternoon service the history of the church was read by F. Wilmer Ruck- 


l * A short letter was read from Rev. Lee V. Ruckaan expressing his regrets at 
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^ unable to attend the anniversary celebration, and a short talk was gi ven by 
Re v. <luad® R. Arbogast. 3oth of these men are sons of this chur *h. The ^ 8peak _ 
er of the afternoon was Rev. C. C. Lambert, who had served here in former year*. 

Hi* subject was "The Garden of Memories". He read from the forty-eighth chapter of 
Genesis, and took his text from Proverbs 10:7 - "The memory of the Just is blessed". 

The occasion could net fail to bring back memories of other years and of 
those who were no longer here to take part in the fellowship of the day. However, 
ve oust not continue to look to the past other than as a guide to the future. The 
keynote for the present and future was sounded in the closing hymn of the day - 
•HI .a u Christian Soldiers". We should each strive so that in 1978, the time for 
the hundredth anniversary of Marvin Chapel, it could well be said that the last 


twenty-five years have been the greatest of them all! 






■STORY OF MINNEHAHA 
SPRINGS COMMUNITY 


Uis- 


^Oontinucd from last week) 


P. 


1'hd 


^ttnehaha Springs 

M. E. Church, South 
(Mrs. Elmer Moore) 

UP 1 his church was built in 1926, be- 
in>r formally opened Sunday October 
the same year. Rev. Mack 
: Thbmason was the pastor at the 

P*itinw. The opening day services con- 
eti- sitsted of an all day meeting, with 
mi- tjmjieer on the ground. Rev. J. W. 
uMtt of Vinton, Va., a former 
preached the first sermon at 
the| e iejen o’clock, and Rev. F. B. Wy- 
and, of Monterey, Va., preached at 
aid p. m. 

re * This was made a separate appoint- 
meat on the Huntersville charge in 
a i! l5, under the pastorate of Rev. 
ct ’ (J. Leggett. The place of wor- 

n( ushifl was transferred from Browns 
ar Mountain school house in which 
)W builjding the worship was held until 
he ; th^completion of this church. 

^ The church building was begun 
, son# time during the year 1923, 
ife Rev. Palmer Eubank was the 


mg a iree uhh.w «v built ab< 

All denominations gave quite lib- '.and J 


. „ .and J. 

orally in this community and adjoin* on for 1 
ing communities and also in the town Octal 
of Marlinton. Tthe largest money do- on wW 
nations were made by Elmer Moore, Douthn 
Mrs. Effie Campbell, Mrs. Sidney \ school 
Wilson, Dr. H. S. Jones, Mr. W. H. School 
Grose, and Mrs. A. D. Cash. llnnna 

This chu\h is deeply indebted to Moser 
a very faithful Building Committee, »preset 
which overcame many trying ob- house 
stacles. This Committee was: W. boasts 
H. Grose, President; J. C. Harper, and i 
Mr. and Mrs. Amos McLaughlin, G. fessit 
M. Ervine, Mrs. J. G. Sharp, and comn 
Mrs. Elmer Moore, Secretary and were 
Treasurer. The two non-residdit I fami 
members. Mr. Grose and Mr. Harper jard’s 
never missed a committee meeting used 
and deserve special mention for their iday 
faithful ami most helpful assistance. T 


iy 


paa 


He was very faithful in all 


labors. In the first place, two 


were donated by Mr. and Mrs. 
i 08 McLaughlin as a memorial to 
ir son, C. C. McLaughlin, who 
d from wounds received in battle 
i France during the World War. 
fte lots were later exchanged for 
o lots nearer the parsonage for 
• reason of better location. Mr. 
A Rexrodc donated the timber 
r the frame work for the outside 
th* building. Quite a lot of free 
was given. June 5, 1924, was 
i apart for the excavation, the men 
the work, and the ladies serv- 


Schools of Minnehaha Community 


Mov 


Mr. 



(Mamie White) 

We do not boast a high school in 
our community for the reason that 
the settlement is a scattered one, 
but we are proud of the progress the 
schools have made since the age of 
the log school house. 

When the Civil War began, school 
was being taught by Miss Mattie 
Gum, the mother of , George Gingar, 
of Huntersville, in a log school house 
which stood on the knoll near L. R. 
Hiveley’s residence. The next build¬ 
ing used for school in the Sunset 
neighborhood was on a hill not far 
from J. A. Cleek’s. The last term 
[taught here was by Enoch H. Moore, 
in the year of 1876 and ’77. By the 
next winter a new building had been 
constructed at the present location. 
I his was destroyed by tire a few 
years ago. The building now in use 
was located on the site of the old 
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Hie very first school at Minnehaha I 
Springs, then Driscol, was taught in W) 


|u dwelling located on the hank 
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ing day services con- 
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ton. Va., a former 
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nd Rev. F. B. Wy-1 
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>ng ft free dinner at the parsonage, i built about orianiiVH 

AH denominations gave quite lib- and J. G. Sharp were Vv, 
orally in this community and adjoin- ors for the construct!* « C 
ing communities and also in the town Octave Alderman donat A 
of Marl in ton. Ttho largest money do- on which the first school 1 
nations were made by Elmer Moore, Douthard’s Creek was ere 
Mrs. Eftle Campbell, Mrs. Sidney school was Known as “Loi 
Wilson, Dr. II. S. Jones, Mr. W. H. School.” Miss Lillie Fri 
Grose, and Mrs. A. D. Cash. Hannah, Gilbert Alden 

This chuvh is deeply indebted to Moser llerold were tcacl 
a very faithful Building Committee, 1 present Douthard’s Cre 
which overcame many trying ob- house was built in lyio. ' 
stacles. This Committee was: W. boasts of having more ^ 


a separate appoint- 
itersville charge in 
pastorate of Rev. 
The place of wor- 
rred from Browns 
house in which 
hip was held until 
church. 


H. Grose, President; J. C. Harper, 
Mr. and Mrs. Amos McLaughlin, G. 
M. Ervine, Mrs. J. G. Sharp, and 
Mrs. Elmer Moore, Secretary and 
Treasurer. The two non-resident 
members. Mr. Grose and Mr. Harper 
never missed a committee meeting 
and deserve special mention for their 
faithful and most helpful assistance. 


Schools of Minnehaha Community 

(Mamie White) 

We do not boast a high school in 
our community for the reason that 
the settlement is a scattered one, 
^ * begun ^ ut we are P roU( l t ^ ie progress the 
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• in all I " hen the Civil War began, school 
' two . as being taught by Miss Mattie 

r ar d* Mr 1 - I Gum, the mother of George Gingar, 
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battle 

! War. 


of Huntersville, in a log school house 
which stood on the knoll near L. R. 
Hivelcy’s residence. The next build- 
g used for school in the Sunset 


and women enter the te; 
fession than any other sc 
community. Nine from 
were teachers, four bein 
family of B. F. White, 
ard’s Creek school buil 
used for preaching servt 
day School. * 

The first school know 
Mountain was held in 
Mr. and Mrs. Amos 
about 1895. Miss No 
teacher. The next ye: 
was taught in Mr. ar 
Ervine’s home. Miss 1 
the teacher. Then a s 
was erected and at 
school continues in 
Miss Anna Lee Ervii 
Palmer, (now Mrs. 
Austin Dearman, Misi 
(now Mrs. D. C. Adk 
teachers who have 
school. 

It is thought that 


neighborhood wan on a hill not fur once stood where 


J. A. 
it here 


Cleek’a. The last term | residence 
wun by Enoch !l. Moore, 
of 187(1 nod '77, By the 
n ttew building bad been 
at the present locution, 
ivatroyed by An? a few 
The building now in use 


now stai 
late Henry White an 
here from Virginia ii 
dents of the 
this particular 
House Hollow." 
men were 


the *it« of the old mg of the 
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ic World War. 
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n«r used for school in the Sunset , It is though*, that 
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1 rom J. A. Cleek’s. The last term 
taught here was by Enoch H. Moore, 
in the year of 1876 and *77. By the 
next winter a new building had been 
(constructed at the present location. 
This was destroyed by fire a few 


or the outside 
» a lot of free 
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The very first school at Minnehaha pails, knivcf, foi 
I Springs, then Driscol, was taught in which evidence lei 


be ob- 
goods 
lerally 
est as- 
?n you 


icy 



a dwelling located on the bank above 
, the warm spring. H. M. Lockridge 
and Mrs. W. L. Herold were the 
teachers. School was held lure be¬ 
tween 188 and 1885. The next 
I school known in the Minnehaha 
Springs neighborhood was located 
near Earl Dover's residence. A one- 
room building was then erected at 
Minnehaha Springs about 1900. 
Some teachers who taught in this 
building were: Miss Anna Fleishman, 
Miss Emma Warwick, Miss Anna 
Cleek, Miss Maude Lockridge, 
Miss Margie Herold, Miss Grace 
Moore, Mrs. Sidney Wilson, Miss 
Mamie White, Miss Margaret Sharp, 
Miss Elizabeth Herold, Miss He kin 
Me El wee. 

It became necessary to have a 
larger building, and in 1915 a two- 
room structure was erected. W, L. 
Herold was the contractor. 

rha school building at Itimcl wus 


that several years 
had been located 
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are quite lib- 
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built about 1900 or 1905. J. A. Reed 
and .T. G. Sharp were the contract¬ 
ors for the construction. 

Octave Alderman donated the land 
on which the first school house on 
Douthard’s Creek was erected. The 
school was ifnown as “Lonely Dale 
School.” Miss Lillie Friel, Boud 
Hannah, Gilbert Alderman, and 
Moser Herold were teachers. The 
present Douthard’s Creek school 
house was built in 1910. This school 
boasts of having more young men 
and women enter the teaching pro¬ 
fession than any other school in the 
community. Nine from this school 
were teachers, four being from the 
family of B. F. White. The Douth¬ 
ard’s Creek school building is also 
used for preachmg services and Sun¬ 
day School. 

The first school known on Brown’s 
Mountain was held in the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Amos McLaughlin 
: about 1895. Miss Nora Riley was 
teacher. The next year the school 
was taught in Mr. and Mrs. Mack 
' Er vine's home. Miss Lillie Friel was 
the teacher. Then a school building 
was erected and at the present, 
[school continues in this building. 
Mi Anna Lee Ervine, Miss Clara 
f’alrncr, (now Mrs. G. 0. Wade), 
/iu*tir Lear man, Miss Ethel Correll 
(now Mrs. 1>. C. Adkiton) are noted 
t« . he n who huve taught in this 


'ht that a school house 
where H. Lee White's 


t it .* 
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iigh 


school in 
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progress the 
(he age of 
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Inbout .895 Miss Nora RU^was 
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The History of Sweet Springs 
Monroe County, West Virginia 

By Barbara Ruth Kidd 

I 

Discovery And Early Owners 

The healing miracle of the Sweet Springs was a legend be¬ 
fore William Lewis, the first Springs owner, was ever born. The 
first stories tell of an Indian who was wounded by some early 
white traders and left in the swampy waters to die. The next 
morning he felt so rejuvenated he hastened to join his com¬ 
panions, already some distance from the Springs. Imagine their 
surprise when their “dead” comrade rushed in among them. 
Another story similar to that tells of an early white settler who 
hid from pursuing Indians by submersing himself in the waters 
up to his waist. Like most pioneers he suffered from acute rheu¬ 
matism, and the next morning he was surprised to feel relief 
from his ailment. So, the story goes, he began to bathe in the 
swamp waters and was cured'. This same story with only the 
variation that he discovered himself cured after the first night 
is told of William Lewis.’ 

The importance of the frontier springs, of which Sweet 
Springs was one, was evident to the Tidewater residents of Vir¬ 
ginia at an early date. On June 27, 1751, the Virginia Gazette 
at Williamsburg carried the following interesting item: 

The Honourable Lewis Burwell Esq., President of this colony 
is returned from the Medicinal Springs on the Frontiers, where 
he has been some Time past for the Recovery of his Health, 
and we hear he has received much Benefit by the Waters. —He 
la now at his Seat in Gloucester County. 

The same newspaper in 1768 advertised “a Scheme of a lottery 
for railing the sum of nine hundred pounds, to make a road 
• the mountains to the warm and hot springs in Augusta 
County ” It listed the prizes as follows: 

Admlnlatraltoo, Th# of Mtmrof County 

T%0 Old W#*t, |> IS 

1 pru# 

2 p»iiti of 


1000 pounds 
MK> pounds 
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4 prizes of 

5 prizes of 
50 prizes of 


250 pounds 
100 pounds 
50 pounds 


.6000 pounds 


6000 tickets at 20 shillings 1. 6000 pounds 

15 % to be deducted from prize. 

James Moss, the first known settler at the Sweet Springs area, 
was probably a squatter. At any rate, he disposed of his rights 
to the land to William Lewis, brother of General Andrew Lewis, 
about 1774. William Lewis was given a land grant by King 
George III for the Sweet Springs area, which was probably 
part of the 8,000 acres which was his share of the estate of 
Colonel John Lewis, his father 3 . For some unknown reason he 
did not seem to be able to make the grant permanent until 
1774. He moved his family there in 1784. After that he was 
known as “William Lewis of Sweet Springs” because there was 
always more than one William Lewis. 

It is not known exactly when the Springs first began to oper¬ 
ate as a resort. The first record of a visitor to Sweet Springs 
bears the date 1790 and is not a flattering one. Archibald Alex¬ 
ander, a prominent theologian at the time, wrote with disgust: 


... A Company of gamblers never intermitted their games day 
or night, Sunday or workingday . . . sometimes come out to the 
fountain, adding not a little to the horrid symphone of oaths. 

They strove to out do one another in the rapidity of their pro¬ 
fane expressions! . . . 4 

Until about 1792, there was probably nothing on the grounds 
to resemble a resort except a few scattered log cabins. About 
that year a log hotel, the first, was erected. It was a long ramb¬ 
ling structure with a porch extending along its full length. 3 
However, in 1791 a Virginian writing from the resort to a friend 
in England described the resort: 


. Our lodgings was in Logg [sic] Cabins and mattresses 
«nd some beds to lay on. I suppose you do not know what kind 
of a house is meant by logg cabbin [sic], therefore I must de- 
•< rib<- it to you. They are generally about 20 feet long and 
about 16 feet wide, with . . . round logs piled upon each other 


, p C 5iJ k, * y ' Chron<c '* - °f t,i0 Seoteh-lrlah Settlements in Virginia, 
a Akj««ndar Th* M/e o/ Archibald Alexander. D.D.. LLD , p. 7B 

MWn. p. 3. 
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like - . . . a pan, and after they get them about seven feet high 
they keep laying them up and drawing them in, which forms 
a roof after this they cover it with slabs or boards of about 
four feet without the help of a nail. 

Then they lay a plank floor and then they sop the body of the 
house between the loggs [sic] with mud to keep the air out. 

After this gets dry they generally whitewash the whole house 
inside and out, in each of these Cabbins [sic] there’s generally 
about three people lodges and thus we are accommodated at the 
Sweet Springs. 4 

According to Mr. Butler, there were two reasons for the poor 
accommodations at the Sweet. One was the fact that until about 
1790 the mountain roads were too dangerous to travel because 
of Indians; the other was that the land and springs belonged to 
one person. This latter reason gives rise to the speculation that 
perhaps William Lewis did not care whether he operated a re¬ 
sort and so was little inclined to make any improvements on 
the facilities at the Springs. However, a ray of hope for the fu¬ 
ture is expressed: 

I expect it will be better in a few years as there’s a petition 
drawn up to be handed to our next General Assembly praying 
for a Town to be laid off. If that should take effect we shall 
have many Inns which will make it much more Comfortable to 
Visitors. 7 

The town he spoke of was planned by William Lewis to be call¬ 
ed Fontville. It was to have covered thirty acres of Lewis’s 
land, divided into half-acre lots, and sold at public auction for 
the best price.® Unfortunately, Fontville never became more 
than a “paper town.” Although the exact location of the Font¬ 
ville acreage is not known, it is likely that some of the houses 
of the village of Sweet Springs are located on the Fontville lots. 

Whatever the inconveniences, guests continued to visit the 
resort, and one man criticized the use of the unfinished court¬ 
house (district court was held at Sweet Springs for a few years) 
as a dining room and the log cabins which leaked during hard 
rains, but thoughtfully added that 

. . . each of us have a small cot bedstead, a mattrese [sic], 
sheets, blankets, etc. I have slept very comfortable on it and 

i ji>j frnct flutter, letter to Mr*. Anno Chudolk, Cumley House, near llurbarough. 
April ». 1701 

lb*d. 

' rr-, r Morton. A Hiatory of Monro# CouttM/. West Virginia, p. 202 
Coal#. Journal, June 21. 1703 
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blanket very necessary. Our table is well supplied 
iatlit both invalids and healthy persons. . . .• 

T the owner and originator of the resort idea, 

W the John Lewis, Irish immigrant and early promi- 

waS ^ttler of Augusta County. As early as 1754 Andrew and 
William Lewis were exploring the banks of Dunlap Creek near 
etweet Springs.' 0 The Sweet Springs site was chosen for the 
home spot by 1760, but the Lewises did not move there until 
1784 or thereabouts. William Lewis lived there from then until 
his death in 1811. He was said to be as brave as any of his 
brothers, but less disposed to seek fame by killing.” He was 
considered handsome, muscular, and very pious. 


The first Lewis home at Sweet Springs was a large log cabin 
located near a mill at the Red Sweet (now Sweet Chalybeate), 
about one mile from the location of the present buildings at 
Sweet Springs.' 7 Later he built a stone house which stood at 
the rear of the site on which the brick mansion, Lynnside, 
stood.’ 3 


One rumor has it that Sweet Springs was bought by men from 
South Carolina, about 1796, who planned to erect several com¬ 
modious dwellings in the neighborhood. Whether these dwell¬ 
ings were to have been on the Springs property proper can only 
be guesswork, for apparently the deal did not materialize.’* 
The Sweet Springs land remained in the Lewis family hands 
for many years to come. 


William Lewis apparently had turned over the Sweet Springs 
property to his son John before 1805, because in that year 
John Lewis leased the Sweet Springs property for a period of 
eight years to Robert and George Turner. They were to pay an 
annual rent of $2,000. This lease became effective January 1 
1807. The Turners agreed to keep the courthouse and jail in 
good repair and not to permit timber to be cut nor to allow 
any tenants on the land.’ 5 In leasing the property, Lewis agreed 

•Morton, op. eit., p. 23 

brou,. r « w*r^ 1 Thoniiu?^nd I ^w^und , Char?e« n Low\K^A P 136 Thc olhcr 

** ,,n fighter lind for hi ts not «* <or his 

i .t ■ Chariot w,.» killed m Point Pll!,,,, • n n thc B * tB e of Point 

£ Cminty, Virginia. r*le«»ont. Thomw was the Aret surveyor 

At present only * , he „ rcmaltu ^ that 


»M« 

*Lyt 


<-»« . p. 370 


irned in 1033 or 1933 






Copy of painting of "Lynnside," home of Lewis Family at Sweet Springs, West Virginia Destroyed by /ire 
in early 1930’s. Painting owned by Miss Coralie Lewis, Sweet Springs. 
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not to put a tavern on what was known as the Mill Place, 
since it would be detrimental to the Sweet Springs property, 
under the management of the Turners. The location of the Mill 
Place is not known; however, since a number of mills probably 
operated along Dunlap Creek at various times, it could have 
been at almost any place on the creek. William Lewis had 
divided 436 acres of the farm between the Sweet and Red 
Springs between his sons John and Charles Lewis on October 
25, 1804. It is quite likely that the Mill Place was part of this 
farm.' 6 

James Moss, the squatter on the Lewis property in earlier 
days, was still a landowner in the Sweet Springs area in 1807. 

On April 7 of that year, Moss gave a deed of trust to John 
Lewis for a debt of $230.64. Charles Lewis was made trustee 
and was to sell the land at public auction if the debt was not 
paid within one year. 

No change in ownership of the property was made until 
John B. Lewis, grandson of the first William, gave a deed of 
trust to the property to one Laurens through his trustee William 
E. Haskell for a debt of $10,000.' 7 It was to be paid off in ten 
years, but there is no evidence that Lewis failed to meet the 
obligation. 

John B. Lewis’s brother, William L. Lewis, in 1842, ap¬ 
parently took over a portion of the debt and received a deed of 
trust for 1,000 acres of the Sweet Springs property as security 
for $9,000.'® 

Jn this same year John B. Lewis found himself embroiled 
in a large debt which gave to various men deeds of trust for 
much of his property, including that at Sweet Springs. The 
reasons for this debt are vague. Three years previous he had 
built a new and grand hotel, and it could be that he was un¬ 
able to finance the venture. Also local tradition and family 
th lunt that he might have lost it at the ‘gaming table." 
The debt incurred by Lewis amounted to the magnificent sum 
"t y>'j excluding a debt owed by both John B. Lewis and 

u • CWit> 1**4 Hook, Vnl L. 1 > 348 <February 9, 1831). 

'**4. V*4 N pp in.Ill <r»tMU*ry 34 180 ) 
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James L. Woodville of $4,526.: 
Lewis’s creditors: 

Thomas P. Lewis 
Bank of Virginia 
Wm. B. Phillips 
James L. Woodville 


L' 9 The following is a list of 

$16,OO(>.O0 50 

8,500.00” 

5,535.00” 

4,520.00” 


$34,555.00 


[There also was another debt for which the sum is not given.] 

In the case of all these debts the same security was put up: 
Sweet Springs and all the rest of Lewis’s vast holdings in Mon¬ 
roe and Alleghany Counties. Also if the debt were, not paid 
within a specified time, all of the lands were to be advertised 
and sold at public auction. They were to be advertised in the 
National Intelligencer, Washington; Richmond Whig, Richmond 
Enquirer, New York Courier, New York Enquirer, Western 
Whig of Lewisburg, Fincastle Democrat, and Lynchburg Vir¬ 
ginian. However, Lewis was permitted to remain in residence 
until either the debt was paid or the land was sold. A debt of 
$4,526.25 incurred by both Lewis and Woodville is not clear, 
but in all probability it was connected with the mysterious debt 
of John B. Lewis. 


At any rate, Oliver Beirne became a purchaser of the Sweet 
Springs tract when it was put on sale by Commissioners John 
Echols and Samuel Price on August 18, 1852. He executed his 
four bonds with Allen T. Caperton as his security. Each bond 
was for $13,637.50 payable in one, two, three, and four years. 
On October 14,1852, at circuit court a decree was entered: 

. . . The commissioners Price and Echols aforesaid having made 
their report of the sale of the lands aforesaid to which there 
was no exception, the same was confirmed, and it appearing 
that Oliver Beirne became the purchaser of the Sweet Springs 
and adjoining lands, and has executed bonds with security for 
the purchase money which are filed with said report. . . .' 


The court ordered that George W. Hutchinson make a deed of 
conveyance for Oliver Beirne "for said lands at his cost.’”" A 


Ibid . pp. 235-256 

SZSlr with “P •“,«» land and buildings a< Swot 

3S5- p"nu^^rM-r u .^ numerous* oUkt**i peramai 
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few weeks later Beime sold half of the property to Allen T. 
Caperton and Christopher J. Beirne, giving them each one- 
fourth of it.* 4 These three men constituted the Sweet Springs 
Company. Then on October 12, 1858, Allen T. Caperton sold to 
Oliver Beirne the land at the headwaters of Dunlap’s Creek 
known as the Sweet Springs tract and containing several tracts, 
one of them 184 acres on which the hotel buildings stood and 
another 219 acres and also 245 acres, both of which joined the 
first. Oliver Beirne, Allen T. Caperton. and Christopher J. 
Beirne bought this in 1857. Caperton also sold his interest in 
a sawmill, apparently on one of the previously mentioned tracts 
of land. 36 A few days earlier Christopher Beirne sold to Oliver 
Beirne his interest in the same lands for $45,000. 33 Christopher 
Beirne also sold his rights and interest in 480 acres on Dunlap’s 
Creek very near the Sweet Springs tract which had been pur¬ 
chased that same month by the partners from A. A. Chapman, 
commissioner. 29 And thus the Sweet Springs property remained 
until after the Civil War. 

Sweet Springs was always crowded in the early days. Some¬ 
times visitors arriving as late as July had the difficult problem 
of finding sleeping room for themselves. Some slept on the 
barroom tables and on the benches of the old courthouse, at 
that time the church for the Springs. Or, if one had influential 
friends, one might be able to squeeze one more cot (this is 
absolutely the very last one!) into one of the log cabins. There 
would probably already be five or six cots in the same cabin. 

However, nearly everyone admitted the accommodations at 
the Sweet Springs were nearly always good, the fare excellent. 
Of course, the dining room had not been built with the idea 
of so many guests as were there in 1834. One could always set 
up additional large tables in the barroom. What an alluring 
prospect thus must have held for some of the guests. 

By 1834 Sweet Springs was considered by some to be as 
ocautiful as White Sulphur Springs, but one visitor said of it: 

. Nature has perhaps done as much here as at any watering 
place among the mountains; but I do not think the improve- 
fTK'ttta or the arrangements of the buildings at all equal to 
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those at the White Sulphur Springs. The extensive unduletk* 
lawn, the grove of noble oaks—the cottages an the open green, 
or peering from amidst the trees do indeed, present a beautiful 
scene. But the latter are scattered in rows or groups over the 
ground without any regular order, and the lawn has never 
undergone any of the operations of art. The springs rise under 
the piazza of a low and long house, at the foot of the hillock 
on which the tavern stands, and in a hollow formed by this, 
with the small hill on which the cabins are principally built. 

The reservoir is a circle of about five feet diameter, surrounded 
by a railing two or three foot high. Great quantities of car¬ 
bonic acid gas are constantly emitted, which come bubbling up 
through the water, giving it som e what the appearance of 
boiling. 5 ’ 

He might have been a little kinder to the buildings had he 
known what was to come The same year Peregrine Prolix 
described his surroundings with a great deal of enthusiasm 


Four hours were taken to reach the Sweet by coach, one of 
the most ancient and celebrated places in the United States 
The aspect of the place is lovely, the harsh and rough features 
which belong to more recent clearings have been mellowed and 
moulded into symmetry by the gentle touch of Ume. that great 
innovator; and in Virginia mountains, almost the sole improver, 
because nobody else has capital enough and time Is a capital 
fellow for time is money. 


You drive into a spacious green undulaUng area, shaded 
here and there with trees, and surrounded by motley groups of 
frame buildings of all shapes and ages, and you see in front of 
you, raising behind a row of modem cabins, a remarkably 
beautiful rounded hill, whose tree-clad top seems to lead by a 
gentle acclivity to the mountain range which bounds the view. 


In a little valley on your left is a frame building containing 
two large and separate baths for the two sexes, and under its 
piazza is a famous spring, sweet in name but slightly acidulous 
in taste, sparkling and spirit, stirring like champaigne [sic] 
and ever copiously flowing like the stream of time. This sends 
forth a power of water, and it fills two large plunging baths 
which are very agreeable from the sparkling transparency and 
high temperature of the elements . 30 

had°c h ° £ ,u he f f ntlemen wo uld have been surprised if the' 
hadseen the buddings at Sweet Springs four years later. Tb 

DUrl " 8 SUmm<!r ° f 1834 '" Southe ™ Literar 
Hoad. Leading ThiXto,°ISfi '«* Virginia Springs, th 
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"inestimable Dr. Lewis" 01 had been later in beginning an ex- 
j->ansion program for his resort than had the other spas, but it 
was generally agreed by even the most fastidious that he had 
outdone them all. In place of the crude frame cabins, had 
arisen a brick hotel of proportions such as were not to be 
seen anywhere else in the mountains, not even at White Sul¬ 
phur! The whole width of the two-story brick building was 
250 feet and it was an astounding forty-eight feet deep. 03 The 
second floor consisted of thirty-six bedrooms, each about four¬ 
teen feet square. The dining room on the first floor was 160 feet 
long—one end of which was a ladies’ drawing room and at the 
other end a room reserved for dancing, each forty by forty- 
eight feet. If the inside was astonishing, the outside was awe¬ 
inspiring. 

The piazza, seventeen feet wide, ran the whole length of the 
building and stood on brick arches reached by three sets of 
black walnut steps. These steps were the width of each of three 
porticos, by which the front of the building was ornamented. 
The basement was used for a kitchen, bar, bake and store rooms, 
and offices.” There were also two reception rooms in the base¬ 
ment, one for ladies and one for gentlemen. 3 ' 1 Dr. Lewis, or some 
of the former owners of the Springs, must have had this hotel 
in mind or plans drawn for it for several years because it is 
rumored to have been designed by Thomas Jefferson. 35 In fact, 
the whole thing was so magnificent that at least one person 
wondered how it would be paid for. “Poor fellow, I’m afraid 
his means will fail,” said Miss Elizabeth Van Lew in a letter. 36 
His “means” must have failed, for in a few years John B. Lewis 
was forced to sell Sweet Springs for one reason or another. No 


Tr.r p»ru n of Dr. Lewis is somewhat of a mystery. Some writers refer to him 
i Dr Benjamin Lewis, but the only Benjamin Lewis this WTiter has been 
in Hmu te was dead by 1838. John B. Lewis, grandson of William Lewis. 
:<■ o- running the resort ut this period. Perhaps the B. is for Benjamin. 
■T H Perkins. Spring* of Virginia, reprinted in Biennial Report of the Depatr- 
r * A-> 'm e . anil History of West Virginia. 1940-1842, pp. 34-42. 

‘fbUt . p 41 

•WuJiAin Burke. The Virginia Mineral Spring*, p. 179. 

rt .nr respects the Sweet Springs hotel building resembles the buildings 
■i r 1 f .. rr*;!> -.f Virginia designed by Jefferson. For example, the columns. 

• • « • . u-.rrji other urchltecturul technicalities are the same in both 

•« f . f re+rtr ,hies in the finest detail an unldentltled sketch by Jefferson 

•« «t of the Alderman Library. Charlottesville. Virginia Members 

• 4 : c« , i report that the original plans for the building as drawn 

• ti-ic p. the poiirMlon of the Lewis family until about 1900 

* . - • . a \ a re a* lit is Hot known These plans were definitely labeled 

« b> Jefferson while the sketch In the Alderman 

: u j.-t Met.iffVMl. but la said by Jeffersonian experts to be lettered In 

r t.brU, Vm Lew Wile* U> Charles I Huhards. dated August 3. 1838 
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wonder, for the entire structure cost $60,000 and as late as 1 $ 5 0 
the guests were still eating in an unplastered dining room. 1 ' 

In the years immediately following the purchase of Sweet 
Springs by Oliver Beirne and his friends, the Springs enjoyed 
a greater reputation of grandeur and expansion than at any 
other time. On July 14, 1855, Beirne acquired an immense 
tract of land, near Gap Mills, known as the Lewis Place from 
his brother Andrew in acknowledgement of a debt Andrew 
owed. Apparently Andrew was never able to pay because the 
property stayed in the Oliver Beirne family for many years. 38 
Vast herds of horses from the Springs were wintered on the 
Lewis Place and returned to the Springs in the summer for use 
of guests during the busy season. 

During the Civil War the resort did not appear to operate, 
nor was Sweet Springs the scene of any important battles or 
raids. General Averell did go through Sweet Springs on his 
way to the Salem Raid, and he had intended to return the same 
way, but due to enemy action he returned by way of Coving¬ 
ton instead. 39 Aiso, following the Lynchburg Raid the Federal 
troops returned to Charleston, West Virginia, by way of New¬ 
castle, Sweet Springs, White Sulphur Springs, and Meadow 
Bluff. 40 Both expeditions caused the usual military depreda¬ 
tions on the valley of Sweet Springs, but miraculously the 
resort buildings themselves were not damaged. Lewis family 
traditions say that General Hunter gave orders for Lynnside, 
the Lewis home, and Sweet Springs to be destroyed, but Mrs. 
Lewis was able to persuade General Averell to place a guard 
at both places. 4 ’ 


II 


Post-Civil War Ownership 


Although the resort reopened shortly after the Civil War, 
patronage of the Springs was greatly reduced in some of the 
years following it. For instance, on July 27, 1885, there were 


• SE522 1 . Ur,1 7 r *' Tfia Springs oj Virginia, p. 151 

. W '" Cavalry Voh«c«r. 
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only seventeen guests at the Sweet. Beime may have been 
discouraged with his resort because on that date he offered it 
to the State of West Virginia for the proposed second hospital 
for the insane, which the legislature was expected to author¬ 
ize. The complete property was offered to the State for 
$250,000, about half of its original cost. 42 For some reason, 
perhaps through lack of funds, the State failed to authorize 
the proposed hospital. 

At the time of his death in 1888, Oliver Beirne was recog¬ 
nized as one of the richest men in West Virginia. Besides his 
vast holdings in West Virginia, which amounted to about 8,031 
acres. 43 he held land in Virginia and Louisiana. He probably 
paid more in taxes than all the rest of the community put 
together. The land book of 1886 shows that the Sweet Springs 
land was worth $75,000 and the total for the buildings and land 
was $83,568. This is the evaluation of the property for tax 
purposes and not the sale value of it. However, by 1892 the 
total evaluation of the land and the buildings decreased to 
only $75,200. Apparently the heirs to whom the property 
passed after Beirne’s death could not or did not desire to keep 
up the resort. It was kept open to the public during those years 
with the help of managers. 

The heirs to Beime’s property were his daughter, Nannie 
Van Ahlefeldt, and his grandchildren, the children of William 
Porcher Miles. Thus, all the property except Walnut Grove, 
*ne Beime home at Union, Monroe County, passed into the 
•.ands of the grandchildren. Mrs. Von Ahlefeldt got Walnut 
Grove Executors of the will were Hugh Caperton, W. G. 
Ca pert on, and William Porcher Miles, Beirne’s son-in-law. 44 

Or. January 14, 1895, the executors turned over the entire 
• to the heirs, the grandchildren. From that time forth 
'.h»* property wa gradually sold, including the Lewis Place 
old in 1922 to John and Grover G. Mitchell. Charles 
Y- Lynch. Lon Talbott, C. Thomas Sibold, and Sam A. Lynch. 4 

Or Dett'mbex 15, 1903, the property at Sweet Springs was 
'*'*'1 to tn«* Old Sw«-> t Springs Company headed by Charles C. 
Lew.s Jr. Thu Includ'd all personal property at the hotel and 
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the farming implements. With it went some land in Alleghany 
and Craig Counties, Virginia, including the stable at Alleghany 
Station. The whole purchase included some 1.218V!» acres of 
land and was to cost the company $35,000 plus interest." if 
the payments were not completed by December, 1913, the heirs 
could sell the property by law/ 7 

The records show' that Lewis was notified in July 1909, that 
he had not paid his corporation taxes for the year, and in 
August he was notified for a license for his golf club, both by 
the State of West Virginia. The club license was $15.00 and 
the taxes were $55.00 including a $5.00 penalty for not paying 
on time/ 8 

Charles C. Lewis, Jr., apparently said little or nothing to 
his father concerning his business dealings with Sweet Springs, 
for the elder Lewis was constantly writing letters that he knew' 
nothing of certain debts about the resort but that payment 
would be forthcoming. Oddly enough, the debts w’ere never 
specific. 


The deed of 1903 had stated that if the corporation contain¬ 
ing Charles C. Lewis, Jr., and others did not pay for the resort 
by 1913, the Beirne heirs would get the property back. Ap¬ 
parently the corporation did not meet their financial obliga¬ 
tions and the Beirne heirs repossessed it. On December 11, 
1916, Charles C. Lewis, Sr., brought suit against the Old Sweet 
Springs Company with William P. Miles, Jr., and others, the 
Beirne heirs, with W. M. LaFon (lawyer from Union, West 
Virginia) as special commissioner/’ On February 6, 1917, John 
D. Lewis bid in the resort for his father for $60,000 on which 
C. C. Lewis, Sr., made the final purchase April 20, 1917, when 
Lewis, Jr., went to Union and turned over the check to LaFon. 
Then Lewis, Jr., became president of the corporation. 


The following year C. C. Lewis, Sr., died, and his wife, 
Bettie, and the Kanawha Banking and Trust Company of 
Charleston sold the resort to their son, John D. Lewis. The sale 
ncluded the 1,218V 4 acres, including land in Craig and Alle¬ 
ghany Counties, Virginia. She also sold 570 acres on Cover 
-reek She also sold a stable situated in Alleghany Station on 
* f* 
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the Chesapeake and Ohio Railway in Alleghany County, to¬ 
gether with all of the rights previously held by the Old Sweet 
Springs Company in the lot on which the stable was located. 

All personal property of the resort was sold with it. 30 

From that year forth the resort changed hands even more 
rapidly than previously. In 1920, John D. Lewis sold 610 acres 
to C. H. Paxton for $69,727.60 in cash. Paxton got all personal 
property, real estate, and improvements on the property. Lewis 
reserved the right to cut and remove timber from the sold land 
to build stables and other buildings such as may have been 
needed by him for his tenant houses and other outbuildings. 
Apparently there were no buildings on the land which he kept. 
Lewis also reserved the right to move certain buildings which 
were located on the sold property. 5 ' 

After that sale the status of the resort became more and more 
vague. It was still operating for the season of 1924, for the 
Monroe Watchman reported: 

Old Sweet Springs, owned and operated by Chas. H. Paxton, 
an experienced hotel man, will open the middle of this month 
for the 1924 season. Mr. Paxton has had a force of men em¬ 
ployed for some weeks getting the building and grounds in 
order for the hundreds of expected guests. . . . Mr. Paxton is 
looking forward to a large number of guests during the summer 
months and it goes without saying that they will be well pro¬ 
vided for by the management. 55 

In December of the same year it was sold again, this time 
by Mrs. C. H. Paxton, apparently a widow, to W. E. E. Koepler, 
R. B. Parrish, C. O. Stahlman, and O. J. Wilson of BluefielcL 
and C. C. Morfit of Welch. A cash payment of $2,500 was made 
the time of the sale with a second payment of $17,500 to be 
made February 1, 1925. If the payment was not made, the 
uyers lost their right and forfeited the cash payment. A third 
-ayrr.'-nt of $20,000 was to be made April 1, 1925, with smaller 
payments to be made over a period of years until the resort was 
paid for There is no mention made of the actual selling price 
■i The buyers planned to sell $100,000 of stock to be sold at 
$115 per share and use the money to improve the property. 
A* usual, the owners planned a glorious future for it'* 
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Then the position of Sweet Springs for the next f ew yea 
became even more vague. About 1920, it was sold to SenatS 
N. B. Dial and others who never operated it. In fact, the resort 
closed as a hotel in either 1926 or 1928. Little can be said about 
it until August, 1938, when it was sold by Dial to D. M. Tayl 0r 
of Roanoke for $30,000. The sale was forced by the Finance 
Company of Roanoke, Inc., because of debts owed them by 
Dial and Company. 54 

On August 18, 1941, the Beckley Post-Herald carried the fol¬ 
lowing headline: “Old Sweet Springs Will Be State T. B. 
Sanitarium The State of West Virginia had bought the resort 
from Taylor for $150,000. A sum of $40,000 was paid in cash, 
and the remainder was paid by the following October. 55 The 
Post-Herald’s story gave the best description of the resort and 
the reasons for the State’s purchasing it: 

Negotiations in Charleston have been completed whereby 
the State of West Virginia takes over the historic Old Sweet 
Springs for a tuberculosis institution, relieving the over¬ 
crowded conditions in various state institutions. 


The Old Sweet, with an altitude of 2,125 feet and an avail¬ 
able acreage of 610 acres of valley land, and a housing capacity 
for 500 patients offers an ideal location for a tuberculosis hos¬ 
pital. The fact that immediate occupancy for a limited number 
of patients is possible is also in favor of Old Sweet, as is the 
fact that it has an abundant water supply from an artesian 
stream. 


The present owner and manager, D. M. Taylor of Roanoke, 
Virginia, has for some years been reclaiming the old resort, 
and making livable a large portion of the buildings. At present 
the ballroom building has about 75 modem sleeping rooms, 
each beautifully furnished and equipped with bath, eight 
cottages have already been completely renovated and are serv¬ 
ing guests; and the swimming pool stands ready for service 
with a 60 foot square pool of constantly flowing crystal water. 


Uit of Governor Neely and members of the State Board 
rol on last Saturday was very timely. The Old Sweet, 
i lu best, and opened for the Amt time since 1928. was 
ith a boat of week-end patrons, a fact that attested to 
»e In the governor's party were W S 
*. State Road Commissioner Ernest L 
future of West Virginia University; Dr, 


W, C 
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G . C. Robertson, Dr. C. F. McClintic, State Health Commis¬ 
sioner; Hon. Lon H. Talbott of Union and Senator H. S. Ellison 
of Union. 

On August 21, 1941, the Monroe Watchman speculated on the 
benefits the proposed sanitarium would bring to Monroe 
County: 

The people of this senatorial district, and of Monroe County 
in particular, should indeed be grateful to Senator H. S. Ellison 
for his devoted efforts to bring one of the state’s major institu¬ 
tions here—efforts that culminated successfully with the pur¬ 
chase by the state last week of the Old Sweet Springs prop¬ 
erty. . • • 

In this effort, which resulted so successfully, Senator Ellison 
was ably assisted by another state official, Honorable L. H. 
Talbott of the Road Commission. 

It is too early to predict what changes the creation of a large 
tubercular sanatorium at Sweet Springs will bring to life in 
Monroe County. Undoubtedly it is one of the biggest develop¬ 
ments here in the county’s history. 

The housing of some 500 to 700 patients at Sweet Springs, 
together with the staff necessary to care for them, will doubt¬ 
lessly mean the growth of a fair size town in that community 
in the course of a few years. Property values will rise, there 
will be an enlarged market for farm produce of many varieties, 
and numerous employment opportunities, both on new con¬ 
struction and in the permanent operation of the sanitarium, 
will be created. 

The agreement between the state and the resort’s owner, 
D. M. Taylor, provides for an outright purchase of $155,000, the 
proposed provision for a year’s lease having been eliminated. 
Mr. Taylor expects to give possession soon after September 1st, 
the leases on some of the cottages expiring on that date. All 
personal property at Old Sweet Springs passes to the state 
except the furnishings which Mr. Taylor has brought here for 
use in his own cottage, and the cattle being grazed on the farm. 

The facilities are being surveyed this week by the State 
Board of Control engineers preparatory to drawing up plans for 
si taxations. for renovation of some sections not ready for 
i*: rr.e<liate occupancy, and for the construction of a boiler 
t <***« from which steam will be piped to the various buildings 
for heating purposes. Final purchase by the state is now subject 
only to examination of the title and other legal details.'* 


Au*v«t tj. 1M1 also Monroe County Dead Book, VtU 

W itrTit ffivaa a complete description of Uva property tn- 
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It may be noted that there is a discrepancy of $5,000 betw^ 
the amount of money quoted in the Deed Book as being 
for the resort and what the Monroe Watchmen reports It 
be a typographical error. 

Unfortunately for the community, the operation of the 
Springs as a sanitarium was not successful There seems to be 
no official reason for this, but one might guess that the valle> 
in which the spring is located is much too damp for tubercular 
patients, or perhaps the reason was a lack of funds from which 
to run the two institutions for the same purpose At any rate, 
the state legislature ordered the institution closed ir 1943 

It was opened again in 1945 as a guest home for the old 
people of the State of West Virginia It is being used today in 
this capacity. It is called the Andrew Rowan Memorial Home 
after the man who carried the message to Garcia during the 
Spanish-Amencan War It was opened to its first guest m July, 
1945. In 1947 an appropriation by the legislature enabled some 
improvements to be made on the grounds and buildings, but 
the biggest aid came in 1949 when the Jefferaou Building was 
renovated. 

By the summer of 1952 there were about 400 guests tnere. Of 
these, approximately half had aid from the Departn 
Public Assistance, thirty percent were mildly senile, and eight¬ 
een percent came from the Welch or Fairmont Emergency 
Hospitals/' About two percent paid their way. As can be seen, 
most of the guests came to Sweet Springs through the Depart¬ 
ment of Public Assistance and were completely provided for 
by the State. 


Description of Old Sweet 

b ~,r w “ 

to house the guests The ~ ? / old courthouse was used 

was built in 1839 but the real ° teI <the Jefferson Building) 
OHver Beirne became the^0^^resort^ 

semi-circle of bu«5i^tffte 1 * ^ War ’ Was to make a 

......”■ " ,,h “* l » th «— 

0nia Board Of Control, 1948-1961. 
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U.re near the center of it. He built five brick cot, 

"'L-circIe eastward from the Jefferson Building * 

Central Building which he also built and which was a«u^ 
Ihe last structure to be erected. He had planned to build an' 
■her row of five cottages on the other side of the cl 
Building With a second great hotel completing the semi-ciml 
the Central Budding would have reaUy been the central 
structure of the semi-circle. Directly behind this building 
stood a brick building originally used as slave quarters but 
]a ter as bachelors’ quarters. 56 Beyer’s painting of Sweet 
Springs as published in 1857 gave a preview of Beirne's plan 
The Beyer picture of the Old Sweet showed the semi-circle 
completed. It could well be that the owner convinced Beyer 
that the plan was so far advanced that it would be best to show 
Sweet Springs as it would be in a few years. 59 The brick bath 
house, built some time during this same period, is a rather 
formal looking building about two hundred yards from the 
main hotel, of quadrangular shape, with two high towers. 
Graceful curved stairways led to upper rooms in these towers 
where the bath man and bath maid slept. Looking from the 
porch of the hotel, the ladies’ entrance was on the right and 
was made more exclusive by a boxwood hedge, and the gentle¬ 
men’s was on the left. A high brick wall divided the pool 
into two sections. 60 


As late as 1890 guests were thrilled by the beauty and gran¬ 
deur of the great hotel. Visitors, alighting from the stage, 
entered the west end of the hotel into a room covered with 
velvet carpeting and set with carved sofa and chairs. Draped 
damask hung from brass cornice. Up a few steps was a narrow 
corridor extending the entire length of the ground floor along 
which were shoe-shine parlors, barber shops, flunkies’ quarters, 
«nd the like. The bar, which adjoined a large game room, was 
brick paved, with arched brick columns, and two huge brick 
^replaces in which cord-length logs glowed constantly. Here 
were two very handsome billiard tables, comfortable 
and chairs for men only. 6 ’ 


<f«rm«rly Mm. C. C. Lewis. Jr.). Persunul 

h V/ r ‘ Virginia (unmimberod). , 

loS" M * Traynham In Work* Pro*r**« A<lmini»tratU>n 


interview. 

Collection. 
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A winding stairway (since removed) just outside the ladi^, 
reception (room in the corridor led to the next floor. The parl 0r 
dining room, and lobby, occupying the entire upper floor 
opened through deep hand-carved doorways onto the pillared 
porticos. 63 

Supper in the spacious dining room seating 1,000 was a 
stately affair. With great dignity the head waiter escorted 
one to his place. Crystal chandeliers and soft candlelight 
added charm to the diners. The balls, held in the grand ball¬ 
room, were supposed to be among the finest anywhere in the 
South. At least one visitor regarded the ballroom itself as one 
of the three largest and most beautiful in the Old South. 63 

Music for the balls was furnished by a string band which sat 
on a raised dais at the upper end of the ballroom. Directly in 
front of this sat the chaperone “whose approval or frown de¬ 
cided your social status.” 64 Long mirrors reflected the dancers. 
The crystal chandeliers were made for candles, but were later 
wired for electricity. 65 


Across the hall that led to the ballroom was a lovely recep¬ 
tion room, in the center of which stood a mahogany table. On 
this table was a generous-sized punch bowl from which the 
guests regaled themselves at intervals during the dance. 
Abutting this room was a wide veranda, sheltered only by 
swaying branches of age-old trees. 66 


The bedrooms were furnished with old English chintz cur¬ 
tains, and the spool beds were sheeted with linen; dressers 
matched the beds, and the rooms were lighted by candles in 
brass candlesticks or small glass lamps. 47 Each room also had a 
chest of drawers and a rocking-chair. 69 


z SKsasr ™ “• “«■« 
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“/bid 
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••The Old Sweet”—Among the many resorts in the moun¬ 
tains there is not a more pleasant or picturesque one than the 
famous “Old Sweet Springs.” It is here that the elite withdraw 
from the bustle and jar and surfeit of the metropolitan “White," 
while for the pure enjoyment of that quiet and repose which 
are so necessary in the recreation of tired or exhausted nature. 

The grounds, and waters, and baths at the Old Sweet are all 
famous, while the menus is [sic] celebrated for its excellence 
throughout the land. The scenery too is the most sublime in 
the entire range of the Blue Ridge. It is easy of access, being 
only ten miles of staging from Alleghany Station, on the 
Chesapeake and Ohio road, and the very best people are always 
sure to be met with at this resort. Thus speaks the Richmond 
Whig, and we think it is about right. 

Two years later, on July 7, the Border Watchman had this to 
say: 

This justly celebrated summer resort was opened the 15th 
ult., under the supervision of the prince of caterers, Capt. Jno. 

H. Freeman. “The Sweet,” in point of comfort and neatness in 
its appointments and arrangements, is equaled by few, and 
unsurpassed by none, of the various watering places. We are 
informed that there are now about fifty guests at “The Sweet.” 


Thus, the flow of guests might be somewhat reduced by the 
late war, but the glory of “The Old Sweet” continued to attract 
those who could affort the luxury of the place. Indeed, Sweet 
Springs must have been the most comfortable of the resorts, 
if we are to believe one writer who said that Sweet Springs 
was the only spring measuring up to comfort by Northern 
standards. 6 ’ 

Near the close of the season of 1877, one writer waxed some¬ 
what poetic when he wrote: 


Mr. Editor: ... I cannot but wonder what ecstatic delight 
his (Sarn'l Johnson) great soul would have felt during such a 
ride as I lost week enjoyed from Second Creek to the Sweet 
Springs and buck. . . . Dinner over, we paid a visit to the 
Springs. Mr. Beirne did not seem in the least excited over our 
(iUtinguiihcd presence. Nevertheless, we rolled on his ten-pin 
“ihy, udmired his beautiful place, and felt thankful for 
“ ,r "*n who cun devise and carry on a business that affords 
p!« i urr, employment, und profit to so many. Some forty sum- 
r »w«ltow« were still flitting about the grounds/ 0 


11 ^.1177. "A Weekly Journal " 
2« HIT? t-ettrr lo 


the 


Editor 


(Writer not 
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By the 1880’s most of the guests from the South came as far 
as Alleghany Station by train and were met there by the stage 
from the hotel. Good stage horses were required for the service 
and in 1881 Oliver Beime placed the following advertisement 
in the Border Watchman: 

Notice—I wish to purchase 12 good stage horses, 15 Vz to 16 
hands, of good action, kind to harness, from six to seven years 
old. for which I will pay a fair price in Cash, at the Sweet 
Springs, Monroe County, W. Va. 

There was no signature; one simply knew it was Oliver Beirne. 

The year following the purchase of Sweet Springs by the 
Lewises, an electric light system was installed in June by John 
L. Livers of Woodstock Virginia. Ed Zimmerman of Lewisburg 
was to be in charge of the plant. The system included not only 
the hotel but also the grounds and other buildings/ 1 Later 
that summer, a new steam laundry, complete with all attach¬ 
ments, was installed for the convenience of the guests/ 3 The 
first long distance telephone from Alleghany Station to Sweet 
Springs was built at the same time. Undoubtedly, both the 
addition of electricity and a new laundry was meant to be an 
added inducement to guests, both to encourage more guests to 
visit the resort and an attempt to keep those who came. It was 
already hinted that the spas were not as popular as they once 
had been. The reason for the somewhat sudden decline of the 
resorts has been discussed to and fro by the experts for the last 
half century. Some blame it on the automobile, some on the 
Civil War, and some on improved sanitary conditions in the 
cities during the malaria season. All of these conditions prob¬ 
ably had much to do with the decline of the spas. I do not 
believe that any one particular condition contributed com¬ 
pletely to the demise of the resorts. Times have changed. 
Thing* move faster, more people go more places, but few stay 
* ry long * l an y one “P 01 - The movies, and more recently 
, Z V !, providcd entrainment at home. Home is 
more comfortable even in the hot and humid summer. 

TjZZZt'™ W “' V ‘ r,{ln, * n, wert dominating the 
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The Old sweet Spring cloeed a moat successful 
io the middle of August the Richmond colony U *» 

numerous, but at that time the Influx of West mosl 

sQ gnat that Charlestonians carried off the palm w * s 

.,n<l alfio proved the most lavish entertainer^^ n ^mber 

Actually this notation is a little misleading. West Vir«, 
and near-by Virginians had dominated the scene ^ce"T 
Civil War. The few remaining hotel registers of that * ,3 
point up this fact. perM * 

The following summer the Sweet Springs Golf Club w 
formed. It was a small course—about nine holes-but thos^ 
who can remember say it was a good one. The stockholders 
were C. C. Lewis, Jr., W. D. Payne, J F. Bouchelle, Berkeley 
Minor, Jr., and C. A. Sullivan, all of Charleston. The capital 
stock was $1,000 and the corporation was to expire fifty years 
after the issuance of the certificate of corporation. The stock 
was divided into 500 shares with a par value of two dollars each 
The club had a cafe and sold supplies to its members.' 4 


The desperate effort to attract patrons continued well into 
the season of 1909. On July 13 of that year, C. C. Lewis, Sr., 
general manager of the resort, wrote to one F. Zerban Brown 
of Philadelphia—possibly an insurance man: 


There are 1825 acres in the whole tract, something like half 
of it under cultivation. 


The Grand Hotel is brick 263 feet long and 67 feet wide, 
dining room in same is 157 by 39 feet in the clear, ladies parlor 
and sitting room each 49 by 39 feet. Two ordinaries 55 by 12 
feet, besides kitchen, bakery, closets etc. on the first floor, 
with forty six rooms for guests and six water closets and 
toilet rooms each. In the basement there are numerous rooms 
for Pool, Billiards, Bar etc. Adjoining and connected is a large 
Ball Room with twenty six rooms for guests. 

The Central Building, brick contains seventy two rooms, 
three floors, with toilet and hot and cold baths on each floor for 
gentlemen and ladies. There are also five brick cottages con¬ 
taining eight to fourteen rooms each, total fifty six besides a 
number of frame cottages giving a total capacity of about 800 
gunt/ Also one large three story brick and frame building of 
“bout the same size for servants with toilets, built last year. 

bfrpicit.Uf, im! < condensed In "30 Years Ago" column. September 3. 
‘tf***** Deed Book. Vol 40. p. «li. July 10. 1907. 
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About $8000.00 was invested last year in beds, bedding, silver 
and queensware, kitchen ware, etc. besides a new Gas Machine 
costing over $1000.00, making a total of over $5000.00 expended 
in the place last year; all of which including livery and every¬ 
thing to be included in the One Hundred and Seventy Pi Ve 
Thousand Dollars. . . . 7S 

There seems to be no clear reason for this letter. Probably 
Lewis hoped to borrow money from Brown for improvements, 
or he might have been hoping to sell it to him. He might also 
have been interested in obtaining insurance on the resort. 
This letter seems to be the last description of the resort for 
many years. Because of the constant change of ownership and 
the rapid decline and final closing of the spa about 1928, D. M. 
Taylor found a staggering amount of repairs to be done when 
he purchased it in 1938. 

After extensive repairs to the resort, approximating $97,000, 
Taylor opened a tea room about 1940 or 1941. Facilities at that 
time included swimming, croquet, badminton, and a rough 
golf course. The alterations included replacing the old wooden 
porch of the Jefferson Building with concrete, a batty with each 
room, changing the pool from wood to concrete but leaving the 
floor gravel as that is where the water rises, and elaborate 
redecoration of the ballroom to be used for special Occasions. 
In the spring of 1942 the building and furnishings were valued 
by an insurance company at $67,000. 76 

The Monroe Watchman on July 3, 1941, announced the open¬ 
ing of the resort in the following manner: 

For the first time since 1928 the famous Old Sweet Springs 
is now open for the entertainment of overnight guests. For 
several years past the grill has been open each summer in the 
basement for serving meals, but sleeping quarters have not 
been available for visitors. 


fred Taylor, a son of D. M. Taylor, owner of the famous old 
W was serving as manager. In a brief announcement he 


£: rr num,wr 
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Sleeping quarters beautifully furnished with antique furrM 
ture. are available in the old ballroom building which has been 
divided into guest rooms, and In four cottages. Meals will be 
served in the grillroom, of which Mrs. Annie Rumbold Thomo 
son, » matron of Augusta Military Academy, Is manager 


None of the remainder of the main building Is open, however 
except the reception room, which has been cnUrely redecorated’. 
The floor of the great dining room has been smoothed and 
polished, and Mr. Taylor plans to use it for special occasions. 7 ' 


However, the opening of the resort for a social season must 
have been a failure or at least not a resounding success, for on 
August 18, 1941, the Beckley Post-Herald noted that the Old 
Sweet was to be sold. 


IV 

Social Life At Sweet SpringH 

In the early days, people visited the Sweet Springs for the 
ourpose of drinking the waters. However, it soon became ap¬ 
parent that there was more to visiting the springs than drink¬ 
ing the health-giving waters. For once one was there, what was 
to stop one from gambling, drinking liquors, cavorting about 
with one or more of the beautiful, if unhealthy damsels there, 
and generally making merry? 

The ample and tasty fare at the Sweet Springs, like the 
other spas, was one of the main recommendations of the place. 
Laurence Butler, in 1791, commented that he did not think the 
accommodations were as good at the Sweet Springs as at the 
Hotel de York in Paris (perhaps in jest), but that there was 
plenty of good eating.”' 8 There are no specific records as to 
the kind of foods served at Sweet Springs in those early days, 
but one can imagine that it was very much the same as that 
*rved at White Sulphur Springs and the other leading resorts. 

‘' './ « «-arly fall of 1794 there came to Sweet Springs one 
McHenry, u physician and personal friend of George 
An'.jW.iorj McHenry, also something of a geologist, took u 
fr • tw of moat of tho goings on at the Springs, and he left 
«r, *, client pi tu m■ of the eating hours of the guest! 

,1 April M. ITtl 


m Wm 
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Then comes breakfast about eight o’clock after having 
kept the appetite on the rack for an hour before. About eleven 
o'clock you review your potion of water (the first drink came 
nt seven in the morning); make little riding or walking excur¬ 
sions, visit Beaver Dam, or sit on benches or chat till three 
o’clock when everyone is anxious to hear a loud blow which 
is the summons to dinner. From six to eight o’clock there is a 
little more water drinking after which those who chuse [sic] 
coffee, tea, bread and milk or rye must eat supper, and in a 
general way thus begins, proceeds and closes the dismal occu¬ 
pations of the Sweet Springs/ 9 

This is an interesting comparison to the eating hours of the 
resort in the late nineteenth century. A list published in a petty 
ledger for guests dated 1872 states the dining hours as follows: 
Breakfast, 7 to 10 A.M.; Dinner, 2 to 4 P.M.; and Tea, 7 to 9 P.M. 
Children and servants were served at seven, one, and six. 
Guests having friends to dine were to notify the office before¬ 
hand and meals or lunches served in rooms, or taken from the 
table, were charged extra. It. was also noted that any inatten¬ 
tion of the servants would be promptly remedied if reported 
to the steward. 80 


The meals in the early days of the Springs probably were 
fairly simple. Breakfast may have consisted of meat, bread of 
some kind, probably hot, and a beverage. The big meal of the 
day consisted of several kinds of meat, such as venison, mut¬ 
ton, beef or pork, and whatever vegetables may have been in 


season at the time. It seems doubtful at this period that there 
was a farm solely devoted to the raising of vegetables for the 
guests. However, as the fame and prestige of the resort grew 
o did its menu. For one thing, a farm was instituted for the 
sole purpose of supplying the guests and the hotel employees 
•vith a plentiful supply of fresh vegetables such as only the 
mountains could produce in the hot summer weather. Rich 


i asm. and an almost complete lust of liquors added a final 

-. to the grandeur of spa ljving Wines an£) Qther j. g 

i'*' y a P art of the daily routine of living at the resort. 

J ri'. We 7,T"' " k, ‘ ,hc theologian, Archibald Alex- 

11,11 somr ,,f th *«• a** 

—f Jh!i r.; U , r <luri "K ,h " •arly days, but at 
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, ... me first time following the CivU War in 1868 , ^ 
f‘f liquors printed for the guests of that vear was 
"t. v one, since it was not likely that there was anvthh^ * 
; r „Ttho years before the war.- Wt 

Win* List 


L. Roederer, carte blanche -- 

Roederer imperial- 

Ruinart Pere & Fils, La Marechale 
Ruinart Pere & Fils, carte blanche 
Ruinart Pere & Fils, verzenay 

piper Heidsieck -- 

G. H. Mumm’s verzenay- 

Moet & Chandon verzenay ... 

Moet & Chandon green seal 

Bordeaux (red) 

St. Estephe- 

Medoc 

St. Julien, 1861 

St. Emilion- 

Chateau Leoville 

Chateau Larose - 

Chateau Margaux- 

Chateau Lafitte (white) 

Sauterne- 

Haut Barsac- 

Chateau Yquem-- 


Burgundy (red) 

Beaune _ 

Pommard_ 

Chambertin_ 

Romance_ 

GIos de Vougeot (white) 

Chablis_ 

Montrachet 


Qts. 

Pts. 

$4.50 
_5.00 

$2.50 

— 4.50 

2.50 

4.50 

2.50 

4.00 

2.50 

4.00 

2.50 

4.50 

2.50 

- 4.00 

2.50 

5.00 

3.00 

1.00 


1.50 


2.00 

1.50 

- 3.00 


2.00 


4.00 


_ 5.00 


5.00 


- 2.00 


6.00 


_ 2.00 


_ .... 3.00 


5.00 



Rhine wines 

Niereteiner 

Rudesheimer 


Hochheimer Berg 
Markobrunner Cabinet 
•SchloM Johannisbcrg 
sparkling Hock 
Sparkling Moasel 


5.00 


5.00 


3.50 

3.50 

3.50 

5.00 

6.00 

3.50 

3.50 


2.00 

2.00 


Iv! 1 *• found Drfkted to the back of w blotter for 1868 In 
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Sherry, Madeira & Port 



Harmony Pale-—-- 

- 2.50 
2.50 

1.50 

Imperial Amontillado _- 

3.50 
. 4.00 

2.06 


. 2.00 

1.50 

1.50 

Victoria Port .. 

_ 2.50 

Cordials 

Old Cognac .—.. 

. 5.00 


Old Jamaica Rum 

- 4.00 


Old Bluegrass Whiskey .. 

_ 2.50 


Ki»"‘:f'h wass# * r __ _ 

. 3.50 


Curacoa_ 

. 4.00 


Mflr?irhinn 

_ 3.00 


Anisette . ... 

3.50 



Malt Liquors 

Muir’s Scotch Ale 

Jeffries’ Ale _ 

Yonger’s Ale _ 

Bass’ Ale_ 

London Porter _ 

Guiness’ Porter _ 

Genuine Sellers Water 


- .50 

- .50 

- ''‘.50 

- .50 

- .50 

- .50 


The known records of Sweet Springs are few and far be¬ 
tween for the first fifty years of its operation. I have been able 
to locate only one record book for that entire period and that 
bears the date June, 1943. It is not by any means a complete 
record, but it does serve to remind us of the priced of some 
of the following items: 


Venison 
Butter _ 

Eggs 

1 Pheasant 

2 Turkeys 
Honey 

8 Ducks 


2Vfe cents pfcr lb. 
10 cents per lb. 

— 6 Vi cents per doz. 
13 cents whole 
$1.00 whole 


8 to 10 cents 
1.00 


rkf. varied Kor instance, in July venison sold fnr *i ♦ 
pound and in Aucust for 4 ' tnison s ° ld w cents 
«u m the hotel might have h h PCr po “ nd The "umber of 
<-•' IV more iSf toSj? “methtng to do with the 
*v "■<•»•-. beiauie there w | .‘' i thc "'""agement paid for 
P- -nonthTr August 

Th main course of meat was 
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ither a wild meat such as venison, turkey, pheasant, or local 
domesticated meats such as chicken and ducks.- Beef wasTl^o 
m£>rtant and near the turn of the century caviar was im- 
^rted- However, vague the records, the food itself must have 
Zen pretty good because at least one guest wrote that *‘We 
found an abundance of clean and good provisions, venison 
mutton, good bread and butter, and excellent milk; the pastry 
^as also good and abundant- 


Any indications of the costs of living at Sweet Springs are 
also vague. The amount of board and room one paid must have 
been set according to the amount of money or influence the 
guest could muster because some paid $1.72 per day, some $2.00 
per day, and some as low as $1.50 per day. One man even paid 
$1.50 for two days’ board! This price included meals and room. 
It is also possible that these prices varied because of the differ¬ 
ent types of rooms provided. In fact, the only set price at Sweet 
Springs seemed to be the bath. It remained 25 cents from the 
earliest records until the resort closed. The monthly bills 
varied, too. One woman paid $100 per month while another 
paid $150. Still a third paid only $50 for the same thirty-day 
period. 84 Some of the difference may also have been because of 
the size of the family in question. The guest books merely list 

“Mr._and family,” seldom mentioning the 

number in the family. Children, of course, cost half price in 
nearly everything. Servants also were half price. With all this 
variation in board it is interesting to note that in at least one 
jourhal the statement was made that board per day would be 
$3.00, per month $75, for more months $60 per month. 85 


Laundry in the early days and as late as the turn of the 
century was done by hand by the hotel help. It could be priced 
anywhere from 50 cents to $4.00. The cost of laundry varied, 
too. Sometimes it cost more to have one piece done than it did 
to do a whole laundry. This was probably due to the difficulty 
of it more than to the amount. 

The reaort was closed during the Civil War but reopened in 
1&G7. On September 4, 1867, General Robert E. Lee is quoted 

XvrtHUK Caah Hook. June to September. 1843. found tn the hotel at 
fcuh.hur Springe, Monroe County. ... Renters Col* 

, , t , -,haugh. excursion Throuph the Slave States. 

Journal, Jura SO to October fl, 1880 
* Kdper lof CJuesfs, 1171 
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mi having ft wuwhing done for .15 cents. This is probably tru* 
since he was known to have visited the Springs regularly f 0r 
a few years following the war. He made his headquarters at 
White Sulphur and toured the near-by springs at which he 
waw wined and dined. There is no record of his paying any 
board at Sweet Springs. He probably did not, since other Con¬ 
federate leaders who came to the Springs did not. Lee seemed 
to have been fond of Beaver Dam Falls, about four miles east 
of Sweet Springs, which he visited regularly and of which a 
young lady artist sent him a sketch."" 

From time to time the hotel made inventories of most of the 
I term used for the convenience of the guests. However, no 
existing list In complete. The information does give one an 
idea of what the hotel had. A Blotter for the year 1868 lists 
the number of chairs in the hotel as 1,692 and broke them down 
into the following kinds: 


Split 965 

Windier ...... 353 

Cain |nlc| 32( ) 

Cushioned 34 


An account book for 1871 gives the hotel credit for the follow¬ 
ing items: 


Tea spoons 

Table spoons 

Marge and small knives 
Forks 

Salt Spoons 
Sugar Spoons 
Sugar tongs 
Sugar bowls 
Mutter knives 
Mustard spoons 
Svrup pitchers 
Cream pitchers 


Cup# and saucers 
I Male# and dishes of 

China candlestick* 
Hunt twin 
Uoblats 
|r ln#»r bowls 


assorted sixes 





28 

18 

47 

30 

8 

1 

2 
2 

4 

5 
3 
3 

18 

157 

3 

1 

32 

6 

Msec* I. 
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,ld not possibly have been a complete list of the hotel 
This coiu sjnce any ,-esort the size of Sweet Springs is bound 
lable ' V more than 18 cups and saucers or 30 forks. However 
w h* v ® „re inventory of 1909 is more complete and even adds 

q tablew^ 


napkins 

wTchen hand towels 
Ne w dish towels 
Glass towels 


200 

- 50 

- 35 

- 25 

- 24 


It 


also offers a list of all the new silver in the resort: 


Knives 

Forks .—— 

Table spoons -- 

Teaspoons- 

Ice teaspoons- 

Sugar spoons - 

After dinner spoons 

Sugar tongs - 

Fruit knives- 

Nut picks- 

Nut crackers- 

Butter knives- 


16 doz. 

15 doz. and 6 
18 doz. and 8 
29 doz. 

7 doz. 

2 doz. and 7 

3 doz. and 1 
2 doz. 

2 doz. and 9 
2 doz. and 9 
2 doz. and 2 
5 


A list of old silver included 105 forks, 53 knives, 74 tablespoons, 
5 teaspoons, 7 butter knives, 3 nut crackers, and 12 dozen un¬ 
used new cheap silver teaspoons. 07 

Likewise, an inventory of the Ladies’ Bathhouse would seem 
to be incomplete since it lists only 13 looking glasses, 2 glass 
tumblers, 29 reams of water closet paper, 1 broom, and 1 
bucket. 4! A survey of the Gentlemen’s Bathhouse produced 
almost the same results with the addition of 6 combs and 5 hair¬ 
brushes. The most plausible explanation for this incomplete¬ 
ness would be that the guests preferred to carry their own 
paraphernalia. 


The children either had a dining room of their own, or a por- 
•‘On of the large dining room was designated for them, because 
in inventory of the same year 1909 lists the following items 
• ; und in “closet in Children’s Dining Room.” 

bttttof SX 

Swear bowl* 49 

JUfUUf. mo I MO i The** books usually carry mors than one 
--it i l,i mi 
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Small hand trays 
Large butler’s trays 

Crumb pans- 

Racks - 

Tables -— 

Chairs-- 

Finger bowls- 

Pepper - 

Oil and vinegar — 

Water glasses- 

Ice tea glasses- 

Crumb knives- 

Vases about- 

Crumb brushes - 

Salt cruets - 

Ice bowls- 

Hair brooms- 

There were 100 slips, 100 sheets, and 100 towels bought in 
1907 for the hotel. At the same time they bought from Miller 
and Rhoads in Richmond 18 gray blankets, 2 bolts of toweling 
for glasses, and 3 pieces of unbleached linen. 89 

The employees were paid various amounts with the cook and 
the bartender commanding the best salaries. The cook received 
$248 for three months and three days while the bartender re¬ 
ceived $145 for two months and twenty-seven days. The lowest 
was the parlor maid who received $33 for three months and 
nine days. They were permitted to take their wages out in 
merchandise at the hotel, and many of them never received any 
cash at all because they spent it before they got it. 90 One of 
the most interesting stories told during the late 1880’s and 
1890’s concerns a Negro caterer and bartender, John Dabney. 
It seems that he made the best mint juleps to be found any 
place in the South and had a cup given him by the Prince of 
A ales to prove it. This same man also was in the process of 
buying himself free when the Civil War broke out. When the 
war was over he refused to admit his freedom until he had sent 
* wagon load of household goods and food to his former 
W for ,he remainder of his freedom." He never 
permitted anyone to see his cooking operations.” 


-- 17 

-- 24 

-- 19 

-- 24 

- 34 

-160 

-24 

- 50 

-17 

- 15 doz. 

-2 doz. 

_12 

_32 

_19 

. 50 

_2 

_ 2 
























T 


History of Sweet Springs 


263 


e period it was reported that one to two 
Dgf ing the f ?! ee years old were killed each week and fifteen 
, vt * under „ per week for the plates of the guests at the 
twenty sh&r l vas do ne by wood on six fire ranges. The 
ILrt. Co ° tits own ice. There were apparently five ice 
> 4 l fL P on top of the ground and four that were in the 

^ un • alwa ys a great deal of baking done at the resort 
There was inventory, no matter how incomplete, listed 
and >"' arl - v f. Knvdered. granulated, and brown sugar. All sorts 
applet raisins, lemons, cherries, and others 
of friiits sU foun d there. Also extracts, coconut, flour, and all 
ingredients that go into baking. During the peak 
:he f resort visiting before the Civil War the Old Sweet 
st to as many as 3,000 guests at one time. Of course, 
?1S> ma nv people were able to come after the war, but those 
”hocould responded to the advertisements in the papers. On 
t 05 .1876. Oliver Beirne paid by check the grand sum of 
< 151 . 40 " for advertising in seven different newspapers. They 
u-ere the Charleston News and Courier , Savannah News, Cin¬ 
cinnati Gazette. Richmond Enquirer, Richmond Whig, Norfolk 
Virginian, and the Richmond DispatchV* There was also much 
advertising in the very late stages of the resort’s operations. 
In 1923 a list gives at least ten advertising media: The Daily 
Stirs and Advance, Lynchburg; a display advertisement in a 
Veu- Orleans newspaper; The News-Leader, Richmond; Daily 
Gazette Company, Charleston; Huntington Herald Company; 

Roanoke: Globe-Democrat, St. Louis; Virginia and Pilot 
Publishing Company; Where to Go Bureau, Inc., Boston, and 
* Txn ics, Washington. In June of that year 2,000 pamphlets 
twelve pages each were bought for $84 for distribution to 


did the guest* do for amusement? In the beginning 
- liuitbe ides eating and drinking, card playing, and 
-ancmg. At least one early guest complained that none 
' •‘aorta afforded him any Joy 

* ****** Wf Boot [amusement*} hare unless card 
** ** *’’*•** Uertxj of this clan. I have heard of an as- 
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sembly it is true, but dancing to no muse or bad music c *n 
hardly be called an amusement. One may occupy themsei Ves 
however in various ways. First in drinking the water. and 
next in riding or walking to get good (?) of it. 


This gentleman may have been disgruntled because his family 
was not with him, as he constantly reminded his wife in ^ 
letters that nothing afforded him joy if she was not with him. 


However, another gentleman of a few years earlier wrote to 
a friend that: 


... We had a good deal of Genteel Company from the dif¬ 
ferent parts of the Continent and some from the West Indies. 
(Considering how far it lies in amongst the mountains) we had 
a regular ball every week, besides Tea parties. Our accom¬ 
modations I can’t say was so good as we had at Hotel de York 
in Paris, as there was only one Inn. and upwards of Two 
hundred people besides the servants to accommodate, tho’ I 
can’t say but we had plenty of good Eating, notwithstanding 
we had great appetites which the waters Created . 97 


But even James McHenry admitted that the food was good 
and accomodations were not bad. He mentioned that the men 
dined at the common table in the dining room while the ladies 
took their meals in their huts or rooms. McHenry must have 
had a strong sense of humor because he mentioned the sermon 
of a preacher against dancing and card playing and then told 
how the men rushed out to the gaming table after church, and 
the ladies chose their partners. In the meantime, the only fid¬ 
dler at the resort had been converted to Methodism. That had 
a considerable deadening effect on the assemblies at Sweet 
Springs. 


In one of these letters to his wife. McHenry regaled her with 
tales of inscriptions and initials he found on the cabin walls, 
doors, and chairs. He did not mention any by name, but they 
were names of former occupants of the cabins and the dates 
of their arrival and departure. Some were carved “in Roman 
and some in Italien [sic] characters with much apparent labour 
feared‘ ngenuity " Hc “id he knew some of them but 
™ gr ° UP 7 uld be lost Posterity because the 

ToZt deCSy ? tha ‘- h ' did -> 

written another guest wroteTIlm'T.^ ab ° Ve letters were 
— — 8 te n almost the same words: 

10 *** Au fu*t ITM 

^****^™** r Am Him. iTtt 
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r „ accommodations here for two hundred persons- 
.fhcrc * roV ided with cabins of two, three or four rooms 
are ? individua is with loghouses, roomy or crowded. 

*.jth /urnl f th 'e increase of the company, and all that are able 
according *° ^ tabl6t to a plentiful breakfast, dinner and 

tneei there is little appearance of ill health or want 

s ' ip>per, me in the majority. Wine is seldom introduced; music 
of g frequently crown the evening, and cards are re- 

a nd d»nc ng many more to pass time than through a spirit 
sorted to, althQUgh there are professed gamblers, at this place, 
of gaming. ^ a pharo Bank, but must starve for want of 
W b° h ^ ess they mee t more encouragement than the present 
trade ’ drinking folks seem incUned to give them. We have 
C hurch nor clergyman within miles, but have been 
n<Uthe e d this day, Sunday, with a sermon by one of our party, 
faV0 ^rnoosition was plain, correct and well delivered, and the 
audience attentive and apparently edified.” 

ter from the same man: “The charge for boarding is seven 
^llars per week, and half a dollar per day for each horse; that 
d extravagantly high for the latter, as hay, oats, and corn are 
rLnarkably low.” Again, . . and you may frequently purchase 
venison at one cent, beef and mutton at three cents, per lb. 
and chickens at six cents per pair: of fish the supply is small 

ttlOO 

The kind of amusements one enjoyed probably was due to 
what the patient had come to the Springs for—some came as 
invalids, some as socialites, and some as nurses for the in¬ 
valids. Of this latter group one person wrote: “This is about 
one of the dullest places I ever was in. The first two days we 
spent here I felt perfectly homesick.” 101 She was pleased to 
admit, however, that she was getting used to it and was glad 
to see that “Pa” was getting better. Then she deplored the 
circumstances which send poor invalids to ‘these confortless 
:pas. M ‘” In fact, it seems that poor Miss Van Lew’s only source 
! entertainment was the fleas which she attempted to extermi- 
••at* aa they could be seen “in great glee jumping about the 
for in a style that seemed to set human nature in defiance.”' 03 

One thing all the spus had in common was lack of space, 
complained about cramped living quarters, but worse 

r tt ^ 1 **i‘ * Tour Through Part of Virginia in thr Swnmor of 180®. 
•;u« • : *» i«U*i io Chart** 1 Htchards. Au«u»t. l«»- 
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than that were the conditions in the dining room. Mark p enci . 
a celebrated writer of his day, wrote: 

We made our first appearance at dinner, where over tw 0 
hundred persons were struggling for elbow room at two tables 
only large enough for half that number. We were so fortunate 
as to be seated near a celebrated caterer, who having a dozen 
servants in his pay, he was liberal enough to supply all his 
friends in his vicinity. ... We had air during dinner, from the 
many fans suspended above, and which were kept constantly 
in motion. 104 

Guests often complained when they had to stay at the Red 
Sweet (now Sweet Chalybeate) about one mile east of Sweet 
Springs. The resort for all its pretensions and new buildings 
still did not have enough room. In 1859 there were 2,752 guests 
divided among the three months of the season with the bulk of 
them coming in late July and August. The season officially 
opened June 15 and closed about September 20. There were 
always a few stragglers until the first of October. 


Sweet Springs did not lose much of its popularity until the 
1920’s. However, the beginning of Old Sweet’s decline came 
much earlier. The Civil War devastated the entire South and 
made sojourns to the spas impossible. The only people left to 
visit were a few local people who could count on receiving cut 
rates at the springs anyway and wealthy Northerners who 
wanted something new to do. These people kept the Springs 
alive for a number of years. In fact, as late as 1920 there were 
more than 650 guests. But the decline was sharp after 1920. 


There were dances, picnics, riding and driving, and bowling. 
In the late period of the resort there was even a golf course 
in hopes of reviving the waning spirit of the spas. Of course, 
there was always bathing and drinking. I have already discus- 
;.ed this pleasure in the early period, but the heyday and the 
decline of the era marked much more of it than the beginning 
era had etrer dreamed of. There are no records of the period 
r Zl ,h e ar ' bUt if thc P eiiod following it is any ex- 

5 ^,“ le “ l big dance a week and several 
k “ SCaS ?, n - Son,e of these were called the 

putTeh Lr h u e pTd SS1^°" 

11 «■ -I cm. tor Mark 

Interview, July, ipftj 
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Th< l 83 ^ine at eleven a band of eleven members 

o^ore, every t frtaimnent of guests strolling about the lawn. 

i° T the ent s repeated at two-thirty and six o’clock. The 
£H*xne an at eight-thirty. The musicians must have 

, Ounces 


d ' vaS 


likely 

good 


to strike up at any hour, and eleven 
t time as any to the resort managers. 


dances « 

e ' eP fraed their pay- 

eA . u an d tennis became popular- during the last 
The bowling e ntury. The two bowling alleys, location un- 
part oi the laS ^vered with zigzag lattice work for walls and 

certain. * ere 
f »or 

^ d driving were popular, too. The women carried 

giding an late in the afternoon. It was sensible not 

pgrasols whi e ^ eat of the day. It was bad for the complexion 
to g° out ^es-and-cream Virginia belles. It did the health no 
of the because of the strong possibility of sunstroke. Rid- 
elt g 00 d exercise if taken moderately and, of course, in a 
in g wasg^ ^ the women . Divided skii-ts were long in coming 
^ this beautiful valley. The most athletic sometimes under- 
int k to ride to White Sulphur and back the next day.' 06 Where 
id they ride and drive? Mostly to Beaver Dam Falls, a favorite 
picnic area about four miles from Sweet Springs. Some might 
venture toward Gap Mills and the Lewis Place where the hors¬ 
es were quartered during the winter. Mr. S. C. Craig tells of his 
enjoyment at seeing the horses running down the road in the 
spring after wintering in the stables of the Lewis Place about 
fourteen miles west of Sweet Springs. The prices of horses and 
vehicles were like all others at Sweet Springs—unstable. Sad¬ 
dle horses usually were $1.50 an hour, but a carriage or cart 
could be from fifty cents to $2.00 for an undetermined time. 


The guest list at Sweet Springs probably included many im¬ 
portant and well-known persons. There are no records left to 
' cate exactly who they were, but in all probability the same 
•mportant personages who visited the other spas came to Sweet 
vy r?. These included President Martin Van Buren, Presi- 
John Tyler, Henry Clay, the Bonaparte family, and others 
^ We C4n on ^- v gtJfcss- Following the Civil War many 
_ -Merite leaden, particularly the military, visited 

CaraJha *_ . 

\*** r * r * MO *J Interview. June, ltt&r 
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^ Mt Springs. Of course, they were never charged. Aata,. 
these distinguished guests were Generals Robert E. Lee, Joh « 
Echols P G. T. Beauregard, and members of the Robert Toombs 
family’ Andrew S. Rowan, a native of Union, made a dashing 
swain among the belles as he danced and capered in the dash, 
ing manner of a West Pointer. All the distinguished Monroe 
Countians, such as the Capertons, Beirnes, Porcher Miles, and 
others came to the resort as the days became better. 

After the Civil War sports at the Sweet Springs became 
more varied. In the old days one had pretty much contented 
himself with riding and dancing, but the last half of the century 
presented a much more active picture. The old sports were con¬ 
tinued and to them were added organized play such as track 
meets, including the high jump, broad jump, hurdle race, 110- 
yard dash, and throwing the hammer.’ 09 Right after the turn 
of the century a golf course was added to entice the guests. 
Tennis became popular. 

But even the new improvements failed to keep the interest 
of a faster moving population, and by the end of World War I 
the days of the resorts were drawing rapidly to a close. 

z Sweets Springs Account Book, given by D. M. Taylor of Roanoke. Virginia, to 

the Lniversity of Virginia. Reference for August. 1886. 



SOME ADDED THOUGHTS ON DENMAR COLORED SANITOR1UM 
•' I, Winfield K. Davis started work at Denmar Sanatorium in 1929, under 
the administration of Dr B. Crichlow. My position was in building maintenance. [ 
At the end of several months I was transferred to work with the electrical 
company contracted to change the Denmar electrical system from direct 
current to alternating current. When this was accomplished, 1 returned to 
Denmar Hospital maintenance, upgraded to Maintenance Supervisor, responsible 
for the building repairs and alterations, the distribution of the maintenance 
budget, the hiring of maintenance personnel and the overall direction of the 
operations and maintenance of the entire hospital complex. 

The write up of July 28, 1983 was very good, a few errors are evident. 

I would grade the article at least a C+. 

I arrived at Denmar in 1929. ten years after the institution was opened 
and worked through August 1957* The Superintendent was Dr. B. A. Crichlow, 
his assistant was Dr. Hayden, both from Charleston. The theory of treatment 
then was rest, food and fresh air. 

The lumber company's boarding house had been converted into a 2\ story 
main hospital building. The ground floor housed the kitchen, patient dining 
room and two office rooms. The seriously ill patients occupied the second 
and half story attic floors. Added to this building on the south side were 
sleeping quarters for patients. There was an axcavation made under the 
building to accommodate a large cast iron sectional boiler and brick chimney. 

The row of five room cottages was converted into patient quarters by 
connecting two with sleeping porches between. The cottages were used for 
lounging and dressing purposes. All patients slept on the porches with 
large windows that most of the time remained open. The patients were covered 
with r.eavy woolen blankets for warmth. In this row were two female cottages 
ar.a two, matron supervised cottages for children. 

dp from the cottage row was a small building used by the lumber company 
so u church. Later use was as u school. The main road into and through the 



grounds to the railroad was lined on both sides with company housing. The 
Tirst house at the end facing the railroad was Assistant Superintendent 
residence. On the north side of this home was a cottage used as a nurses 
home. Other cottages were converted into quarters for male patients with 
the accommodating sleeping areas added. The farm supervisor had a cottage. 

I used the first cottage at the entrance gate as my residence. 

The third row of cottages, one was used by Clarence Smith, undertaker, 
who had the contract for embalming the deceased of the institution. Two 
buildings were used for general storage and two as Huttonsville trustee 
inmate quarters. The first dairy facility set back in a field toward Beard 
on the second level. 

Directly across the road from the assistant superintendent's home was a 
mule bam. In those days mules were used for farming. One huge team was 
purchased from the contractors who were grading the road bed for U 3 219 
through our county. 

The configuration of the land of Denmar consists of three levels. The 
first level is the site of the present hospital, second level was the site of 
the original hospital, the third level was the site of a storage building, 
railroad depot, post office and the fertile fields across the railroad tracks. 

IJ.e old ice house mentioned in the previous article remained in use until 1931* 

The first mechanical refrigeration was installed through Harry Cochran, 

-r.-j wan in charge of the Monongalia Power Company. It was a walk-in type, 

35° cooler system. 

The portion left of the old mill building was used to store hay and straw 
for the dairy area and hog pen bedding. Later the mules were replaced by 
far*-A)l tractors with steel wheels and cleats for traction. 

Tr>«» .tat* purchased a pedigree Holstein bull to service the dairy herd. 

* rood t.iood lino of cattle assured the maintenance of Class A stock and 
reliable dairy products. The dniry line began to enlarge necessitating the 
forty foot «>toimi on to tho dairy building. It consisted of extra milking 





stalls, two large bull stanchions and a huge silo. The next addition to the -* 

dairy was a pasteurizing and bottling plant. With an upright higher pressure 
boiler to power the pasteurizing, homogenizing and bottle washing equipment 
I believe it is correct to say this was the first pasteurization plant in 
Pocahontas County. Zed Smith operated a large dairy and delivered milk to 
the City of Narlinton and the surrounding area at the time the equipment was 
installed at Denmar. His milk, 1 believe, was unpasteurized. Along with the 
pasteurizing equipment was installed a large walk-in cooler to maintain the 
milk after processing. Also in the area was installed the first deep freeze 
for storing meat and perishable items. The third major addition to the dairy 
complex, of my design was a large lofting and roughage feeding stall area, 
utilized after milkings. 

In the late 1930's during the PWA and WPA Administration we went to 
battle for a new sanitarium building. The main people a Denmar to help 
accomplish this feat were Dr. S. Bampfield, Superintendent, Mr R. J. Roane, 
Financial Secretary and W. K. Davis O&M Engineer, along with J. Burdette and 
Col. White of the State Board of Control. After going through the legislative 
process, it was finally decided to match the Federal Government grant with 
State funds to construct the first unit. The building designed to be of three 
sections, a 300 bed capacity hospital. The first section housed 100 patients 
with the center portion of the fourth floor used as nurses quarters and extende 
from each side of this center section were patient sundecks. The basement 
level housed the kitchen and personnel dining room, a small room with a 
distillery for processing sterile water and a large hall which was the rear 
entrance to the building. This entrance was the most used as the building 
faced the Greenbrier River and the access road passed to the rear of the 
building. There was a large room intended to be used as a laundry which was 
split into three sections. One section was used as a commissary for sundry 
items sold to the patients. This was operated in partnership between Eva 
Gmlth, House Preceptress and WK Davis. This store gave 50 ‘A of the profits to 
» fund for needy patients enabling them to purchase necessary items not 





^•ovldod by the hospital. We operated the store for many years until fcrs. Smif 
left th facility and 1 continued the operation until 195?. The second room 
ho used the main electrical panels and some storage. The rest of the area 
(largest part) was used by patients and staff for religious services and social 
functions. There were two bedrooms at each end of the floor used by maids. 

The sub-basement housed the central power plant. Equipped with two low 
pressure boilers of 15 lb pressure rating. At a later date a fumance was 
installed in the area with a shaft extending to the third floor with openings 
on each floor utilized to rid the floors of burnable, disposible refuse. The 
sub-basement was equipped with a grated air vent which was not satisfactory, 
it did not eliminate the hasaardest conditions to the furnace firemen. This 
prating was replaced with a thirty inch diameter steel tubular unit running 
the full height of the building for a good draft to get rid of the gases 
created by the coal fired boiler. A unit was also installed to attempt to 
reduce the spread of fly ash over the buildings and grounds. After this unit 
was installed we found it interferred with the efficiency of the boilers he 
baffles in the unit were removed so the flu would continue its natural draft, 
gater boilers were equipped with stoKers including the feeding worm 

extending from the coal bin to the furnace. 

The next major improvement in buildings was the addition of a nurse 
home the west of the main building. The co-desi,er was mary Truss avis. 
Supervisor of nurses, included in the “ — ~ ~ 
apartment for the head nurse. Later a compa ^ q^ ^ ^ ^ buUding . The 

this unit. A large recreation area was ^ ^ ^ a central ba ll 

uurses rooms extended the eng ^ ^ cottages wert built beyond the 

with rooms on each side. financial secretary. These I 

nurses building to house the superintendent and the m»c 

with the nurses building were heated by steam from _ rUl . 

The second phase of buildings were construe j. utilising 

A two story building with rooms for per- 


of will cottag*Be 




coM ,o„ bath on each floor, a three room apartment with bath was c , 
*'***■ This building was heated with a ooal burning oast iron Tur J ^ 
d there was a furnace fired hot water tank. 

A road was built of crushed rock running off the main road between the 
superintendent and finance secretary's quarters. 

A mule bam was also built from salvage materials. There was a hog lot 
built beside the mule bam and a small cutting and curing building for 
processing meat. 


Across from these buildings was built a four room with bath residence 
for the farm supervisor. Heat and hot water were generated from a basement 
furnace. Beyond these facilities was the cemetary on the State land adjacent 
to Beard land. 

The laundry for years was contracted out to laundries in Ronceverte and 
Elkins. The next building phase done, with prison labor, was a fully equipped 
laundry especially for laundering the hospital items. The installed equipment 
included the latest American Laundry Machine products, consisting of two tubs, 
a medium sized extractor, a two person flat work ironer and four steam 
operated presses. All powered by a 20 horsepower upright high pressure steam 
boiler. This building had an attic and an end storage room. Later a twenty 
foot extension was added equipped with Hoffman Laundry and Dry Cleaning 
products, purchased from the U S Surplus store at Dunbar. 

The personnel quarters were moved farther down in order to utilize the 
area for a one story building to house male personnel. This building was U 
shaped with the right wing converted into two apartments for doctors and the 
dietition. The balance of the building was used by personnel. A small 
mechanical room was under the left wing into which, extended from the main 
tuilding, were heat ducts. Beside the male building, also constructed out of 
salvaged lumber, was erected a recreation building. 

Another major accomplishment was the building of a new water system, 

• 1 ii»matlng deep wells, to use modem filtering and treatment plant 




r t* e water su PP 1 y pumped from the Greenbrier River. PH tests were made 
f daily at the main hospital building to assure/purity and safety. \ six inch 
cas t iron pipe with mechanical joints was laih from the treatment plant to a 
t50.000 gallon steel water storage tank that was placed high enough to assure 
adequate gravity pressure to the hospital complex and high pressure fire 
hydrants. Next was constructed West Virginia"s first sewage lagoon to have 
the most modem sewage treatment system. 

A vehicle, garage and mechanical shop was built next to thelaundry facility 

All of the complex roadbeds including the circular driveway in the rear 
of the Inain.'.building, the large parking areas and parking areas for various 
other buildings were constructed of crushed rocks from the Greenbrier River 
utilizing prison trustee labor. 

In the early 1950's the second 100 bed, three story high wing of the 
hospital building was erected, including a half basement. The basement 
housed a record storage room, building mechanical shop, two diesel engine 
powered emergency electrical generators, an autopsy roc*, a two body 
refrigerated vault and some general short time storage, in open spaces. A few 
months after the completion of this wing I supervised the excavating under 
the remainder of the building. This done with hand labor in such a manner 
the structural soundness of the building was not weakened. This portion of 
the basement was used for staple food storage and included a large freezer 
for perishable food storage. 

We also revamped the medical operating facility replacing the old X-ray 
machine with the latest X-ray equipment. The old X-ray machine was 
dismantled and reworked into a fluoroscope. Replaced the low pressure 
autoclave with a modern high pressure five minute sterilizing unit. 

All things did not emerge without some setbacks. This is a case in point 
■lUfi. the planning and denifyiing of the second wing was in progress, I as the 
r.<>•.(,lt*l complex operations and maintenance supervisor requested a high 
pi'*-!! <i<- boiler bo Installed for this wing. The boiler was not installed 
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or during tho erection of the wing w 
du « out of the driveway i n order t * 3113 ^ % ° ** ° Pened ^ 

p-basement of the main wing t+ 311 thlS thlrd boile r in the 

/l -eUverec, The [onttlc „ ~ ~ tallK haa 

wbab U called for on «• was u 

the boiler, resealed the walls ™ Called 

h , . U refl m=''ed the driveway. After a lon K 

elay hassl lng with the State building and contract engines. once acre 

s were opened, the driveway tom up, the low pressure boiler remov.,, 
pressure boiler installed, the walls and driveway returned to the 
'ginal otate. The end result was the State had to pay out an additional 
w-5.000 dollars because some one did not heed the request of the operations 
and maintenance supervisor. The new equipment in the new wing was high 
pressure equipment and it would take a high pressure boiler to operate it. 

It may seem this article rambles and returns, not really, the 
accomplishments listed are chronological, having been completed in the span 
of 2* years. During my tenure at Denmar many things were accomplished. The 
installation of safety and security alarm systems, inner office and floor 


communication systems, ice making machines on the floors and in the kitchen 
areas, moved laboratory to the basement of the second wing. Numerous other 
installations and improvements were made. The third wing of the main 
hospital building has never been added. 

Portions of the new construction, changing a lumber company's logging 
camp and lumber mill into a hospital complex was accomplished under my 
r: ipcrvision by contractors, maintenance personnel, and prison trustee labo: 
The hospital staff personnel were all highly qualified for their positions 
iUid very supportive of suggestions for changes, additions or deletions 
proj-o'-.i'd by me to make the hospital's operation run as smoothly as possibl 


!y tenure ended in August 1957* 
A infield K. Uavln 
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The third row of cot¬ 
tage*. one was used by 
Clarence Smith, undertak¬ 
er. who had tho contract for 
embalming the deceased of 
the institution. Two build¬ 
ings were used for general 
storage and two as Hut- 
tonsville trustee inmate 
quarters. The first dairy 
facility set back in o field 
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Fund for needy patient* 
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ninny yesrs until Mrs. 
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and staff for religious serv¬ 
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The West Virginia Deo 
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ing religious banners. 
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be presented Sept 30 • Oct 
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Eggers, a former artist fo 
Vogue Patterns, who n 
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eliminate the hazardous 
conditions to the furnace 
firemen. This grating was 
replaced with a thirty inch 
diameter steel tubular unit 
running the full height of 
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My tenure ended in 
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mechanical joints was laid 
from the treatment plant to 
a 160,000 gallon steel water 
storage tank that was plac¬ 
ed high enough to assure 
adequate gravity pressure 
to the hospital complex and 
high pressure fire - 
hydrants. Next was con- Auguat ’ winfinld K Davis 
structed West Virginia’s Winfield K. Davis 

first sewage lagoon to have ' Car Caie Maintenance 

the most modem sewage <rjj e fuel and Energy to dtoeua. tb« ««uh» « 

treatment system. 0ffico of the Governor's ih. wart. w«r treat™* 

A vehicle garage and offico of E conom i c and pluming that h*. b*w tapro*- 
mechamcal shop were built Community Development is Iv^lf^Ui, 

next to the laundry facihty. offering a set of 26 Answer 


PUBUC MEETING 
TOWN OP HILLSBORO 
Th« Town of Hill»boro wUl hole 
i public railing foe all *-- 
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Vi ' th* mi of »r*rr*l 
rrorhr I • u transferred to 
■«6 nU tho electrical 
■i.nai contracted to 
lb* Dearsar electri- 
c*. ejstrtn from direct cur- 
mi is alternating current. 
WS*a this »u accomp- 
fcabed. I returned to Den- 
exar h'ospsul maintenance, 
^graded to Maintenance 
Naperraor. responsible for 
the building repairs and 
Lvratiacs. the distribution 
ci the maintenance budget, 
hiring of maintenance 
personnel and the overall 
direction of the operations 
■nrf maintenance of the 
enure hospital complex. 

i arrived at Denmar in 
1929. ten years after the 
institution was opened and 
worked through August, 
I9S" The Superintendent 
was Dr B A. Crichlow, his 
assistant was Dr. Hayden, 
both from Charleston. The 
theory of treatment then 
was rest, food and fresh air. 

The lumber company's 
boarding house had been 
converted into a 2'/i story 
main hospital building. The 
ground floor housed the 
kitchen, patient dining 
room and two office rooms. 
The seriously ill patients 
occupied the second and 
half story attic floors Add- 


tlairs eiwa and hug pen 
NeaViutg Later the mules 
were replaced by Farm-All 
tractors with steel wheels 
sad cleats (or traction 

The Stale purchased a 
pedigree Holstein bull to 
sen ice the daily hord. A 
good blood lino of cattle 
assured the maintenance of 
Class A stock and reliable 
dairy products. The dairy 
line began to enlarge ne-, 
cessitating the forty-foot 
extension to the dairy 
building. It consisted of 
extra milking stalls, two 
large bull stanchions and a 
huge silo. The next addition 
to the dairy was a pasteur¬ 
izing, homogenizing and 
bottle washing equipment. 

I believe it is correct to say 
this was the first pasteur¬ 
ization plant in Pocahontas 
County. Along with the 
pasteurizing equipment 
was installed a large walk- 
in cooler to maintain the 
milk after processing. Also 
in the area was installed the 
first deep freeze for storing 
meat and perishable items. 
The third major addition to 
the dairy complex, of my 
design was a large lofting 
and roughage feeding stall 
area, utilized after milk¬ 
ings. 

In the late 1930's during, 
the PWA and WPA Admin¬ 
istration we went to battle 
for a new sanitarium build¬ 
ing. The main people at 
Denmar to help accomplish 
this feat were Dr. S. Bamp- 
field, Superintendent, Mr. 
R. J. Roane, Financial Sec¬ 
retary. and W. K. Davis, 
O&M Engineer, along with 
J Burdette and Col. White 
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floor utilized to 
floors of burnable, 
able refuse. The s 
ment was equippe 
grated air vent wl 
not satisfactory. It 
eliminate the h 
conditions to the 
firemen. This grai 
replaced with a th 
diameter steel tub 
running the full h 
the building for 
draft to get nd of ti 
created by the co 
boiler. A unit w 
installed to aitemp 


side of this home was a J 
cottage used as a nurses , 
home. Other cottages were 
converted into quarters for ] 
male patients with the ac¬ 
commodating sleeping 
areas added. The farm 
supervisor had a cottage. I 
used the first cottage at the 
entrance gate as my resi¬ 
dence. 

The third row of cot¬ 
tages, one was used by 
Clarence Smith, undertak¬ 
er, who had the contract for 
embalming the deceased of 
the institution. Two build¬ 
ings were used for general 
storage and two as Hut- 
tonsville trustee inmate 
quarters. The first dairy 
facility set back in a field 
toward Beard on the second 
level. 

Directly across the road 
from the assistant superin¬ 
tendent’s home was a mule 
barn. In those days mule9 
were used for farming. One 
huge team was purchased 
from the contractors who 
were grading the road bed 
for U.S. 219 through our 
county. 

The configuration of the 
land of Denmar consists of 
three levels. The first level 
is the site of the present 
hospital, second level was 
the site of the original 
hospital, the third level was 
the site of a storage build¬ 
ing. railroad depot, post 
office and the fertile fields 
screes the railroad tracks. 
The old ice house men- 
Mooed in the previous arti¬ 
cle' remained in use until 
It*!. 


. Know Your Neighbors 
•This is Winfield Kirk 
Davis, of Route 1, Marlin- 
top. He and his wife, Mary 
Tniss Davis, are now retir- 


;From 1929 to 1965 Mr. 
Davis was employed as an 
erigineer for the State of 
West Virginia at Denmar 
and Lakin State Hospitals. 
Heiold us many interesting 
things about his association 
with Denmar and with 
its growth, so we asked him 
lo -ffTite about it, and we 
print his story herewith. 

Mr Davis was bom in 
CaUettaburg, Kentucky, 
ih * of Victoria and Kirk 
iJevis Ha went out on his 
rywn •* twelve years of age. 
r ing to Cincinnati, where 
hi* own living by 
"'ding the Cincinnati Poet. 
'rMi ung paper. Cincinnati 
the noon paper. and 
<ar«fc*eti Inquirer, the 






}Inlaid u« many Interosting 
(h ititfs «ibout hi« ftuflociation 
with Dmwnr and with 
il M growth. 1*0 wr asked him 
t,, wrilr nbout it. nnd wo 
print hit* story horowith. 

Mr Davis wn.s born in 
CnllotmburK, Kentucky, 
the mm of Victorin nnd Kirk 
Dnvis. Ho wont out on his 
own nt twelve yoors of age, 
going to Cincinnati, where 
ho made his own living by 
selling the Cincinnati Post, 
morning paper, Cincinnati 
Star, the noon paper, and 
Cincinnati Inquirer, the 
evening paper. 

At 14 he went to Cleve¬ 
land and learned his trade 
by . working on the Union 
Terminal Tower Building, 
which had 52 stories and 
observation tower, plus 3 
stories underground. This 
was Cleveland’s sky¬ 
scraper. 

He came to Denmar in 
1929 and has been a resi¬ 
dent of Pocahontas County 
since, working some years 
at Lakin after Denmar. 

Denmar Colored 
Sanitorium 

I. Winfield K. Davis, 
started work at Denmar 
Sanitorium in 1929, under 
the administration of Dr. B. 
Crifhlow My position was 
iri ^building maintenance. 
At the end of several 
ninths 1 was transferred to 
•'»tk with the electrical 
" ifcpanjr contracted to 
thai'.gv the Denmar electri¬ 
cal frt m direct cur* 

to alternating current. 
>% lea (Km waa accomp- 
1 returned to Deo* 
***** h'Mtiiai maintenance. 
* i f b> Maintenance 

^■■#e*v%a*e mpniikh lor 
r^*e repair* and 

*>***4«M (he 
rd U» aeaiiaaai* hiatget. 
the teiM d aantsaaac* 
pee r w a a J and the derail 


huge team was purchased 
from the contractors who 
were grading the road bed 
for U.S. 219 through our 
county. 

The configuration of the 
land of Denmar consists of 
three levels. The first level 
is the site of the present 
hospital, second level was 
the site of the original 
hospital, the third level was 
the site of a storage build¬ 
ing, railroad depot, post 
office and the fertile fields 
across the railroad tracks. 
The old ice house men¬ 
tioned in the previous arti¬ 
cle' remained in use until 
1931. 

The first mechanical re¬ 
frigeration was installed 

through ' Harry Cochran, 
who was in charge of the 
Monongahela Power Com¬ 
pany. It was a walk-in type, 
35° cooler system. 

The portion left of the old 
mill building was used to 
store hay and straw for the 
dairy area and hog pen 
bedding. Later the mules 
were replaced by Farm-All 
tractors with steel wheels 
and cleats for traction. 

The State purchased a 
pedigree Holstein bull to 
service the dairy herd. A 
good blood line of cattle 
assured the maintenance of 
Class A stock and reliable 
dairy products. The dairy 
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line began to enlarge T ment 
cessi taring the forty-foot a 0 

extension to the dairy 
building It consisted of 
extra milking stalls, two 
Urge bull stanchions and a 
huge sik> The next addition 
to the dairy waa a pasteur¬ 
ising. humogenutng and 
bottle washing equipment. 

1 believe it vs correct to aay 
this was the first pasteur- 
uatam plant in Poca h on t a s 
County Along with the 
pasteurising equipment 



I, Winfield K. Davis, 
started work at Denmar 
Sanitarium in 1929. under 
the administration of Dr. B. 
r rich low My position was 
in .building maintenance. 
At thn end of several 
months I was transferred to 
«ock with the electrical 
rorfipanr contracted to 
chahge the Denmar electri¬ 
cal system from direct cur¬ 
rent to alternating current. 
When this was accomp¬ 
lished. I returned to Den¬ 
mar Hospital maintenance, 
upgraded to Maintenance 
Supervisor, responsible for 
the building repairs and 
alterations, the distribution 
of the maintenance budget, 
the hiring of maintenance 
personnel and the overall 
direction of the operations 
and maintenance of the 
entire hospital complex. 


I arrived at Denmar in 
1929. ten years after the 
institution was opened and 

• orhvd through August, 
J9$7 The Superintendent 

• ••Dr B A. Crichlow, his 
assistant was Dr. Hayden, 
!w.h from Charleston. The 
thaery of treatment then 

• as rest food and freah air. 
TH# lumber company • 

house had been 

oahtfisd into i m story 

ma* busotf*! building The 
( '"’•Nf ikxc* hou sed the 
patient dining 
Isms affirs iw sai 
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and cieais ior iracuon. 

The State purchased a 
pedigree Holstein bull to 
service the dairy herd. A 
good blood line of cattle 
assured the maintenance of 
Class A stock and reliable 
dairy products. The dairy 
line began to enlarge ne- r ; 
cessitating the forty-foot 
extension to the dairy 
building. It consisted of 
extra milking stalls, two 
large bull stanchions and a 
huge silo. The next addition 
to the dairy was a pasteur¬ 
izing, homogenizing and 
bottle washing equipment. 

I believe it is correct to say 
this was the first pasteur¬ 
ization plant in Pocahontas 
County. Along with the 
pasteurizing equipment 
was installed a large walk- 
in cooler to maintain the 
milk after processing. Also 
in the area was installed the 
first deep freeze for storing 
meat and perishable items. 
The third major addition to 
the dairy complex, of my 
design was a large lofting 
and roughage feeding stall 
area, utilized after milk* 

km 

In the late 1930’s during 
the PWA and WPA Admin¬ 
istration are went to battle 
for a new sanitarium build' 
mg The main people at 
Denmar to help accomplish 
(hie feat were br S Bamp- 
field. Superintendent. Mr 
R J Roane, f inancial Sec* 
nun and W K Daws. 
1*4 M I ngtaeet along with 
J Huntriie and Cel White 
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SMth left the facility and I 
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added, equipped with Hoff- 
; va man Laundry and Dry 
ns, Cleaning products, pur- 
,re chased from the U.S. Sur- 
a plus store at Dunbar, 
ts The personnel quarters 
, e were moved farther down 
i- in order to utilize the area 
r e for a one story building to 
)r house male personnel. This 
, building was U-shaped with 
1 the right wing converted 
[- into two apartments for 
n doctors and the dietitian, 
j The balance of the building 
was used by personnel. A 
t small mechanical room was 
5 under the left wing into 
which, extended from the 
main building, were heat 
, ducts. Beside the male 
building, also constructed 
out of salvaged lumber, 

, was erected a recreation 
building. 

Another major accom¬ 
plishment was the building 
of a new water system, 
eliminating deep wells, to 
**•* modem filtering and 
treatment plant for the 
water supply pumped from 
Urwenbfwr Rivet PH 
l*** were made dailv at the 
hospital buiklvag lo 
******* purgy and safety A 
cast tma pipe with 
JngKj was Laid 
hws the irwaimeat plant to 

a III) OWJ gaikm aUm* nxLct 
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* m l -toff for religious o«»rv- 
k-p» and social function*. 
Thrrr were two bvarOOIM 
«f porh end of the fl<>pc 
u-o<f by mold*. 

Tho fub-bMPinpnl 
fuHimad tbo central power 
»U*ni equipped with twb 
£,« pre«»urt» bolter* of lft 
lb prc-oure rating. At a 
infer dole a furnace woo 
u-.»4jiUed to the area with a 
%haf\ eilcnduig U> the third 
Amt with ope rung* on each 
fW utilised to rid the 
fame of burnable, cUspos- 
M* refute The sub-base- 
r«&i *m equipped with a 
grated air vent which waa 
net satisfactory. It did not 
etesmafte the hazardous 
ca&daUqoi to the furnace 
f^wsea Thu grating was 
f*?uacvd ar.th a thirty inch 
^ar <t»f steel tubular unit 
rmeusg the full height of 
tie tearidmg lor a good 
4r**t0frt nd of the g ases 
created by the coal fired 
Wte* A ttful waa also 
to aiiaant to re- 
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main building, were heat 
riuctfl. Beside the male 
building, alno constructed 
out of salvaged lumber, 
was erected a recreation 
building. 

Another major accom¬ 
plishment was the building 
of n new water system, 
eliminating deep wells, to 
use modem filtering and 
treatment plant for the 
water supply pumped from 
the Qreenbrier River. PH 
teata were made daily at the 
main hospital building to 
assure purity and safety. A 
six inch cast iron pipe with 
mechanical joints was laid 
from the treatment plant to 
a 160.000 gallon steel water 
storage tank that was plac¬ 
ed high enough to assure 
adequate gravity pressure 
to the hospital complex and 
high pressure fire 
hydrants. Next was con¬ 
structed West Virginia’s 
first sewage lagoon to have 
the most modem sewage 
treatment system. 

A vehicle garage and 
mechanical shop were built 
mu to the laundry tmulMj. 

beds, including the circular 
ditseway in the rear of the 
mam budding, the Urge 
partuag areas and parking 
areas Inf venous other 
b , id t* a s eefe cun at fleeted 
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draft to gel na ot uip giu»<»s 
created by the coal fired 
boiler A unit was also 
installed to attempt to re¬ 
duce the spread of fly aah 
over the buildings and 
grounds After this unit 
was installed we found it 
with lha otti‘ 
f frO O C J T of tho boilers. ’Hie 
heITtee in the unit were 
removed ao the flue would 
raoUnoe tie natural draft. 

Later boiler* were equip¬ 
ped artih stoker* including 
the feeding worm extend- 
arg from the coal but to the 
furnace 

The next major improve¬ 
ment tft buddings was the 
addamn of a nurses borne 
to the west of the main 
b u^ds r g The co-designer 
m Vi ary Trusts Dans, 
bupsooor of oureee In- 
dkaded aft the budding was a 
«nh bath, apart¬ 
ment tat the heed nurse^ 
letter a compact equipped 
t-tVtaSI was added to this 
sat A Urge recreation 
tews was a.wo ad this end of 
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structed West Virginia’s 
first sewage lagoon to have 
the most modem sewage 
treatment system. 

A vehicle garage and 
mechanical shop were built 
next to the laundry facility. 

ATI of tho complex road-~ 
beds. Including the circular 
driveway in tho roar of tho 
main building, the largo 
parking aroma and parking 
areas (or various other 
buildings, were constructed 
of crushed rocks from the 
Greenbrier River, utilizing 
prison trustee labor. 

In the early 1950’s the 
second 100 bed. three story 
high wing of the hospital 
building was erected, in¬ 
cluding a half basement. 

Tha basement boused a __ 

record storage room, build- If $*«** 
ing mechamcal shop, two*' CASE 
diesel engine powered 
emergency electrical gear t 
r eralor*~an~autop«r'roofBra vVTwJT 
two-body refrigerated vault 
and some general short 
lime storage in open 
spaces. A few months after 
the completion of tha wing 
I supervised (he excavating 
under the remainder of the 
The was done 
with bead labor ta aak a 
aainr-T lhai the structural 
aiinutfi i n af (he budding 
was M weakened This 
gwrisiTa af (be basement 
was wm4 tor staple food 
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kitchen was added to this 
unit A large recreation 
area »m aleo at thia end of 
the building The nurses* 
rooms extended the length 
of the reel of the building 
oq a central hall with rooms 
on each aide At the same 
(ton two cottage# were 
built beyond the nurses 
budding to houae the su¬ 
perintendent and the finan¬ 
cial eecreiary. theae. with 
the nurses building, were 
beated by steam from the 
mam hospital building. 

The second phase of 
budding* was constructed 
from salvaged materials of 
soil cottage* A two story 
bwAdfctf wUh rooms for 
personnel ulUiiing a com¬ 
ma® beth on each floor, a 
threw room apartment with 
bash »aj part of the bulld¬ 
og That build in g was heat* 
«•- * Ah a coal burning cast 
*x« furnace and there was 
a feraace fired hot water 
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two-body refrigerated vault 
and some general short 
time storage in open 
spaces. A few months after 
the completion of thia wing 
1 supervised the excavating 
under the remainder of the 
building This was done 
with hand labor in such a 
manner that the structural 
aoundneas of the budding 
was not weakened. Thia 
portion of the basement 
was used for staple food 
storage and included a 
large freezer for perishable 
food storage. 

We also revamped the 
medical operating facility, 
replacing the dd X-ray 
machine with the latest 
X-ray equipment. The old 
X-ray machine was dis¬ 
mantled and reworked into 
• fluoroecope. The low 
pressure autoclave was re¬ 
placed with a modern high 
pressure five minute sun- 
iuing unit. 

Ail things did not emerge 
without tome setbacks 
Thia ia a case in pool 
Whew the planning tad 
deigning of the second 
wing was ia progress, t. as 
the ItoepsftaJ complex oper¬ 
ation* *s<J maintenance 
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was high prowurr equip¬ 
ment Ami it would take a 
high prvaaurr boiler to 
operate it. 

tt nay seem this articl© 
rambles ami return*, but 
not really: the accomplish¬ 
ments baled are chronologi¬ 
cal. having been completed 
in the span of 28 yours. 
During my tenure at Den- 
mar many things were sc¬ 
reenphahed The installa¬ 

tion of safety and security 
alarm systems, inner office 
and floor communication 
system*, ice making ma¬ 
chine* on the floors and in 
Ihe kAc hen areas, labora¬ 
tory moved to the basement 
of the second wing Nuro- 
other installations 
mead improvements were 
Vs® third wing of 
the nut UseptUl building 
le* irtvf b een added 
Maai of the new coo* 
arartjcc. changing • lum- 
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Craft Workahopn 

Th© West Virginia Depi ^ 
of Education's fall era! 
workshops will include ir 
struction in the unique ai 
of designing and construct 
ing religious banners. 

The specialized craft, b 
be presented Sept. 30 - Oct 
2. will be taught by Conn 
Eggers, a former artist fo 
Vogue Patterns, who triec 
her hand at religious ban 
ners when the church sh< 
attended burned down. Us 
ing a patchwork style. Eg 
gers made a dramatic 
boldly-colored banner pro 
claiming, *'0 Sing Unto the 
Lord a New Song,'* whicV 
was hung in the rebuild 
church. 

Other workshops dunn* 
the Sept. 30 • Oct. 2 «»»•• 
will be devoted to bobbu 
lace, chair caning, jewelry 
photography end whet 
weaving. The Oct MM' 
session will offer work 
shops in the busmesa O 
cfmne. including boohkeep 
*sg mufiec*. woowAjoc 
mead market** B*** 1°*® 
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assistant wns Dr. Hayden, 
both from Charleston. The 
theory of treatment then 
was rest, food and fresh air. 

The lumber company’s 
boarding house had been 
converted into a 2'/j story 
main hospital building. The 
ground floor housed the 
kitchen, patient dining 
room and two office rooms. 
The seriously ill patients 
occupied the second and 
half story attic floors. Add¬ 
ed to this building on the 
south side were sleeping 
quarters for patients. There 
was an excavation made 
under the building to ac¬ 
commodate a large cast 
iron sectional boiler and 
brick chimney. 

The row of five room 
cottages was converted into 
patient quarters by con¬ 
necting two with sleeping 
porches between. The cot¬ 
tages were used for loung¬ 
ing and dressing purposes. 
All patients slept on the 
porches with large windows 
that most of the time re¬ 
mained open. The patients 
were covered with heavy 
woolen blankets for 
wBrmth. In this row were 
two female cottages and 
two. matron supervised cot¬ 
tages for children. 

Up from the cottage row 
was a small building used 
by the lumber company as a 
church Later use was as a 
•chool The main road into 
arid through the ground* to 
the railroad wa* lined on 
both a>dc« with company 
hirutmg The fire* house at 
the end faring the railroad 
eat Aaeixant Superintend- 


ui)u rougnuge lueumg autu 
area, utilized after milk¬ 
ings. 

In the late 1930’ 9 during 
the PWA and WPA Admin¬ 
istration we went to battle 
for a new sanitarium build¬ 
ing. The main people at 
Denmar to help accomplish 
this feat were Dr. S. Bamp- 
field, Superintendent, Mr. 
R. J. Roane, Financial Sec¬ 
retary, and W. K. Davis, 
O&M Engineer, along with 
J. Burdette and Col. White 
of the State Board of Con¬ 
trol. After going through 
the legislative process, it 
was finally decided to 
match the Federal Govern¬ 
ment grant with State funds 
to construct the first unit. 
The building designed to be 
of three sections, a 300-bed 
capacity hospital. The first 
section housed 100 patients 
with the center portion of 
the fourth floor used as 
nurses quarters and ex¬ 
tended from each side of 
this center section were 
patient sundecks. The 
basement level housed the 
kitchen and personnel din¬ 
ing room, a small room with 
a distillery for processing 
sterile water and a large 
hall which was the rear 
entrance to the building. 
This entrance was the most 
used as the building faced 
the Greenbrier River and 
the access road passed to 
the rear of the building. 
There was a large room 
intended to be used as a 
laundry which was split into 
three sections One section 
was used as a commisssary 
for sundry items sold to the 
petients This was operated 
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thn»©-room apartment with 
hath was part of the build¬ 
ing. This building was heat¬ 
ed with a coal burning cast 
iron furnace and there wa9 
a furnace fired hot water 
tank. 

A road was built of 
crushed rock running off 
the main road between the 
superintendent’s and fi¬ 
nance secretary’s quarters. 

A mule barn was also 
built from salvage materi¬ 
als. There was a hog lot 
built beside the mule Darn 
and a small cutting and 
curing building for process¬ 
ing meat. 

Across from these build¬ 
ings was built a four-room 
with bath residence for the 
farm supervisor. Heat and 
hot water were generated 
from a basement furnace. 
Beyond these facilities was 
the cemetery on the State 
land adjacent to Beard 
land. 

The laundry for years 
was contracted out to laun¬ 
dries in Ronceverte and 
Elkins. The next building 
phase, done with prison 
labor, was a fully equipped 
laundry especially for laun¬ 
dering the hospital items. 
The installed equipment 
included the latest Ameri¬ 
can Laundry Machine prod¬ 
ucts. consisting of two tubs, 
a medium sued extractor, a 


two person flat work ironor 
and four steam operated 
wessee all powered by a 
W horsepo w er upnght high 
pressure steam boiler This 
budding had an attic and an 
and storage room later a 
iseatj fool e H o uston was 
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a fluoroscope. The low 
pressure autoclave was re¬ 
placed with a modern high 
pressure five minute steri¬ 
lizing unit. 

All things did not emerge 
without some setbacks. 
This is a case in point. • 
When the planning and 
designing of the second 
wing was in progress, I, as 
the hospital complex oper¬ 
ations and maintenance 
supervisor, requested a 
high pressure boiler bo 
installed for this wing. The 
boiler was not installed 
before or during the erec¬ 
tion of the wing. Walls had 
to be opened and a space 
dug out of the driveway in 
order to install this third 
boiler in the sub-basement' 
of the main wing. It was 
noticed a low pressure boil¬ 
er had been delivered. The 
contractor was questioned. 
His reply was ‘ ‘That is what 
is called for on the archi¬ 
tect’s design.” The con¬ 
tractor installed the boiler, 
resealed the walls and re¬ 
finished the driveway. 
After a long delay hassling 
with the State building and 
contract engineers, once 
more the walls were open¬ 
ed, the driveway torn up, 
the low pressure boiler 
removed, the high pressure 
boiler installed, the walls 
and driveway returned to 
the original state The end 
result w»s the State had to 
pay out an additional 
i*J6.000 because some one 
did not heed the request of 
the operations and mainte¬ 
nance supervisor The new 
equipment in the new wing 


and the use ol the rates and 
charges stated therein deferred 
until 12:01 a.m.. January 1, 1984, 
unless otherwise ordered by the 
Commission. By this same order, 
the matters involved herein were 
set for hearing to be held in 
Marlinton, West Virginia, on 
Monday. September 26, 1983. 

The Commission is now of the 
opinion that the hearing on this 
matter should be advanced. 

IT IS. THEREFORE, OR 
DERED that the hearing on thii 
matter originally scheduled fo 
September 26, 1983. be, and th 
same hereby is. cancelled. • 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERE! 
that the matters involved herei 
be set for hearing before Hearin 
Examiner Arnold 0. Weiford to t 
held in the Circuit Court Roor 
Pocahontas County Court Hous 
Marlinton, West Virginia, on F: 
day, September 16, 1983, at 11: 
a.m., EDST., at which time a: 
place the respondent shall appe 
and offer evidence in support 
its aforesaid increased rates a 
charges and anyone interest 
may appear and make such ob} 
tion thereto as may be deem 
proper. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDER 
that the respondent. Teleph< 
Utilities of W’est Virginia, 
corporation, give notice of 
filing of the aforesaid tariff anc 
the time and place of the 
vanced hearing thereon, by p 
ing a copy of this order 
conspicuous places where bills 
telephone service are paid ft 
period of at least seven (7) c 
prior to September 16, 1983. 
public inspection, and by pub! 
ing a copv of this order tinstes 
the August 31. 1983 order* oo 
week for two 12* successive we 
between the date hereof 
September 16. 1983. in a » 
paper, duly qualified by 
Secretary of State, published 
of general circulation in Poca 
las County, making due « 
thereof to the Commission < 
before the day of hearing 
FOR THE COMMISSION: 

HOWARD M CUNNING! 

Executive S«cr 
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nml lho us* of the rains und 
fhnrjjo* stated thoroin deferred 
until 12:01 a m.. January 7, 1984, 
unload otherwise ordered by iho 
Commission. By this name order, 
the matters involved heroin were 
set for hearing to be held in 
Marlinton, West Virginia, on 
Monday. September 26, 1983. 

The Commission is now of the 
opinion that the hearing on this 
matter should be advanced. 

IT IS. THEREFORE, OR¬ 
DERED that the hearing on this 
matter originally scheduled for 
September 26. 1983, be, and the 
same hereby is. cancelled. • 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED 
that the matters involved herein 
be set for hearing before Hearing 
Examiner Arnold 0. Weiford to be 
held in the Circuit Court Room, 
Pocahontas County Court House, 
Marlinton, West Virginia, on Fri¬ 
day. September 16, 1983, at 11:00 
am., ED ST., at which time and 
place the respondent shall appear 
and offer evidence in support of 
:ts aforesaid increased rates and 
charges and anyone interested 
may appear and make such objec¬ 
tion thereto as may be deemed 

^flMS FURTHER ORDERED 
that the respondent. Telephone 
Utilities of West Virginia, a 
corporation. give notice of the 
filing of the aforesaid tariff and of 
the ume and place of the ad¬ 
vanced hearing thereon, by post¬ 
ing a copy of this order in 
coc.«p*c^u» places where bills for 
teirphoa# service are paid for a 
pared of si least seven (7) days 
U> September 16. 1963, for 
p.v Je mepe<tioa. and by publish¬ 
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and participants including rates, 
conditions and extension of serv¬ 
ice, use of any of its facilities, 
attendance at and participation in 
any meetings of beneficiaries and 
participants or the exercise of any 
rights of such beneficiaries and 
participants in the conduct of the 
operations of this organization. 

Any person who believes him¬ 
self, or any specific class of 
individuals, to be subjected by 
this organization to discrimination 
prohibited by Title VI of the Act 
and the Rules and Regulations 
issued thereunder may, by him¬ 
self or a representative, file with 
the Secretary of Agriculture, 
Washington, D. C. 20250, or the 
Rural Electrification Administra¬ 
tion, Washington, D. C. 20250, or 
this organization, or all, a written 
complaint. Such complaint must be 
filed not later than 180 ‘days after 
the alleged discrimination, or by 
such later date to which the 
Secretary of Agriculture or the 
Rural Electrification Administra¬ 
tion extends the time for filing. 
Identity of complainants will be 
kept confidential except to the 
extent necessary to carry out the 
purposes of the Rules and Regula¬ 
tions. 

9-15-1 

Notice of Filing of Estate Accounts 
I have before me the accounts of 
the Fiduciary of the Estate of 
Martha J. Lovelace 
Any person having a claim against 
the estate of such deceased per¬ 
son, or who has any beneficial 
interest therein, may appear be¬ 
fore me or the county commission 
at any time within thirty days after 
first publication of this notice, and 
request reference of said estate to 
a fiduciary commissioner, or ob¬ 
ject to confirmation of stud ac¬ 
counting In the absence of such 
request or objection, the account¬ 
ing may be approved by the 

COUttl j CtWBUIUOA 

Go«a under my hand this 
Um *th day -f September 1*U 
Hildreth T Vle*de«s 
CM* si the County Commiaaioo 
*t hxaSmiM County 
b lhi A Yyguuo 

•y Hu** Duabrach Deputy 
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*A)iC,Y teETHOiilCT «LThiCH - 16fc3 

..hen Tomlin Chupel on ~tony Ureek became too smell for 
the number of people who worshiped there, they felt the need 
for - ne.v church, those living near hdray decided, to build 
a church at ^dray. 

rhe date of the deed v;ss June 17, iec2 - i’he land ves 
given by i.athun and i.urgaret G. Barlow-r lal poles adjoining 
the turnpike road. The deed was made to George P. lioore, 
oamuel 3. iloore, hillism L'. Sharp, henry Barlow, and Thomas 
Auldridge, Trustees for the i.lethodiat episcopal Church. 

This was a Northern I'ethodist church until the ketfeodi st 
Churcnes united. However, all denominations were welcomed 
here. It is located about one-four«,h mile from the village 
of Aaray on Route j 219. 

ter. H. 3. king wao the contractor and boarded at l£r. 
Samuel 3. koore's. Joan Hull wus a carpenter under Kr. 
king. kessrs. James and George ... tecCollum were the stone 
masons and built the foundation and chimney. oone of the 
members hauled lumber and some furnished lumber by way of 
paying their part. The c urch was paid for by subscription 
and a very substantial collection was received et the ded¬ 
ication. This was used to help pay for the church. 

Rev. A. te. Chappell wus the pastor at the time this 
church >.bs b. lit. The IJemlin Chapel and Ikiruy Church hove 
lv.ays been served by the sane pastor. 


Poe:.hontus County 


- 2 - 

• hon the -idroy Church ;vas built, the Hamlin Chapel con- 
rro,7 tion v/orshiped at this church for twenty-three years and 
abandoned the Hamlin Chapel for that length of time. 

l.rs. -mum L. Price, wife of Lr. ..illiaa T. Price wrote 
the words to a hymn that was sung at the dedication of the 
..dray Church. i.rs. Price was c poet and published two 
• volumes of verses. 

This church building is a large frame building with a 
seating capacity of five hundred. The church has always 
been too large for the congregation. However, the object 
in building such u large church was in order to have room 
for large gatherings such cs protracted meetings, conventions, 
funerals, etc. 

shortly after the lidray church was completed, the °oun' 
Teachers’ Institute was held here for a number of years, or 
until after hsrlinton had begun to develop and they wore held 
there. 

..mong those who ware influential in building the -dray 
Church and were the first members, were: 

Bev. George P. ldoore, who wes licensed to preach in 16 

l.r. and krs. our.iuel 3. Loore 

j-t . John 3urlow 

hr. Anderson Barlow 

.._r. Davis Jar low 

:_r. R. Gay 


-.rs. Josephine aann 
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—eary ->urlotv 

..illiaia 14. cad Julie y. sharp 
TIloiau3 -.uldrid-se 
Josiah aarlow end f&iaily 
Isu c .viierp und feuily 
itonkin iOa t te ' 

— J * ->uith end fucily 

-urea ..core «to lived a mile below -erlinton. 

Ooor,;e ley end -..lie. 

J-nes ..uldridge end fall,, who came from ;.ed Llct 
about four miles from -dray. ihey welted and were present 
st every service of any kind that was held In the c-rch. 

-■:,e pastors ..ho have served this congregetion from 
1776 to the present time, ire: 


1C76 - 167e 

Hev. J. C. ..ickline 

lo78 - 

1679 

s.e .. iiici.nrdson 

1879 - 

lceo 

” Geo. P. L'oorc 

I860 - 

1662 

" C. Hedrick 

1662 - 

1633 

•• J. C. ..ickline 

1363 - 

1685 

" 1-:. Ciuppell 

1635 - 

1666 

” George opencer 

1667 - 

1888 

' it. H. Clnrk 

1S3& - 

1864 

" 3. C. Horei-n 

1694 - 

1096 

” ... .... oherp 

164 9 - 

lvul - 

I'.jI 

1604 

" 14. V». ^.tkinson 

” a . 14. Crt.btrce 
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1004 - 1905 Aev 

• 0. K. iveff 

1005 - 1909 -» 

Oeor S e y/. Hurston 

1009 - 1913 •• 

Ira ]?. Pickett 

1013 — 1916 " 

A. Goff nun 

1016 - 1920 •» 

A. K. ( Ramsey 

1920 - 1923 " 

c » A. Powers 

1025 - 1929 " 

K. S. Kill 

1929 - 1933 " 

T. H. Taylor 

1933 - 1956 » 

->• R. Carder 

1930 - IS38 " 

0. J. Conbs 

1938 - present 

Rev. R. K. Sk&oSS 


-ihe trustees at the tine the church was bililt were: 

Rev. Goo. jr. Lioore 

Samuel 3. J.oore 

IVn. I,', ^iitirp 

henry Serlow 

Thomas -ulariage 

This church ..t the present tine has .bout twenty-five 
active members. They have preaching services the first and 
third Sundays of each month. 

?ne trustees for 1940 L 1041 t.re: 

Asa (j. Jar low 
Collet u cy 
Robert Jay 
^•e stewards re: 




itoctife/ggtbs 


bounty 


Robert Ouy 
^'rank Young 
Jdrs. o. R. Jioore 

.■’.icre has always been a Sunday School in this -church. 

..t me first it was closed during the most severe v.inter 
v.e ther. .’he Sunday -chool 'is in session all the year 
round not?. The enrollment is thirty. ..rs. .-^rnett UciTeil 
is the oupt. 

The Juodies of the church have & very active organiza¬ 
tion, the o-odies’ -id Society. .'he officers are: 

^resident — i^rs. 3. R. Loore 

Treasurer — .-rs. ... R. ley 

Secretary — *js. x.lsie Van Reen&n 

This organization helps to poy the pastor 1 s salary. 

They also keep the personage repaired end help to keep the 
church in good condition. The parsonage und about four acres 
of land belong to the church. The parsonage with the land 
is valued at 3500.00. soth the ofcuroh and parsonage are 
free of debt. -he church also supplies the pcstor ith a 
good cow. 

In w.epte. .ber, 1&40 tr.e parsonage caught on fire. -11 
the members of the household ..ere sleeping soundly. Kao it 
not been for the dog awakening the family, the oonsecucnces 
might nave been .ore serious. .»s it was, oo&t ox t,.e . arni 
lure on the first floor of the house was uestroyed and 
building was badly doneged/ The building was covered by 
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insurance and so that was taken care of but there was no in¬ 
surance on the furniture. The fire caught in the radio. 

Tne 3 reutest loss was four or five very expensive stringed 
instruments. The Ladies' ^.id gave a silver tea ^nd with 
the receipts refurnished a part of the parsonage. 

Last year the Ladies' ^id made eighty dollars and all 
of this was spent on the church and parsonage. 

kr. oiiaggs has nine churches on his charge. lor his 
services to all of these churches, he receives one thousand 
dollars per year, use of the parsonage, cow and some land 
which he farms. ISach church pays a definite part of the 
nastor's salary, proportioned according to the active member¬ 
ship of the respective churches. 

The Ladies' ..id oocieties of the other churches on 
this charge contribute to the upkeep of the parsonage. 

Information: Church records 

Mrs. -dam Baxter 
Mr. ..nderson Berlov; 

Rev. R. B. okagga 
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This seemed like home — „ IV> .. 

Neel and he decided to settle h* re I 
He chose a place to build his cabin i 
near the present home owned bv | 
Hon. M. J. Mels eel. Traces of l is 
cabin have been seen by many people 
II yet living, between the gae and the 

_|l public road and his residence If 

—I| this spot could be traced, it would 
be well to mark it with a piece of 
marble gotten close by to show that 
he was the first settler In Little 
Levels District. 

Be re Mr. McNeel prayed over his 
guilt and pra;ed with a broken heart, 

,_ ( ftnd hunted for food, subsist.ng most 

laid iy on venison and trout. 

Pad I One day while hunting he met 
Ka* i Charles and Edward Kennison from 
his old home, who had come here 
prospecting for a situation. From 
these men he learned that the mau 
he had been boxing with was no, 
uled and not even seriously hurt 
or. his was indeed good news to him, 

id-1 be(. au£e lie felt free from all bloodv 
ck stains. J 

I Mi. McNeel shared his cabin with 
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lijis old home, who had come here! 
i ion ' prospecting for a situation. From 
oa( j these men he learned that the man' 
ntv !he had been boxing with was no j 
> ro _'killed and not even seriously hurt 
or This was indeed good news to iiim, 
ac j_ I because he felt free from all bloody 
stains. 

j Mi. McNeel shared his cabin wtyh 
jp. his friends and helped them clear a 
r( j. j tract of land adjoining his tract. 
nc j The three then set out for the lower 
re> ! valley of Virginia. 
g. While visiting home John McNeel 
es married Martha Davis who was born 
of in Wales in 1740. Shortly after 
r- their marriage they came out to 
ie ] Levels, A few acres was soon clear 
n ed otT, and plenty to subsist upon 
was raised. 

y Mr McNeel was deeply impresses 
with a sense of gratitude to God foi 
v Ms care, and after all to fall Into 
such a wealthy place that lie built i 
1< ace for worship, the White Pol* 
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WALTER BAKER & CO, 
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BLLCIIAM S PILLS 


APOLIO 


What I hey Are For 


You Fortified? 


No Substitutes 


For Royal Baking Powder. n» - Roy.i- 
is shown by all tests, official, scientific, and prac- 
tical wronger, purer, and belter in every way 
than all other Baking Powders. Its superiority 
is privately acknowledged by other manufac¬ 
turer-, and well known by all dealers. 

If some grocer* try to sell another baking 
powder in place of the •' Royal." it i* because of 
the greater profit. This of itself is good evidence 
of the superiority of the •■Royal." To give greater 
profit the other must be a lower cost pow der, and 
to cost less it must be made with cheaper and 
inferior materials, and thus, though selling for the 
same, give less value to the consumer. 

LOOK with suspicion upon every attempt to palm off 
upon you any baking powder in place of the 
•• Royal.'' There is no substitute for the •• Royal." 
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; SALE STABLES, i 


! First-a«M> Tams and Satldfe 
Hcrses fioriled. 


BLACKSMITHING 

Wagoij H*pulr». 

0 . Z HEVNER. 


C B SWECKER. 


M. F GIESEY 


Peabody InauranceCo. 


PlMlcntf ..CmUicIu. 


















































Hllltiwiry Noil 


Commissioner's Sale- 


Harness and Saddlery 


LEADER 176. 


MARLINTON HOUSE. 

L^naUd mar Court Ho «ua 

Terma. 


•Store and Shop, 


POCAHONTAS TIMES. 
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CASTORIA 


JCYCLES. 


LIGHTNING 
S. HOT £ 
I? DROPS i 



























































































Pocahontas Times 


$1.00 IN ADVANCE. 


MARLINTON, WEST VIRGINIA, FRIDAY, APRIL 26.1895. 
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BEECH AM’S FILLS 


'Mt that Warki Easily Warki Succastfully. 

E»| tt Clun Haul* With 


SAPOLIO 














































Weak Mothers 


Scott's Emulsion 

















































What is 


WIITEB GOODS FOB ACTUAL COST. For Cash. 
Dome In and get goods In price lower than you 
have ever seen them. Clothing. Overcoats. 
Boots. 6hoea. Men's Woolen Shirts. Blankets 
Dress Goods, In fact every t hing you need, i 

THESE GOODS 


BEFORE MY SPRING STOCK COMES IN. 


GENERAL GROCERIES. 

SFUL SELECTION. PURE GOODS, 

REASONABLE PRICES 


P. GOLDEN. 
Marlin ton. W. Va. 


MARUNTON HOUSE. 


In , 

Poor 

Health 


BLACKSMITHING 


O. Z HF.VNER. 


Jho Qonfodorato 'l^otoran 
I J5ooa}\cnt<is ffimoa, $1.65 
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|i&ss§39wol 


Hood’s^Cures 


Beware 535 


Buckwheat 


.-btttcr'N liiltnmli.iiiiul l>UU>iaur> 
The llexi CbrUluiux (ilft 


SAPOLIO 
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LEADER 176. 


POCAHONTAS TIMES 


[ Where to buy? 
11 How to buy? 

rnii'ni'i 


The Bullet. 


•NOTE SOME PRICES 


jGENTS. FURNISHING GOODS. 

Shirte In Endless Variety 87 Cents and up. 
Good Laundried Shirt, in blue, slate or in 
stripes, 49 cents. 


In 

Poor 

Health 


ju&aies uoug uxiorcis, uuc. 

Tan •* $1.60. 

Clothing Cheaper than Ever Before.|®^> 

Fine all-wool black diagonal suits. $6.86 A up 


| Harness and Saddlery 


•^Xadies' Trimmed Hats, 60 cents and up. 


Marlinton, CQ. Va. 


8oth Faciei f and Handmade. 
At Rockbottom Prices. 
ALSO, 

m mimiiic bep&itmiit. 


- ^ LET US REMINDYOU ^ - 

OF THE STOCKOFGENERAL MERCHANDISE, 

j 2 es. w. noiT.v 


|He is supplied as usual with attractions for! 


I FEED. 


i f SALE STABLES. K' 

First-Rate Teams and Saddle- 
Horses Protided. 


Our Elegant Line of Dry Goods. 
Choicest Lot of Family Groceries. 
An Extensive Stock of Notions. 
Finest Line of Shoes in the County. 


E. H. SMITH__ 

j IS NO\N 


SELLING 


i to see us when in town and i 

iPinr YOU ON TEUE TRACK 

To Save Mcney. 


Marketable Country Produce Bought and Sold 


MARLINTON HOUSE. 


MARLINTON, W. VA. 


per day-1.00 

per meal - - - 86 

lodging - - 86 


1 C. MEAGER, Pmarieto r. 

G. C. AM LUNG, 

pashionaiilk 

BOOT AND SHOEMAKER 


BLACKSMITHING 

WagorJ FJepalrs. 

0. Z. HEVNEE. 


| C. B SWECKER. 

General Aaciioitar 

and Real Estate Agent 


Peabody Insurance Co. 

VMIKBUMt, W Va 


M. F QIESEY 


PATTEP.SOn SIMMONS 


Contractor. 


la 






































































































































































































































































































CASTORIA 


What is 


iICYCLES. 


LIGHTNING 

P- HOT BL 

^DROPS a 


5fi 

.!»,. 

jHIL, 

i, J. ii. 

Circuit Court qf I'uoat 

»r. iJ» cvrtiiv tUi U 

t* Aik of the 


jvu.Tr?? 

»i»«i 

JKWJON," 

P“‘*' T /wtLUAll* 

Tu"i 

Sj 

VjUtTlBTUY. Ur. J. II. Wt^ 1 

Ctonr I.K»”n»jib cSij 

wU iv |’t*« limMfli o»y jj»<v tulhj 
tioruMOt U> ltt«4>«M oo tut lam) • 
lu aov 01 b*c v*;, au«l U«t all, 

Ike lull »at ret riftiia lav. 1 

1 ClADA A . tfUlARKUMfeV. I 


•u Miit rjfl 



































































































»' A BRATTOX. 

ATTOkSL V AJ LA W, 





































































































































































































To the Younger Cooks, 

the beginners in the art of bread and 
cake making,* there is no aid so 
great, no assistant so helpful, as the 

Royal Baking Powder. 

It is the perfect leavening agent 
and makes perfect food. Do not 
make a mistake by experimenting 
with any other. 
































































POCAHONTAS TIMES. I °»"»« 

.o*»x, C<vunU«M n*r» 

‘ ;r^ p 


MkHinten. F.whjr, * 


^iTlrreeofaKind!l; 


—RKAIJ TUB ANBWKtt IN 


What to buyt LEADER 176. 
Where to buy? .««.«»«»r.u«...wr 
I How to buyt 

ADVKKTISKMBST Sffl L|Cto£/jf 


Um r rt rffl - t M Uarti* 1 ETfifEt* o*ia# to U»wacan4ty I 


Tan $1.00. 

«“»* tta E,er SaTjtov 

“ ' '"p!“ooEbEii. i 


Marlinton, 01. Va. 



irsavr.^.J^N.,. 




hyi film ifisiT ;^-^ 

_^noYE SOME PRICES 

Aurtkmoor Mwarkrr *rv!!.. 4r . >. M . a „ n ,| 0 t>. Manvlll* Z+nhrr 1Ja Mr til. 

lQmti<!i«ti Mcl*otfhlin hack fnwn j * *.“ --- -- - - — 

! Hfololf* Cburt. They think th» w 

l^rL-VW^iGENTS. FURNISHING GOODS, [a 

““.|.t J«k i. .uu .t'riiinp no I Shirts in Endless Variety 87 Cents and up. '"’litin''" 1t? 0 .» o» ~~ >• 
hr«t Riv«»r th>« aanippr. l imrinK I Qood Laundried Shirt, in blue, slate or in ;«**> ni * t * * *** ' * 

P.fr |hjj stripes, 40 cents. t‘ 

AkuderioclooGsu'! ^^^^'SROCS, SUPPERS, fc*TC., n rtinnn o nr\ 
Ladies’Dong Oxfords. 90c. J. fl. SHARP ft CO. 


MARLINTON’, 


Speaking of Goods, 

.. m LET US REMINDYOU m . 

Of THE STOCK OF GENERAL MERCHANDISE | 

sS . W. U0LT .|^ 

a is supplied as usual with attractions foi 

Sprin g and Sum mer. 

Our Elegant Line of Dry Goods. 
Choicest Lot of Family Groceries. 

An Extensive Stock of Notions. 

Finest Line of 8hoes in the County. 

Come in to see us when in town and we will I 

HJT Y©iU ©l'J TUB TIME 

To Save Money. 

Marketable Country Produce Bought and Sold j 

j R. MATHERS 

BOOT & 8H0EMAKEB. 

5£aL- marlinton, w. va. 


Tbay carry n eomjilwta liar of 

HARNESS, SADDLES, COL- 
LABS. H AlCI*vv aKR, aa«l 
TRIM MINUS 

Both Faito n and Handmade. 
At Rockbottom Prices. 
ALSO, 

Itii iiiuTAHis irriiTim. 


FEED, LIVER! 
f SALE’STABLES, f 


^iyrusBari 


MARLINTON HOUSE 

uJntar Court Hour*. 

| Terms. 

per day-1.00 

por meal - - 80 
lodging • 80 


BLACKSMITHING tel _ ^ 

IvVagoq P^epal ra. i . w 4lKS, 

a Z HEVNER. 


C. > 1E>SEB 


l G. C.JkMLUNG. 

• 1-tOOT AND SHOtMAKER 




KriMnuB 

i—» Peabody Insurance l'o., * 

r‘-| wflauiiu.w.vs • 


B SWECKER. 

tMUOMU 

nt Bui butt l|M 


MTIIMOB SIMMS 
PlasUrer ... Contractor 


M. F GIES6Y. 

ctioct Ml SsjanMate. 






























































































































CREAKING THE ICR. 


























































































































































CASTOi 


iICYCLES. 


17-Ao Qonfodarato '[Jotora: 


mss, 



















































































































l r made a trip 


^ through 
j^rlinton with 


finish^ 1 mak- 
ta/kintr about 
)re#hiD<J will 


in me sound of rushing waters, 

B. 


of Dunmore, 
M. Fertig’g. 


was at Clover 


have 


»r Co. 
j dge across 
3 d will com- 


)D 


FROST 

John Williams 
Lick Monday. 

W. T. Townsend has returned 
from Virginia, where he has been 
for treatment. 

Mrs. Lida Hiner, who has been 
complaining for the past week, . 
we are glad to say i.^ much better. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Sharp, I 
Mr. and Mrs. Summers Sharp and 


spent 


Walter Grimes at 
Sunday at W. A. I 


Mr. and Mrs. G 

Sunset, are gue 
Hively’s. 


Mr. Shepp and 
Monterey, were 
buying cattle. 

Willie ank 
Cass, spent Sunda 


An 


. Mias Mamie Ci 

preparing to i M r . Smith of Marlinton, din<£ I v er Lick, spent i 
with Mr. and Mrs. B. F. Sharp, her frifind ' Miw 
Monday. j Mr. Hoover, o 


:£ the d-1 

i part. The 
sed on them 
would more 


Brake Co. 

rst consign- 
ctured Pat-1 
be seen at 
avenue. 


ome of the 
Uwn, Rob- 
Miss Alma 
C. Johnson 

»y. 


sector 



There will be a box supper at j t T V \, ,as V * 

Bussard church Saturday night. H* "• Shrader. 
Everybody come and have a good Morgan Griu 
time. at this writing. 

A large crowd attended the! Mrs. Hevene 
burial of John Andrew Moore at dren and Miss 
this place Monday. He leaves a 1 tended the bu 
host of friends to mourn his loss. Moore at Frofct 

Mrs. W. J. Pritchard, formerly J. W. Grii 
of this place, but now of V\ arm Mona Gale, 
Spings, and little daughter. Annie , 

Lona. after spending three weeks , 
visiting friends and relative^ at 
this place, returned to her home 
last Saturday. 

L. N. Gibson of Kansas, is^ 
again with hi* oao^hter, Mrs. 

I Alice Sharp. 

Mr-. BmsarJ is very, 

□aoch coca plaining a: uim time. 


Marknton one 
A. E. Smi 
, Brad Sharp i 
Marlinton. w< 
I day on bosioei 
Renick Hr 
| Creek, a, visi 
Mrs. Walter 0 
Mrs. David 
I of Mrs. A. W. 
Paul DUler i 



W« are having very warm weather with con- l w 
•Idvrable rain which utakua the grass look tins In I »t 
thU part. 

Notwithstanding the steady down pour of rain I a. 
Sunday an immense crowd attended the Qhll I 
dren's lay aervlcea at this place, and every thing 1 Q 
went of quietly and eujoyabte. 

Mctan. Austin and Lttlloton Bird, of Mlaaourt, I v 
and Juo. W. Bird and Mrs. Cliff Matheney, of I 
Highland, were visiting friends and relatlvea In I 
this part this week. I 1 

W. A. (J. sharp Is In Marlmton this week at- I 
teudiug County Court. 

The Cove Hill school took up Monday with 1 
Mia Aline V. McMilllon. of Friar* Hill, (Jreeu- 1 
brier oouuty, as teacher. Miss McMilllon taught 1 
a vary successful school last winter, and the I 
pupils are glad to have her bac^ again. 

While working at Huntley 4 Sou's ramp near 1 
Frost last week Hroust 4harp received a vary I 
painful cut In the fool* at this time' we are glad I 
to state he la getting along nicely. 

• A A. Sharp and returned from Jamestown 1 
Satunlay. 

Pritchard A Townseod are detag a gopd epgi/ j 

chant tie business here now, and we hope to see 
our town build up., 

The Crumett Bras, have finished threshing *tu 
this pert, and did excellent wort. We hope to 
have them beck next veer. 


atom 


T1 

as t 

the 

obJ< 

mal 

belt 



>y 

ie 

te 

o 

I- 


I>orss MfaCmrtjr wss up from carttp Inal 
week making arrangemenUi for garden 
making, etc. 


11 


Rarneat Sharp 
forest flro oon 


Deputy game warden 
was called to look after a 

day last week. 

Charles McCarty baa moved Into town. 

Road working has begun In this section 
for which 1 suppose wo will soon have 
good roads. 

Mrs. 8. H. Sharp and little son. from 
Marlioton, were visiting friends and rela¬ 
tives in this section last week. 


Borne of the boys attended the big shoi 
1 1 at Marlioton last Thursday and r**j*»rt a 
floe large time. 


Quite a few of our farmers have coo 
tracted with the Marlioton Meat Co. to 
dispose of their wool for this season. 


Earnest Sharp 
few days ago. 


returned to Dentnar a 


W. P, Starch er, s former school teacher 
here, has returned to his home at Kipley. 
Jackson county, after a short visit here 
with friends. 



Mlaaee Margie Curry and V<m Kelley 

were visiting frleoda at Ctovsrllck Kmi 
time ago. 

Mtaa Grace Moore, of New Hope. *u 
In town one da y 1am week. she recently 
returned from Athena where Abe Attended 

•cbool the j>aat term. 

Early Dilley And Mina LuIa Biuaard At¬ 
tended the lot tale At MArUntoo last Wed 
iRAdA/«aqd report A nice time. 

5««Nrt 

J. D. Payne ± Co. bin 10 teama on 
the road hauling lumbar for thdr mill oo 
Bruffeya creek. a 

We bin aereral nan of typhoid ferer 
In onr town. Dr. Cola Attending pfcyd 
dan. 

Mr. T. O. Bydcnatrtcker waa in our 
village Sunday. 

C. F. Hull, of Huntington, la home on 
a visit 








prtttfM'f'Mjv furnuwt In the o»unty, <ii*d 
al bla bom at Kroat, Ttteaday, July BAth, 
TV year*. Hit Ud not bm la good 
baalili all Burnt***. Sunday be auffmd a 
Moke of paralysi* from wldcb b* did aot 
rrO'trr but it It * I two tLay* tal*f. H# waa 
tnarti*! llm* limit. )I« Oral narriad a 
lady to ibe w r n, Mb* died Jaarlag a ton, 
Oaurga, t*rm II*tog In Ulghland oouaiy. 
lie ivturood to thU uouoty and married j 
Maggi* Hlrd, a Highland coaaiy lady 
•ite diad ■ -n* Ore i*r aii yaara ago. About 
ditnen caontlui ago b# marriad lira. Har- 
riot Trim Me who at ill inrrlrw Ifa was 
burtad at Oraeu UU1 oennArry Wadofladty 
•erfIre* bHag OooducUd at tha M t 
Lhurcb at Float by K»v. Charlaa Hocgmii 
Mr. Rydor «m a lptm) preaebar la tba M; 
t Church Siuth, but ao far aa v§ raa 
luarn newr bad a circuit K?*a at feta 
adfaticcii a<* I* frojuaatly pnaaefead ha 
hia neighborhood. lie vraa a good tnaa 
and b« will bt graatly mlaaad la tbi cum 
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MAR LINTON. POCAHONTAS 


rmm and things 


Peer Editor: 

as 1 r»*ti the many panther ate* 
rlee In The Times. 1 sm reminded to 
1*11 mv txperlence of fifty-two yea:* 
ago. al eo 1 too almost saws par.* 
Iher 

One of my cousins, W. H Collins. 
• ho new lives near Durbin, and my- 
aelf hunted coons together We 
were armid with an old army pistol 
When the d gs would bark, one of us 
would buckle the old weapon around 
us and go up the tree. If we could 
sreat all we would bring the ccccs 
down. 

We lived at Hcs’.erman. There 
res a panther which stay 
d on Liurei Run on th8 east elds of 
ireenbrler River, right opposite Hos- 
erxan We had a cornfield on that 
ide of the river, and oue night my 
ousln and I went over there coon 
untlng We went around the field, 
at did not strike anything until wo 


nm n. s nH 

Henry M. Smith was born In Green 
brier county Sept. i3 I$35 at d de¬ 
parted thU life Oct 27. 1927 at the 
age of 42. Mr. Smith wa* *n to 
ployee c f the C Jfe O B R firmanv 
yea*s and had charge of the station 
at Heard. W Va . during the time 
that the lumber operations were 
going on at Denmar and Spice Run 
which made the office a ve'T Im¬ 
portant one. He was verjtfflclent 
and steady in his work and his close 
application to the duties of his office 
for so many years, no doubt brought 
on the 111 health which finallj result¬ 
ed In hla death at so early an age 

In the year Dec. 24. 1907, Mr 
Smith was united In marriage with 
Mbs Ethllne Llvasy of Krankford, 
W Va and they set up housekeep 
Ing at Heard which was their only 
home until ill health forced him to 
give up work. There they made 
many friends and spent many happy 
years. During all these years It was 


BUSINESS MEN 


lx * lbe P 1 ** wher ® we entered ^ privilege and profit to koo* them 
„ . . , and to rejdce with them in the 

There the dogs struck track, rai happiness and prosperity which was 
it about 400 yards on a hemloc.. 

mk. and began barking up a birch , 0u ^ ov . 20( l921 Mr Smith united 


-ec on steep ground. 

The night was very dark, so I buck- 
id oc the old weapon and up the 
« I wem as far as I could get. 1 
u d not see so I thought I would 
ake It oat. When 1 tried to shake 
• tree would Just swing. 

1 said to my cousin there is some 
ing on this tree larger than a coon. 
1 cat a large sprout oil of the tree, 
i began thrashing in the top of 
i tree The dogs were watching 
U to fail. It jumped out dowo 
i hu among the laurels. It made 
werful racket. Away went the 
r« shunt two hundred yards and 
id again, bat the dogs did not 
f. • that It had Jumped out. We 
HI x oo the track, and It ran a 
*t ItaUnoe and treed again it 
•<d always jump out before we 
trt gee tell* dogs- After It had 
m used several times It let some 
u* awU.Mt yeas yoa aver beard 
Lf 4 * lc,ud *** left there as 
** 1 ae pedbla to I believe mi 

“ 1n>m • panther 

- it was too dost. 


wee agteo 


C P Gelltna. 


*oa»vr 


with the Presbyterian church up.vi 
prosesslon of faith and his pastor and 
all the members of the church were 
greatly encouraged to know that one 
who had always stood so well in the 
community and was so capable, had 
thrown his whole Influence and ex¬ 
ample upon the 9ide of the Kingdom 
of Christ. The grief aud sorrow of 
all his friends can only be imagined 
when they learned that an Insidious 
disease had attacked him and that 
he had to give up his position and 
removed to Krankford where for all 
these years he had lingered in grad 
ual decline. The end came as a 
longed for release from a crushing 
burden. Eternity alone can reveal 
to ua why one who was so well fitted 
to serve the Kingdom of Christ 
should be thus taken before he lived 
out half tils days Hut God In his 
Infinite wisdom willed it so and we 
can oolv aay. "It la tin Lord, let 
Him do what acemelh Him good 
There remain to bear the burden 
UiU grief, hla wife and their children 
Ladle, titer Mil Henry. Louise, Kvla, 
and liana, and two sisters Mrs. John 
Meuse of Williamsburg. Mrs S it 
Keel and one brother Harper Smith 
of Mar talon 


The Weet Vliglele Pob ic Health 


On !e*t Friday night inut meet- 
ing of tbi buslnr s men of the com¬ 
munity was held In the dining room 
of the Marlin Sewell Hotel. Tbe , OJ 
purocst of the meeting was to hear ■ , 

u e report of S H Wallace, who h**| M 
j ut returned from N-.v \ ork. where 
lie had met with the director* of the I 
United States Leather Company Ini t| 
reference to the matter of rebuilding 
their large plant at Marllntou. 

While Mr Wallace could not say 
that the Mar'.lnton Tannery would bo 
rebuilt, he d!d say the matter was 
still under consideration and definite 
decision had been posponei until 
Tuesday. 

The men present decided to organ¬ 
ize a Business Mena* Cooperative 
Association of Marllntou. This was 
a wise move If the tannery is re¬ 
built we will have an organization 
to cooperate with the big Industry of 
our community. If the worst comes 
we will have an organization through 
which to work In seeking other In¬ 
dustrie*. 

S B. Wallace was elected preal 
dent, and K. M Sydoor. secretary 
A committee appointed for to draft 
and submit a constitution and bylaws 

The following resolution was pass 
ed and signed by the business men of 
the town aud mailed to the United 
States Leather Company : 


"Be It resolved by the Business 
Men’s Cooperative Association of 
Marllnton, that It will at all times 
endeavor to Indues Industries to lo¬ 
cate in our town, and that this Ass>* 
elation will Insist that all industries 
which shall locate In Marilnton, shall 
be treated fairly, and especially as to 
the matteis of taxation, and necessa 
ry sewerage, and we assure the Union 
T*nolng Company that if It ahall 
rebuild its plant in our towu that It 
will have at all times our mes; loya 
support," 

before adjourning all the members 
of the Association by a standing 
yote expr«s«ed their appreciation of 
Mr Wallace and his well directed 
public spirited endeavors for the up 
bui'dlng of the county and eyamu 
nity. 


CIRCULAR ON SHEEP BUSING 


A 62 page circular giving a com¬ 
prehensive disc us don on everyth!** 
from the status of the sheep Indue-1 
iff lm Rh mMaIi ifciTr— 1 
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What was Glade Hill has troubled 
the thinkers of this county for many 
years. It 19 a ridge on the bottom 
of Galford’s Creek near Dunmore in 
sight of the State Highway. It is 
about a half mile long and about 
* evenly feet high and looked at from 
a distance appears to be a grassy rail¬ 
way embankment of gigantic propor¬ 
tions. But examined more closely it 
assumes the shape of an overturned! 
boat shaped like a log canoe, broad in 
in the center and running to a peak 
at both ends. It is covered with a 
carpet of tine blue grass sod without 
a weed to mar the smoothness ot* its 
coat. It Is surrounded by rich farm 
bottom land, some of the best produ 
cing land In the county. On the east 
tide rises the Allegheny mountain on 
the other side is a limestone hill. 
Glade llill is such a symetrical mound 
lhat many have thought it to be the 
work of man, but the presence on its 
top of round creek pebbles has stood 
In the way of that theory. 

Here is another guess at the origin 
of Glade Hill, on J. N Wllfong’s 
farm in Green Rank district. It is 
of • gaoler In the Ice age. 
btich hills are oJaasItied In the geolo- 
g a* esltets, which comes from the 
Jr 1 * or d» eaaers, meaning a ridge 
Hi the northern staten, especially 
• 1 * * **• ***** “lore common 
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at both ends. It Is covered with » 
carpet of fine blue grass sod without 
a weed to mar the smoothness of its 
coat. It is surrounded by rich farm 
bottom land, some of the best produ¬ 
cing land in the county. On the east 
side rises the Allegheny mountain on 
the other side is a limestone hilh 
Glade Hill is such a symetrlcal mound 
that many have thought it to be the 
work of man, but the presence on its 
top of round creek pebbles has stood 
In the way of that theory. 

Here is another guess at the origin 


of Glade ntll, on ,1. N Wilfong’s 
farm in Green Bank district. It isl 
the work of a glacier in the ice age. 
Such hills are classified in the geolo¬ 
gies as eskeis, which comes from the 
Irish word, eascra, meaning a ridge. 

Id the northern states especially 
in Maine they are more commonl 
than this far south and they have | 
a great development in Scandinavia 
where they ruu for many miles. In 
this country it was warm for many 
years and then it got cold. The Ice 
Age set iu. After a period when the 
whole world had been warm and 
rainy, it began to get cold, and all 
the animal land life in the northern 
parts of creation perished or tied to 
the south. Many are supposed to have 
crowded into caves and perished there 
Many of the species disappeared en 
tirely, especially the huge overgrown 
animals which could not withstand 
the cold winds on their great bulks 
and which could not outrun the ap 
proach of the first winter, and which 
had no place to shelter. 

I’p to that time the great rainfalls 
and the floods at well as the winds 
and the suns had been shaping the 
mount all.a and the land Into accept 
• ' 1 A i. uniain hewlv urhiat. 
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there had been laid down the big 
glade that was In time to be rich 
farms. It was In about tlie same 
shape that it is now, only it was 
about seventy feet higher, that Is all 
of it was on the level with the top of 
the esker. It had been formed by 
the wash from the east, nobody 
knows how many miles away. Many 
of the stones had rolled on the bot¬ 
tom of the turbulent streams until, 
they were round as baTTs The 9ttr- j 
face of the bottom or glade was cov¬ 
ered with them. Then the ice shut 
down on the world and some of the 
perpetual ice that the ineffectual 
summers could not melt, extended as 
far south and farther than Pocahon¬ 
tas county. Anyway there Is no ques 
tion but that the big glade on Gal- 
ford creek, a branch of Sitllngtons 
creek, was held firm uy tiie ice for 
many thousand years. 

It endured for a season, a geologi¬ 
cal season, and presently the the sun 
spot or whatever it was that caused 
the long cold spell got better and the 
ice began to melt and the streams 
came to life under the ice and com¬ 
menced to wear away the surface and 
deliver the mud to the sea and this 
went on for a long time under the ice 
before the Ice caps disappeared. 

At Glade Hill, the bottom land 
was so broad that there was room for 
two streams to begin the cutting so 
one started on the west side of the 
level land and the other on the east 
side and It Is the work of these 
streams ever widening and turning 
and changing their courses that ac 
count for the line level fields on either 
h °f the esker. For some reason 
or Ollier there was a long winding 
strip of land on which the toe still 
held and as long as the freeze remain 
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spot or whatever it was that caused 
the long cold spell got better and the 
Ice began to melt and the streams 
came to life under the ice and com¬ 
menced to wear away the surface and 
deliver the mud to the sea and this 
went on for a long time under the ice 
before the ice caps disappeared. 

At Glade Hill, the bottom land 
was so broad that there was room for 
two streams to begin the cutting so 
one started on the west side of the 
level land and the other on the east 
side and it is the work of these 
streams ever widening and turning 
and changing their courses that ac 
count for the fine level fields on either 
side of the esker. For some reason 
or other there was a long winding 
strip of land on which the ice still 
held and as long as the freeze remain 
ed in that strip there was no erosion, 
and the streams cut down the levels 
on the sides and left the strip at its 
original height, so that when the ice 
disappeared in the course of the ages 
a fine winding symmetrical ridge ap¬ 
peared, to the wonder and admira¬ 
tion cf the pioneer, who named the 
place Glade Hill from its most nota¬ 
ble feature. Going up the stream at 
its fiist noticeable bend, the storms 
cf time have broken it in two, and 
while the esker is plain to be seen 
extending farther north between the 
waters of the two creeks, yet it is the 
green Lil) at the southern end that 
ha* been given the Dima. 

The county road runs between the 
two. the gap being taken advantage 
of in the neighborhood road. The 
round creek bed stones on top of the 
iidge were not carried there from a 
lower level. They came from some 
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held ann as long is me ireeze remain 
ed In that strip there was no erosion, 
and the streams cut down the levels 
on the sides and left the strip at Its 
original height, so that when the Ice 
disappeared In the course of the ages 
a fine winding symmetrical ridge ap 
peered, to the wonder and admira¬ 
tion cf the pioneer, who named the 
place Glade Hill from its most nota¬ 
ble feature Going up the stream at 
its first noticeable bend, the storms 
of time have broken it in two, and 
while the esker is plain to be seen 
extending farther north between the 
waters of the two creeks, yet it is the 
green hill at the southern end that 
has been given the name. 

The county road runs between the 
two, the gap being taken advantage 
of in the neighborhood road The 
round creek bed stones on top of the 
ridge were not carried there from a 
lower level. They came from some 
much higher point when the top of 
the ridge was the bed of the stream 

Here are some of the names given 
to heaps and deposits made by the ice 
in the ice age; 

Moraines. Irregular ridges, when 
terminal transverse to the ice flow. 

Drum! Ins, ovate hills, elongate. 

parallel to ice flow. 

Ramea, round to ovate hills group- 
• l transv#ne to glacier. 

£a*erm, winding, elongate, parallel 
to Ice flow. 
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ridge were not carried tliere from a 
lower level. They came from some 
much higher point when the top of 
the ridge was the bed of the stream. 

Here are some of the names given 
to heaps and deposits made by the Ice 
In the ice age; 

Moraines. Irregular ridges, when 
terminal, trausverse to the Ice How. 

Drumllns, ovate hills, elongate, 
parallel to ice /low. 

Kames, round to ovate hills group¬ 
ed transverse to glacier. 

Eskers, winding, elongate, parallel 
to Ice flow. 

Frontal aprons, outwash plains 
beyond morainal deposits. 

A most magnificent set of kames 
are to be seen in the same valley to 
the south of Glade Hill and on the 
other side of Sltllngtons Creek In the 
long valley that Joins with an Imper¬ 
ceptible divide the country of the 
valley drained by Sltllngtons Creek 
and Knapps Creek. 

I have given you all a lot of geology 
lately and 1 have no apology to make 
strictly speaking, any further than Is 
< ue for the presentation of thoughts 
In general to an unwilling world 
i he modern scheme of civilization 
demands It however, and it more and 
more tends to the printed word rath* 
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from the camp during the late war, 
and exhibited an honorable discharge 
1 think lie showed it to me first for 1 
I was a member of the legal advisory 
board for thp soldiers, and had a good 
deal to do with them. The paper 
stated that he had not been accepted 
for further service on the grounds of 
limbecillty. I told him to guard that 
[paper and keep it carefully out on no 
account to show it to anybody If 
anybody asked for his papers to refer] 
him to me. ■ 

Men know the difference between] 
land whereon you can hardly grow 
[switch large enough to be used in the 
Tanning of the Shrew, and the land 
where great trees grow and which 
are ready to furnish comfort and pro¬ 
visions for the multitudes. 

Probably the reason that the geolo 
gy of the book is unpopular is because 
[of the strange ami unfamiliar names 
like paleozoic, meaoxoic, and cenozoic. 
Those are names for ancient life, 
middle life, and modern life, and 
after you get the hang of the lan¬ 
guage It becomes easier. 

All men know that limestone en 
riches land, that a sandstone will do 
to build a chimney, and coal will 
burn 1 never took any stock in that 
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* ' x .; ^ rn 1 do not think it at ail probable that 
V > k lv any man ever made a break like that. 

A,K * * s tliat P ar * °* geology that 
Lsi.t'vitr.trt llAS Ui do wltt) fossils, concerning 
reared en | i Am trying to find out about, 

once followed a deer I 
reminded a friend the other 
day that more men make a living out 
of fossils, than out of any other 
branch of industry, in West Virginia 
, , J *nd this is eminently true, when you 
? * *nd< :ea:e:]Q ^ r ttat coal is a fossil. 

We have a lot of coal in Pocahcntas 
county but owing to the great abun¬ 
dance of this source of light, heat. 
*’ • jX'*ir, in more favored sections 
Virginia it is not likely that 
*e wi see it deve'oped very soon. 1 
“* derstaod that when a geologist of 
frwtt renown announced that 
’ •} • a i untold tens of 
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There is do doubt that grass will 
grow in every part of the county once 
the trees are conquered and the sun 
allowed to shine upon the ground. 
And we are inclined to think that 
because the Rig Lime is ail on the 
west side of the river that the west 
side is the favored side. But that 
does not account for the splendid 
farms and pastures on the east side 
of the river and my recent observa¬ 
tion has shown me that the land on 
the east side of the river lias its full 
complement of lime 

Years ago Wesley Mollohan, one of 
the wisest men I ever knew, said 
that the reason that the Rig Lime 


been written 
no more, that 
most useless c 
that while It 
writings as fi 
what lias bee 
if the new nc 
facts by insi 
and imagina 
compiish notl 
Undoubted 
science whlcl 
as geology, < 
And I am pn 
it is due to < 
next few yea 
1 am pref 
my reading 
gists need a 
ty, on the ro< 
a few weeks 
equal to a 
would open t 
that the Lori 
My researc 
triumph. Y 
truth brough 
I pronounced 


WHEN 





































Edray 
county 
forty ml 
)evoniai 
tions, j 
array c 
nd upt 

Jber m 
Ing fos 
the tra 
rge to 
engines 
in ai)nr< 













y well contei 
1 thought 
?as well wo 
ectlon, and 
still more 
rt. That w 
rs ago. I 1 
fed but I ha 
onger ago 
)ght me a 
; he had fo 
iy Bottom, t 
that and I 
e I had n 
> that of a p 
ow appears 






















rorid. It 

he height 

i&t county 

*ars Tn 
vakening. 
tlie 'act, 
rattling 
ersiou to 
nd back 
, so I be- 1 
he coun- ni 
of rocks, ge 
n I have pr 
t is, one ta 
istcms of 
muments 
. a great 
an arrow 

lias arch 
e a mem- 
eo’ogical 
key, and 
lasting 
a science 
j, and so 

dee. My 
the keen 
igo. The 
<he storm 
an aged 
n the un 
Vhal are 

















3 arrow 

is arch 

a meno 
jlotflcal 
ey, and 
lasting 
science 
and so 

«. My 
i6 keen 
.. The 
stones 
1 aged 
the un 
at are 
to hit 
reply 
irds it 
that I 
myself 
o rocks 

ss will 
ty once 
ibe sun 
[round, 
uk that 
on the 
be west 
it that 
plendld 
•at aide 
>t*berva- 


„ nurfect In, anu uiat it ih otl 
b n CO aclences the least in fact 

r'senTtome that If a gW* 

‘ are to accept as facts all that hacl 
been written on the subject, and do 
no more, that he would be about tbe 
most useless of men. It sterns to me 
that while it is right to accept the 
writings as facts, that they represent 
what has been dscovered, and that 
If the new man cannot add to these 
facts by insight, work, observation, 
and Imagination that he will ac¬ 
complish nothing. 

Undoubtedly there has been no 
science which has changed so utterly 
as geology, within so short a time. 
And I am pretty well convinced that 
it is due to change still more in the 
next few years. 

I am pretty well convinced from 
my reading that most of the geolo 
gists need a trip to Pocahontas coun- 


I ty, on the roof of the world, and that 
j» few weeks spent here would ne 
equal to a liberal education and 
would open their eyes to the wonders 
that the Lord hath made. 

My research lias brought one petty 
triumph. Years ago a seeker after 
| truth brought me stone beads which 
1 Pounced to he Indian beads, and 
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were crinid stem'-' or stone lillies. 
And so the nutter rested until I siw 
iii & hr» iir *-u. .. day by such, a 
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great geologist that ordinary geolo 
gists become stratified at the mere 
t mention of his name, that the Seneca 
' Indians used crinid stems for beads. 

. I was right in the first instance for 
: tuese were crinid stems cut into little 
• sections with a hole through the 


k center.* 




: Notice to Tax-Payers 


Notice is hereby given that the un- 
1 deralgned Sheriff of Pocahontas Coun 
, tjr will attend in person or by deputy 
at the following time and place for 
the purpose of taxes: 


ADI* yVBA A K lllCTU ir*P 


0lJ en Bank District Is the most northern district 
It ls bou nced on the north and north-west 
by” r d ::: county, on tne east by PendTeton and Highland 
counties, south by Huntersville and Edray Districts. The 
surface is broken and mountainous. The fountain streams 
cf the Greenbrier river constitute the dreinage system. 

Acong these are the east and west branches of the Greenbrier 
river. Little River, Deer Creek, north fork of Deer Creek 
and Leatherbark Creek. 

The old mill which has been mentioned witn tne macnine 
in connection with the making of tools and implements of iron 
and steel. This machine was used in drawing out and flanning 
large iron and steel for making wagon tires, horse shoes, 
shovel plows, bolts, nails and shaping out heavy iron work. 
Thermite of the old Mill end Tilt Hammer is on the land of 
Henry Tfooadell, near Greenbank, in Greenbank District. The 
pit and embankments may be see^n on the west side of the road 
between Martin Sutton's Blacksmith shop and Henry Wooddell's 
nouse. The old Mill race is now used for the county road. 

Tnis mill was a great labor saving for the community end had 
its niche in the early development of the community. 

Harman Conrad of Frederick County, Maryland, purchased 
t£ie Taylor Grant from John Erown, on A ugust 3 r( *, 1799» 

arid began to harness the water power of Ilorth Fork, which was 
celled Cartmills Creek at that time. He built a Tub Mill or 
Cjrn w^icn was kept in running condition for ten or fifteen 


yeSTS ' KiS S ° n ’ Soloraon Conrad, wno was a veteran - 
' rar or ms, after golng through the war - ° the 

discharged too* charge of tt . ^ ^ ^ J"* 
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tlrck sffiith s t lop, and supplied the neighborhood with wagons. 

?ne late William Sutton of the hill neighborhood, learned the 
wagon makers trade under Patrick Bruffey and carried on the 
work long after the Civil IVar. Patrick 3ruffey was Magis¬ 
trate in the community for several years and became Sheriff 
of Pocahontas County later. 

The pioneer, Daniel Kerr, who, soon after the Revolu¬ 
tionary tfar, located on Deer Creek, now below the town of Boyer 
established a grist mill, saw mill, blacksmith shop and managed 
a store and hie place became one of industry for that paxt of 
the community. A lathe was installed at this place and was 


operated by Frederick Phillips, who vras a wheelright, and made 
spinning wheels, looms, reels, spools, spool frames, and chairs 
Tr:e site of this old mill may be seen on the north side of the 


creek near tne east end of the hevener farm. 

The pioneer Luday Taylor, who was a veteran of the 


rar of 1812, purchased land from Solomon Townsend and others 
In 1819, end settled on Galford's Creek. He erected a grist 

“ i11 anfl £ 6aw mil1 - mill was kept in running condition 

until about 1580, end had its niche in the early advancement 
and Development of that part of Greenback community. The old 
Taylor r.omeetead is now owned by Arch Galford. 


T.'iug ig noted some of 
Oreenbank Dietrlct, Pocahontas 
leads the County in Industrial 


the early developments of 
County, w ich District now 
development. 
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iHMiafc*-' — 10 JU> ' 7''First settlers In the SW 
«• Drlnn ° nS " 6 of visiter Drlnnon of Ir- 

Comraunl ty. Tho.es hrlnnoh son ^ cabin stood 

land, settled In Edray shout • . sprins under the 

on the bank near the present graveyard. * 

hank has always been known as the Drlnnon Spring. 

from the cabin was a favorite casing place for Indr n . 

ssny stone relics have been found here. Other prooi ol 

site of this cabin was an old apple orchard, and one tree re- 

sains to this day. over a hundred years old and known as the 

Drinnon apple. This field is known as the "iOld Orchard 

Field". A part of it belongs to W. L. Price and the other 


pert to A. R. Gay. 

Early records tell us that Thomas drinnon was a 
soldier with General ^ewis in the Battle of Point Pleasant. 


,/hen he returned home, he found his cabin in ruins. His 
wire had been killed by the Indians, and his son Charles 
carried into captivity. He was so broken up over his wife’s 
death end the fate of his son that he returned to the army 
end nerched beyond the Ohio River. 

At the close of the war he returned to his mountain 
bo-, but there were no ties to hold him, and he resolved to 
;ourncy to the went, end there among savage vtribes searoh lor 
bl. lo.. ao with hi. nn. ho pushed out into th* ,u_ 

1 y.., p....u th.r. w.ro no tiding. 0 f him. 


lile frienda beliovod met he 
orueity. The reot lhut 
Kortbweat •»<* found hie loot 


hud loin,** o victim or ouvege 
he hed Journeyed rer to the 
won in poseaelon of e trader 
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and at last 


- — J ° Urney , ' 83 ^’is now Pooahon- 


near Detroit. 

. onrt lived many years in 
reaohed home and liven 


both 


tas County. 


. ad a large boundary of land, several thousand 

■ jrinnon ovmed a larg u Drin- 

aores that extended from Indian Draft to Stony 


from the old settler. 


The Drinnons 


non’s Ridge took its name 

this section long ago and we Know nothing of the 


left 

of these brave pioneers. 

The settlers to follow the Drinnons were the Moores. 
About l)B0 Robert Moore, Sr. moved to Edray from the Bridger 
place on Greenbrier River and settled on the Drlnnon holdings. 


He and his boys opened up a fine farm and erected a two story 
brick dwelling—the only brick dwelling in tuo community. 

Robert Moore and his wife lived and aied in the "brick mansion”. 

He was born in 176o and died 1858 a^ed niuoo^ ./aois. Ilia 
grave was the first in the Edray Graveyard. 

Robert iooro’s farm was divided among his sons and one daughter. 
Tr.e names of t..e sons were: Isaao, James, YJilliam and Robert, Jr. 
;-.obert received the old homestead and lived there several years. 

In 1867 he aold the old home to J. W. Sharp. 

1...0 i-oore oettlod in the wools Just opposite the present site 
or th. ;.«re, Uhuroh. HI. home wee e hewed log house about alx- 
t.ea by tw.nt, r.et, two etorloe high, eheved.shingle roof, 
obi need end d.ub.d well., on. door end on. wlndowin th. first 

story. !0 1V11 . fin. rrom. hou.o wen eroded on the site or 
Utie old log house by 0. B. Uoore. 

About lb.l drey Connunlty ...rm.d wuh , 01dl , r , 

the aorob or la eaau. ^ 

». 1...0 -core oontreoted comp fever ,„a 





- 3 ‘ Sle s from "bioh he died, 

too ... -.«>•* •" ‘ 


father. 


early settler i n this 

Colonel John Baxter naa an e Y ^ member 

community. He came here «hout 1800 oan fee fou nd. 

...» — - ,0 at »- 

:-;:Lr”rr“r^., Trr = 

^lee from the Drlnnon cahin. He was the first Colonel 
the 137th Regiment. In the organization of the county, he 
.as a leader and he held a prominent place in the early his¬ 
tory of the county. Vihen the county was first formed, he 
administered the oathsof office to the other members of the 
first court in 1822. For many years he was a justice of the 


peace and a member of the Pocahontas County Court. He did 
much in framing business papers and frequently adjusted dis¬ 
putes out of court. His library was the largest and best 
in the county, containing over a hundred volumes. 

About this time there became a popular demand for 


a Constitutional Convention and the .assembly in 1827-28 pass¬ 
ed an act providing that vote be taken upon the question. 

This resulted in a large majority in favor of the convention 
end tftat body assembled in Hiohmond, Ootober 5, 1829. This 
•ea the moat remarkable body of men that had assembled in 

m ‘ UU * ln ° e »»• “adluon a „d - an „ ton _ 

re. .x-pro.ld.nl. of th. United utnt„ n„a m<my oth „, r# _ 

7“* f ° r U, °‘ r ’ nl Th. body wun oonpo3Bd 

r,elon ■“» ln°thn"umuS b o? 
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The ^dray 


. B „ t9r representing Pocahontas 

B ong these was John Barlo ws, Smiths, 

Other early settlers sere the 

uncans, and Duffields. 

r Post “ffioe nas established abou 

. „ a3 the first post office In Pocahontas County, 
and was the n ^ - +he i a te 

Mrs. Eliza Moore, mother of 

r:r”“- t-” 

She said "Call the post office Edrei, leave 
a Bible name. she saia, 

Off the el and add ay malting Sdray the name". (Numbers El-33) 
The name Edrei means a fortress. In JosJ.ua it is stated 
that Edrei is one of the fenced cities, and that may have 
suggested tne name to Mrs. -core, for at a very early date 
little village was a fenced clearing. George P. Moore 
i appointed postmaster in 1856 by President Pierce. He 


this 
was 

was only sixteen years of age when he assumed this responsi¬ 
bility. He served as postmaster until 1885. William Scott 
was appointed postmaster under President Cleveland for some 
tine, and then George P. Moore was appointed again and served 
until nis death in 1922. His service made him tne oldest 
powtcaater in the United States. He served sixty-four yrs. 


In the early days mills were of great importance 

• an .. n„d that the first mill was built by Hobart Moore Sr 

• t th. head of Big -prtag. This hous, a Uowed iog 

** U4t ** ’ l “° " “ t0rl, >" with e twenty foot 

•P' «*. Th» U.U. eauipmont of the «iU oonaiated or 

of runnorw both * . oonaiatod or two 

oth., ,l r ^ ' ° n ° r ° r « r ^din 6 ***** 

trmaxng ou*u tt**a ouup«. 






f tM community built near 

:t. nr»t BQ " “ 1U ° an4 ^ water from the same 

-^" lUM rJu 8 e af ormeny years enl this spot 

These mil 1 ® *.w e oommunity* 

aoutoe. 111 . oa „ center of tne 

«. — important bus - ^ ^ ^ ^ by William 

The first store Isaa0 M oNeel, 

laos sal Henry Berio*, and George 

““ l0C6U0IU , h00l3 in the community were held in the 

The first schools in xne 

59 ttl.rs -homes. The teacher received free hoard in the 
none, or his pupils and would spend a wee* in the home of on 
pupU and then nee on to the next. The first real school 
nous, we, near hrs. George Baxter's home. The house was a 
round log structure with clapboard roof held in place by press 


poles. The fire place took up moat of one end of the room. 

It was nade of rough stone and the chimney was made of slats 
• ad sud. For light greased paper was pasted over the oracks. 
eets sere made of split loga, holes bored and pins put in 
fr,r legs. The term of eohool was three months and the teaoher's 
•alary one dollar a month for ouch pupil. 


The firat ohuroh In tho Edroy Community waa built on 
J Crook »M o.iled hemlln Ch.pel. it la e howod log 
*“ ,w ‘*«* .United end doub.d, ohovod ,hln«l. roof. ,14. 

ten... ond for sent, long bonoho. with .lot book.. a,,,. 
M. «o. Old. tailorU. t.k.n out , h . building 

.... Thl. oburob 

"** t ' lU leap end la atili In uaa. 
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THURSDAY, MARCH 10. 192S 


On the Huntersville road as you 
approach Marl inton. the boundary of 
town is crossed just round the sharpl 
turn of the hill, and before there is 
any Intimation that a town is anyl 
where near. The next turn shows a 
larfre, twenty acre, unfenced clearing 
on the prehistoric river terrace, some 
thlnjf like a hundred feet above the 
level of Knapps creek. This is called 
the Hamilton field, and at the time 
the town was projected was a part of 
the A. M. McLaughlin farm.The held 
comes down close to tire court house 
being bounded on that side by a beau 
tlful natural grassy bank. This 
twenty acres win form the next im¬ 
portant annex to the town. It is al 
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THE POCAHONTAS TIMES 

ICntered at tlie Postofflce at Marlin 
on, W. Va., as second class matter 


CALVIN W. PRICE, Editor. 


THURSDAY, MARCH 15. 1928 


On the Huntersville road as you 
approach Marllnton. the boundary of 
town is crossed just round the sharp 
turn of the hill, and before there is 
any Intimation that a town is any 
where near. The next turn sho ws a 
large, twenty acre, unfenced clearing 
on the prehistoric river terrace, some 
thing like a hundred feet above the 
level of Knapps creek. This is called 
the Hamilton field, and at the time 
the town was projected was a part of 
the A. M. McLaughlin farm.The field 
comes down close to the court hause 
being bounded on that side by a beau 
tlful natural grassy bank. This 
twenty acres will form the next im¬ 
portant annex to the town. It is al 
ready encircled on half its boundary 
b) a hard surfaced state highway, in 
other words, the Huntersville road. 

It »• In turn bounded by a higher 
terrace or flat of aeveral hundred 
acre* a I of which U In the city limits 
**mi It would seem that it was the 

fi ft.* t 
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porcino annex i<> die town, it Is al 
ready encircled on half its boundary 
by a hard surfaced state highway, in 
other words, the Huntersville road. 

It is in turn bounded by a higher 
terrace or Hat of several hundred 
acres all of which is in the city limits 
and it would seem that it was the 
natural place for the center of the 
town, but the fact that the railroad 
follows the river left it to one side 
of the court house while the building 
was done on the other or railroad 
side. There is another reason too 
why it was not built upon. It was 
reserved for the millionaire’s row, 
and in those days when hopes ran 
high, it was consdered to be but a 
matter of time when there would be 
a milllonaiie set in town and so we 
determined to park them on the 
beautiful heights on the eastern bor¬ 
der of the town. But the million 
aire did not materialize. The time 
came when the heighth c f the aver 
age man's ambition was to have a car 
arid a gallon of gasoline and the 
world was hls’n So it looks now as 
If the natural growth of the town 
would react) out and take in tiie Ham 
lltou Held and that It would be occu 
pied by the workers of the wor.d 
hutted jf the workers of tl elr fellow 
MO. 


UCVill A. 

death of T’ 
Hotetourt 
Thomas 
Thomas 1 
Revolutloi 
Thomas I 
Tills late 
Heard put 
to the Re 
my age, a 
father as 
The re< 
Revolutif 
of the S 
father w 
tlan. Hi 
who was 
the arms 
1780, ai 
the last i 
months. 

He wi 
Livelv's 
Judge L 
Judge’s 
ease wh 
annouiv 
Appomi 
Marg 
four ch 
grandfa 
married 
cation i 




age man's ambition was to have a car 
and a gallon of gasoline and tire 
world was his’n. So ic looks now as 
if the natufai growth of tlie town 
would reach out and take in the Flam 
ilton field and that it would be occu¬ 
pied by the workers of the world, 
instead of the workers of their fellow 
men. 

On the terrace next above the llano 
ilton field is the site of the farm once 
called the Powell place, now generally 
referred to as Cemetery Hill. It was 
the part of the plantation on which 
wy father was born, and he rests 
within a few steps of his birth place. 

The names of these fields are from 
the men who cleared them. I do not 
know who Powell was but the Ham 
ilton field was named for William 
Hamilton who married into 
community. 

while Sam Houston was 
still the dictator of Texas he moved 
central Texas and ,was sheriff of 
i Unco county during Its most terri- 
J,e days, when the Comanche Indians 
went on the war path and carried 
otalb and destruction ail 
that part of Tim. 

Houston was born in I7y;< In 
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still the dictator or i exas ne moved 
to central Texas and was sherilTof| cc 
Blanco county during its most terri-1 Jl 
hie days, when the Comanche Indians 
went on the war path and carried 
death and destruction all through 
that part of Texas. 

Sam Houston was born in 1793 in L 
Rockbridge county. Hamilton was s 
born in 1811 and died in Blanco coun 1 ° 
ty, Texas, in 1894. Houston died in y 
1862. But Austin, the capital city, 1' 
is next to Blanco county and Houston 1 
was governor of the state of Texas in 1 
1859, and up to his death, and they I 
must have been together a great deal. I 
Houston was governor when the state 
seceded and he refused to sign the! 
order, and the secession of the state! 
broke him so that he died. Houston 1 
had worked for many years to bring 
Texas into the Union and he could 
not survive the action taken to secede 
When the first company was form 
*d for tiie confederacy at Hunts 
vllle, the home of Sam Houston, he 
was asked to review Die troops. Tills 
he consented to do. He put on his 
big blue army uniform. He called 
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had worked Tor many years to Dring 
Texas into the Union and he could 1 u 
not survive the action taken to secede | 
When the first company was form 
ed for the confederacy at Hunts 
ville, the home of Sam Houston, he 
was asked to review the troops. This 
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big blue army uniform. He called 
an imaginary roll of all those politi 
cians of the vicinity who had favored 
secession. None answered. Then 
he called the names of the sons of 
these men and none answered. Then 
he called the name of his son Sam 
Houston, Jr., who had enlisted as a . 
southern soldier with his f ather’s 1 10 
consent. Young Houston answered 
present. The old war horse said in 
the most impressive way: 

“A striking thing it is that those 
who are most invincible in time of 
peace are most invisible in war. 

The significance of this utterance 
lea in the fact that the seceders did 
not anticipate that they were bring 
ing on a war. They were relying on 
their construction of a point of law. 

When thev Ollt liHM nf tl 
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an imaginary roll ol all those politi 
clans of the vicinity who had favored 
secession. None answered. Then 
lie called the names of the sons of 
these men and none answered. Then 
tie called the name of his son Sam 
Houston, Jr., who had enlisted as a 
southern soldier with his father’s 
consent. Young Houston answered 
present. The old war horse said in 
the most impressive way: 

“A striking thing it is that those 
who are most invincible in time of 
peace are most invisible in war. 

The significance of this utterance 
ies in the fact that the seceders did 
not anticipate that they were bring 
ing on a war. They were relying on 
their construction of a point of law 
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consent. Xoung nousiuu *'»vverea 
present. The old war horse said in 

the most impressive way: 

“A striking thing it is that those 
who are most invincible in time of 
peace are most invisible in war. 

The significance of this utterance 
ies in the fact that the seceders did 
not anticipate that they were bring 
ing on a war. They were relying on 
their construction of a point of law. 

When they put one of th national 
conventions in Texas "this 
Clem Shaver went down 
plow the first furrow and 
ground for the great 
that is being constucted there 
in which the throng is to 
yip and yelp its tedious way through 
a kind of a war dance, the minds of 
the old timers went back to other 
days when the saying was that 
nobody went to Texas except for 
a cause, and they told a tale of the 
experience meeting in a tavern where 
the crowd agreed to confess what 
each had gone to Texas for Oue said 
une thing and one said another and 
*11 had suflleient cause to move, until 
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tl)»t is being constucteci mere 
in which tne throat? is to 
yip and yelp its tedious way through 
a kind of a war dance, the minds of 
the old timers went back to other 
days when the saying was that 
nobody went to Texas except for 
a cause, and they told a tale of the 
experience meeting in a tavern where j 
the crowd agreed to confess what 
each had gone Co Texas for One said 
one thing and one said another and 
all had sufficient cause to move, until 
the last man said that the reason he 
had come was because he had refused 
to build a church. This caused ques 
tions to be asked, and it appeared 
that in some eastern community they 
has raised a fund to build a church 
*nd had made the immigrant the 
treasurer. 

J'ut that Is all a figment. A lot of 
our people with the restless foot went 

•r'V*! i ^ Kfandfatlier on my moth 
• e went there with my grand 

arm** r ‘ ? V “other a baby in the 
fcUj ‘ 4 u ®* ro They stayed 

* *UUI * v«b. «...4 .1.. 
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»»>• i * fIlft w»8 because lie had refused 
***f church. This caused <iues 

*f b Vnbe asKed, and 1C appeared 
W in some eastern community they 
Ic»d a fund to build a church 
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But that is all a figment. A lot of 
our people with the restless foot went 
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there. My grandfather on ray moth 
er's side went there with ray grand 
mother, my mother a baby in the 
arms, and a negro man. They stayed 
about a year, and the colored man 
died. My grandfather sat by his 
grave all night and the next day 
started back home. My stepgrand 
mother married as a widow Big Foot 
Wallace and he was a great hero 
Once when captured by the Mexicans 
the order was death to one half of 
li e prisoners and liberty to the other 
i s.f to spread the news of the penalty 
it was to be determined by drawing 
btiOa from a nag a 
death, while bean, liberty. Big 
Ifoot Wallace drew a white bean. 

M t l.la comrades wlio hi-, In a 
•••at of apprelieii»lou begged for It 
and Wallace gave It to him. Then 
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' n ^ T I It was on Powell Hill that my 
“ e l great grandmother, Margaret Beard 
! ^ Price, lived, lam part Beard for 
e d l t here Is. where I Ret my disposition 
ne (She was the widow of Thomas Price, 
^ | who died in ]823. aged about eighty 
years. Margaret Beard was from 
Renicks Valley. She was much 
younger than her husband who had 
raised a large family by his first wife, 
ElizabethTaylor. At the time of the 
death of Thomas Price, they lived in 
Botetourt county. 

Thomas Price was one of the five 
Thomas Prices who fought in the 
Revolution, fie was known as the 
Thomas Price of Botetourt county. 
Jhls late marriage with Margaret 
• eard puts me one generation closer 
(J Evolution than most men of 
m> age, and gives me a grsat grand 
tther an a to <lier in that war 

ie record for the nearest to tlie 
revolution la held by Judge Lively. 
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Heard puts me one generation closer 
to the Revolution than most men of 
my age, and gives me a grsat grand 
father as a sodier in that war 
The record for the nearest to the 
Revolution is held by Judge Lively, 
>f the Su] r ;me court His grand 
'ather was a soldier of the Revolu- 
ian. His ancestor was Godrill Lively 
vho was Dorn in 1762 He entered 
he army from Albermarle county in 
780 , and served three campaigns, 
he last of which was for twenty two 
lonths. 

He was married in 1791, and Judge 
ively’s father was born in 1815, and 
L^dge Lively was born in 1864. The 
.ldge’s father fell dead of heart dis 
ise while reading the disDitch that 
inounced the surrender of Lee at 
^ppomattox. 

Margaret Beard Price was left with 
four children, the oldest beiDg my 
grandfather James A. Price. He 
married on the Marlins Bottom plan 
tation and brought his mother and 
two full sisters to live here. A young 
er brother, Thompson Price died in 
Botetourt county. 





I a, , was married m i on, .iuu*ei 

I Ivvly’a father was born In I81. r >, and 
| Lively was born * n '8 ( 'L The 

/Judge's father fell (lead of heart dls 
lease while reading the dlsDatch that 
| announced the surrender of Lee at 
f Appomettol. 

Margaret heard Price was left with 
I four children, the oldest being my 
grandfather .lames A. Price. He 



married on the Marlins Bottom plan- dei 



ration and brought his mother and 
two full sisters to live here. A young 
er brother, Thompson Price died in 
Botetourt county. 

In 1838, Margaret Beard Price de¬ 
cided to settle In the Levels. Her 
daughter Medora had married Wil¬ 
iam Hamilton and was living at 
Mountain Grove Her other daugh 
ter Virginia Agnes had married 
Nathaniel Kel ey of Monroe county 
i'.,ere was four children and Nathan¬ 
iel Kelley died a young man and his 
widow with the four children came 
W) Pocahontas to live with her 
mother. Ahrahatu Seebert owned a 
couple of hundred acres of land 
}u*l east of Hillsboro and tills 
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to Pocahontas to live with her 
mother. Abraham Seebert owned a 
Cl * I couple of hundred acres of land 
0 just east of Hillsboro and this 
he agreed to sell for eight hun¬ 
dred dollars, with the stipulation 
that he would accept nothing but 
hard cash for it. So they sent to 
Lewisburg and got eight hundred 
silver dollars and it made a package 
of about fifty pounds in weight. This 
was carried on horse back to the 
seller and the deal closed. 

Margaret lived at that place seven 
years and the four Kelley children 
got the advantage of a splendid school 
at Hillsboro under the instruction of 
a Mr. Brown and later Rev. M. D 
Dunlap, both noted teachers. My 
father also attended school at the 
same time from his grandmother’s 
house Mrs Kelley only lived a ye»r 
at the Levels and the four children 
*ere thrown on Margaret’s hands, 
and the rest of her life seems to luve 
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Margaret lived at that place ssven l^ eT ® 
ls „ years and the four Kelley children l des ' re 
they | * ofc the advant »^e of a splendid school nauts 
1 at Hillsboro under the instruction of I 
a Mr. Brown and later Rev. M.. D 1 one 
Dunlap, both noted teachers. Myl s ^ ow 
father also attended school at the I and 1 
5ton I sarrje time from his grandmother’s 1 bers 
'house Mrs Kelley only lived ayesri*' 301 
at the Levels and the four children 1 
were thrown on Margaret’s hands, 
and the rest of her life seems to have 
been spent caring for them. She sold 
the farm in the Levels in 1845 to 
James Lewis for eight hundred dol 
lars and moved back to the house on 
Powell Hill, where she departed this 
life in the spring of 1848, aged about | co 
sixty years. 

She made a will that was witnessed 
1 1 by her brother Josiah Beard and by 
Woods Poage. She was concerned 
about the schooling of the Kelley 
children and mentioned the matter 
in the will. 

Like the Hamlltons, the Kelleys 
scattered out In the wide world. 
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James Lewis for eight hundred dol 
lars and moved back to the house on 
Powell Hill, where she departed this 
life in the spring of 1848, aged about 
sixty years. 

She made a will that was witnessed 
by her brother Josiah Beard and by 
Woods Poage. She was concerned 
about the schooling of the Kelley 
children and mentioned the matter 
in the will. 

Like the Hamiltons, the Kelleys 
scattered out in the wide world 
William Scott Kelley was the oldest. 
He was born in 1827, and was eight¬ 
een years old when Margaret died. 
He got the gold fever and made it to 
California where he stayed a few 
years. He was next heard of as one 
of the famous sporting fraternity on 
the steam boat lines between Cincin 
nati and New Orleans. But he seem 
ed from the first to have charged him 
•^elf with the support and schooling 
of his two young sisters. He gave 
them both a most complete education 
Catherine was a graduate of Miss 
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ue of / yj e o-ot the gold fever and made it to 
California where he stayed a few 
ance/..ears. He was next heard of as one 
dld of the famous sporting fraternity on 
ring the steam boat lines between Cincin 
> on nati and New Orleans. But he seem 
* w - led from the first to have charged him 
naJ /self with the support and schooling 
of his two young sisters. He gave 
them both a most complete education 
Catherine was a graduate of Miss 
Maria Richard’s school at the Warm 
Springs and she married Dr. W. N. 
Snodgrass and settled in Missouri. 
And the other sister went to the 
school taught by the Misses Danger- 
field at Hot Springs, Virginia, and 
married Dr. Charles T. Hart and 
lived in New York City. 

William Scott Kelley turned over 
a new leaf in the fifties, and gradu¬ 
ated in medicine in Cincinnati in 
1828, and located in Buchannon coun 
ty, Missouri. He was a friend of Gen. 
Sterling Brice, and was appointed 
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j (riiein uoui a most complete education \ 

1 [Catherine was a graduate of Miss I 
Maria Richard’s school at the Warm! 
Springs and she married Dr. W. 1S1.1 
Snodgrass and settled in Missouri. 1 
And the other sister went to the 
school taught by the Misses Danger- I 
field At Hot Springs, Virginia, and 
married Dr. Charles T. Hart and 
lived in New York City. 

William Scott Kelley turned over 
a new leaf in the fifties, and gradu¬ 
ated in medicine in Cincinnati in 
1828, and located in Buchannon coun 
ty, Missouri. He was a friend of Gen. 
Sterling Price, and was appointed 
surgeon general of Price’s army and 
died during the war. Dr. Kelley 
stood high in the estimation of the 
people at the date of his death. He 
left one child a daughter who mar- 
i rled Geo. L. Rector of Arkansas and 
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. c *“f, JiVJidren and from that time on 
it!, uiruaret lived for her grandchildren 
W,t , T‘ere were ten of the Hamilton 
Grandchildren, but they were no bur 
den to her. for William Hamilton 
the land clearer, was able to look 
after them The Kelley children 
were smart and so she moved to the 
oest school in the valley, the school 
chat Greenbrier county patronized so 
well. Then in a year after that 
time. "Virginia Kelley overworked 
herself at the washtub one day, took 
brain fever and died, leaving Mar 
garet with her bright grand children. 

Seven years seems to have been the 
period that Margaret lived in the 
Levels. Then she came back and 
lived three years more on Powell 
Hill, on the Huntersville road. But 
in tnat time she had her plantation 
in order. She had a b k'i man by 
the name of Jerry. William Scott 
Kelley pulled out for the setting sun 
about the time she moved back. He 
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The most liiumm^uiui 

the loom- The clock; ai 

and all its equipment Is 
daughter Mrs. Hamilton, 
feather bed. 

Margaret lived twenty- rive 
a widow siod death and tria 
tribulations were her portiou 
she had a loorp, and according 
way it is referred to in.the 
was in running order at the 1 
her departure. It was in the 
that women of that d»y and 
wove and fastened securely a 
troubles and worries. Here i 
Senor Ovid had to say about w 
The piece prepart 
And order every slender threi 
care; 

The web enwraps the bt 
divides, 
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The web enwraps the beam, the reed | 
divides, 

While through the widening space 
the shuttle glides, 

Which their swift hands receive, then 
poised with lead 

The swinging weight strikes close 
the inserted thread. 

Ovid wrote that before the birth 
of Christ, but he describes the loom 
that our mothers used a few short 
years ago. But Margaret also be¬ 
longed to the day when they spun the 
wool and flax into the yarn that was 
used for the loom. 

Three yards of fine woolen or linen 
cloth was considered a fair days work 
for woman, or ten yards of carpet 
For three yards.of fine cloth the 
shuttle was thrown three thousand 
times, the treadle pressed three 
thousand times, the batten swung 
three thousand times. 

It was very soothing to the nerves 
and the magnificent women of Amer¬ 
ica are the fruit of the loom. They 
2>me from ancastry to whom weaving 
was as soothing to the nerves as 
bone) to the bee. We may have to 
get back to some good healthful rec 
reation like that. 
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For three yards of fine cloth the! 
shuttle was thrown three thousand ! ? 
times, the treadle p:essed three! - 
thousand times, the batten swung! 
three thousand times. j 

It was very soothing to the nerves! 
and the magnificent women o' Amer¬ 
ica are the fruit of the loom. They I 
jome from ancestry to whom weaving 
vas as soothing to the nerves as 
lonej to the bee. We may have to 
let back to some good healthful rec 
reation like that. 

This is a section devoted to the I 
memory of a gcoi woman who had 
very little fun but who carried on to 
the end 


Notice of Sale of School 

Property 

Notice is hereby given that the 
Hoard of Education of Ed ray Pis 
trlct, Pocahontas county, West Vir¬ 
ginia, pursuant to an order made and 
entered on the 20th day of January, 
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,; frc-tt frcr r-hicl plicv ft Cor.t.r.' cs to flov. *lo 


ret Tier* it e-rtiir irtc the 


■ v.r.V-i er river, t-+ : t rl 1 c ton, 


. tr f -v files fre»- Frost. L-.st For!' r f *'• -r* ' ••'= : <- • 

, trf; . r . v ic h cr es Fort!, out of the rugged mountain side near Faddy* Znob, .*• I et • v:t ^ 
el ev. r ion -of 4450 feet. 

Coe cf. the principal tributaries cf |tnat.-ps -roe-, of tr e 1 inthr.Ua neighborhood 
carries with it the raters of Cochrans Creel:. At hunterevillt iinftjts Orotic 
- : two other streets, Browr-S Creek frer one side and Our. ir.-c wreu iror the 


A:cj t:- e valley ere numerous limestone springs, the *.ers cf 4r « r - *» 

• ' 

bold spriri^ushing cut froh under a hill near .the fine hor.c -f £. Oibscn. r :rt cr 

.. the vrey we find 'the' icreur. ctilfcc £.411 *un liter i. - cure's re~ 
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It ir also t r-rgr.ificert, never feilir.g street. 

I * ft but nc least is ti e f&rous i.inneJ.L: r crrir.f ... tl t *. ;;.t property. * e 


- : s ir ..o' *. i.. : ■ t «. _ior 1 hoe. It has be 

tc various ptrts of the country. 

ill; . ■ _ 

T ' r r 'c sre very rrodvetive lands end rre sncel" 1 eat for fruit snfi grazing. acre 

' r.e ’.ire heavily timbered but now only s-ill tracts ren#in uncut. 

e creto from r. ich our good community ts.kes its rare wr: srawr. as Ivings 
fc6 i t'a t:~3i ©it lr:*d raters rut was soon clanged wo l.vr-s Iroek ir c.-wr 
’ r " e More :f Knapp who care into the Valle, from Virgo:.-» J^icr to 1 4. . 
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-ere. It '=rr been wH that * fev relics v e re found iu later yer.rs 

errrvetiens vere ratio. 

•lers. Mohr el Dougher tv, a native of Ireland, settles in our vt-lie. 
.... C lives stout the year 1770. He v.-es one of the first to 
__ - wrec > he r :cn» >he sa-e year Moses Moore of Virginia came to 

seV f It is i:.ter £i -.ir. r -to- note that he bought the land extending from J. L. 

0 . tf. Sever's for the"consideration 'of two steel bear traps and two 
£-!:*> sterling. One”of the traps, is in tie possession of I. B. Moore at 
in-. The original csMa of . oses Moore t,ts built on It-"- 1 nov; ov ~ ;ed ^ 

- , ‘ I *. 

> re . us fend ci nuntia* ana v.oulu fre^tly spend several uays in the 
. u.^tr Greenbrier seerc.ing for ^e. vac Sunday wr ; .i.. 0 v.nile siui: x 
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ned H- to r* rcV V ’ •> : c v:it> the- hut through Hs ounniaEness he ;l»nef.cd 
•• r' 1 " ”- * r -ft is ncr Pcc» : or.tr f Countv. 

ir believed the t the pioneer, Felix drives and. his *ife selected c site fc- 
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. . » rf .. f er t«Ni pjpn««*r® to clear the freest *.-* ' ' . «.r -tr-ea 

• ’ ' • ■ 

er. . 

T i ;. L liae< s.vfir maple,'end other trees if Isrge *t*«-«* ' 

cnr.ed near by ti e house to -rrtecc them. 

• r . ?ion« 

, nd other governors of 7 ir E iaie between the yeerr of 1S0C end 1E2B. Sow of ther rat* 
difficult trips to Richmond in order thet the title of the lend rl ere they settled -.ir* 


.-.o grants shov.’’that o.k 


cres m v-e *11 eghasy mount. ins which extedd over to heck; tree*. *: t eum jeio icr it 
only sixty-sVjyen yerrs a -r (1^0) we f . 1*0.00. Since t«-r t tire it has V- r< 
resold line millions of feet of valuable timber Yta been cut cn it. 

Itskingjof e Rifle - At one time a nan by the nene of Rriolt livei.in tslst lo hr-* 

' • 

b famous gun in its day. lie are told that one of these guns ay be-seen at the 
. rcfhor.tas Times office. There maybe some other hollows along the jiountoia that re¬ 
ceived :itrcs from rren who were not permanent settlers. 

Timber and cav.- rills. A fine let cf vv.it t • ::.c tv ter stood along the foot of 
the Allegheny. Koarly el 1 the good trees f. t t „troy«dfc»- 

cf.yce tho settlers n».-t.ded improved '■ • —< ‘ tir tr. A nurber 


vurtaia txsner r.ae 


teen going on the jrarhet s.r.oe 1 
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^ret»: avo the -reenuritr h.ver av^e.-.rt* w: ere *+* 
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it ha* beva out rapiuly, perhaps »» s-uch vne hundred ads lU V t- '• ■ • 

:tu Uic n ffcfct have Lecn -token Ir or. fcnapp* ureth ans ^outharas ures_ *..a 

■..•• cts i-rt' Still . 

.• first rrv r&ls to < 1 r,T tH» section -ore t v e up on* darn rille run by r»»tr 
■■ ft -re rip’-tly informed, there-were three c*f thosej one o-rno A and 
sore’s at a r c . .-site : oc-re School house, ouo was cu the 

i ckridge farr, where Dowthards oreek unites -with Knapps Creek, and tho third Bill * ■£ 
v ; ;]t by Eenry Harper and operated by hir nnd his son Samuel, for t number of ycr.rt. 

; • • ill continued sawing until about 11.-C tr.d was tlx la;.t ..dll of its «cir. to 

• . community. Sometimes during the eighties ?. 1 . Harper 
1 “her n tlir -.511 to build his house where : rs. H. A. Pritchard r.ov 1 

T: t first circular saw rill in this neighborhood was brought here : ro$ A . :*» 
county* Virginia, for Vise Herold and I. B, 1 core. Ixny people visitec *.r :.t : .1 

to observe its working. 

urisrtsj 11. The first ..ill to & rina ^rnin wet ti.o one e« na u, —ci.sei 
vu *. rty on tut will nun v.,.ere he stir lea. liter li^.t.xr, v. o ..vs a well n-.ov:. 
c.risen bore i:. lobe, had s r.ill on the run at D. ft. Dever’s. Jett; War; , » ; - -r 

of Frost, had * mill errs true ted olose where A. A. Sharp new resides, auo-hslJ r 1c 
fror t v e villape. 

i r .r • harper also had r grist will which ground wheat, corn and buckwheat. It 
wee located on the farr.. owned by Harmon Shinoberry. in connection witi. the grist rdll 

r. Harper had a sav; mill which has already been mentioned, s tan-yard, and one of the 

tl: fa6hicnfed-tiithwamer blacksmith shops. The tilth: • -r v.r run by v. a ter-power. T:.t 

for grinding grain crushed the kernels between two large revolving stones which 

. • 

••• V : the iatyrs break Community but brave non vho ha-e lived hero were in service. 
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Sarly store eepers v.tre Frances Dever, Stuart >‘>arie, Ssruel Gibson, and J. z. 

**> rnr>. . 

Before "Uncle Ssir" favored the people *ri*h.e rural free delivery route there 
* VRS *■ P ost office on Knapps Creel: near the i.t. Carmel anti T.estmiaater -hurches 
j:—<V 3 is oi.nset. Someone suggested this name because there v.ss an cfs'ice directly 
eest cf here in hatch County, Virginia, by the name of Sunrise. », en 
• ; £ fir st cr.pr ied to the early established offices itv.es only brought on Booneeday 
and Saturdeypv One of t!,e early‘mail routes vms from Huntersville to hill -up in 
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DanS ® 3 Be one when he went to Kentucky tncy had t ■- 

• ’ - • • r I iron . .. • r 

-. et. .ul.tj cane across W —Hey: my mountain* ;ust oji-osite tnt old narper ..ill, 
»e i-ou from the old land grafts r-:e by governors.of Virginia', where corners were 
cr'itd frr on “this road rhicV r»« rs Knarfs Spar, or the Spur Aoad* Ij is 

«it. ri>*3 it bent use it v«s t r ror J t-c-c-Ted tv- !>. i>rr.f v - rill *.!*•*** 
be ’ r: ' r, ‘ J the valley the t hr.s be on jiar.ee for rim. 

■ ::r tl; * rt * d ^ 'aw ‘‘Oly « jrathvr; a l•. r little traveled is thi* age of 
•••.Heit that:* evidence of hiding tee . dug or grade* in a few plates where if, 
r--ch e^de of tie mountain. >or years t: c people of Sack Cl 
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^ Mftorj: o£ V arlirtan 

* *" * T »i 0*n«r*l Andrew Lewlo and Captain Jo hr. Stuart came to Karlin* Bottom and found 
Jaoob Karlin and Stephan Salvall living hero without fnmlllea. Karlin and Selvell ware 
or th* nanlal Poona typo who did not bother to taka title to the land upon which they 
lived. So Lowia had the Tirol go at aurvoying the land at thia place and claiming it a* 
hla own grant. Thia aurvey waa roapoctod and the oottlere who came in aettled up Price 
Run or Stony Croak. Put it ia on the Lewie aurvoy that moat of the town of Uarlinton ie 
built, on thooldeat and boat title in Wost Virginia. The etuop of the old corner oak 
marked by Lewi* la atill etanding. Thia ie the oldest lard mark east of the Uiaaiaaippi 
River. 

Be it known that under the Albany treaty of 1722, white people bed no right to sur¬ 
vey on the western wntere—that ia Wiaeiasippi drainage—in 1751. 

However, Lewie and othore had ti plan to colonire the Graonbriee Valley Under the 
nna* of the Creonbrier Company, and thie company fooled the King and Council into believ¬ 
ing the Creonbrier flowed into the Games River. Under thie pretenee, a charter was giv¬ 
en to take up for settlement a hundred thoueand. acroe of lend in the Greenbrier country. 

Now the queetion naturally ariaee why did not Androw Lewie go further and include in 
hie survey the fine bottom lands of the Fair Ground and adjoining fame. It ie believed 
that Jacob Marlin laid claim to that part of the bottom for hie own. The only baeie for 
thie belief ie that twenty-five years later Lawrence Drinnon had hie fort on the present 
Fair Ground. and hie wife wae Sallie, a daughter of Jacob Marlin. 

Ae soon as Lewie and othera began to aurvey out land on the Greenbrier River, the 
Indian, through th. Long House ofthe Six Nations began to send word to London about th. 
violation of th. treaty of 1722. Order, of the King and Council did not keep th. Scotch¬ 
ing back, they merely left their surveying tool, at home. W, know that Jacob Farwick*. 

. Eliiabeth Dunlap Sitlington, wae living at farlinton in 1765. They wrote a letter 
•oik in Ireland. The letter was from Greenbrier. The king got suspicion of 
the deecription of th. land that lay north and west of Couture River. According to 

Id hav» been limited te the Alleghwn#y y^untaine for ite western boundary 
mMXlm * •• U1#r * wh0 »*<* co “ in here had etirr.d up trouble with the Indians 
- —i.d the French and Indian Far. After they had. killed Braddock. th. Indian. 
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Vsrlins Bottom *nd killed ud captured 18 persona. *, w Auguat „ ^ 

J M ™ 10 * klnd ° f r ° rt “»*- — Greenbrier lust Wo„ Md j Ur 

g BrtJdock'o defeet, but he had taken some Indian priaonere attM« , 

i at t his place and marched them 

J to Tort Dinwiddle on the eastern side of the Allegheney. 

f “ r ""■ VirS ‘" i " “ b '”“ - *■*»—* -fi. - o.n.d w- 

..ir th. «—1« - w u. d..„. n_ Soww „ 

; ltiosth,t "' is had " ds c “" o,iti “ ■ ith “• — 1 « *, t h . p„ yi „ e of t „ ; hlll . 

inss, he was given a grant or deed for 480 acrea of land „♦ ♦ „ 

8 0f land at the mouth of ffelngs(knob) 
Creek by virtu, of a survey made Oct. 11, 1751 d d 

• T “ la deed wa8 gi^en June 2, 1780. The 
Revolution had been about won by that t-im« -m. 

y at tiffl0 - 1716 £8neral8 d *W 1- proving up his land 

ZZ C “ “ ™ d f ° r * “• W « th t„. efm „ of tlM 

*' “ “ “ b «" «*«-« »• ■ i—r * ln c „ ed „. . 

** * *^ 1B “ Bb “» *° *• « «. w. Jota M . ilu tho 8 ‘" 

r* th * iE ” d to *- ° f ~ -»■ —* —. zz z: 

turn sold it to Jacob Warwick and t 

“ d WarWlck 81 S»* d the title bond to William Po „ r 
8 marriage portion. Poage was a Maior i + v, g “ 

& a Kajor in the war of 181? u* 

“■ b,rs bf “• cou „ ty , Md „ 9 : f tb< cb ~“ r 
“* 4 1827 the land t. t.o „i. chll , H * 

Ja.~es i. mcj) . °™“’ W00d * P “ e * “ d dargarot P<«E. 

- JT'-• - -—........... 

J M . S ^ iee >old tto Wo 8,211 "' r '* S ” “1 lirliM Brttc. 

bsif rf u *" ^ ^ZZZZZZ'ZZZ L ' orr, “' rt ° iD tura " ld 

»f th. , irginie Boon toraa *“ >” 1891 - th. l„t 

»‘llt«. H. Bccllotie, j y * “ U ' f0U ” i "8 P.r..„„ 

*• -».«- a - u - s - bi - --— 
Thoee were all farms. Thera • 

t " B - Buck *y «nd Edray w cre J” D0 C0mi:i6rClal activi *iea whatever. Hunt.raville wa. 
y were the nearest store. 

Pr “"’ 1,,e B1 “* *«» by Andr,. Pric . 

Promt —Poeahont., Ttm,. p>c . M> 193( 







In Dsccirber of 1890 anepoxh milking snow fell, making it the winter of the big 


rrhilo it lay on tho ground to the depth of three feet i 


Colonel John T. VcGra* of 


Grafton made a visit to this county and purchased the farms known 
a town site. The name of the postoffice had been changed in 1B87 from Marline Bott 
to Marlinton. Mrs. Janie B. Skyles, a Maryland lady, was instrumental in bringing about 
the change. She objected to the'word Bottom as not being a nice word. The old timess 
were horrified when they found thename had been changed, .-ut the harm had been done and 
all appeal to congress failed to undo the harm. Mr. Skyles soon afterwards moved away 
but siie left us christened with a new name. 

The purchase of the town site by Colonel McGraw was the first intimation that the 
people had of the proposedrrailway developments. The plan waa that the Camden System of 
railroads was to extend up Williams River,ucross the divide at the head of Stony Creek 
and to Marlinton. It was a part of the plan that the Chesapeake and Ohio would build 
an extension from Hot Springs to l? B rlinton to connect with the Camden. The railroad wae 
not built at that time because of a money panic which came to the county. Colonel Uc- 
Graw, who had invested largely in lands elsewhere in the county, neger ceased to try to 
interest capitalists in this county and develop it w th a railroad. His attention was 
called to the natural route for a railroad up Greenbrier River. Ho had a survey made from 
Marlinton to Roncevert at a cost of $10,OCX), and it was on this location that the rail¬ 
road was afterwards begun in 1899 and finished in 1901. 


The town of Uarlint 


i laid off in town lots in 1891, and widely advertised as a 


placB where a town could be built. The Pocahontas Development Company was chartered and 
took a deed for 640 acres on which the town was to be built. They put valuable improve¬ 
ment on it. An offer of $5,000 to be applied on a new courthouse was made, if the peo¬ 
ple of the county would change the county seat from Huntersville to Uarlinton. The elect¬ 
ion held in the fall of 1891 gave the county seat to Marlinton. At that time Uarlinton 
had a population of about 100 people. 

Marlinton began to improve as soon as the railroad wes completed. It was incorporated, 
ett he April Term of Ccurt, 1900, and held its first election on Way 5, 1900. 


History of Pocahontas--Price-- 








A HISTORY OF 


marvin chapel 


AMD COMMUNITY 


MILL POINT, WEST VIRGINIA 


1953-54 


r 3tarto<1 * >*«> ««> 

- i -’* 1 Church. Dae to requests for copies of 


. Ihis 

fifth anniversary < 

history it was decide d“t 0 ~<[dd 'more Si DU ! t ° 1 f fcqu ' 3 f' s ior cc r^s of 
persons desiring them. matenal and make copies available for 


30venty- 

this 

those 


HarvinGnapel Church t"* 17 ’ th * actual cost of this work is to be given to the 

The sketches of the church were made by Wallace Gun. 

The committee vdshes to thank each person who helped in this work in any way 


The history committee: 

F. Wilmer Ruckman, chairman 
Mrs, Boyd Dilley 
C. P. Pritchard 
Joe Kroner 




ARVin CHAPEL and coueunity 


T.ie first vihitc jnan that s« » 

taown to have lived in what is now the Uarvin 
Chapel neighborhood was Stephen s««.n 

1. He lived in a cave near the site of the 
church about the winter of 1750-si . ., L 

» while hunting and trapping in the area. Howe\ 

no permanent settlers were 

in the Little Levels until near or slightly be¬ 
fore 1770. One of the best know* _ 

n incidents of the early days after settlers came 
was the killing of the two younr nen i„u* , , 

e men, John and James Bridger, by Indians in the last 
Indian raid in what is now r-oc a h™+,„ o . 

.ontas County. This occurred not far distant from 
the site of the church, and is * , 

hought to have ueen about 1784, although 1778 is 

somctir.es given as the date. 

Uarvin Chapel Church was built in 187 P hut . 

111 i87E > but church movement and organization 

evidently began over a hundred 

y-aro ago. The earliest record found of such an 
organization is when the John H Ku-k^-m n 

’ Ku ' kE2n Class •■as reported ir. the cuarterly confer¬ 
ence in October of 1846. Ths* 

ea v/a3 then in the Huntersville Circuit, until the 

Little Levels Circuit was on?ani* P d 1ftc - 

gamzed in 18.*, according to the minutes of these 

quarterly conference.. 0 „e of the earlieat place of norehip probably th . 
lo 8 echoolhcuse, uhich nee buUt tefore the Civil War? and ie eeld to heve been 
befit by John H. Huctaan. This echodhouee »ae near th, Huctoan Cemetery, and 
the old road that once „ent dom through the »Flata« . The Hunter.*!!, Circuit 

“ 0h ™ ° remizei in mz ’ bonforenco in thia .id eehoolhoure 

December 20, 1851. This building was burned by the "Yankees" during tha Civil Vial 
"* people of this neighborhood also likely attended church cervices at Hillsboro 
during that period of time. 

Later, church services were also held in the first schoolhouse which was built 
the present school grounds. The one there now is uhe third building on these 
grounds. As the first schoolhouse on these grounds was built about 1869 it was 
Uk817 U * 8d ab0ut 0106 3*“* for services. Rev. C. A. Joyce was apparently 

# f irst minister to preach in the schoolhouse. He was foUo.*d by Rev. kr. Bald- 
* The War Between the States - if you prefer. 





is remembered as the one who prayed for rain one clear Sunday morning dur- 
^ a drouth, and before the service was over the rain -.as pouring down. Rev. J. R. 
v#n Hom ^ thQ °P rin P of 1875 and was here when the church was built in 1878. 

Before the Civil War, the site of the church was selected by John H. Ruckman, 

owned the land before he moved away during the war. The idea of building a 
^urch was dispensed with during the war, but later the same acre of land was deeded 
t0 the M. Church South by Jacob F. Cackley and Mary his wife, February 17, 1877- 
(D eed Book No. 12, page 257). 

It appears that the building of the church did not begin before 1878, other than 
sawing down some trees, or getting lumber. The foundation of the church a .'as laid by 
jir. George Overholt, apparently during June of 1S7S. The actual building of the 
church was done by, or under the direction of, Mr. Clark Wooddell. The ouilding was 
Bade thirty by forty feet. The seats are made of black walnut and pine. The Bible 
stand and altar are made of black walnut. 

Some of the people of the neighborhood v/ere members of the Presbyterian Church. 
As these people v/ere interested, and helped in the building of the church, it was 
agreed that they should have the privilege of having one service in it each month. 

The people of the community helped build the church in many ways, such as by 
giving money, helping v/ith the actual building, or giving things that night be sold 
or used gs direct payment to the workmen or for materials. Mr. Joseph Smith was the 
secretary-treasurer for the building of the church, and his record oook is now owned 
by his grandson, Joe Kramer. This record book is most interesting, and shows what 
each person gave and its value in 1878. A few things taken from this record are as 
follows: an average man's v/ork was valued at from $0.75 to $1.00 a day, although 
the stone mason, Mr. Overholt, was pad $2.00; plank lumber cost $10.00 a thousand 
f *t; 10,000 shingles were made for $ 30 . 00 ; some of the things most frequently 
Ef y en nere: com @ 60$ a bushel, wheat @ $1.00 a bushel; bacon @ 10$ a pound, also 
#e *ral sheep skins, and many other things v/ere given. 

A strange incident occurred about this time, and is thought by most people to 
h4va taken place during the building of the church. Two workmen, Ur. Bara Gladwell 
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^ d lir. William Griffin wore sharing a oed at the home of Mr. Smith. One night dir- 
M an el« ctric atorm » e ^lt of lightning killed Ur. Griffin and left Ur. Gladwell 

^arn^d- 

The church v;as completed late in 1878, and was dedicated November 24 of the 
jjm e year. "Marvin Chapel" was the name selected for it, and it is thought to have 
^en named for a Bishop Marvin. The dedicatory sermon was preached by Rev. J. R. Van 
Horn, a circuit rider who served this section at that time. His text was taken from 
pjalmfl-IV (UU ), verses 1, 2, and 3- Rev. A. P. Boude, who may have been a presiding 
elder, was to have preached the sermon, but a flood prevented his getting here for 
tba occasion. It is said that he came the following spring and preached in the 
church — probably the sermon that had been intended for the dedication. 

CHAHG23 AND ADDITIONS 10 THE CHURCH: 

The bell tower was added to the church in 1910, and a dedication service for it 
was held in November of that year. A Rev. Ur. Cackley of Uarlinton preached on this 
occasion. 

Originally, there were two doors at the end of the church near each corner, and 
the aisles were along each side at the windows. It vjas the custom for the men to 
git on the side toward Stephen Hole Run, and the women on the side toward the school- 
house. The two sides were separated by a low partition in the center, which a^o 
served as one end for the seats. These things, of course, were changed when the 
bell tower was built. 

The present chimneys were built at the time the tower was added. Formerly, 
there w aS only one chimney. It was built on the inside and stood where the inside 
doors are now located. The two stoves were placed about as they are now, and the 
Pipes extended along under the ceiling to the chimney. 

The first organ, a reed organ, was purchased for the church in 1896, and it is 
a *id that it was used the first time for a service on the first Sunday of November 
ot that year. The Estey reed organ, which is still in the church, was gotten a few 
***** later, although it does not seem to be known just when it was bought, there is 
* ‘‘•te stamped inside this organ :/hich is November 1908. Before the church was 




, e organ was placed between the altar rail and the end of the 
petition between tho seats, and the or^niet faced the pulpit. The choir was near- 
V * ** fX, ° nt F0W ° f 3CatS * 1910 the choir has usually, if not always, 

*•" l0Cated *“ ab ° Ut th<5 Same ^ rt ^e church v«hich is still used for that 
purpose* T P > mac * e hy the Price and Teepla Co., was bought for the church by 
the Ladies Aid Society about 1940. 

The platform which is now in the church was put there in 1931* The old platform, 
or pulpit, did not extend across the entire width of the church, and the choir and 
organ were on the same floor level with the congregation. The original style was 
that of a large somewhat rounded platform with the altar rail near the outer edge. 
Another but smaller platform stood on, and at the back of the larger one, and the 
Bible stand was on this smaller platform. The minister entered at either back 
corner. 

A new floor was laid in the church in November of 1953. 

■THE FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY: 

The Fiftieth Anniversary of Marvin Chapel was celebrated November 11, 1928. 

The speaker for the morning service v/as Mr. John Sydenstricker, of Marlinton, who is 
a son of Dr. David Sydenstricker, the first Presbyterian minister to serve in the 
church. Mr. Sydenstricker 1 s topic v/as "The Salt of the Earth". At noon a picnic 
lunch wgs eaten in the grove. In the afternoon there v/as a song service, followed 
hy a sermon by Rev. S» R» Neel, a former pastor of the church who was then serving 
the Methodist Church in Marlinton. His text was "What hath God wrought!", taken 
from Numbers 23 and the 23rd verse. The guest singers for the afternoon were the 
members of the-ladies' quartet from the Presbyterian Church at Marlinton. There 
»ere about sixteen (16) people present who had been at the dedication in 1878, 


ORGANIZATIONS OF THE CHURCH: 

1 ‘ There has, apparently, always been an active Sunday School at Marvin Chapel, 
though it did not always meet during the winter months during the earlier years. 




b * V8 *** fifteen persons i.ho have nerved as superintendents of the 

j&Mf S cb ° 0 ^' 80 ar can be found in available recorus or remembered. One of 
i#or® recent ones who served for numy y ew .j^ y/as L.ra. \l. A. Arbogast. She was 
j!J ccee< ied by Mr * E * S * Nev ®um, v/ho is the superintendent at the present time. 

There is some record of a Missionary Society here. These records show that 
GriJse 8 was elected president of this society in 1887, and J. S. Smith was 
jlected president in 1889. 

y t There was a very active Epworth League in the church about the turn of the cen¬ 
tury. I" 1898 Lt had iift y~five (55) members, and fifteen (15) Junior League members, 
jhis was again organized about the 1930's when there were many young people in the 
neighborhood, and continued for a few years. In 1918 the young people organized in 
the Methodist Youth Fellowship, but are not having meetings at the present time. 

The Ladies Aid Society was organized April 10, 1926, apparently with seventeen 
aenbers, and has been active ever since that time. This organization has been in¬ 
strumental in getting, or leading the way to, many needed improvements or additions 
to the church. Mrs. Fred il. Ruckman was the first president of this organization, 
and served continuously for about twenty-seven years. She v/as succeeded by Mrs. Joe 
Kramer, who is the president at this time. 

5. Marvin Chapel was well known a few years ago for its song services, which were 
held each third Sunday afternoon, for about 12 years, after being organized in 1928. 
During most of this time, Ur, Fred YJ. Ruckman was chairman of the organization, and 

Mr. A. U. Smith was song leader. 

1. The Woman's Society of Christian Service vise organized here August 6, 1952. Al¬ 
ready, this organization's influence can be noted. Mrs. E. S. Herron. is president. 

PffiST TRUSTEES j MINISTERS; SONS OF IHE CHURCH; ETC: 

The trustees for the church at the time the deed for the church lot «es mad. In 
“17 sere: Joseph S. Smith. Mm. H. Overholt, Grenville UeNeel, Henry N. McClure, 

X. Courtney, Isaac B. Smith, George Hill, Michael Scales, and Mm. Clendenen, Sr. 
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tK .rdln, to th. m«b„ w . nmo „ ^ ^ toun4 ^ ure reci>raa> ^4' 

- tpp .„ ntly ..out I% „„ u „ „ M;o c „ uch ^ ^ ^ of ^ ^ 

lS79> Thls lnt - ludcd fcU those who oca.* beiu.ura botwuen 1850 and about 1879. a 
^ of 1906 sho»s . larnheMm, of .lahtjr-w.., In Juns of 1953 them „.r. on. 


Hundred nineteen (119) members of Uarvin Chapel. 

Some of the ministers who served here before the church was built are as 
follows: Enoch G. Jamison, 18 5 0; J. s . 0ardner> u*. J# p . Etchi3on> 

A.A. P. N« el . ^ (the grandfather of Rev. S. R. Neel); P . S . E. Sixeas, 186 5 ; 

C . A. Joy«, 1869-1873 (spelled "Joice" in some records); » far. Baldwin; and J. R. 
i/an Horn came in 1875* The dates given merely indicate that a record was found of 
their being here at that time, but does not necessarily mean that is the only year 
they were on this circuit. 


Since the church was built there have been at least thirty-three (33) Methodist 
ministers, and four, or more, assistants, who have served here. During the same 
period of time there have been eight (8) Presbyterian ministers who preached regular¬ 
ly here. 

Pearls. Buck, the famous author, is a niece of Davids. Sydenstricker, D. D., 
the Presbyterian minister, and his brother Christopher sydenstricker, the Methodist 
[sinister. Both of these men served as pastors at Uarvin Chapel. 


The Uethodist Ministers who served in the church since it was built in 1878 
are as follows: (The dates are only approximate in some cases) 


J- R. Van Horn 

1875-1878 

V. W. YJheeler 

1878-1881 

S. Townsend 

1881-1884 

A. 0. Armstrong 

1884 

L * «. Graybill 

1885 

W. E. Uiller 

1886-1889 

C. Sydenstricker 

1890-1894 

A. C. Hamill 

1894-1896 

John H. Dills 

1896-1900 

"• J* Whitesell 

1900-1902 


Charles lynch 1902-1905 

C. F, UcClintic, 

assistant about here, 
kr. Roberts, 


assistant 

1904 

J. U. York 

1905-1908 

L. B. Atkins 

1908-1911 

S» R. Neel 

1911-1913 

C. C. Lambert, 

assistant 

1911-1914 

A. L. Goods11, 

assistant 

1912 
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Ministers, con> 1 .M* d ) 

f . Lowance 1913-1915 

>• D* Ey® ,, 19 & 5191 C 

J, irving Hanna, *lar. l;iC-Sep.. j} : 

u . ucNeil Sept. 1916-Aor. l 91v 
jl >/. Bosenberger 1917-1919 

1919-1922 


J. W 

K. D 


Swecker 


A. F. Wagner 1922-1923 

0. Kipes 1923-1927 

A> Wilson Oct. 1927-Jan. 1928 


-• D. Kiruoofe j ; 

a. c. rugt 

HeLJntoller 

John H. Light 
A. D. Kesler 
L» S. Shires 

R. D. Marshall 
A. J. Schrader 
T. E. Painter 

Frank A. Johnson 


. 1923-Oct. 1928 
1928-1931 

1931- 1932 

1932- 1936 

1936- 1937 

1937- 1942 

1942-1947 

1947-1949 

1949-1951 

1951- 


WrVln Cha “ 1 hM besn ° n «th wsslsy Chapel, the Uethodist 

“ , “ rek at HiUsb ° ro - •*'■1* W16 and 1931. During that time the parsonage 

1 ' Velt0 " ChareS at Seebert ~ The first minister to live in the parsonage et 
Seebert apparently was Rev. if. 1. Hanna, and the last one was Her. John H. tight, who 
u«d there before moving to Hillsboro then the two oharcee were reunited in 1931. 


The ministers of the Oak Grove Presbyterian Church of Hillsboro who preached at 
Uarvin Chapel are as follows: 


Davids. Sydenstricker, D. D. 
Jacob C. Johnson 

1878-1905 

1905-1928 


Meade R. Atkinson 

Marlin B. Curry 

1929-1932 

1932-1936 


Joseph E. Knight 

John K. Fleming 

1936-1940 

1940-1948 

(How in Louisville, hy.) 
(Nov; in Greenville, W. Va.) 

Drury L. Jones 

Roger B. Gardien 

1949-1952 

1952- 

(Now in Fhilippi, W- Va.) 


Those who went out from tiarvin Chapel as ministers were: 

!• Charles Ruckraan (1821-1872) should probably be considered a son of the 

early church organization here." He is known to have been preaching in 
Ohio about the time of the Civil l/ar. . 

2 ‘ T. Wellington Hogsett was a member 01 this church at the time he received 
a license as a local preacher about the yecr of 1900. 
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3. Lee V. liuckraan received his loo 1 m 8 * 

tho Baltimore c i0Cul - license in 1904, und \;as admitted into 

Virginia Conference^ 0 * 1911, He i3 now servine ^ the 

4.. Quade R. Arborest 

the Host Virpteu, r tted lnto the Irenes In 1937. He is in 
Chni. iw „ T orucrence, and is novf stationed on the PJ.chlar.ds 

Charge near Levdsburg. 

Ther Cen reviv als held in the church since it v/as built seventy 

five year ag Among the apparently more outstanding ones are these: in 1913, 
iciien Kev. U. F. Lowance was here, most oi' the men of the neighborhood were convert-, 
and in 1919 Rev. Wm* VJaters conducted a great revival here. Others, of course, 
could be mentioned. 


It might be of interest to note that the church caught afire in January of 
1889. oome damage v/as done and no services were held for at least one Sunday, at 
that time. In 1901 the church was closed for five weeks before Christmas on ac¬ 
count of smallpox. 


It has generally been the c.ustom for the Methodist minister to preach twice 
each month, and the Presbyterian minister to preach once each month. At the preser 
time the Methodist minister, Rev. Frank A. Johnson, preaches each second Sunday 
morning and each fourth Sunday afternoon. The Presbyterian minister, Rev. Roger B. 
Gcrdien, preaches each first Sunday afternoon. Sunday School is held each Sunday, 
a-io. prayer meeting is each Thursday evening. 

Marvin Chapel is situated in a large o a k grove, on U. S. Route 219 near iJ.ll 
Point, West Virginia. It has been the religious center for the surrounding area 
for seventy-five years. Through the years the church has been the scene of many 
Joyful and sad occasions. No written record can fathom the individual experiences 
the minds and hearts of those who have lived under its influence. On the other 
band, many of the experiences and memories are shared by each of us. Therefore, a 
bistory of the church is not just something written on paper, but is something that 






MARVIN CHAPEL CHURCH 
as it looked 

when built in 1878 until about 1910 






















“ ARVIN CHAPE! U ’ 

" " AND COUUUNITY 

HART IX 

XNDIA-'S, EARLY SETTLERS, ETC: 

»«re is plenty of oviOenc. thst 

arrowheads have been found and 08 ° nCC freouentcd this area - Many 

IM Plt-Ute derisions J tk “ “ CtiCn *“ 5 3curce ot tUnt for th '”' 

h k o' lira tie, ShOSH ” he ” **• «■» - <«—d. a, 

ba ck cu las. T. L. Board's Hone , 

Stamping Creek road near John & ° *° ^ ^ *** UP ** ° ld 

rwt d abuut tile U„ 3 t„ ne e 5 bm ‘ S °” * ^ — — - 

be that ti aVeS and CU£tS ^ ^ hGad ° f St£phon llole It 

nay he that the Hound Rn-nHw,~ 

S ° nCe 1±Ved here * An Indian mound is on the hill and 
in the field on the C F r>„_ <. 

farm, but can barely be found nov, since it has been 

Pl0 “ d "" ^ USt feW *—• ** —3, Ot W, SUppOS^ bad „0 

pemanent bo^s in this area , but Med it „ huntin£ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

duropf ono period of ti., lived north of ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

n possessing and using this part of what i s now West Virginia as hunting grounds, 
nirefore, these were the Indians who made swst of the trouble for the early 
tiite settlers here. 


The first roads through here are thought to have followed, or partly followed, 
the Indian trails. These, in turn, likely followed the buffalo trails — yes, it 
is said that buffaloes were once in this area. Some people think that an Indian 
tra_l, or branch of a trail, crre through the Bridger Gap and around the mountain 
Past the old A. E. Boblett home, continuing around ths natural "benches" of the 
Gillilan fountain, on around the mountains and through the Cranberry region. 

seems to be a little controversy as to whether a trail went along the tops 
°f these mountains end through the High Rocks. 


Knapp Gregory explored and spent some time about Knapp3 Creek, and his report 
8one people in the lower Valley of Virginia caused Jacob Carlin and Stephen 
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to explore this 

s end i oc * i -j 

these two men could oot pet , Ucrlinton r ‘°-' ia oituated. 

Tn Ret n lonj, due to 

-Me to the cave near the 8 ° 1VS relipious di^greement, ao Sevrell 

c 8 °urce of ste^h 

( 7*52j 105-106)# Only tv/o ne n i n t " * ^ ^ M ^ **" ***" called * 

jujybe we do pretty well after alU ^ COUnty and they COUld not GCt tlon « — 

S m»U «« «>• first whita „ to ‘ “ hSS ° 1 ” ad5r *■* Stephen 

a. u knotn. Ihi, wa3 about ^ ° haPel “i^rhood, ao far 

we v/inter of 17sn o* , 

fn . _ U 4 + _ . .. , 00-51. Stephens Cave apparently 

joes for quite a distance under th« . *.u 

of stenhen Hi ar , and must have once been the subterranean 

•curce of Stephen Hole Run . 

». Soma p ar t s of it a „ quita snaU> 

tits large and rocra-like. stenh.r, c ,, 

Phen Sawn „e„t on into .Hut ia now Orienori., Co,my 
Hi was supposedly killed by Indian* thn M . 

* (Since Marlinton was named for Jacob 

Jttrlin, it seems rather strange that th. - 

tmge that the name is so often incorrectly pronounced 

with a "g" included). 


The first permanent mite settler in whet is now Pocahontas County was John 
UcNeel. who lived ebout mere Dick UcNeel nov, lives. He came there alone about 
1765 (7:136), but mould hardly he called a permanent settler until he married 
and broucht his wife there sometime near 1770. The Uclleel Cemetery wrs rtarted, 
according to tradition, vvhen John Let: eel's wife buried her first child there. Her 
husband was aw n y v/ith General Lewis in 1774, wiien the Battle of Point Pleasant 
was fought, so she alone had to dig the grave and buiy the child. 

No one seems to know who was the first permanent settler in the immediate 
Earvin Chapel neighborhood. John Svdnler and John Poage had Lnd surveys about 
Stephen Hole Run in 1774 (3:23), so it may be they were the first settlers here. 


* (7:52* 105-106) This indicates the source of information as it is list d at 
e ena of tljis history. Number 7 , the first number in the parentheses nr. ;rs 
Historic,' ] jl-ctchos of i ocohont as County, U. Va. by .jilliun T. Price, it •-* 
"‘formation from this 000 k immediately precedes the not..Lion, and is on ' .•**■= 

(Luck of this history is a summary or many source materials, end no 
- c ©pt in ocing made to show tlici.i in many cases.). 
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,,,. p «pl.h.r. B ». tlonotM(iKt<>iisw «- 

(jen. Pocahontas County vm s not r mCh ’ if an > rthi «e, about these two 

state was, until ljfj ^ ^ 1821 * v,hea che3e surveys were made 

til. «»t a.ttlcrs f„ t J 7 ^ ,ir61nia - Th °"“ have bean 

„ the «,j" 1 " Chapci n * ieW ~ -—■ 

, Buc^i ~u*,b pan * ^ ^7 ^ ~ - — — 

U - - « ^ ^ *" - - — - “*• - 

Seen near c * E. Gum 1 s hoire. The Gillilan* 
family lived, at an early date, on what s u 

> on what is known as the GilUlan Mountain, and 

likeLv in the old house that 

s ood near the end of the "top meadow" on the 
Fred Ruckman farm. This hou« 5 * ** , 

f USe St00d *•" »» rocks my be seen near a snail 

sprW . A Kinnison family „„ ce Uve(i ^ Boyd ^ ^ ^ ^ 

:MT LLVed *" * house th »«- stood on the Hogsett fa™. 


Fort Day was located at Min Pnw / T + u , . ( seo P«18) 

at Mill Point. (It has also been called Fort Beckiey and 

Fort Price (3-26)). The exact spot is not knovm, but vras quite near nhere j. Lanty 

Weel's hoiae now stands. The "Bridgcr Boys" were going to this fort when killed, 

and supposedly scalped, by Indians in the vicinity of Bridger Gap on the Auldridge 


Mountain. Some Indians were hidden about where the gate is now located that enters 
the old field nearby. Two shots rang out and John fell, but Jim was not touched, 
and ran on through the gap. He was shot in the back by a pursuing Indian near the 
bottom of the mountain where there was a straight section in the path. They had 
kft a party of people who \ie re also going to the fort, in order to take the short 
cut across the mountain. Nathan, a colored nan, was with them, but escaped unhurt 
M he had stopped to fasten his moccasins. The others were at the Waddell place 
toen they heard the shooting. Shortly after the shooting they heard the tfioops of 
the Indians in the vicinity of the gap. These were answered about the GilUlan 
'kuntain, and later were heard about the head of Stamping Creek. This could 
todicate that a trail went through about the head of Stamping Creek. Nothing more 
*• »een or heard of them as they probably saw that the settlers were banding to- 
*GilUian - usually pionounced Gil-U-an 









Ar^“ ntS W#PG B 3 °n to b 
,, John Cochran had brought an old> 

,, s»* waS tak6n t0 Uhere •>** Bridger Uy] 
*d d0 vn from the gap. %e mark Qf ^ ^ 

lt9 d to deliver the fatal shot that kill* 

fled in one grave n... on ^ ^ 
jW3 just "*iere this grave is 1 0 < 
pay be in the field back of Me* 
ser graves are located on an o PI 
This Indian raid, which took 
ge one, and not more than tv/ent 
Bridger home was on Dry Creek 


place somewhere near 1784 
tf-three Indians were 
in the Buckeye neighborhood 
The people on the way to the fort stopped and 
*h ere Jf S * C0 ° k n0W Uves > to hu rry and go with them, 
hidden his hogs in a pen in the woods, 
y to not have any "hawg" meat. 

Bill Ewing, who lived about the McClintic farm, 
about a prized "bull-tongue" plow that he 


as apparently not a 
actually seen at that time. 

about John McNeill' e . 
urged Ur. Waddell, who lived abc,^*. 
He refused to go until he had 
He said that he would about as soon be dead 
Another incident of this same Indian raid was that r. 

left the fort to go back heme to see 
was afraid something would harm. He was 
looking at the plow when he heard the click of a rifle. He discovered tivo or three 
Indians in the nearby woods, and had been saved by the rifle's failing to fire. He 
pretended rot to see the Indians and gradually got out of their 3ight before startin; 
to run. He eluded their pursuit by leaving the trail as it crossed Rush Run. He 
iraded up the stream some distance and hid behind a tree, later returning to the fort 
by keeping away from the usual trails. (These two incidents were related by Dr. G. D 
McNeill*, who also supplied other information concerning the early history of the 
connunity). 

Along about this time Hugh McKeever was killed by Indians on Stamping Creek. 

It is said that he was scalped and left in a sitting position against a big log 
i* diat is known as the "Huey field" on the Sharp farm. This log was not far from 
the cemetery, and was on the rise back of and to the right of the bem. (This in- 


*Dr. G. D. McNeill is one of the two residents of Pocahor 
’ :iVe " the honorary degree of Doctor of La ws (LL-D.J- He rece. 
*■* Elkins College in 1951. The other is Dr. Calvin W. Price 
Vee from West Virginia University in 1942. 




, nits mentioned by q. n u j 

^ „ndis>. (U.. ^ ^ <Ut * iU ° f 11 b, E. H. 15 ' 

I BoJt® ASBUHY: 

Bishop Francis Asbury f± r ^ t b , 

**«•—^ «. L * “■ - 

. o He folWci the trail through konroe 

md roda - - »»u *. Creck It „ 

■* "* * " ‘ "* ~ - ** — ^ ls w _ d * L . 
„rfleel. Ke uien cune on to John licNeel • „ v, 

0 1 3 home » arriving there Tuesday, July 8, 

^ jn his journal of daily event,, w 

^ vents he wrote, "Reached li'Neal's, on the Little 

^ * W ““ ’*° le “**— — ***». with ^ x found £ „ cdon 
poUatt. XI, 28 30. Our brother Phoebus had to answer questions propounded to him 

**1 CVerUng ' n <4:33) U Mght be supposed that he preached in the White Pole 
«hi ch John McNeel built, at ui apparently unknown date, about the v\ ity 
i the UcNeel Cemetery. The next day Bishop Asbury continued his jourr-. * • i 
;l-j-ksburg, spending that night at Clover Lick. He must have passed thxov.j., on tha 
da road near the site of Marvin Chapel. 


IHb STORY OF THE BEAR: 

The story of the bear carrying off a small child is supposedly based on truth, 
ilthough it is seldom heard the same way twice. Some say it all happened about 
Little Mountain; or that the body of the child, with its head crushed, was recover- 
ed by clubbing the bear as it crossed the fence; and sometimes the name of the £aa- 
^is given as "Little" or some other name. Of all these various versions, one of 
^ core commonly heard ones Will bo given here. A family by the name of Kay lor 
"* ^-ving about the top of the Gillilan Mountain, and their house stood on the 
■taping creek side of the field where the Early Ruckraan bam now stands. The 
"*« being sick) the father took the child out in th. Held there he tee plortr^, 
‘“‘ft it on a stump or about the furrow. He later was horrified to see a bear 
the child. Th. alarm was screamed over the mountain side to th. 
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Iionr. ycwnc /non gave 

° r 1,80 to tho h „ w 

. i* ount ' l, i r > where only tv, ° r * ^°Howin/» it 

^ tho i oet ° C it OCroaa stampin 

a tiW has boon given by Mra child ware f OUnd , 

^ rs * A. E. Boblett o K iSOae of this old 

motion concerning the church ^ ~ con^ble 

^ j^HliAN C3iETERY: 

ft* Ruckman Cewtexy ia ^ ^ ^ 

» «•-*• #f chu ^» •*» ttc JTJT 8tart ' d john h - »'*•— 

K. ^ and it U said that J' d “ thlS vicln ity. He than omed 

, „ the opposite hill ta ^ ^ ^ j ' * r * w cou “ then b. seen fro* hi5 

it 1815 (7=162), it may be that the * 8 * ie * d> Aa h * came here 


—« now Jo L 1 m — 

,tout 1845 (7:162), it may be that th P S field * As he caa »c here 

lot certainly before the Civil War u '** St "' rted 3000 ^ter that date 

33 he ®° v ®d away about the + - 

Ruckman is not an ancestor of a „ „ ° f the War ‘ 

° f "W of the Ruckmans now Uih • 

,:though he was related somewhat to tv, hwnE 111 this area, 

e ones who remained here Tt 

K.ieel Cemetery was the burial ni n „o y * At appeers Ulct the 

pxace of most families k * 

m „as started, ^ >Xton «“ *«*« Cem- 

JIESE. A. GIBBS: 

u r ° r "" “• C °- inTOnt0r ° f * «“ 

T lule living about the mouth of Stamping Ceh. it see. thst at thst psr- 

. , ** h ' °" , ' ed n ° ** tnere “ d — *■«««• »t a home while working on his 

He apparently was successful with this machine and accumulated some 
“Ifcom it. It is said that he sold each sewing machine for sixty-five dollars. 

> e diet .his machine was invented sometime before the Civil War. (see p. 28) 

Q ®0 FOUGHT HI THE CIVIL WAR; (SEN. LEE; FIGHTING IN THIS AREA. 

II 3 , of those who fought in tho Civil liar was made some years ago by Uiss 
uclonan and j a Ruclanan. It apparently was written, for the most part 

Wtn. 

• wie more immediate neighborhood in mind. The rank held is not shorn for 

^ of {kg 

8e men, so this can not be given for the most part. Most, if not all, 
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.✓-•"‘ I *■*—*-«. Th0 

‘ C«pt. David B1 „, , iMtaan _ «” »• «. to «* « r ^ 

,***■ tu ”“ ,ttml ' ,o ' , ' ««*.. °itr ttui uich “ i a '* u,i ° u - 

S** M J “” ”• nu ‘ itas '-'. «Cut«t . a . ****** "-Ml. C«a>rau " 

5* —«. r,r * ^ - - x—«. 

„,, trim i Ulurla., Jt ,, C3 *.. *"’* or - , “ ta »• *■>«>»»> uh... 

U* **». 0. E. 0.,* SZT" ^ ““ “* 

^ f oj- tJds history). 6 V " n ConEider able other inform*- 

‘ ^r.,1 Robert E. Lee «» Urn** ^ ' 

^ a bout September of 1861. i(rs UiUi ’ overnight near kill 

*■ «* l ° M«. Ho docli„. d t7ort ^ ^ n0t ISr 

t M hi» eneoios Li this sectioo Ih ,„ “ ' “““ "° t ” *° 

^ * o* b-o. T hia was on ,J “ «-» 

*“*• “ "°" the J*" Wi«r r™ ct th. rirtt 

"' *■ r:: r “ nt up ° reek> “ - *• — ^ ^ 

fiar **** is a the left 3ide of this old road. 

was «. ii^tihE 00,000 the vau.y .bout Eill PoiBt . th. ^ * 
**r 5, 1863, th. d.E boron th. Battle or Droop .curtain. Th . 

„ retre: tlhE toward Droop bounty, ** th. ..Junto... ^ ^ 

* Ber CtMini ,i ™ <=«-* road and also th. regular road. It 1, 

"" U»t th. Confederates had also atoaged to delay th,» saswhat at sup, „.l. 
k. The people here at that time vere, of course, subjected to some looting by 
i»lokiers. This would be by, or mostly by, the Union soldier* as most of the 

wpl* here wrre on the opposite side. 

I 

Cenerrl Echols v:as in command of the Confederate forces, and General Averill 
>Jln command of the Union forces during the battle of Droop Mountain, it might 
^ that Bince the Confederates had the advantage of being on top of Droop Uoun- 
S *nd many of their men were familiar with this section, that Urey could have 
* totter stand that day. It is said that one of the captains did try to warn 
^rior officers. Anyway, General Averill pretended to atteck from another 




„d surprised tbe. hy _ 

" iS f0rCM » “«>0P Mounts mor / ” y " W “ C “*« »««***. ‘ 

> *- ^;r i ” - -^ 

„* solars, of this area, who Wre , t , ' Abcut aU that the Con- 

jX they ran that day. One ^ ^ ’ UU * C0Uld b ‘ ter br; * «*«xt was 

—u», „ .... .. ~~ “ - 

r- -—- ~ m——- 


- IDSCELUlffiDUS ITEMS NOT MENTIONED ELSE,MERE: 

Inc elevation of Mill Point is given as 2217 fw v 

given as 2217 feet above sea level (6:i»72) 

•**“ **' ““ mU ^ h “ ^ «— * PUc, vber, people „uld ^ „„, ea 

““ “ 1S ^ that «» «Ply Pettier, could get coo. ol «... 

<» ” W £0rt there - 1,0 0ne s ' ems to too" this fort he, been taoen by thr.. 

aw ( eee P * but UJrely due to some reason such as the name of the man In 

oirge at a certain time, or as to ’.vho had it built or made improvements on it. The 

.crtBeckley name, v/hich is sometimes given,should most likely be Fort Kcckly, ac- 

uMing to Dr. G« D. Me. ’e ill. The name Keckly was the original German name for the 

iiley family, and came to be spelled as it is now by the way it was pronounced. 

K a ckley family settled at hill Point about 1773 (7:197). Members o: tnis family 

:«oimed a great deal of land in the Mill Point area. They built the first grain 

dlla at liill Point, and these tv/o mills were located about where the present ones 

r '«i. They also had a tanner;-, a store, and possibly the post office, since Val- 

^ Cackley, the pioneer, probaoly lived within the limits of the fort (7* 200) > 1^ 

treasonable that it may have once been called Fort Keckly, although it is now 

"Wr referred to as Fort Day. At any rate. Mill Point »as once called C a ckley 


people can remember Nicholas J. Brovin, **° ““ iTom 
'* ** in the store at Mill Point. The building, *>ich -as on the McNe* Un-: 





destroyed by . fIood ^ ^ 19. 

The building standing across r~ # 00 *** * 8t0r * f ° r y ' ars * 


road from the mill was used for a store after the 
‘ P^Poae- The present building x» s erected ay 


I other Out idil 'e was abandoned f or 

I j^UiaaH. Auldridge. He had the 

. P° st office there for many years, ana 

I these were later carried on by r h 

• Auldridge, a son. This store and post office 
| arc now under the management of Winters Hefner. 

Joseph Cackley owned the fir,* 

st upper mill, and sold to Sampson Uathews (7:199). 
The land there was later bought h,, t 

^ y Isaac UcNeel, who built the present upper 
somewhere near I068. The fw+ i 

t lovrer 111111 was erected by Valentine Cackley (7:199). 

It would seem from the reading of this account that this was Valentine Cackley, Jr., 
a son of ' ulre-dy named. The more recent lower mill, which has not been 

used for many years, was apparently built somewhat later than the present upper 
gill. Ther was also a. wool carding machine at tne lower mill, and once years ago 
there was a still in that area. There were, in somewhat more recent tines, as many 
a s two blacksmith shops in operation at the same time at Min point. 

J. L. McNeel remembers of having heard, although he had not checked it further, 
that Mil l Point is the second oldest post office in the county and that Edray is the 
oldest. (Hr. UcMeel has given considerable information for this history). 

Tn« famed Cranberry Glades are only a few miles from Mill Point, as well as the 
High Rocks - those high cliffs on the mountain top, from which the persistent hik'- r 
can be rewarded for his climb, on a clear day, by the grandeur of the view before 
him. Also, two well-known landmarks on the mountains surrounding the immediate 
Marvin Chapel neighborhood are the Pinnacle Rocks and the cap Rocks. 


kill Point, and the surrounding area, has certainly had its part in the forma¬ 
tion and history of not only West Virginia, but America itself. It was here that 
the early settlers came for protection from the Indians, Later, people came many 
oilcs to get their grain ground - the mills often running day and night. There 
*** considerable activity at Mill Point during the great lvcberinr and 18 

that the people have long come to gat their mail and to buy their supplier 
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„ 0J0S1 uomns, taITO<Di SA|mui; ETCs 

The old road that can* h 

**» «■ »* -a. on th ,T 3 Tt r ” F1 * t0 " *“ * UU * ^ PUC "’ “ 

. the . * * oK fam > along the edge of the Dolan farm, and 

through the woodland and continue„ u 

., * beyond Stephen Hole Run on the Burrell Arbogaat 

r “ f “ m 11 — t. th. right *,0 dot, not go ,uit. to u» 

Ructoan C-rt«r. It continues over th. hen* end follow. a cre.h a short diet™, 
^fore crossing Stephen Hole Run -h + h-~ 

, and then can be seen a 3 hort distance as it goes 
sharply to the right and up the u u i.u 

eep bank there. At a certain place along this old 

road on the Dolan farm, thero „ 

a 3and bank that was a source of sand for concrete 

oixing . Ohifl old road has apparently determined the back boundary of the small 

farms, which are now on the right of the present road, between the church and the 

top of the hill toward Buckeye. These were apparently sold off after being severed 

from the original farms by the newer road. 


The road vas probably put in it3 present location about 1854, when the Lewicbur.j 
and :larlinton Turnpike v/as built (7:74)i This also appears to be indicated when 
j. R. Ruckman wrote, since the pike v/as built in the fifties. " (8) 


Some changes were made in the road when it was graded by the Echols Construct!/.! 
Company a short time before it was hard surfaced, as on each side of the hill betv*. ^ 
Stephen Hole Run and Mill Point. The road between liarlinton and Mill Point was har 
surfaced about 1924-25. The section between Mill Point and Buckeye v/as contracted 
by the R. G. Hill Construction Company, who got the limestone rock from the quarry 
at about the head of Stephen Hole Run. They had their camp on top of the nearby 
hill on the F. Vf. Ruckman farm. 

It is 8 aid that the first hard surfaced road in Pocahontas County was that be¬ 


tween Hillsboro and Min Point - and also, that probably no other road needed a hard 
surface worse than this onel During the period of about 1906-08 a aixteen-foot 
"traffic bound" rock surface v/as put there. It was rebuilt about 1913 with a water 
bound macadamized surface. (The information about the building of this road between 
Hillsboro and Mill Point has been written here as remembered by Richard McCarty). 

Ito road between Richwood and Hill Point (W. Va. Highway 39) was fir.t graded 
then hard eurfac.d during th. period of about 1935-43. Tbl. road wa. partly 
N. along the old log train grad., and at Big Fill it »nt dir.ctly over th. 


20 . 




cr i*Uicl fill there, ~ 

Pectoral prt aatt r 21 . 

period, «nd P ri aon U bor V , Q8 ' ^ C “* to th. Cranberry area during that 

The Greenbrier Division of ^ ^ ° ? ^ r °* d con-truction. 

june, 1899, and the first 3 a P' “Ice rnd Ohio Railway was commenced in 

. 0perat ion of trains , 

M in December, 1900 ( 6;? ^ ^ 


over this branch in Pocahontas County 

Before tli. railroad was built ^ ^ 

„d Huntersville. Hl!nterevl ”“ l ”* CaITied **— 

(7,536) (in 18,1 it ras «* * »“ "»*■ 

time « a population of about J^ ^ "* t0 *“ at 

ne hundred people.(7:619). By starting early in 

the morning, the mail could ho * 

n from Huntersville to Lewisburg in one day and 
the return trip made the next Th™. u 

• Thomas Hogsett, who lived in this neighborhood, once 
had the contract for carrying m , 

this mail, but apparently did not carry it himself un¬ 
less it was when he was vounr^r t+ • 

y unger. It is said that Clint Kellison, also of this neigh- 

bortood, -no once , carrier on thin route. The merchants oT this area would send 

to Konceverte to get their suppiies. John A. Sydenstrccker remembe* that a 

stagecoach came through on the same route about 1883-86. It had a regular schedule 

and Hillsboro was a station for getting fresh horses. A man by the name of Flack 

was the driver, and he blew a horn before arriving so the horses would be ready. 

During the period of about twenty-five years before the railroad came, in about 

1900, a great amount of timber was floated to Ronceverte on the Greenbrier River. 

The walnut and cherry were taken out by rafting (7-621), whenever there was a "raft¬ 


ing flood 11 . Also during this period there were the great "log drives" on the river 
during the spring floods. It is said that there were probably two to three million 
board feet of lumber in e$ch of these drives. Host of these logs that were floated 
in the river were white pine, although there was an occasional drive of spruce or 
hemlock. The last log drive, which was white pine from the Knapps Creek area, wen 
through liar linton Uarch 17, 1907* (This date was given by Dr. Calvin W. Price, who 
has also given other information and suggestions for this history), 

This area has had, at various times, many samills busy at the job of sawing 








abundant euprly of tinker. Durin „ ... 22. 

„ »«• l—r =0^.. lMated * ' ' P “ U « « — * MU there were 

^ to the material of ^ Cr " k > “ d —*“*« • >~t 

oamunity*. The coming of the railroad had made 
*i>, « -' 11 « other things aoasible « 

. . to. Work was plentiful, and the &verag>. 

. hoitr jot :.bout $ 1.50 for = a. _ 

0 ° r eleven hour day's work - which was considers 
-, 0 d wages then. The Warn Lumber CnmK, 

Company cane near 1905 , and built \J amt own and 

itS ^ S ng Sta:npin & Creek some distance below Mill Point. This company 

* itS timber fr ° m ^ Cra * be «* -a, bringing the logs to Mamto W on 


*** 105 tralllS ' ^ SaW6d '”*** was then taken out on their railroad to where it 
the Chesapeake and Ohio near Seebert. John Raine and Company came shortly 
^ter the other company c a me, and got timber mostly in the Stamping Creek area. 

This company built Rai.netov.-n quite some distance aoove Mill Point or. stamp,ng Greek, 
and sawed their lumber there. They took their lumber out over Ware's railroad. It 


is said that the Warn Lumber Co. completed their job slightly sooner and -old their 

railroad to John, Raine and Co. 

A sawmill that is now in opeiation on Stamping Creek, along W.Va. Highway 39, 
is that, of the W. W. Harper Lumber Company, which located there in October of 
1939. Since that time it has been destroyed by fire and rebuilt. 


THE FIRST HE VC PAPER, TELEPHONES, ETC: 

"The first newspaper to be published in this county vras the Pocahontas Times, 
fouacfc- in 1882 at Huntersville, and moved to Marlinton in 1392' (7:620). 


, *B- word "community'* is used throughout this toto^wlth 
k&ng a larger territory than when the word dsfinite boundary lines for 
5 remembered that it would be difficult to " r i‘^bcrhood can net always be 'used 
lese * The natural geographical boundary 0 , > the ne ighoorhood because they 

2 this may not include people '..ho ar * 9 on . . changed through the years since 
attended church or school here. Th s ^ ex^ple, some who were one- tr. ugbt 
, r schools ar.d churches have been ui • Q in the seebert neig 001*001, as 
as belonging in this neighoornood naL many people fro: C 

grew up after the condn g of there. 

Pee ^ came to unrvin Chapel before a church was 
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llTh e fi-st telephone to be built in tw 23 ‘ 

0 Coun ty us the Karlinton anu Beverly 

That ~ .a, telephone 

W- V U tk * roads of the county." (7=650! 

Th* Bank of Marlinton -rant into K„ < 

mto business m 1899, and was the first bank in the 

s <* cial “■*"“«»" ««** i„ SUM or ^ over ^ road . rrom ^ 

...rest express stations, for tl lcn a yaar . (7jt20)- 

The firs*, automobile in the neighborhood t:as a Ford gotten about 1913 by Dr. 

». =• SBith ’ V,h0 th ' n ° ,,ned Uved at tihat is now the E. S. Berman fare,. Soon 

^envards another Ford was gotten by Fred W. Ruckman. 

were beginning to be ov/ned by a few people in the neighborhood about 
ifSeV* ^* se a set or tv;o of earphones which had to be passed around rather oft*> 

; o all the family - and neighbors - could hear some of the things that came in on 
the then strange invention. The earphones were soon replaced by a big hom which 
sat on or near the radio. Television began to be in the area somewhere near 1952, 
and this too, they do say, has a certain drawing power on the neighbors. 

LOCAL INDUSTRIES: 

At various times there have been some small tanneries, or tanyards, in the 
neighborhood. There v/es one of these operated by o Dorman family on that Is now 
the Fred Ruckran farm. Thia v.as about the spring at the comers of the C. E. Gum 
andU. A. Arbogast farms. Another of these was near tha mouth of Stephen Bole Run 
end was owned by Isaac B. Smith, tho also had a gristmill there. There was a tan- 
Jard owned by Edgar Smith, at his hose on a bill overlooking the Greenbrier River 
was rebuilt about 19*. and used for some years. Another of these was - by 

„ „ that was started in more recent years la the on. built 

Joseph S. Smith. A tannery that was s ^ 

<7 Bar.ton Smith in 1935-36. Hoga.tt had a .mall bed 

At on, U-. probably near ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

‘blihia .actory in a building nca use in the nei.+.boihood. 

Olives. Some of those bed springs arc s ^ ^ Ho~v«. man, 

This neighborhood in prtan^ a 




....HWWB^ 

- "** "" h ‘ V ” ° ther ** - - - *»» ^ «. heat,. a ‘ 

The ' 3tation8 *« the neighborhood. Lloyd D. Wilson built his 

f** a ° d ESS ° SCrViCe StBtion * 1930-31, end Benton , 


s t*tion 


in 1935-36. 


i Smith built his Gulf Service 


^ tE5 ON A FEW INDIVIDUALS: 

ReV . Ja es E. by.e (lfll-1390) became a member of Marvin Char* I. p* ifi- 
ca te > ' Camc ^ ere ^ r °m Edray, end lived his remain year3 on the 

farm now owned by Wilbur E. Moore, a grandson. He probably had no regular charge 
after moving here. He was a local preacher of the highest type. He was converted 
at a camp meeting near Hillsboro in 1831, licensed to preach by the quarterly con¬ 
ference of the Huntersville Circuit in 1837, ordained local deacon in Baltimore by 
Bishop Waugh, and ordained local elder in 1869 by Bishop nightman. Rev. Yin. E. 

Hiller, in writing his obituary in 1890, wrote, "He married and buried more people. 
baptiZ'-"- more children, and was instrumental in the conversion of more souls, thor. 
gny other preacher that ever lived in his county." 

In the past this community has been fortunate in having medical doctors avail¬ 
able. One of these was Dr. Matthew Wallace (1822-1897), 1*0 lived at Mill Point. 
Another was Dr. H. W. HriJeel (1872-1948), who was born and reared at Mill Point, and 
lived at Hillsboro many years while practicing medicine. Both of these men were 
outstanding country doctors. Both rode horseback many, nan;' miles, often t:.i”ugh. 
bitter cold v/eather - day or night, to be at the bedside of the sack. 

Pearl Sydenstrickev Buck war bom at HiUaboro, ta. 26. 1892. at *«-» 
old home - the Stulting home. This is now the home of Oeorne P. Eogar. .,er mie- 
oionary parents. Rev. and lira. Abaal» Sydenatrickar, tor. then on leave and took 
hoe Wok to China with them *- she was four »nthe old. She waa elated an the 
United States, but China continued to be her hone until 1933. She taught there 

. O knowledge of China which she incorporated in 

®*veral universities. She acquired a pledge . 

Tn 1938 she \ras awarded the Nobel Pnz 

b °oks that were to make her famous. In - 

^■terature. 
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^ICRICAL PAGEANT: 

On , Saturday night, October 1 1 . 0 ™ tK 

* ^ community relived ite oast history in 

h . page^ "Time Turns 3ack". T m« 

tn9 V nia vras Prescntea in the amphitheater-like lie Id 

* ** Fred ***** fam * “ d ** 3 ">™Pi«te with "Indians", horses, covered wfcgou, Log 
cabin, 80 d ay-ng of various historical or ?'? nous persons. ’Ithere possible 

tb® descenaa: re_atives took the part of these persons. J. L. Jfc¥««4 act®d the 

oF John iiic ^ eej ‘» “ he Pioneer. John A.. Syder. 3 tr. ,:kur, a cousin tc Pearl L ack, 
acted the part of Hermsnus Shutting, her grandfather. G. D. iiciieill \tg s the announ¬ 
cer- Slaves at play around the camp fire were portrayed oje the colored folks of 
flatoga. The veterans of World War I had a part in the finale. The band from Union, 
y, Va. furnished the music. Barbecued beef was an added attraction, and was expertly 
carved by J. L. liurrell, the jovial Negro postmaster of the village of Watoga. 


SCH60LS. jr-jG/iilZaTIONS, AND KAIL ROUTE: 

The history of the earliest schools in the neighborhood is rather vague. So 
short terms of school may have been held in any available building or home. It is 
said there was once a schoolhouse on the hill in the vicinity of J. L. UcNeetts 
bam. This was back to the left of this barn and in the little valley vtoere a small 
stream of water comes down from the mountain. 


The log schoolhouse about the Ruckman Cemetery was 


used for some years until it 


w burned during the Civil War. It Is known that someth* niter th« owilding was 
school was held In a buildlrg rented rrontriUiaa T. Bear A 'ibis was - 


burned that 

top of the hill beyond Kill Point, and across the 
Ere present school lot was given by Col 


rord frer Lrs. T. u. Sard's home, 
oltn W. P.v.cicran ai.d vdfe ir. June, 1869 • 


(lu J Ph ilip Hetsell contracted ch. Job of putting up the 

(Deed Book No. 9, page 123)- FruJ - ip (3 ) „ . rT . AA 

+ , e first teacher. ; 'i3:is was the first free 

building, and ComeUus Stultxng w ~ s 

T lR Patriot, and was always taM as Number 1 - 

schoolhouse built in the tttt • w ^ ^ gecond build ing burned before 

^ (8) This building « «P . ^ ^ fcy _ o£ *. loc ,l cities 

ftMetmas of 1914, but * not COnS mt erlals. The present building 

«• “ had teen built from, or partly ro '-’ 2i _ 





^ built durin, thw utw Ptrt Of X915. 26 . 

full with un «n*»U»4it of u ca°ot term probably opened l* c that 

teacher in the new building Tha i *. J *.uk (urs. c. U. Hill) vac the first 

b ,. Annas Cole In 1942 - 43 . The “ "* of in this building was tau*t 

. SC 001 opened for the next tern, but it was decided 

to take the students to Hillsboro and thi* h v 

’ his has been done every year since that tio* 

n» sch ° o1 buildin S an d grounds have since bppn . 

mce been used a3 a community center. 

The Farm Women's Club of ^ 

ighborhood was organized December 4, 1945. 

presidents of this Organization, in the order of their service, have been as folio, 
llrs. E. S. Newman, Mrs. W. 0. Ruckman, Virginia Hayes, Urs. Merritt Turner, and Urs. 
30 yd Dil . l^is organization has made various improvements at the Community Cen¬ 
ter, and at this time is planning for outdoor fireplaces and picnic tables. 

The 4-H Club in this neighborhood was organized in 1947. The first president 
was Ray Kramer, and he was succeeded by John Dilley, the president at this time* 

Those who have served as adult leaders are Mrs. Merritt Turner and Mrs. Joe Kramer. 

The mail route, R.F.D. Mo. 1 from Buckeye, began in May, 1946, and has continued 
since that time. The first mail carrier on this route was Jim itcNe*H, and he was 
followed by C. P. Pritchard, the carrier at this time. Hill Point had alv/ays been 
the post office for this neighborhood before this route was established. 


SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN WHO WENT FROM THE liARVIN CHAPEL NEIGHBORHOOD: 

Those serving in \iORLD UAR I were: Elbert Messer (Gold Star), Ben F. Kellison, 
Fred K. McClure, Sherman H. Moore, W. 0. Ruckman, and Fred J. Waugh. 

Those in service during WORLD WAR II were} John J. Dunn (Gold Star), Argila C. 
Arbogast, Richard Auldridge, Jack Bostic, Price Boblett, Harper Dever, Warren Dev^ 
Wallace Gum, Alfred Gum, John Hayes, Charles Kramer, Joseph Kramer, Herbert McClur*-, 
llsyd McClure, Morgan McClure, Herman McClure, Minnie Pritt - VIC., Oliver Pritt, 
ta. Ray, Jack Ray, Arthur Ransey, Ben Raasey, Johnny Ransey, F. Wilder Ruetaan, 
Forrest Scott, Dentil Totten, Elvem Totten, Dale Turner, Rayaond Turner, Dwight 
».ugh, Beecher Witfong, Earl V/ilfong, Fred Wilfong, and Ue Wiliong. 

Those in service since World War IX are, Richard P. Arbogast, Clarence Bostic, 
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; ^ cop-, Cpon. Robert Dol„, utoh „ «• 

^ *•• 01yd “ ■*«■«*. Cipu, / ' r " ,t “ c - 

’ yae Wi «°ng, and Ted Wilfong. 

: 

Tt» "deep anew is said to h 

.... „ " D ' C,!,,,ber “*>.(8) * f.„ 

M «*> «u.te an argument about what ve a r 

. tt ._ ^ thl * 0ccumd . *~» this was carried on 

r 1 ' ^ waters In the Pocahontas Tinea t* 

: —* apparently was not noticed that the d*i« 

I f yececber, 1890 was recorded in th» m * 

“ hC hiStOIy of the c °unty.(7:618) The snow seems 
t e have been around three feet deep, it ia ma * A * 

is said that it stayed on the ground for a 

•rest while that winter, and after it ..tti.,* 

cer it settled and crusted over the people could 

;ra vel on top of it. 

j The sv.. - 1838 UC3 80 ^ that swamp deposits could burn; and there was a 

^ fros J June 5, 1359.(7:46) About 1924 there was a late killing frost, and 
** pe ° Ple rlanti>d th6lr C ° ra «hUe others let it grow u P again from tne top 

of the ground - getting fair results. It is said that 1880 was a dry year. It ie 
taoun, of course, that trco very dry sumuers were those of 1930 and 1953. Some of 
the winters with subzero weather were: 1917-13; 1926-27; January 1936; and Janu¬ 

ary 1940. Several inches of snow fell in late April of 1928. 

In the late afternoon of the first Sunday of July in 1935 there was a severe 
flash flood in this area, and seemed to be mainly near the mountains between the 
StariGirg Creek and Buckeye sections. The next day the men began to repair fences 
' -r da-age caused by the water. As they worked one neighbor said to another, 

• -lood like that never happens but once in a lifetimel 11 But, of all things, be¬ 
fore the day was over another flood came, destroying all results of the cay's work. 
3iis second flood was similar to, and at about the sane time as the one on the 

ffrsvious day. These occurred July 7 and 6, 1935. 

«* 

4D ®XICKAL NOTES, AND A SUMMARY OF THE COMMUNITY HISTORY: 

It may b. of interest to some to mention that a brief account of the kilim* of 

% HcKeever (see page 14) i. given in a history (10:292). Thin book gives the 
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Cn ° S “ ry ** «“ Indi “» captured UcKoevcr 1 a wife, ehuTl- 

*** that a„., no, **, TOrncd ot the ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

f0rt U ’“ ^ f ° r 8UP?Ue5 < “ d «»» when the Indians kili,d ucr lolab<md . 

James -. A. Gibba (see p. 16) bought about on* hundred and twenty acres of 
^nd (Deed Book !.o. 8, p. 93), on the Greenbrier Elver below the mouth ol Stamping 
c „. k in Say, U360. In December, 1863 he and hie wile, Katharine, sold this land 
tac k to the man Iron, whom it had been bought - John H. Ruckman. (Deed Book Do. 11, 


p. 181) 

..... -c .ion of Pocahontas County v/as once a part of Bath County, and that can 
be v+r.frmd, in one way, by some old deeds. Some people think that this area may 
ye c.::c been a part of Greenbrier County, but nothing definite has been found at 
this time to verify this. 


Ihis area was once called Union Township, according to the deed for the Ruckman 
School lot, vdiich was made in 1869. (Deed Book No. 9, p. 123). 

A few notes are written here that are taken from the booklet West Vir ginia , 
the Wonderland That's Real . (1:12, 18, 26-27) These notes, used by permission, arer 
Greenbrier County v/as formed soon after the Revolution and extended to the Ohio 
River and nearly to Parkersburg; "Jim Bridger, noted scout and Indian fighter in 
the northwest and from whom Fort Bridger in Colorado took its name, w&r. '*om in 
Pocahontas Count;'-."; the Cranberry Glades have created much interest due to the 
plants which grow there that are found usually in only northern areas near the Arctic 
Circle. They have been referred to as the "naturalist's paradise". 

It is most likely that many of the earlier people of this neighborhood attended 
school at Hillsboro, and educational opportunities were increased when the Little 
Levels Acadeny v/as established there. "This institution was established in 1842 
under a charter granted by the State of Virginia." (2:55) 

It is said that the Gyeen^rier River is the longest river wholly within the 


state. 

The days of the re* building through the aeighbertood near the early 1920s 


28 , 




ho d •■«! s attractions for the children u 

n * However, even the < 

o‘^ •<“«#* °“t could hardly dim the wonder o* ♦ § SUa ® ShoveL 

1 the huge south 

w ‘‘° CCuld c «rry a big bucket of water o n hi3 head , &t Hm ' e 


It as amazing when we stop a moment and think of the many 

have talcen place in such . * .. , * many ctlan &® 8 that 

h a comparatively short space of time. Pcrh 

occasionally look bade into th„ ,. PS U ia to 

° th8 earUer da ^ ° f ««r community, for » 
little more appreciation and ^ ca n a 

del-standing of things as we new know them - myht 

ev 7 ::r "* ° r - - - -— --~_ 

< "‘ ^ ^ After ,U. » ^ ,o • 

precedent to follow since all Mie«o 

^««.«, tta£B!wtakMiJKeso 

niodem world. 

Ihe Indian no longer Jealously guards his h,mM 

* hls hunting ground. Stephen bewell 

** ™°** Ze th ° ^ “ W ° f his «■» « Ko could ai ce set, out up« 

it on an Oc.rly -wtafc but a a tbe fo c „uld lift bo oould no longer on. the groat 

troos that once grow over th, countryside. He norld auroiy >K „der obat had talon 

placo could ho see and hoar th. early morning traffic of cars, truck,, trailers, 

buses, and the tractor, with th.lr various typos of fait, equips attached. 

Go*, are the days when each family mode their cloth for clothes; made five to 

six hundred pound© of maple sugar each spring for their year's sugar supply; and 

seldom do we now see apple butter being made out in the big copper kettle; or 

strings of dried apple© and other dried foods hanging over the kitchen stove. The 

gristmills are now silent (Oh well, not everything is silent - the good ladies can 

still do a good job of talkingl The men can too, but we won't admit that, so look 

out for the rolling pin - or is that a museum piece also?) 

The ox teams have long been gone, and now it would seem that the horses are 

about to follow them. ;,o more do we see the buggy or the surrey in use - and even 

the day is gone when the good folks wondered if it was alright to u.e family car 

on Sunday. Anyway, it was soon dacia^d that it would be slr*f,h“ to go to 


U » and well — wince it was out it would be a good time 
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to visit a frieud or twot 





“ ”• • J * “• th « any time now — we hop., *>• 

don. tl.. m«d „ rrao Ule aU 

„. pt when th. pow.- „„ C ‘''' dl '•' , *" d *•*»•« lump. - 

I 1 used- JT " ^ ^ »"* - «-> - IT 

: th. Z T ^ ot ™ of the old diseMes - — - 

* 0 , from th. use 0 y ^ ^ * ■*—*. 

pro*- pone - that fs ^ ~,T ~ ^ ^ *“ *“ ~ 

not having a job that can adequate, e ^ SSttmS oUi the tomb 

I M. ~ **t or take . go., ^ ’* “ g ^ to “* a d ° ct « - »*ta, 

pood book along, th. high price of coffee; end the worrv 
about m:o will van the ball game an rt k u 

game and by how many points. 

“ " *“““ ^ *- 40 - ** it may look tike a lot of thing, from . 

.oast are .one. It is going to be up tp „ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ _ 

I *t - -t to keep, such - - *.11-1-1, maybe some of the old customs such as 
I sitting up all night with a sick neighbor, or helping dig a grave. 


Uany of th. things wa say are. gone are not gone - not really, but hove become a 
part of the new. The early pioneers who blazed the trails had an important oart in 
bringing about our present way of life. And can't you hear the sounds fro,., th. old 
blacksmith shops? They were not just forging a bolt or a plowshare, but , ' -ginning 
for a whole new way of life. So when we talk about things being "gone" we nay not 
be using the term as we would for some extinct ancient city. From the pioneer we 
have inherited a love of the mountains, a love of freedom, and, we trust, a sense of 
direction that will guide us in blazing the new "trails" that lie before us today. 

There will be times when we will, at least in our own minds, evaluate our com- 
““nity, and sometimes it mey not be placed very high. But there will be ether times, 
’•hen using a long range view, that we may come up with an answer Just a little like 
that cf a former local farmer-citizen who was pitting some of his own variety of ve- 
f ine but nameless potatoes on the market. Suddenly facing the need of a name for 
them, he said with inspiration, "Call them Beat Ever*'. 


////////////z////// 
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I jyjaJ MINISTERS I PRESIDING ELDERS: : 

It laay be th a t John Smith was the in 

tne or one of the first, of the circuit 

I ' ■*" trough this area. He V:M sProlnted to the Greenbrier Circuit 

I 17 "', J r r flrSt "" ^ - ‘ *—«. Circuit. The -crk that v,c 
** “1 “* ^ - •»«*, done by circuit riders 

I ^ " CUit ' and by L3Cal P re “hers among the settlers. "When his year 

I en^eu - ‘ —» 3 i the Greenbrier Circuit extend 

circuit extended over portions of Pocahontas, Green- 

wi er, end lonroe counties in West Virginia-as -ell as portions of Cites Craig 

Botettourt, and Albany counties , Virginia, Th ere ,mre no cenfe - 

ce s held west of the mountains until the spring of 1786, -hen John Smith -as electa. 

| to deacon. He was the fiat Hethodist minister ordained west of the mountains, and 

W3S ordained by 3ishop Asbury on July 6, 17G8. (9i5;l6) 

Since Fort X hes been Witten (see p, 6) some additional names or date, here 
been found concerning the ministers, or circuit riders uho served here before the 
church was built. Hiese are: J. H. Clarke, 1817-49; John ». start, lb.9-50; E. J. 
Jamison, 1-50-52; T. F. licClure, 1852, P. S. E. Sixeas, 1865-1 6<\: s. ?. Hyde, 

868, a brief time - year was completed by J. K. Meredith, and Jamer E. koore. 

Some of the presiding elders of the Lewisburg District, according to a clipping 
from an old Poc ahontas Times , are as follows: J. H. Waugh; J. K. Gilberts; 1873-74; 
W. D. Coe, D*. D., 1874-77; Adam P. Boude, 1877-79; John C. Dice, 1879-83; David 
Bush, D. D., 1383-87; Hamilton W. Kinger, 1887-90; S. G. Ferguson, 1390-92; YU G. 
Hammond, 1892-96; J. D-. Martin, 1896-99; J. S. Hutchinson, 1899-03; and Geo. T. 
Tyler, 1903. (This list was made available at this time by Mrs, Eudors Pritchard). 

EARL! uELiHERS OF MARVIN CHAPEL: 

The original church membership records do not seem to be in existence now, tr- 
copies gf these are available, although this could be a souiee of error in seme ces 
The first record apparently begins in 1850, although many dates are not shoun, end 
this list is an attempt to include ell membra up to about 1879 - thet is those -ho 
<«. members before, or near the time the church was dsdicated November ». 1878. 

The early members of Hsrvin Chapel, residing bo available records, —. 









Iff 32 , 

I Joseph S. Smith, 1850- „ 

Iff 1558; AW**!***,', AUlaridg8; KichMl Scales, 

ill John S. Loore i 8 o? b ’ '' U ‘ 1Cate; Uarth S E. Auldridge; Cora Lee Hoover; 

, | , .lb,- 7 - by certificate: n L 

■ Irene Scalar 10 7s . t . Auldridge, is??; £. L. Solti,, 1877; 

* «osiah Cline 187 R. w _ 

■ Eliza Rucknan 1378 b 7 * CUne » 1878 J Joseph Pennell, 1878; 

» 1878 - b y certificate: u p „„ . ’ 

■ 1878; Henry McClure- Martha C ’ 18?8; !Iancy Hanna Abrick, 

j Martha McClure 187 Q- ? , 

■ Cornelia Adkison- 1 h- * * Auldridge; Mary Adkison; 

■ -lendenin; J. Barnett Grimes- / ^ rgeSSj ^ Clendenin; William 

■ Uoj H. Nottingham- Rebe . 1 ^ Martha Ho ^t; Lydia McComb; 

| Smith Clar, ctd " Fran0i3Fenn0lli — =~, L_ 

I -e USilva; Cl : R ° bertD - SilVai > —,va; 

I ^Coy; RuhamaCleek- Lim ^ Se!Uvens i Joseph. .A. .Thorpe; Felir.ia Se.Honridge 
I Bartlett; CUra ^ ^ ~ — 

■ «*.. (Ri ’ “ aryBartleUi «“—*•*«-», -ta-AAO. 

■ (It is possible that an occ-sinn^i 

I later date than 1879 ). “ ^ ^ at * 

I SUHDA1 SCHOOL SUFERINTENDSKTS; TRUSTEES, rp ruv 

Sunday s . ho ,, ' ™*» »»«**«« MW, 

1 Superintendents that are remembered’ or . 

I John S. Uoore, 1386-90 ^ J k ’ ^ 8 ’«*• “» 

U F Ruc o ^ F '" kl “».W,m-02; John Cleek, 19 00; 

F - R “ Ctaan > W3; Lee Uoore, 1912 - . ' 

Kramer, 1917-1B; P„d Wa ugh, i 9 i 9; ^ ^ 

1937 50- B* n °sast, lire W. a. Arbogast, 1926-32 

1937-50, Richard Auldridge, 1934 ; Urn. Wilbur E. Uoore l 935 * ' 

16 *" ‘™-d.nt at the preaent tl»^ Apm ’ , j ' ' *’ 

j. p » 954. (The dates show may in- 

““ Wly “ *“* ** - t—. served by so « or them). 

or Uarvin Chapel Church at the preaent time, April 195t, are: 

• A. Arbogast; C. W. Auldridge; Boyd DiUey; Jo, Iramer; C. P. Pritchard; 
tod W. 0 . Ruckraan. 
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,j^5C£LLANB0US ITQIS: 

^ COlUn '° Ua e hurch a bride ^ 

~ ~ ^ Chapelta W8 _ ur md ^ 

" ^ „ M that „ Uau _ RUC| _ md ; 

Hogsett, January 20. lsfti » * vnoJ-Usj 

“V ^ fi , ‘ ^ aW S “ - —« -*—• have teen * the 

church, the first funeral um- + u * ^ 

thie it did net ^ 13 ’ 1898 “ P revi ‘>“ to 

this, it did not seem to hp + u„ 

„ th USt0 " t0 have a fu " a «l. or ""mortal service, until 

sometime after the person Ko^ k , 

een uned. This custom probably arose from the fact 

that the circuit-ridine orf^hov , 

P cher only came around at certain times of the year. 

According to the record of r„hn c ,, 

of John S. Moore as secretary of the Sunday School 

I tte problems o f the Sunday School in 188 , „„ not too Mferent from ^ ^ 

ay advice to young men was not to let a little rain scare them into staying 

at home, and he deplored the fart +h->+ __ . , 

cne lact that so many teachers were often absent vdthout 

leave. He also asked people to remember that Sunday School started at 9:30. 

Other miscellaneous items are: lee V. Ruckman was president of the Epworth 

league in 1899; the woodhouse was built in 1915; some of the dates that the church 

was painted were 1878, 1898, about 1926, about 1938, 1953, and perhaps others; the 

interior was papered in 1915, 1930, and about 1946; money was raised in 1930 to 

tence the church lot; electric lights were put in the church about 1931, by Paul 

I Simmons. 


During the days of the song services it was not unusual for the Marvin Chapel 
choir, male Quartet, and tt string band" - all made up mostly of the young people - 
to visit other churches having similar services; the young people of lUrvin Chapel 
had a musical at Hillsboro in the spring of 193^ - proceeds for a sink in the par¬ 
sonage at Seebert, and to buy hymn books for the church; it was recently noticed 
that the plastering lathes of the church were split rather than sawed, and it has 
h«en recalled that oxen were used when hauling the pine lumber from Cummings Creek 
*ien the church was built. Preaching service was held in the Ruckman Schoolhouse 
Iwember 8 2 . 953 , a8 the new floor in the church was being finished. (Many of the 
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••inp concerning the chuma n 

eve been done during the month of November) ** 

■ -- 

service and no one would speak to -o U 6ry> ° r yoU attended a church 

old favorite hy*n, ^ u ““ *" “* >“» «■. 

The Scve:.t-.--f-i ^th Anni 

brated November *9 1050 n b ' J iiding_ 0 f Marvin Chapel Church wee cel- 

- - - ^ : Jl;, irr cou ’ the —-—- - 

MS cIear . b ct uter it becane cloud ” ^ Th ' part of the 

[ ^ - church .3 not Zd "— =———- 

of some of the firet decorp ‘« t «*» floeere shich were brought in ceaory 

into, i b f ° f ^ ChUreh> tf their descend- 

ap ionurl cowl was later given in r,e„,ory of one of the trueteea rtros. de- 

• - were not taovar by the decorating c^dttee before the celebration. 

The occasion ms coneidered to be quite a eucceas. Thie ms due in Part at 

E“* ‘° thS «- '°™o„ and planning of the varioue coaritee. 

and of the people in general under the leadership of the paetor, Rev. Frank g. 

Johnson. 


Ihe speaker for the corning service wss Rev. T. E. Painter, a forcer paetor of 
We church. His subject was "Seventy-five Years and Beyond”. 

At noon a .cost bountiful dinner. Including hot tea and coffee, w ..rved in 
the achoolhouse. The anniversary cake, brought by Mrs. Uoyd D. Hilson, ms cut by 
“re. Carrie Patterson of Marlintou, and Dr. Marvin C. Scith of Hillsboro, ih.se 
t«o mre the only ones attending the anniversary celebration tho had Wen here then 
church was dedicated in 1878. 

In the afternoon service the history of the church was read by F. Wilmer Ruck- 


l * A short letter was read from Rev. Lee V. Ruckaan expressing his regrets at 
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^ unable to attend the anniversary celebration, and a short talk was gi ven by 
Re v. <luad® R. Arbogast. 3oth of these men are sons of this chur *h. The ^ 8peak _ 
er of the afternoon was Rev. C. C. Lambert, who had served here in former year*. 

Hi* subject was "The Garden of Memories". He read from the forty-eighth chapter of 
Genesis, and took his text from Proverbs 10:7 - "The memory of the Just is blessed". 

The occasion could net fail to bring back memories of other years and of 
those who were no longer here to take part in the fellowship of the day. However, 
ve oust not continue to look to the past other than as a guide to the future. The 
keynote for the present and future was sounded in the closing hymn of the day - 
•HI .a u Christian Soldiers". We should each strive so that in 1978, the time for 
the hundredth anniversary of Marvin Chapel, it could well be said that the last 


twenty-five years have been the greatest of them all! 
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SPRINGS COMMUNITY 
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^Oontinucd from last week) 


P. 


1'hd 


^ttnehaha Springs 

M. E. Church, South 
(Mrs. Elmer Moore) 

UP 1 his church was built in 1926, be- 
in>r formally opened Sunday October 
the same year. Rev. Mack 
: Thbmason was the pastor at the 

P*itinw. The opening day services con- 
eti- sitsted of an all day meeting, with 
mi- tjmjieer on the ground. Rev. J. W. 
uMtt of Vinton, Va., a former 
preached the first sermon at 
the| e iejen o’clock, and Rev. F. B. Wy- 
and, of Monterey, Va., preached at 
aid p. m. 

re * This was made a separate appoint- 
meat on the Huntersville charge in 
a i! l5, under the pastorate of Rev. 
ct ’ (J. Leggett. The place of wor- 

n( ushifl was transferred from Browns 
ar Mountain school house in which 
)W builjding the worship was held until 
he ; th^completion of this church. 

^ The church building was begun 
, son# time during the year 1923, 
ife Rev. Palmer Eubank was the 


mg a iree uhh.w «v built ab< 

All denominations gave quite lib- '.and J 


. „ .and J. 

orally in this community and adjoin* on for 1 
ing communities and also in the town Octal 
of Marlinton. Tthe largest money do- on wW 
nations were made by Elmer Moore, Douthn 
Mrs. Effie Campbell, Mrs. Sidney \ school 
Wilson, Dr. H. S. Jones, Mr. W. H. School 
Grose, and Mrs. A. D. Cash. llnnna 

This chu\h is deeply indebted to Moser 
a very faithful Building Committee, »preset 
which overcame many trying ob- house 
stacles. This Committee was: W. boasts 
H. Grose, President; J. C. Harper, and i 
Mr. and Mrs. Amos McLaughlin, G. fessit 
M. Ervine, Mrs. J. G. Sharp, and comn 
Mrs. Elmer Moore, Secretary and were 
Treasurer. The two non-residdit I fami 
members. Mr. Grose and Mr. Harper jard’s 
never missed a committee meeting used 
and deserve special mention for their iday 
faithful ami most helpful assistance. T 
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He was very faithful in all 


labors. In the first place, two 


were donated by Mr. and Mrs. 
i 08 McLaughlin as a memorial to 
ir son, C. C. McLaughlin, who 
d from wounds received in battle 
i France during the World War. 
fte lots were later exchanged for 
o lots nearer the parsonage for 
• reason of better location. Mr. 
A Rexrodc donated the timber 
r the frame work for the outside 
th* building. Quite a lot of free 
was given. June 5, 1924, was 
i apart for the excavation, the men 
the work, and the ladies serv- 


Schools of Minnehaha Community 
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(Mamie White) 

We do not boast a high school in 
our community for the reason that 
the settlement is a scattered one, 
but we are proud of the progress the 
schools have made since the age of 
the log school house. 

When the Civil War began, school 
was being taught by Miss Mattie 
Gum, the mother of , George Gingar, 
of Huntersville, in a log school house 
which stood on the knoll near L. R. 
Hiveley’s residence. The next build¬ 
ing used for school in the Sunset 
neighborhood was on a hill not far 
from J. A. Cleek’s. The last term 
[taught here was by Enoch H. Moore, 
in the year of 1876 and ’77. By the 
next winter a new building had been 
constructed at the present location. 
I his was destroyed by tire a few 
years ago. The building now in use 
was located on the site of the old 
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H. Grose, President; J. C. Harper, 
Mr. and Mrs. Amos McLaughlin, G. 
M. Ervine, Mrs. J. G. Sharp, and 
Mrs. Elmer Moore, Secretary and 
Treasurer. The two non-resident 
members. Mr. Grose and Mr. Harper 
never missed a committee meeting 
and deserve special mention for their 
faithful and most helpful assistance. 
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a dwelling located on the bank above 
, the warm spring. H. M. Lockridge 
and Mrs. W. L. Herold were the 
teachers. School was held lure be¬ 
tween 188 and 1885. The next 
I school known in the Minnehaha 
Springs neighborhood was located 
near Earl Dover's residence. A one- 
room building was then erected at 
Minnehaha Springs about 1900. 
Some teachers who taught in this 
building were: Miss Anna Fleishman, 
Miss Emma Warwick, Miss Anna 
Cleek, Miss Maude Lockridge, 
Miss Margie Herold, Miss Grace 
Moore, Mrs. Sidney Wilson, Miss 
Mamie White, Miss Margaret Sharp, 
Miss Elizabeth Herold, Miss He kin 
Me El wee. 

It became necessary to have a 
larger building, and in 1915 a two- 
room structure was erected. W, L. 
Herold was the contractor. 

rha school building at Itimcl wus 


that several years 
had been located 
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built about 1900 or 1905. J. A. Reed 
and .T. G. Sharp were the contract¬ 
ors for the construction. 

Octave Alderman donated the land 
on which the first school house on 
Douthard’s Creek was erected. The 
school was ifnown as “Lonely Dale 
School.” Miss Lillie Friel, Boud 
Hannah, Gilbert Alderman, and 
Moser Herold were teachers. The 
present Douthard’s Creek school 
house was built in 1910. This school 
boasts of having more young men 
and women enter the teaching pro¬ 
fession than any other school in the 
community. Nine from this school 
were teachers, four being from the 
family of B. F. White. The Douth¬ 
ard’s Creek school building is also 
used for preachmg services and Sun¬ 
day School. 

The first school known on Brown’s 
Mountain was held in the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Amos McLaughlin 
: about 1895. Miss Nora Riley was 
teacher. The next year the school 
was taught in Mr. and Mrs. Mack 
' Er vine's home. Miss Lillie Friel was 
the teacher. Then a school building 
was erected and at the present, 
[school continues in this building. 
Mi Anna Lee Ervine, Miss Clara 
f’alrncr, (now Mrs. G. 0. Wade), 
/iu*tir Lear man, Miss Ethel Correll 
(now Mrs. 1>. C. Adkiton) are noted 
t« . he n who huve taught in this 
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It is thought that a school house 
once stood where H. Lee White’s 
residence now stands. When the 
late Henry White and family moved 
here from Virginia in 187G, the resi¬ 
dents ot the community referred to 
I this particular hollow as “School 
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lill not far 
4 last term 
i H. Moore, 
’7. By the 
g had been 
it location 


' -- i-- OUIUUI 

fire a few'House Hollow.” Then when work- 


now in use 
>f the old 


Minnehaha 
taught in 
>ank above 
L<x*k ridge 
were the 
I here be- 


men were excavating for the build¬ 
ing of the residence the remains of 
a chimney were found; also, tin 
pails, knivef, forks, spoons, etc., 
which evidence leads one to believe 
that several years before, a school 
had been located on this site. 
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The History of Sweet Springs 
Monroe County, West Virginia 

By Barbara Ruth Kidd 

I 

Discovery And Early Owners 

The healing miracle of the Sweet Springs was a legend be¬ 
fore William Lewis, the first Springs owner, was ever born. The 
first stories tell of an Indian who was wounded by some early 
white traders and left in the swampy waters to die. The next 
morning he felt so rejuvenated he hastened to join his com¬ 
panions, already some distance from the Springs. Imagine their 
surprise when their “dead” comrade rushed in among them. 
Another story similar to that tells of an early white settler who 
hid from pursuing Indians by submersing himself in the waters 
up to his waist. Like most pioneers he suffered from acute rheu¬ 
matism, and the next morning he was surprised to feel relief 
from his ailment. So, the story goes, he began to bathe in the 
swamp waters and was cured'. This same story with only the 
variation that he discovered himself cured after the first night 
is told of William Lewis.’ 

The importance of the frontier springs, of which Sweet 
Springs was one, was evident to the Tidewater residents of Vir¬ 
ginia at an early date. On June 27, 1751, the Virginia Gazette 
at Williamsburg carried the following interesting item: 

The Honourable Lewis Burwell Esq., President of this colony 
is returned from the Medicinal Springs on the Frontiers, where 
he has been some Time past for the Recovery of his Health, 
and we hear he has received much Benefit by the Waters. —He 
la now at his Seat in Gloucester County. 

The same newspaper in 1768 advertised “a Scheme of a lottery 
for railing the sum of nine hundred pounds, to make a road 
• the mountains to the warm and hot springs in Augusta 
County ” It listed the prizes as follows: 

Admlnlatraltoo, Th# of Mtmrof County 

T%0 Old W#*t, |> IS 

1 pru# 

2 p»iiti of 


1000 pounds 
MK> pounds 



2.14 
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4 prizes of 

5 prizes of 
50 prizes of 


250 pounds 
100 pounds 
50 pounds 


.6000 pounds 


6000 tickets at 20 shillings 1. 6000 pounds 

15 % to be deducted from prize. 

James Moss, the first known settler at the Sweet Springs area, 
was probably a squatter. At any rate, he disposed of his rights 
to the land to William Lewis, brother of General Andrew Lewis, 
about 1774. William Lewis was given a land grant by King 
George III for the Sweet Springs area, which was probably 
part of the 8,000 acres which was his share of the estate of 
Colonel John Lewis, his father 3 . For some unknown reason he 
did not seem to be able to make the grant permanent until 
1774. He moved his family there in 1784. After that he was 
known as “William Lewis of Sweet Springs” because there was 
always more than one William Lewis. 

It is not known exactly when the Springs first began to oper¬ 
ate as a resort. The first record of a visitor to Sweet Springs 
bears the date 1790 and is not a flattering one. Archibald Alex¬ 
ander, a prominent theologian at the time, wrote with disgust: 


... A Company of gamblers never intermitted their games day 
or night, Sunday or workingday . . . sometimes come out to the 
fountain, adding not a little to the horrid symphone of oaths. 

They strove to out do one another in the rapidity of their pro¬ 
fane expressions! . . . 4 

Until about 1792, there was probably nothing on the grounds 
to resemble a resort except a few scattered log cabins. About 
that year a log hotel, the first, was erected. It was a long ramb¬ 
ling structure with a porch extending along its full length. 3 
However, in 1791 a Virginian writing from the resort to a friend 
in England described the resort: 


. Our lodgings was in Logg [sic] Cabins and mattresses 
«nd some beds to lay on. I suppose you do not know what kind 
of a house is meant by logg cabbin [sic], therefore I must de- 
•< rib<- it to you. They are generally about 20 feet long and 
about 16 feet wide, with . . . round logs piled upon each other 


, p C 5iJ k, * y ' Chron<c '* - °f t,i0 Seoteh-lrlah Settlements in Virginia, 
a Akj««ndar Th* M/e o/ Archibald Alexander. D.D.. LLD , p. 7B 

MWn. p. 3. 
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like - . . . a pan, and after they get them about seven feet high 
they keep laying them up and drawing them in, which forms 
a roof after this they cover it with slabs or boards of about 
four feet without the help of a nail. 

Then they lay a plank floor and then they sop the body of the 
house between the loggs [sic] with mud to keep the air out. 

After this gets dry they generally whitewash the whole house 
inside and out, in each of these Cabbins [sic] there’s generally 
about three people lodges and thus we are accommodated at the 
Sweet Springs. 4 

According to Mr. Butler, there were two reasons for the poor 
accommodations at the Sweet. One was the fact that until about 
1790 the mountain roads were too dangerous to travel because 
of Indians; the other was that the land and springs belonged to 
one person. This latter reason gives rise to the speculation that 
perhaps William Lewis did not care whether he operated a re¬ 
sort and so was little inclined to make any improvements on 
the facilities at the Springs. However, a ray of hope for the fu¬ 
ture is expressed: 

I expect it will be better in a few years as there’s a petition 
drawn up to be handed to our next General Assembly praying 
for a Town to be laid off. If that should take effect we shall 
have many Inns which will make it much more Comfortable to 
Visitors. 7 

The town he spoke of was planned by William Lewis to be call¬ 
ed Fontville. It was to have covered thirty acres of Lewis’s 
land, divided into half-acre lots, and sold at public auction for 
the best price.® Unfortunately, Fontville never became more 
than a “paper town.” Although the exact location of the Font¬ 
ville acreage is not known, it is likely that some of the houses 
of the village of Sweet Springs are located on the Fontville lots. 

Whatever the inconveniences, guests continued to visit the 
resort, and one man criticized the use of the unfinished court¬ 
house (district court was held at Sweet Springs for a few years) 
as a dining room and the log cabins which leaked during hard 
rains, but thoughtfully added that 

. . . each of us have a small cot bedstead, a mattrese [sic], 
sheets, blankets, etc. I have slept very comfortable on it and 

i ji>j frnct flutter, letter to Mr*. Anno Chudolk, Cumley House, near llurbarough. 
April ». 1701 

lb*d. 

' rr-, r Morton. A Hiatory of Monro# CouttM/. West Virginia, p. 202 
Coal#. Journal, June 21. 1703 
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blanket very necessary. Our table is well supplied 
iatlit both invalids and healthy persons. . . .• 

T the owner and originator of the resort idea, 

W the John Lewis, Irish immigrant and early promi- 

waS ^ttler of Augusta County. As early as 1754 Andrew and 
William Lewis were exploring the banks of Dunlap Creek near 
etweet Springs.' 0 The Sweet Springs site was chosen for the 
home spot by 1760, but the Lewises did not move there until 
1784 or thereabouts. William Lewis lived there from then until 
his death in 1811. He was said to be as brave as any of his 
brothers, but less disposed to seek fame by killing.” He was 
considered handsome, muscular, and very pious. 


The first Lewis home at Sweet Springs was a large log cabin 
located near a mill at the Red Sweet (now Sweet Chalybeate), 
about one mile from the location of the present buildings at 
Sweet Springs.' 7 Later he built a stone house which stood at 
the rear of the site on which the brick mansion, Lynnside, 
stood.’ 3 


One rumor has it that Sweet Springs was bought by men from 
South Carolina, about 1796, who planned to erect several com¬ 
modious dwellings in the neighborhood. Whether these dwell¬ 
ings were to have been on the Springs property proper can only 
be guesswork, for apparently the deal did not materialize.’* 
The Sweet Springs land remained in the Lewis family hands 
for many years to come. 


William Lewis apparently had turned over the Sweet Springs 
property to his son John before 1805, because in that year 
John Lewis leased the Sweet Springs property for a period of 
eight years to Robert and George Turner. They were to pay an 
annual rent of $2,000. This lease became effective January 1 
1807. The Turners agreed to keep the courthouse and jail in 
good repair and not to permit timber to be cut nor to allow 
any tenants on the land.’ 5 In leasing the property, Lewis agreed 

•Morton, op. eit., p. 23 
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Copy of painting of "Lynnside," home of Lewis Family at Sweet Springs, West Virginia Destroyed by /ire 
in early 1930’s. Painting owned by Miss Coralie Lewis, Sweet Springs. 
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not to put a tavern on what was known as the Mill Place, 
since it would be detrimental to the Sweet Springs property, 
under the management of the Turners. The location of the Mill 
Place is not known; however, since a number of mills probably 
operated along Dunlap Creek at various times, it could have 
been at almost any place on the creek. William Lewis had 
divided 436 acres of the farm between the Sweet and Red 
Springs between his sons John and Charles Lewis on October 
25, 1804. It is quite likely that the Mill Place was part of this 
farm.' 6 

James Moss, the squatter on the Lewis property in earlier 
days, was still a landowner in the Sweet Springs area in 1807. 

On April 7 of that year, Moss gave a deed of trust to John 
Lewis for a debt of $230.64. Charles Lewis was made trustee 
and was to sell the land at public auction if the debt was not 
paid within one year. 

No change in ownership of the property was made until 
John B. Lewis, grandson of the first William, gave a deed of 
trust to the property to one Laurens through his trustee William 
E. Haskell for a debt of $10,000.' 7 It was to be paid off in ten 
years, but there is no evidence that Lewis failed to meet the 
obligation. 

John B. Lewis’s brother, William L. Lewis, in 1842, ap¬ 
parently took over a portion of the debt and received a deed of 
trust for 1,000 acres of the Sweet Springs property as security 
for $9,000.'® 

Jn this same year John B. Lewis found himself embroiled 
in a large debt which gave to various men deeds of trust for 
much of his property, including that at Sweet Springs. The 
reasons for this debt are vague. Three years previous he had 
built a new and grand hotel, and it could be that he was un¬ 
able to finance the venture. Also local tradition and family 
th lunt that he might have lost it at the ‘gaming table." 
The debt incurred by Lewis amounted to the magnificent sum 
"t y>'j excluding a debt owed by both John B. Lewis and 

u • CWit> 1**4 Hook, Vnl L. 1 > 348 <February 9, 1831). 

'**4. V*4 N pp in.Ill <r»tMU*ry 34 180 ) 



238 


West Vihginia History 


James L. Woodville of $4,526.: 
Lewis’s creditors: 

Thomas P. Lewis 
Bank of Virginia 
Wm. B. Phillips 
James L. Woodville 


L' 9 The following is a list of 

$16,OO(>.O0 50 

8,500.00” 

5,535.00” 

4,520.00” 


$34,555.00 


[There also was another debt for which the sum is not given.] 

In the case of all these debts the same security was put up: 
Sweet Springs and all the rest of Lewis’s vast holdings in Mon¬ 
roe and Alleghany Counties. Also if the debt were, not paid 
within a specified time, all of the lands were to be advertised 
and sold at public auction. They were to be advertised in the 
National Intelligencer, Washington; Richmond Whig, Richmond 
Enquirer, New York Courier, New York Enquirer, Western 
Whig of Lewisburg, Fincastle Democrat, and Lynchburg Vir¬ 
ginian. However, Lewis was permitted to remain in residence 
until either the debt was paid or the land was sold. A debt of 
$4,526.25 incurred by both Lewis and Woodville is not clear, 
but in all probability it was connected with the mysterious debt 
of John B. Lewis. 


At any rate, Oliver Beirne became a purchaser of the Sweet 
Springs tract when it was put on sale by Commissioners John 
Echols and Samuel Price on August 18, 1852. He executed his 
four bonds with Allen T. Caperton as his security. Each bond 
was for $13,637.50 payable in one, two, three, and four years. 
On October 14,1852, at circuit court a decree was entered: 

. . . The commissioners Price and Echols aforesaid having made 
their report of the sale of the lands aforesaid to which there 
was no exception, the same was confirmed, and it appearing 
that Oliver Beirne became the purchaser of the Sweet Springs 
and adjoining lands, and has executed bonds with security for 
the purchase money which are filed with said report. . . .' 


The court ordered that George W. Hutchinson make a deed of 
conveyance for Oliver Beirne "for said lands at his cost.’”" A 


Ibid . pp. 235-256 

SZSlr with “P •“,«» land and buildings a< Swot 

3S5- p"nu^^rM-r u .^ numerous* oUkt**i peramai 



History or Sweet Springs 


239 


few weeks later Beime sold half of the property to Allen T. 
Caperton and Christopher J. Beirne, giving them each one- 
fourth of it.* 4 These three men constituted the Sweet Springs 
Company. Then on October 12, 1858, Allen T. Caperton sold to 
Oliver Beirne the land at the headwaters of Dunlap’s Creek 
known as the Sweet Springs tract and containing several tracts, 
one of them 184 acres on which the hotel buildings stood and 
another 219 acres and also 245 acres, both of which joined the 
first. Oliver Beirne, Allen T. Caperton. and Christopher J. 
Beirne bought this in 1857. Caperton also sold his interest in 
a sawmill, apparently on one of the previously mentioned tracts 
of land. 36 A few days earlier Christopher Beirne sold to Oliver 
Beirne his interest in the same lands for $45,000. 33 Christopher 
Beirne also sold his rights and interest in 480 acres on Dunlap’s 
Creek very near the Sweet Springs tract which had been pur¬ 
chased that same month by the partners from A. A. Chapman, 
commissioner. 29 And thus the Sweet Springs property remained 
until after the Civil War. 

Sweet Springs was always crowded in the early days. Some¬ 
times visitors arriving as late as July had the difficult problem 
of finding sleeping room for themselves. Some slept on the 
barroom tables and on the benches of the old courthouse, at 
that time the church for the Springs. Or, if one had influential 
friends, one might be able to squeeze one more cot (this is 
absolutely the very last one!) into one of the log cabins. There 
would probably already be five or six cots in the same cabin. 

However, nearly everyone admitted the accommodations at 
the Sweet Springs were nearly always good, the fare excellent. 
Of course, the dining room had not been built with the idea 
of so many guests as were there in 1834. One could always set 
up additional large tables in the barroom. What an alluring 
prospect thus must have held for some of the guests. 

By 1834 Sweet Springs was considered by some to be as 
ocautiful as White Sulphur Springs, but one visitor said of it: 

. Nature has perhaps done as much here as at any watering 
place among the mountains; but I do not think the improve- 
fTK'ttta or the arrangements of the buildings at all equal to 
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those at the White Sulphur Springs. The extensive unduletk* 
lawn, the grove of noble oaks—the cottages an the open green, 
or peering from amidst the trees do indeed, present a beautiful 
scene. But the latter are scattered in rows or groups over the 
ground without any regular order, and the lawn has never 
undergone any of the operations of art. The springs rise under 
the piazza of a low and long house, at the foot of the hillock 
on which the tavern stands, and in a hollow formed by this, 
with the small hill on which the cabins are principally built. 

The reservoir is a circle of about five feet diameter, surrounded 
by a railing two or three foot high. Great quantities of car¬ 
bonic acid gas are constantly emitted, which come bubbling up 
through the water, giving it som e what the appearance of 
boiling. 5 ’ 

He might have been a little kinder to the buildings had he 
known what was to come The same year Peregrine Prolix 
described his surroundings with a great deal of enthusiasm 


Four hours were taken to reach the Sweet by coach, one of 
the most ancient and celebrated places in the United States 
The aspect of the place is lovely, the harsh and rough features 
which belong to more recent clearings have been mellowed and 
moulded into symmetry by the gentle touch of Ume. that great 
innovator; and in Virginia mountains, almost the sole improver, 
because nobody else has capital enough and time Is a capital 
fellow for time is money. 


You drive into a spacious green undulaUng area, shaded 
here and there with trees, and surrounded by motley groups of 
frame buildings of all shapes and ages, and you see in front of 
you, raising behind a row of modem cabins, a remarkably 
beautiful rounded hill, whose tree-clad top seems to lead by a 
gentle acclivity to the mountain range which bounds the view. 


In a little valley on your left is a frame building containing 
two large and separate baths for the two sexes, and under its 
piazza is a famous spring, sweet in name but slightly acidulous 
in taste, sparkling and spirit, stirring like champaigne [sic] 
and ever copiously flowing like the stream of time. This sends 
forth a power of water, and it fills two large plunging baths 
which are very agreeable from the sparkling transparency and 
high temperature of the elements . 30 

had°c h ° £ ,u he f f ntlemen wo uld have been surprised if the' 
hadseen the buddings at Sweet Springs four years later. Tb 

DUrl " 8 SUmm<!r ° f 1834 '" Southe ™ Literar 
Hoad. Leading ThiXto,°ISfi '«* Virginia Springs, th 
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"inestimable Dr. Lewis" 01 had been later in beginning an ex- 
j->ansion program for his resort than had the other spas, but it 
was generally agreed by even the most fastidious that he had 
outdone them all. In place of the crude frame cabins, had 
arisen a brick hotel of proportions such as were not to be 
seen anywhere else in the mountains, not even at White Sul¬ 
phur! The whole width of the two-story brick building was 
250 feet and it was an astounding forty-eight feet deep. 03 The 
second floor consisted of thirty-six bedrooms, each about four¬ 
teen feet square. The dining room on the first floor was 160 feet 
long—one end of which was a ladies’ drawing room and at the 
other end a room reserved for dancing, each forty by forty- 
eight feet. If the inside was astonishing, the outside was awe¬ 
inspiring. 

The piazza, seventeen feet wide, ran the whole length of the 
building and stood on brick arches reached by three sets of 
black walnut steps. These steps were the width of each of three 
porticos, by which the front of the building was ornamented. 
The basement was used for a kitchen, bar, bake and store rooms, 
and offices.” There were also two reception rooms in the base¬ 
ment, one for ladies and one for gentlemen. 3 ' 1 Dr. Lewis, or some 
of the former owners of the Springs, must have had this hotel 
in mind or plans drawn for it for several years because it is 
rumored to have been designed by Thomas Jefferson. 35 In fact, 
the whole thing was so magnificent that at least one person 
wondered how it would be paid for. “Poor fellow, I’m afraid 
his means will fail,” said Miss Elizabeth Van Lew in a letter. 36 
His “means” must have failed, for in a few years John B. Lewis 
was forced to sell Sweet Springs for one reason or another. No 


Tr.r p»ru n of Dr. Lewis is somewhat of a mystery. Some writers refer to him 
i Dr Benjamin Lewis, but the only Benjamin Lewis this WTiter has been 
in Hmu te was dead by 1838. John B. Lewis, grandson of William Lewis. 
:<■ o- running the resort ut this period. Perhaps the B. is for Benjamin. 
■T H Perkins. Spring* of Virginia, reprinted in Biennial Report of the Depatr- 
r * A-> 'm e . anil History of West Virginia. 1940-1842, pp. 34-42. 

‘fbUt . p 41 

•WuJiAin Burke. The Virginia Mineral Spring*, p. 179. 

rt .nr respects the Sweet Springs hotel building resembles the buildings 
■i r 1 f .. rr*;!> -.f Virginia designed by Jefferson. For example, the columns. 

• • « • . u-.rrji other urchltecturul technicalities are the same in both 

•« f . f re+rtr ,hies in the finest detail an unldentltled sketch by Jefferson 

•« «t of the Alderman Library. Charlottesville. Virginia Members 

• 4 : c« , i report that the original plans for the building as drawn 

• ti-ic p. the poiirMlon of the Lewis family until about 1900 

* . - • . a \ a re a* lit is Hot known These plans were definitely labeled 

« b> Jefferson while the sketch In the Alderman 

: u j.-t Met.iffVMl. but la said by Jeffersonian experts to be lettered In 

r t.brU, Vm Lew Wile* U> Charles I Huhards. dated August 3. 1838 
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wonder, for the entire structure cost $60,000 and as late as 1 $ 5 0 
the guests were still eating in an unplastered dining room. 1 ' 

In the years immediately following the purchase of Sweet 
Springs by Oliver Beirne and his friends, the Springs enjoyed 
a greater reputation of grandeur and expansion than at any 
other time. On July 14, 1855, Beirne acquired an immense 
tract of land, near Gap Mills, known as the Lewis Place from 
his brother Andrew in acknowledgement of a debt Andrew 
owed. Apparently Andrew was never able to pay because the 
property stayed in the Oliver Beirne family for many years. 38 
Vast herds of horses from the Springs were wintered on the 
Lewis Place and returned to the Springs in the summer for use 
of guests during the busy season. 

During the Civil War the resort did not appear to operate, 
nor was Sweet Springs the scene of any important battles or 
raids. General Averell did go through Sweet Springs on his 
way to the Salem Raid, and he had intended to return the same 
way, but due to enemy action he returned by way of Coving¬ 
ton instead. 39 Aiso, following the Lynchburg Raid the Federal 
troops returned to Charleston, West Virginia, by way of New¬ 
castle, Sweet Springs, White Sulphur Springs, and Meadow 
Bluff. 40 Both expeditions caused the usual military depreda¬ 
tions on the valley of Sweet Springs, but miraculously the 
resort buildings themselves were not damaged. Lewis family 
traditions say that General Hunter gave orders for Lynnside, 
the Lewis home, and Sweet Springs to be destroyed, but Mrs. 
Lewis was able to persuade General Averell to place a guard 
at both places. 4 ’ 


II 


Post-Civil War Ownership 


Although the resort reopened shortly after the Civil War, 
patronage of the Springs was greatly reduced in some of the 
years following it. For instance, on July 27, 1885, there were 


• SE522 1 . Ur,1 7 r *' Tfia Springs oj Virginia, p. 151 
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only seventeen guests at the Sweet. Beime may have been 
discouraged with his resort because on that date he offered it 
to the State of West Virginia for the proposed second hospital 
for the insane, which the legislature was expected to author¬ 
ize. The complete property was offered to the State for 
$250,000, about half of its original cost. 42 For some reason, 
perhaps through lack of funds, the State failed to authorize 
the proposed hospital. 

At the time of his death in 1888, Oliver Beirne was recog¬ 
nized as one of the richest men in West Virginia. Besides his 
vast holdings in West Virginia, which amounted to about 8,031 
acres. 43 he held land in Virginia and Louisiana. He probably 
paid more in taxes than all the rest of the community put 
together. The land book of 1886 shows that the Sweet Springs 
land was worth $75,000 and the total for the buildings and land 
was $83,568. This is the evaluation of the property for tax 
purposes and not the sale value of it. However, by 1892 the 
total evaluation of the land and the buildings decreased to 
only $75,200. Apparently the heirs to whom the property 
passed after Beirne’s death could not or did not desire to keep 
up the resort. It was kept open to the public during those years 
with the help of managers. 

The heirs to Beime’s property were his daughter, Nannie 
Van Ahlefeldt, and his grandchildren, the children of William 
Porcher Miles. Thus, all the property except Walnut Grove, 
*ne Beime home at Union, Monroe County, passed into the 
•.ands of the grandchildren. Mrs. Von Ahlefeldt got Walnut 
Grove Executors of the will were Hugh Caperton, W. G. 
Ca pert on, and William Porcher Miles, Beirne’s son-in-law. 44 

Or. January 14, 1895, the executors turned over the entire 
• to the heirs, the grandchildren. From that time forth 
'.h»* property wa gradually sold, including the Lewis Place 
old in 1922 to John and Grover G. Mitchell. Charles 
Y- Lynch. Lon Talbott, C. Thomas Sibold, and Sam A. Lynch. 4 

Or Dett'mbex 15, 1903, the property at Sweet Springs was 
'*'*'1 to tn«* Old Sw«-> t Springs Company headed by Charles C. 
Lew.s Jr. Thu Includ'd all personal property at the hotel and 
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the farming implements. With it went some land in Alleghany 
and Craig Counties, Virginia, including the stable at Alleghany 
Station. The whole purchase included some 1.218V!» acres of 
land and was to cost the company $35,000 plus interest." if 
the payments were not completed by December, 1913, the heirs 
could sell the property by law/ 7 

The records show' that Lewis was notified in July 1909, that 
he had not paid his corporation taxes for the year, and in 
August he was notified for a license for his golf club, both by 
the State of West Virginia. The club license was $15.00 and 
the taxes were $55.00 including a $5.00 penalty for not paying 
on time/ 8 

Charles C. Lewis, Jr., apparently said little or nothing to 
his father concerning his business dealings with Sweet Springs, 
for the elder Lewis was constantly writing letters that he knew' 
nothing of certain debts about the resort but that payment 
would be forthcoming. Oddly enough, the debts w’ere never 
specific. 


The deed of 1903 had stated that if the corporation contain¬ 
ing Charles C. Lewis, Jr., and others did not pay for the resort 
by 1913, the Beirne heirs would get the property back. Ap¬ 
parently the corporation did not meet their financial obliga¬ 
tions and the Beirne heirs repossessed it. On December 11, 
1916, Charles C. Lewis, Sr., brought suit against the Old Sweet 
Springs Company with William P. Miles, Jr., and others, the 
Beirne heirs, with W. M. LaFon (lawyer from Union, West 
Virginia) as special commissioner/’ On February 6, 1917, John 
D. Lewis bid in the resort for his father for $60,000 on which 
C. C. Lewis, Sr., made the final purchase April 20, 1917, when 
Lewis, Jr., went to Union and turned over the check to LaFon. 
Then Lewis, Jr., became president of the corporation. 


The following year C. C. Lewis, Sr., died, and his wife, 
Bettie, and the Kanawha Banking and Trust Company of 
Charleston sold the resort to their son, John D. Lewis. The sale 
ncluded the 1,218V 4 acres, including land in Craig and Alle¬ 
ghany Counties, Virginia. She also sold 570 acres on Cover 
-reek She also sold a stable situated in Alleghany Station on 
* f* 
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the Chesapeake and Ohio Railway in Alleghany County, to¬ 
gether with all of the rights previously held by the Old Sweet 
Springs Company in the lot on which the stable was located. 

All personal property of the resort was sold with it. 30 

From that year forth the resort changed hands even more 
rapidly than previously. In 1920, John D. Lewis sold 610 acres 
to C. H. Paxton for $69,727.60 in cash. Paxton got all personal 
property, real estate, and improvements on the property. Lewis 
reserved the right to cut and remove timber from the sold land 
to build stables and other buildings such as may have been 
needed by him for his tenant houses and other outbuildings. 
Apparently there were no buildings on the land which he kept. 
Lewis also reserved the right to move certain buildings which 
were located on the sold property. 5 ' 

After that sale the status of the resort became more and more 
vague. It was still operating for the season of 1924, for the 
Monroe Watchman reported: 

Old Sweet Springs, owned and operated by Chas. H. Paxton, 
an experienced hotel man, will open the middle of this month 
for the 1924 season. Mr. Paxton has had a force of men em¬ 
ployed for some weeks getting the building and grounds in 
order for the hundreds of expected guests. . . . Mr. Paxton is 
looking forward to a large number of guests during the summer 
months and it goes without saying that they will be well pro¬ 
vided for by the management. 55 

In December of the same year it was sold again, this time 
by Mrs. C. H. Paxton, apparently a widow, to W. E. E. Koepler, 
R. B. Parrish, C. O. Stahlman, and O. J. Wilson of BluefielcL 
and C. C. Morfit of Welch. A cash payment of $2,500 was made 
the time of the sale with a second payment of $17,500 to be 
made February 1, 1925. If the payment was not made, the 
uyers lost their right and forfeited the cash payment. A third 
-ayrr.'-nt of $20,000 was to be made April 1, 1925, with smaller 
payments to be made over a period of years until the resort was 
paid for There is no mention made of the actual selling price 
■i The buyers planned to sell $100,000 of stock to be sold at 
$115 per share and use the money to improve the property. 
A* usual, the owners planned a glorious future for it'* 
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Then the position of Sweet Springs for the next f ew yea 
became even more vague. About 1920, it was sold to SenatS 
N. B. Dial and others who never operated it. In fact, the resort 
closed as a hotel in either 1926 or 1928. Little can be said about 
it until August, 1938, when it was sold by Dial to D. M. Tayl 0r 
of Roanoke for $30,000. The sale was forced by the Finance 
Company of Roanoke, Inc., because of debts owed them by 
Dial and Company. 54 

On August 18, 1941, the Beckley Post-Herald carried the fol¬ 
lowing headline: “Old Sweet Springs Will Be State T. B. 
Sanitarium The State of West Virginia had bought the resort 
from Taylor for $150,000. A sum of $40,000 was paid in cash, 
and the remainder was paid by the following October. 55 The 
Post-Herald’s story gave the best description of the resort and 
the reasons for the State’s purchasing it: 

Negotiations in Charleston have been completed whereby 
the State of West Virginia takes over the historic Old Sweet 
Springs for a tuberculosis institution, relieving the over¬ 
crowded conditions in various state institutions. 


The Old Sweet, with an altitude of 2,125 feet and an avail¬ 
able acreage of 610 acres of valley land, and a housing capacity 
for 500 patients offers an ideal location for a tuberculosis hos¬ 
pital. The fact that immediate occupancy for a limited number 
of patients is possible is also in favor of Old Sweet, as is the 
fact that it has an abundant water supply from an artesian 
stream. 


The present owner and manager, D. M. Taylor of Roanoke, 
Virginia, has for some years been reclaiming the old resort, 
and making livable a large portion of the buildings. At present 
the ballroom building has about 75 modem sleeping rooms, 
each beautifully furnished and equipped with bath, eight 
cottages have already been completely renovated and are serv¬ 
ing guests; and the swimming pool stands ready for service 
with a 60 foot square pool of constantly flowing crystal water. 


Uit of Governor Neely and members of the State Board 
rol on last Saturday was very timely. The Old Sweet, 
i lu best, and opened for the Amt time since 1928. was 
ith a boat of week-end patrons, a fact that attested to 
»e In the governor's party were W S 
*. State Road Commissioner Ernest L 
future of West Virginia University; Dr, 


W, C 
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G . C. Robertson, Dr. C. F. McClintic, State Health Commis¬ 
sioner; Hon. Lon H. Talbott of Union and Senator H. S. Ellison 
of Union. 

On August 21, 1941, the Monroe Watchman speculated on the 
benefits the proposed sanitarium would bring to Monroe 
County: 

The people of this senatorial district, and of Monroe County 
in particular, should indeed be grateful to Senator H. S. Ellison 
for his devoted efforts to bring one of the state’s major institu¬ 
tions here—efforts that culminated successfully with the pur¬ 
chase by the state last week of the Old Sweet Springs prop¬ 
erty. . • • 

In this effort, which resulted so successfully, Senator Ellison 
was ably assisted by another state official, Honorable L. H. 
Talbott of the Road Commission. 

It is too early to predict what changes the creation of a large 
tubercular sanatorium at Sweet Springs will bring to life in 
Monroe County. Undoubtedly it is one of the biggest develop¬ 
ments here in the county’s history. 

The housing of some 500 to 700 patients at Sweet Springs, 
together with the staff necessary to care for them, will doubt¬ 
lessly mean the growth of a fair size town in that community 
in the course of a few years. Property values will rise, there 
will be an enlarged market for farm produce of many varieties, 
and numerous employment opportunities, both on new con¬ 
struction and in the permanent operation of the sanitarium, 
will be created. 

The agreement between the state and the resort’s owner, 
D. M. Taylor, provides for an outright purchase of $155,000, the 
proposed provision for a year’s lease having been eliminated. 
Mr. Taylor expects to give possession soon after September 1st, 
the leases on some of the cottages expiring on that date. All 
personal property at Old Sweet Springs passes to the state 
except the furnishings which Mr. Taylor has brought here for 
use in his own cottage, and the cattle being grazed on the farm. 

The facilities are being surveyed this week by the State 
Board of Control engineers preparatory to drawing up plans for 
si taxations. for renovation of some sections not ready for 
i*: rr.e<liate occupancy, and for the construction of a boiler 
t <***« from which steam will be piped to the various buildings 
for heating purposes. Final purchase by the state is now subject 
only to examination of the title and other legal details.'* 


Au*v«t tj. 1M1 also Monroe County Dead Book, VtU 

W itrTit ffivaa a complete description of Uva property tn- 
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It may be noted that there is a discrepancy of $5,000 betw^ 
the amount of money quoted in the Deed Book as being 
for the resort and what the Monroe Watchmen reports It 
be a typographical error. 

Unfortunately for the community, the operation of the 
Springs as a sanitarium was not successful There seems to be 
no official reason for this, but one might guess that the valle> 
in which the spring is located is much too damp for tubercular 
patients, or perhaps the reason was a lack of funds from which 
to run the two institutions for the same purpose At any rate, 
the state legislature ordered the institution closed ir 1943 

It was opened again in 1945 as a guest home for the old 
people of the State of West Virginia It is being used today in 
this capacity. It is called the Andrew Rowan Memorial Home 
after the man who carried the message to Garcia during the 
Spanish-Amencan War It was opened to its first guest m July, 
1945. In 1947 an appropriation by the legislature enabled some 
improvements to be made on the grounds and buildings, but 
the biggest aid came in 1949 when the Jefferaou Building was 
renovated. 

By the summer of 1952 there were about 400 guests tnere. Of 
these, approximately half had aid from the Departn 
Public Assistance, thirty percent were mildly senile, and eight¬ 
een percent came from the Welch or Fairmont Emergency 
Hospitals/' About two percent paid their way. As can be seen, 
most of the guests came to Sweet Springs through the Depart¬ 
ment of Public Assistance and were completely provided for 
by the State. 


Description of Old Sweet 

b ~,r w “ 

to house the guests The ~ ? / old courthouse was used 

was built in 1839 but the real ° teI <the Jefferson Building) 
OHver Beirne became the^0^^resort^ 

semi-circle of bu«5i^tffte 1 * ^ War ’ Was to make a 

......”■ " ,,h “* l » th «— 

0nia Board Of Control, 1948-1961. 
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U.re near the center of it. He built five brick cot, 

"'L-circIe eastward from the Jefferson Building * 

Central Building which he also built and which was a«u^ 
Ihe last structure to be erected. He had planned to build an' 
■her row of five cottages on the other side of the cl 
Building With a second great hotel completing the semi-ciml 
the Central Budding would have reaUy been the central 
structure of the semi-circle. Directly behind this building 
stood a brick building originally used as slave quarters but 
]a ter as bachelors’ quarters. 56 Beyer’s painting of Sweet 
Springs as published in 1857 gave a preview of Beirne's plan 
The Beyer picture of the Old Sweet showed the semi-circle 
completed. It could well be that the owner convinced Beyer 
that the plan was so far advanced that it would be best to show 
Sweet Springs as it would be in a few years. 59 The brick bath 
house, built some time during this same period, is a rather 
formal looking building about two hundred yards from the 
main hotel, of quadrangular shape, with two high towers. 
Graceful curved stairways led to upper rooms in these towers 
where the bath man and bath maid slept. Looking from the 
porch of the hotel, the ladies’ entrance was on the right and 
was made more exclusive by a boxwood hedge, and the gentle¬ 
men’s was on the left. A high brick wall divided the pool 
into two sections. 60 


As late as 1890 guests were thrilled by the beauty and gran¬ 
deur of the great hotel. Visitors, alighting from the stage, 
entered the west end of the hotel into a room covered with 
velvet carpeting and set with carved sofa and chairs. Draped 
damask hung from brass cornice. Up a few steps was a narrow 
corridor extending the entire length of the ground floor along 
which were shoe-shine parlors, barber shops, flunkies’ quarters, 
«nd the like. The bar, which adjoined a large game room, was 
brick paved, with arched brick columns, and two huge brick 
^replaces in which cord-length logs glowed constantly. Here 
were two very handsome billiard tables, comfortable 
and chairs for men only. 6 ’ 


<f«rm«rly Mm. C. C. Lewis. Jr.). Persunul 

h V/ r ‘ Virginia (unmimberod). , 

loS" M * Traynham In Work* Pro*r**« A<lmini»tratU>n 


interview. 

Collection. 
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A winding stairway (since removed) just outside the ladi^, 
reception (room in the corridor led to the next floor. The parl 0r 
dining room, and lobby, occupying the entire upper floor 
opened through deep hand-carved doorways onto the pillared 
porticos. 63 

Supper in the spacious dining room seating 1,000 was a 
stately affair. With great dignity the head waiter escorted 
one to his place. Crystal chandeliers and soft candlelight 
added charm to the diners. The balls, held in the grand ball¬ 
room, were supposed to be among the finest anywhere in the 
South. At least one visitor regarded the ballroom itself as one 
of the three largest and most beautiful in the Old South. 63 

Music for the balls was furnished by a string band which sat 
on a raised dais at the upper end of the ballroom. Directly in 
front of this sat the chaperone “whose approval or frown de¬ 
cided your social status.” 64 Long mirrors reflected the dancers. 
The crystal chandeliers were made for candles, but were later 
wired for electricity. 65 


Across the hall that led to the ballroom was a lovely recep¬ 
tion room, in the center of which stood a mahogany table. On 
this table was a generous-sized punch bowl from which the 
guests regaled themselves at intervals during the dance. 
Abutting this room was a wide veranda, sheltered only by 
swaying branches of age-old trees. 66 


The bedrooms were furnished with old English chintz cur¬ 
tains, and the spool beds were sheeted with linen; dressers 
matched the beds, and the rooms were lighted by candles in 
brass candlesticks or small glass lamps. 47 Each room also had a 
chest of drawers and a rocking-chair. 69 


z SKsasr ™ “• “«■« 
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••The Old Sweet”—Among the many resorts in the moun¬ 
tains there is not a more pleasant or picturesque one than the 
famous “Old Sweet Springs.” It is here that the elite withdraw 
from the bustle and jar and surfeit of the metropolitan “White," 
while for the pure enjoyment of that quiet and repose which 
are so necessary in the recreation of tired or exhausted nature. 

The grounds, and waters, and baths at the Old Sweet are all 
famous, while the menus is [sic] celebrated for its excellence 
throughout the land. The scenery too is the most sublime in 
the entire range of the Blue Ridge. It is easy of access, being 
only ten miles of staging from Alleghany Station, on the 
Chesapeake and Ohio road, and the very best people are always 
sure to be met with at this resort. Thus speaks the Richmond 
Whig, and we think it is about right. 

Two years later, on July 7, the Border Watchman had this to 
say: 

This justly celebrated summer resort was opened the 15th 
ult., under the supervision of the prince of caterers, Capt. Jno. 

H. Freeman. “The Sweet,” in point of comfort and neatness in 
its appointments and arrangements, is equaled by few, and 
unsurpassed by none, of the various watering places. We are 
informed that there are now about fifty guests at “The Sweet.” 


Thus, the flow of guests might be somewhat reduced by the 
late war, but the glory of “The Old Sweet” continued to attract 
those who could affort the luxury of the place. Indeed, Sweet 
Springs must have been the most comfortable of the resorts, 
if we are to believe one writer who said that Sweet Springs 
was the only spring measuring up to comfort by Northern 
standards. 6 ’ 

Near the close of the season of 1877, one writer waxed some¬ 
what poetic when he wrote: 


Mr. Editor: ... I cannot but wonder what ecstatic delight 
his (Sarn'l Johnson) great soul would have felt during such a 
ride as I lost week enjoyed from Second Creek to the Sweet 
Springs and buck. . . . Dinner over, we paid a visit to the 
Springs. Mr. Beirne did not seem in the least excited over our 
(iUtinguiihcd presence. Nevertheless, we rolled on his ten-pin 
“ihy, udmired his beautiful place, and felt thankful for 
“ ,r "*n who cun devise and carry on a business that affords 
p!« i urr, employment, und profit to so many. Some forty sum- 
r »w«ltow« were still flitting about the grounds/ 0 


11 ^.1177. "A Weekly Journal " 
2« HIT? t-ettrr lo 


the 


Editor 


(Writer not 
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By the 1880’s most of the guests from the South came as far 
as Alleghany Station by train and were met there by the stage 
from the hotel. Good stage horses were required for the service 
and in 1881 Oliver Beime placed the following advertisement 
in the Border Watchman: 

Notice—I wish to purchase 12 good stage horses, 15 Vz to 16 
hands, of good action, kind to harness, from six to seven years 
old. for which I will pay a fair price in Cash, at the Sweet 
Springs, Monroe County, W. Va. 

There was no signature; one simply knew it was Oliver Beirne. 

The year following the purchase of Sweet Springs by the 
Lewises, an electric light system was installed in June by John 
L. Livers of Woodstock Virginia. Ed Zimmerman of Lewisburg 
was to be in charge of the plant. The system included not only 
the hotel but also the grounds and other buildings/ 1 Later 
that summer, a new steam laundry, complete with all attach¬ 
ments, was installed for the convenience of the guests/ 3 The 
first long distance telephone from Alleghany Station to Sweet 
Springs was built at the same time. Undoubtedly, both the 
addition of electricity and a new laundry was meant to be an 
added inducement to guests, both to encourage more guests to 
visit the resort and an attempt to keep those who came. It was 
already hinted that the spas were not as popular as they once 
had been. The reason for the somewhat sudden decline of the 
resorts has been discussed to and fro by the experts for the last 
half century. Some blame it on the automobile, some on the 
Civil War, and some on improved sanitary conditions in the 
cities during the malaria season. All of these conditions prob¬ 
ably had much to do with the decline of the spas. I do not 
believe that any one particular condition contributed com¬ 
pletely to the demise of the resorts. Times have changed. 
Thing* move faster, more people go more places, but few stay 
* ry long * l an y one “P 01 - The movies, and more recently 
, Z V !, providcd entrainment at home. Home is 
more comfortable even in the hot and humid summer. 

TjZZZt'™ W “' V ‘ r,{ln, * n, wert dominating the 
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The Old sweet Spring cloeed a moat successful 
io the middle of August the Richmond colony U *» 

numerous, but at that time the Influx of West mosl 

sQ gnat that Charlestonians carried off the palm w * s 

.,n<l alfio proved the most lavish entertainer^^ n ^mber 

Actually this notation is a little misleading. West Vir«, 
and near-by Virginians had dominated the scene ^ce"T 
Civil War. The few remaining hotel registers of that * ,3 
point up this fact. perM * 

The following summer the Sweet Springs Golf Club w 
formed. It was a small course—about nine holes-but thos^ 
who can remember say it was a good one. The stockholders 
were C. C. Lewis, Jr., W. D. Payne, J F. Bouchelle, Berkeley 
Minor, Jr., and C. A. Sullivan, all of Charleston. The capital 
stock was $1,000 and the corporation was to expire fifty years 
after the issuance of the certificate of corporation. The stock 
was divided into 500 shares with a par value of two dollars each 
The club had a cafe and sold supplies to its members.' 4 


The desperate effort to attract patrons continued well into 
the season of 1909. On July 13 of that year, C. C. Lewis, Sr., 
general manager of the resort, wrote to one F. Zerban Brown 
of Philadelphia—possibly an insurance man: 


There are 1825 acres in the whole tract, something like half 
of it under cultivation. 


The Grand Hotel is brick 263 feet long and 67 feet wide, 
dining room in same is 157 by 39 feet in the clear, ladies parlor 
and sitting room each 49 by 39 feet. Two ordinaries 55 by 12 
feet, besides kitchen, bakery, closets etc. on the first floor, 
with forty six rooms for guests and six water closets and 
toilet rooms each. In the basement there are numerous rooms 
for Pool, Billiards, Bar etc. Adjoining and connected is a large 
Ball Room with twenty six rooms for guests. 

The Central Building, brick contains seventy two rooms, 
three floors, with toilet and hot and cold baths on each floor for 
gentlemen and ladies. There are also five brick cottages con¬ 
taining eight to fourteen rooms each, total fifty six besides a 
number of frame cottages giving a total capacity of about 800 
gunt/ Also one large three story brick and frame building of 
“bout the same size for servants with toilets, built last year. 

bfrpicit.Uf, im! < condensed In "30 Years Ago" column. September 3. 
‘tf***** Deed Book. Vol 40. p. «li. July 10. 1907. 
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About $8000.00 was invested last year in beds, bedding, silver 
and queensware, kitchen ware, etc. besides a new Gas Machine 
costing over $1000.00, making a total of over $5000.00 expended 
in the place last year; all of which including livery and every¬ 
thing to be included in the One Hundred and Seventy Pi Ve 
Thousand Dollars. . . . 7S 

There seems to be no clear reason for this letter. Probably 
Lewis hoped to borrow money from Brown for improvements, 
or he might have been hoping to sell it to him. He might also 
have been interested in obtaining insurance on the resort. 
This letter seems to be the last description of the resort for 
many years. Because of the constant change of ownership and 
the rapid decline and final closing of the spa about 1928, D. M. 
Taylor found a staggering amount of repairs to be done when 
he purchased it in 1938. 

After extensive repairs to the resort, approximating $97,000, 
Taylor opened a tea room about 1940 or 1941. Facilities at that 
time included swimming, croquet, badminton, and a rough 
golf course. The alterations included replacing the old wooden 
porch of the Jefferson Building with concrete, a batty with each 
room, changing the pool from wood to concrete but leaving the 
floor gravel as that is where the water rises, and elaborate 
redecoration of the ballroom to be used for special Occasions. 
In the spring of 1942 the building and furnishings were valued 
by an insurance company at $67,000. 76 

The Monroe Watchman on July 3, 1941, announced the open¬ 
ing of the resort in the following manner: 

For the first time since 1928 the famous Old Sweet Springs 
is now open for the entertainment of overnight guests. For 
several years past the grill has been open each summer in the 
basement for serving meals, but sleeping quarters have not 
been available for visitors. 


fred Taylor, a son of D. M. Taylor, owner of the famous old 
W was serving as manager. In a brief announcement he 


£: rr num,wr 
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Sleeping quarters beautifully furnished with antique furrM 
ture. are available in the old ballroom building which has been 
divided into guest rooms, and In four cottages. Meals will be 
served in the grillroom, of which Mrs. Annie Rumbold Thomo 
son, » matron of Augusta Military Academy, Is manager 


None of the remainder of the main building Is open, however 
except the reception room, which has been cnUrely redecorated’. 
The floor of the great dining room has been smoothed and 
polished, and Mr. Taylor plans to use it for special occasions. 7 ' 


However, the opening of the resort for a social season must 
have been a failure or at least not a resounding success, for on 
August 18, 1941, the Beckley Post-Herald noted that the Old 
Sweet was to be sold. 


IV 

Social Life At Sweet SpringH 

In the early days, people visited the Sweet Springs for the 
ourpose of drinking the waters. However, it soon became ap¬ 
parent that there was more to visiting the springs than drink¬ 
ing the health-giving waters. For once one was there, what was 
to stop one from gambling, drinking liquors, cavorting about 
with one or more of the beautiful, if unhealthy damsels there, 
and generally making merry? 

The ample and tasty fare at the Sweet Springs, like the 
other spas, was one of the main recommendations of the place. 
Laurence Butler, in 1791, commented that he did not think the 
accommodations were as good at the Sweet Springs as at the 
Hotel de York in Paris (perhaps in jest), but that there was 
plenty of good eating.”' 8 There are no specific records as to 
the kind of foods served at Sweet Springs in those early days, 
but one can imagine that it was very much the same as that 
*rved at White Sulphur Springs and the other leading resorts. 

‘' './ « «-arly fall of 1794 there came to Sweet Springs one 
McHenry, u physician and personal friend of George 
An'.jW.iorj McHenry, also something of a geologist, took u 
fr • tw of moat of tho goings on at the Springs, and he left 
«r, *, client pi tu m■ of the eating hours of the guest! 

,1 April M. ITtl 


m Wm 
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Then comes breakfast about eight o’clock after having 
kept the appetite on the rack for an hour before. About eleven 
o'clock you review your potion of water (the first drink came 
nt seven in the morning); make little riding or walking excur¬ 
sions, visit Beaver Dam, or sit on benches or chat till three 
o’clock when everyone is anxious to hear a loud blow which 
is the summons to dinner. From six to eight o’clock there is a 
little more water drinking after which those who chuse [sic] 
coffee, tea, bread and milk or rye must eat supper, and in a 
general way thus begins, proceeds and closes the dismal occu¬ 
pations of the Sweet Springs/ 9 

This is an interesting comparison to the eating hours of the 
resort in the late nineteenth century. A list published in a petty 
ledger for guests dated 1872 states the dining hours as follows: 
Breakfast, 7 to 10 A.M.; Dinner, 2 to 4 P.M.; and Tea, 7 to 9 P.M. 
Children and servants were served at seven, one, and six. 
Guests having friends to dine were to notify the office before¬ 
hand and meals or lunches served in rooms, or taken from the 
table, were charged extra. It. was also noted that any inatten¬ 
tion of the servants would be promptly remedied if reported 
to the steward. 80 


The meals in the early days of the Springs probably were 
fairly simple. Breakfast may have consisted of meat, bread of 
some kind, probably hot, and a beverage. The big meal of the 
day consisted of several kinds of meat, such as venison, mut¬ 
ton, beef or pork, and whatever vegetables may have been in 


season at the time. It seems doubtful at this period that there 
was a farm solely devoted to the raising of vegetables for the 
guests. However, as the fame and prestige of the resort grew 
o did its menu. For one thing, a farm was instituted for the 
sole purpose of supplying the guests and the hotel employees 
•vith a plentiful supply of fresh vegetables such as only the 
mountains could produce in the hot summer weather. Rich 


i asm. and an almost complete lust of liquors added a final 

-. to the grandeur of spa ljving Wines an£) Qther j. g 

i'*' y a P art of the daily routine of living at the resort. 

J ri'. We 7,T"' " k, ‘ ,hc theologian, Archibald Alex- 

11,11 somr ,,f th *«• a** 

—f Jh!i r.; U , r <luri "K ,h " •arly days, but at 
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, ... me first time following the CivU War in 1868 , ^ 
f‘f liquors printed for the guests of that vear was 
"t. v one, since it was not likely that there was anvthh^ * 
; r „Ttho years before the war.- Wt 

Win* List 


L. Roederer, carte blanche -- 

Roederer imperial- 

Ruinart Pere & Fils, La Marechale 
Ruinart Pere & Fils, carte blanche 
Ruinart Pere & Fils, verzenay 

piper Heidsieck -- 

G. H. Mumm’s verzenay- 

Moet & Chandon verzenay ... 

Moet & Chandon green seal 

Bordeaux (red) 

St. Estephe- 

Medoc 

St. Julien, 1861 

St. Emilion- 

Chateau Leoville 

Chateau Larose - 

Chateau Margaux- 

Chateau Lafitte (white) 

Sauterne- 

Haut Barsac- 

Chateau Yquem-- 


Burgundy (red) 

Beaune _ 

Pommard_ 

Chambertin_ 

Romance_ 

GIos de Vougeot (white) 

Chablis_ 

Montrachet 


Qts. 

Pts. 

$4.50 
_5.00 

$2.50 

— 4.50 

2.50 

4.50 

2.50 

4.00 

2.50 

4.00 

2.50 

4.50 

2.50 

- 4.00 

2.50 

5.00 

3.00 

1.00 


1.50 


2.00 

1.50 

- 3.00 


2.00 


4.00 


_ 5.00 


5.00 


- 2.00 


6.00 


_ 2.00 


_ .... 3.00 


5.00 



Rhine wines 

Niereteiner 

Rudesheimer 


Hochheimer Berg 
Markobrunner Cabinet 
•SchloM Johannisbcrg 
sparkling Hock 
Sparkling Moasel 


5.00 


5.00 


3.50 

3.50 

3.50 

5.00 

6.00 

3.50 

3.50 


2.00 

2.00 


Iv! 1 *• found Drfkted to the back of w blotter for 1868 In 
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Sherry, Madeira & Port 



Harmony Pale-—-- 

- 2.50 
2.50 

1.50 

Imperial Amontillado _- 

3.50 
. 4.00 

2.06 


. 2.00 

1.50 

1.50 

Victoria Port .. 

_ 2.50 

Cordials 

Old Cognac .—.. 

. 5.00 


Old Jamaica Rum 

- 4.00 


Old Bluegrass Whiskey .. 

_ 2.50 


Ki»"‘:f'h wass# * r __ _ 

. 3.50 


Curacoa_ 

. 4.00 


Mflr?irhinn 

_ 3.00 


Anisette . ... 

3.50 



Malt Liquors 

Muir’s Scotch Ale 

Jeffries’ Ale _ 

Yonger’s Ale _ 

Bass’ Ale_ 

London Porter _ 

Guiness’ Porter _ 

Genuine Sellers Water 


- .50 

- .50 

- ''‘.50 

- .50 

- .50 

- .50 


The known records of Sweet Springs are few and far be¬ 
tween for the first fifty years of its operation. I have been able 
to locate only one record book for that entire period and that 
bears the date June, 1943. It is not by any means a complete 
record, but it does serve to remind us of the priced of some 
of the following items: 


Venison 
Butter _ 

Eggs 

1 Pheasant 

2 Turkeys 
Honey 

8 Ducks 


2Vfe cents pfcr lb. 
10 cents per lb. 

— 6 Vi cents per doz. 
13 cents whole 
$1.00 whole 


8 to 10 cents 
1.00 


rkf. varied Kor instance, in July venison sold fnr *i ♦ 
pound and in Aucust for 4 ' tnison s ° ld w cents 
«u m the hotel might have h h PCr po “ nd The "umber of 
<-•' IV more iSf toSj? “methtng to do with the 
*v "■<•»•-. beiauie there w | .‘' i thc "'""agement paid for 
P- -nonthTr August 

Th main course of meat was 









































History of Sweet Springs 


259 


ither a wild meat such as venison, turkey, pheasant, or local 
domesticated meats such as chicken and ducks.- Beef wasTl^o 
m£>rtant and near the turn of the century caviar was im- 
^rted- However, vague the records, the food itself must have 
Zen pretty good because at least one guest wrote that *‘We 
found an abundance of clean and good provisions, venison 
mutton, good bread and butter, and excellent milk; the pastry 
^as also good and abundant- 


Any indications of the costs of living at Sweet Springs are 
also vague. The amount of board and room one paid must have 
been set according to the amount of money or influence the 
guest could muster because some paid $1.72 per day, some $2.00 
per day, and some as low as $1.50 per day. One man even paid 
$1.50 for two days’ board! This price included meals and room. 
It is also possible that these prices varied because of the differ¬ 
ent types of rooms provided. In fact, the only set price at Sweet 
Springs seemed to be the bath. It remained 25 cents from the 
earliest records until the resort closed. The monthly bills 
varied, too. One woman paid $100 per month while another 
paid $150. Still a third paid only $50 for the same thirty-day 
period. 84 Some of the difference may also have been because of 
the size of the family in question. The guest books merely list 

“Mr._and family,” seldom mentioning the 

number in the family. Children, of course, cost half price in 
nearly everything. Servants also were half price. With all this 
variation in board it is interesting to note that in at least one 
jourhal the statement was made that board per day would be 
$3.00, per month $75, for more months $60 per month. 85 


Laundry in the early days and as late as the turn of the 
century was done by hand by the hotel help. It could be priced 
anywhere from 50 cents to $4.00. The cost of laundry varied, 
too. Sometimes it cost more to have one piece done than it did 
to do a whole laundry. This was probably due to the difficulty 
of it more than to the amount. 

The reaort was closed during the Civil War but reopened in 
1&G7. On September 4, 1867, General Robert E. Lee is quoted 

XvrtHUK Caah Hook. June to September. 1843. found tn the hotel at 
fcuh.hur Springe, Monroe County. ... Renters Col* 

, , t , -,haugh. excursion Throuph the Slave States. 

Journal, Jura SO to October fl, 1880 
* Kdper lof CJuesfs, 1171 
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mi having ft wuwhing done for .15 cents. This is probably tru* 
since he was known to have visited the Springs regularly f 0r 
a few years following the war. He made his headquarters at 
White Sulphur and toured the near-by springs at which he 
waw wined and dined. There is no record of his paying any 
board at Sweet Springs. He probably did not, since other Con¬ 
federate leaders who came to the Springs did not. Lee seemed 
to have been fond of Beaver Dam Falls, about four miles east 
of Sweet Springs, which he visited regularly and of which a 
young lady artist sent him a sketch."" 

From time to time the hotel made inventories of most of the 
I term used for the convenience of the guests. However, no 
existing list In complete. The information does give one an 
idea of what the hotel had. A Blotter for the year 1868 lists 
the number of chairs in the hotel as 1,692 and broke them down 
into the following kinds: 


Split 965 

Windier ...... 353 

Cain |nlc| 32( ) 

Cushioned 34 


An account book for 1871 gives the hotel credit for the follow¬ 
ing items: 


Tea spoons 

Table spoons 

Marge and small knives 
Forks 

Salt Spoons 
Sugar Spoons 
Sugar tongs 
Sugar bowls 
Mutter knives 
Mustard spoons 
Svrup pitchers 
Cream pitchers 


Cup# and saucers 
I Male# and dishes of 

China candlestick* 
Hunt twin 
Uoblats 
|r ln#»r bowls 


assorted sixes 





28 

18 

47 

30 

8 

1 

2 
2 

4 

5 
3 
3 

18 

157 

3 

1 

32 

6 

Msec* I. 
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,ld not possibly have been a complete list of the hotel 
This coiu sjnce any ,-esort the size of Sweet Springs is bound 
lable ' V more than 18 cups and saucers or 30 forks. However 
w h* v ® „re inventory of 1909 is more complete and even adds 

q tablew^ 


napkins 

wTchen hand towels 
Ne w dish towels 
Glass towels 


200 

- 50 

- 35 

- 25 

- 24 


It 


also offers a list of all the new silver in the resort: 


Knives 

Forks .—— 

Table spoons -- 

Teaspoons- 

Ice teaspoons- 

Sugar spoons - 

After dinner spoons 

Sugar tongs - 

Fruit knives- 

Nut picks- 

Nut crackers- 

Butter knives- 


16 doz. 

15 doz. and 6 
18 doz. and 8 
29 doz. 

7 doz. 

2 doz. and 7 

3 doz. and 1 
2 doz. 

2 doz. and 9 
2 doz. and 9 
2 doz. and 2 
5 


A list of old silver included 105 forks, 53 knives, 74 tablespoons, 
5 teaspoons, 7 butter knives, 3 nut crackers, and 12 dozen un¬ 
used new cheap silver teaspoons. 07 

Likewise, an inventory of the Ladies’ Bathhouse would seem 
to be incomplete since it lists only 13 looking glasses, 2 glass 
tumblers, 29 reams of water closet paper, 1 broom, and 1 
bucket. 4! A survey of the Gentlemen’s Bathhouse produced 
almost the same results with the addition of 6 combs and 5 hair¬ 
brushes. The most plausible explanation for this incomplete¬ 
ness would be that the guests preferred to carry their own 
paraphernalia. 


The children either had a dining room of their own, or a por- 
•‘On of the large dining room was designated for them, because 
in inventory of the same year 1909 lists the following items 
• ; und in “closet in Children’s Dining Room.” 

bttttof SX 

Swear bowl* 49 

JUfUUf. mo I MO i The** books usually carry mors than one 
--it i l,i mi 
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Small hand trays 
Large butler’s trays 

Crumb pans- 

Racks - 

Tables -— 

Chairs-- 

Finger bowls- 

Pepper - 

Oil and vinegar — 

Water glasses- 

Ice tea glasses- 

Crumb knives- 

Vases about- 

Crumb brushes - 

Salt cruets - 

Ice bowls- 

Hair brooms- 

There were 100 slips, 100 sheets, and 100 towels bought in 
1907 for the hotel. At the same time they bought from Miller 
and Rhoads in Richmond 18 gray blankets, 2 bolts of toweling 
for glasses, and 3 pieces of unbleached linen. 89 

The employees were paid various amounts with the cook and 
the bartender commanding the best salaries. The cook received 
$248 for three months and three days while the bartender re¬ 
ceived $145 for two months and twenty-seven days. The lowest 
was the parlor maid who received $33 for three months and 
nine days. They were permitted to take their wages out in 
merchandise at the hotel, and many of them never received any 
cash at all because they spent it before they got it. 90 One of 
the most interesting stories told during the late 1880’s and 
1890’s concerns a Negro caterer and bartender, John Dabney. 
It seems that he made the best mint juleps to be found any 
place in the South and had a cup given him by the Prince of 
A ales to prove it. This same man also was in the process of 
buying himself free when the Civil War broke out. When the 
war was over he refused to admit his freedom until he had sent 
* wagon load of household goods and food to his former 
W for ,he remainder of his freedom." He never 
permitted anyone to see his cooking operations.” 
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e period it was reported that one to two 
Dgf ing the f ?! ee years old were killed each week and fifteen 
, vt * under „ per week for the plates of the guests at the 
twenty sh&r l vas do ne by wood on six fire ranges. The 
ILrt. Co ° tits own ice. There were apparently five ice 
> 4 l fL P on top of the ground and four that were in the 

^ un • alwa ys a great deal of baking done at the resort 
There was inventory, no matter how incomplete, listed 
and >"' arl - v f. Knvdered. granulated, and brown sugar. All sorts 
applet raisins, lemons, cherries, and others 
of friiits sU foun d there. Also extracts, coconut, flour, and all 
ingredients that go into baking. During the peak 
:he f resort visiting before the Civil War the Old Sweet 
st to as many as 3,000 guests at one time. Of course, 
?1S> ma nv people were able to come after the war, but those 
”hocould responded to the advertisements in the papers. On 
t 05 .1876. Oliver Beirne paid by check the grand sum of 
< 151 . 40 " for advertising in seven different newspapers. They 
u-ere the Charleston News and Courier , Savannah News, Cin¬ 
cinnati Gazette. Richmond Enquirer, Richmond Whig, Norfolk 
Virginian, and the Richmond DispatchV* There was also much 
advertising in the very late stages of the resort’s operations. 
In 1923 a list gives at least ten advertising media: The Daily 
Stirs and Advance, Lynchburg; a display advertisement in a 
Veu- Orleans newspaper; The News-Leader, Richmond; Daily 
Gazette Company, Charleston; Huntington Herald Company; 

Roanoke: Globe-Democrat, St. Louis; Virginia and Pilot 
Publishing Company; Where to Go Bureau, Inc., Boston, and 
* Txn ics, Washington. In June of that year 2,000 pamphlets 
twelve pages each were bought for $84 for distribution to 


did the guest* do for amusement? In the beginning 
- liuitbe ides eating and drinking, card playing, and 
-ancmg. At least one early guest complained that none 
' •‘aorta afforded him any Joy 

* ****** Wf Boot [amusement*} hare unless card 
** ** *’’*•** Uertxj of this clan. I have heard of an as- 
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sembly it is true, but dancing to no muse or bad music c *n 
hardly be called an amusement. One may occupy themsei Ves 
however in various ways. First in drinking the water. and 
next in riding or walking to get good (?) of it. 


This gentleman may have been disgruntled because his family 
was not with him, as he constantly reminded his wife in ^ 
letters that nothing afforded him joy if she was not with him. 


However, another gentleman of a few years earlier wrote to 
a friend that: 


... We had a good deal of Genteel Company from the dif¬ 
ferent parts of the Continent and some from the West Indies. 
(Considering how far it lies in amongst the mountains) we had 
a regular ball every week, besides Tea parties. Our accom¬ 
modations I can’t say was so good as we had at Hotel de York 
in Paris, as there was only one Inn. and upwards of Two 
hundred people besides the servants to accommodate, tho’ I 
can’t say but we had plenty of good Eating, notwithstanding 
we had great appetites which the waters Created . 97 


But even James McHenry admitted that the food was good 
and accomodations were not bad. He mentioned that the men 
dined at the common table in the dining room while the ladies 
took their meals in their huts or rooms. McHenry must have 
had a strong sense of humor because he mentioned the sermon 
of a preacher against dancing and card playing and then told 
how the men rushed out to the gaming table after church, and 
the ladies chose their partners. In the meantime, the only fid¬ 
dler at the resort had been converted to Methodism. That had 
a considerable deadening effect on the assemblies at Sweet 
Springs. 


In one of these letters to his wife. McHenry regaled her with 
tales of inscriptions and initials he found on the cabin walls, 
doors, and chairs. He did not mention any by name, but they 
were names of former occupants of the cabins and the dates 
of their arrival and departure. Some were carved “in Roman 
and some in Italien [sic] characters with much apparent labour 
feared‘ ngenuity " Hc “id he knew some of them but 
™ gr ° UP 7 uld be lost Posterity because the 

ToZt deCSy ? tha ‘- h ' did -> 

written another guest wroteTIlm'T.^ ab ° Ve letters were 
— — 8 te n almost the same words: 

10 *** Au fu*t ITM 

^****^™** r Am Him. iTtt 
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r „ accommodations here for two hundred persons- 
.fhcrc * roV ided with cabins of two, three or four rooms 
are ? individua is with loghouses, roomy or crowded. 

*.jth /urnl f th 'e increase of the company, and all that are able 
according *° ^ tabl6t to a plentiful breakfast, dinner and 

tneei there is little appearance of ill health or want 

s ' ip>per, me in the majority. Wine is seldom introduced; music 
of g frequently crown the evening, and cards are re- 

a nd d»nc ng many more to pass time than through a spirit 
sorted to, althQUgh there are professed gamblers, at this place, 
of gaming. ^ a pharo Bank, but must starve for want of 
W b° h ^ ess they mee t more encouragement than the present 
trade ’ drinking folks seem incUned to give them. We have 
C hurch nor clergyman within miles, but have been 
n<Uthe e d this day, Sunday, with a sermon by one of our party, 
faV0 ^rnoosition was plain, correct and well delivered, and the 
audience attentive and apparently edified.” 

ter from the same man: “The charge for boarding is seven 
^llars per week, and half a dollar per day for each horse; that 
d extravagantly high for the latter, as hay, oats, and corn are 
rLnarkably low.” Again, . . and you may frequently purchase 
venison at one cent, beef and mutton at three cents, per lb. 
and chickens at six cents per pair: of fish the supply is small 

ttlOO 

The kind of amusements one enjoyed probably was due to 
what the patient had come to the Springs for—some came as 
invalids, some as socialites, and some as nurses for the in¬ 
valids. Of this latter group one person wrote: “This is about 
one of the dullest places I ever was in. The first two days we 
spent here I felt perfectly homesick.” 101 She was pleased to 
admit, however, that she was getting used to it and was glad 
to see that “Pa” was getting better. Then she deplored the 
circumstances which send poor invalids to ‘these confortless 
:pas. M ‘” In fact, it seems that poor Miss Van Lew’s only source 
! entertainment was the fleas which she attempted to extermi- 
••at* aa they could be seen “in great glee jumping about the 
for in a style that seemed to set human nature in defiance.”' 03 

One thing all the spus had in common was lack of space, 
complained about cramped living quarters, but worse 

r tt ^ 1 **i‘ * Tour Through Part of Virginia in thr Swnmor of 180®. 
•;u« • : *» i«U*i io Chart** 1 Htchards. Au«u»t. l«»- 
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than that were the conditions in the dining room. Mark p enci . 
a celebrated writer of his day, wrote: 

We made our first appearance at dinner, where over tw 0 
hundred persons were struggling for elbow room at two tables 
only large enough for half that number. We were so fortunate 
as to be seated near a celebrated caterer, who having a dozen 
servants in his pay, he was liberal enough to supply all his 
friends in his vicinity. ... We had air during dinner, from the 
many fans suspended above, and which were kept constantly 
in motion. 104 

Guests often complained when they had to stay at the Red 
Sweet (now Sweet Chalybeate) about one mile east of Sweet 
Springs. The resort for all its pretensions and new buildings 
still did not have enough room. In 1859 there were 2,752 guests 
divided among the three months of the season with the bulk of 
them coming in late July and August. The season officially 
opened June 15 and closed about September 20. There were 
always a few stragglers until the first of October. 


Sweet Springs did not lose much of its popularity until the 
1920’s. However, the beginning of Old Sweet’s decline came 
much earlier. The Civil War devastated the entire South and 
made sojourns to the spas impossible. The only people left to 
visit were a few local people who could count on receiving cut 
rates at the springs anyway and wealthy Northerners who 
wanted something new to do. These people kept the Springs 
alive for a number of years. In fact, as late as 1920 there were 
more than 650 guests. But the decline was sharp after 1920. 


There were dances, picnics, riding and driving, and bowling. 
In the late period of the resort there was even a golf course 
in hopes of reviving the waning spirit of the spas. Of course, 
there was always bathing and drinking. I have already discus- 
;.ed this pleasure in the early period, but the heyday and the 
decline of the era marked much more of it than the beginning 
era had etrer dreamed of. There are no records of the period 
r Zl ,h e ar ' bUt if thc P eiiod following it is any ex- 

5 ^,“ le “ l big dance a week and several 
k “ SCaS ?, n - Son,e of these were called the 

putTeh Lr h u e pTd SS1^°" 

11 «■ -I cm. tor Mark 

Interview, July, ipftj 
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Th< l 83 ^ine at eleven a band of eleven members 

o^ore, every t frtaimnent of guests strolling about the lawn. 

i° T the ent s repeated at two-thirty and six o’clock. The 
£H*xne an at eight-thirty. The musicians must have 

, Ounces 


d ' vaS 


likely 

good 


to strike up at any hour, and eleven 
t time as any to the resort managers. 


dances « 

e ' eP fraed their pay- 

eA . u an d tennis became popular- during the last 
The bowling e ntury. The two bowling alleys, location un- 
part oi the laS ^vered with zigzag lattice work for walls and 

certain. * ere 
f »or 

^ d driving were popular, too. The women carried 

giding an late in the afternoon. It was sensible not 

pgrasols whi e ^ eat of the day. It was bad for the complexion 
to g° out ^es-and-cream Virginia belles. It did the health no 
of the because of the strong possibility of sunstroke. Rid- 
elt g 00 d exercise if taken moderately and, of course, in a 
in g wasg^ ^ the women . Divided skii-ts were long in coming 
^ this beautiful valley. The most athletic sometimes under- 
int k to ride to White Sulphur and back the next day.' 06 Where 
id they ride and drive? Mostly to Beaver Dam Falls, a favorite 
picnic area about four miles from Sweet Springs. Some might 
venture toward Gap Mills and the Lewis Place where the hors¬ 
es were quartered during the winter. Mr. S. C. Craig tells of his 
enjoyment at seeing the horses running down the road in the 
spring after wintering in the stables of the Lewis Place about 
fourteen miles west of Sweet Springs. The prices of horses and 
vehicles were like all others at Sweet Springs—unstable. Sad¬ 
dle horses usually were $1.50 an hour, but a carriage or cart 
could be from fifty cents to $2.00 for an undetermined time. 


The guest list at Sweet Springs probably included many im¬ 
portant and well-known persons. There are no records left to 
' cate exactly who they were, but in all probability the same 
•mportant personages who visited the other spas came to Sweet 
vy r?. These included President Martin Van Buren, Presi- 
John Tyler, Henry Clay, the Bonaparte family, and others 
^ We C4n on ^- v gtJfcss- Following the Civil War many 
_ -Merite leaden, particularly the military, visited 

CaraJha *_ . 

\*** r * r * MO *J Interview. June, ltt&r 
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^ Mt Springs. Of course, they were never charged. Aata,. 
these distinguished guests were Generals Robert E. Lee, Joh « 
Echols P G. T. Beauregard, and members of the Robert Toombs 
family’ Andrew S. Rowan, a native of Union, made a dashing 
swain among the belles as he danced and capered in the dash, 
ing manner of a West Pointer. All the distinguished Monroe 
Countians, such as the Capertons, Beirnes, Porcher Miles, and 
others came to the resort as the days became better. 

After the Civil War sports at the Sweet Springs became 
more varied. In the old days one had pretty much contented 
himself with riding and dancing, but the last half of the century 
presented a much more active picture. The old sports were con¬ 
tinued and to them were added organized play such as track 
meets, including the high jump, broad jump, hurdle race, 110- 
yard dash, and throwing the hammer.’ 09 Right after the turn 
of the century a golf course was added to entice the guests. 
Tennis became popular. 

But even the new improvements failed to keep the interest 
of a faster moving population, and by the end of World War I 
the days of the resorts were drawing rapidly to a close. 

z Sweets Springs Account Book, given by D. M. Taylor of Roanoke. Virginia, to 

the Lniversity of Virginia. Reference for August. 1886. 



